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PKEFACE, 



Circumstances of a public nature iQduced the writer 
of the following pages to enter, several years ago, into a 
somewhat extensive course of reading, with a view to 
determine, for his own satisfaction, the nature, as well as 
the extent of the constitutional rights enjoyed by the 
American Colonies, previous to the Revolution of 1776. 
Such an inquiry necessarily led to the investigation, not 
only of the amount of civil liberty which the colonists 
possessed at that time, but to the examination of the 
grounds on which that liberty rested, so as to distinguish 
between what had been guarantied by charter and the 
common law, and that which the colonists won for 
themselves in the course of their struggles against the 
prerogatives claimed by the Crown, and the usurpations 
sanctioned by Parliament. To master this subject, the 
histories of the several Colonies, beginning with Virgi- 
nia, and terminating with Georgia, were examined, in 
connection with the Colonial Charters, the Journals of 
the Colonial Assemblies, and the laws of the several 
Provinces, so far as these were accessible. 

The history of the Province of New York happened, 
not from any design, but by accident, to have been one 
of the last taken up, and then the author discovered that 
he could not go farther back than the year 1664. Smith 
and others alluded to the existence of a regular govern- 
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menl previous to that date, and Chalmers admitted that 
tlie English, after the surrender, " prudently copied what 
had been already established by the Dutch," but what 
the institutions were which the conquerors, instead of 
changing, "prudently copied," — what was the history of 
the country, or the character of its first settlers, he was 
unable to ascertain. 

Such a termination to his inquiry was calculated to 
excite, not to satisfy, curiosity. Here was a country 
possessing all the evidences of having been settled for 
half a century before its submission to the Duke of York. 
Well built towns, with a goodly number of inhabitants;' 
richly cultivated farms, and a moral, peaceable, and reli- 
gious community, whose history was to be gleaned 
almost entirely from writers, who, by their position, the 
circumstances in which they were placed, their habits of 
thought, associations, and sympathies, were calculated 
rather to prejudice the mind, than to direct the judgment 
to a correct conclusion. 

The determination was at once taken to examine this 
apparently unexplored region, and though the writer had 
no pretensions to teach others, yet he was desirous to 
learn for himself, who those men were, who, leaving the 
comforts of home, and of civilized society, first plunged 
into the depths of the forests on these coasts, and bat- 
tied against the repulsive circumstances by which they 
were surrounded ; what were the steps which they 
adopted to gain the confidence, or overcome the enmity 
of the Aborigines ; what their sufferings and their social 
condition ; whether they were worthy the land which 
gave them birth, or whether, as the humor of some 
has caused many to believe, they merely vegetated tliis 

' Cbalmera states, in hie Political Annals, that the numbec of houeesjn the City 
of New York, at the time of the Bunender, was 343, and of inhabitaals 3,430. 
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life through, leaving no impress on the times in which 
they lived, nor on the country they inhabited. 

On the threshold of this inquiry he was met by the 
assertion, that " the Dutch Colonial Annals are of a tame 
and pacific character, and generally dry and uninterest- 
ing."^ This assurance did not, however, deter him from 
proceeding. He patiently analyzed between twenty 
and thirty volumes of Manuscript Records in the Sec- 
retary of State's office at Albany, and became soon 
convinced, maugre the peculiarity of the translation, that 
the opinion so confidently enunciated, was hastily form- 
ed, and did not accord with the evidence furnished by 
the papers left us by our Dutch predecessors. Instead 
of being " tame, pacific, dry, and uninteresting," they 
were found teeming with every material which could 
render historical research a work of pleasure and im- 
provement. 

When the contents of those volumes had been ex- 
amined, the propriety of arranging the notes for publica- 
tion was suggested. The writer, by this time, had become 
himself interested in the subject, and he therefore wil- 
lingly set about this task. He was thus employed when 
Mr. Brodhead, whose very valuable labors, as Histori- 
cal Agent, cannot be too highly appreciated, sent home 
sixteen volumes of Dutch documents which he had col- 
lected in Holland. It became necessary to collate what- 
ever new facts, or connecting links these contained, and 
to examine various private papers which had been placed 
in the hands of the author. 

To render all these available, and to avoid what the 
sententious Benson calls "the indiscretion of attempting 
the history of this country not well versed in the Dutch," 

' Chancellor Kent's Anniveraary Disc, bofora N. Y. Hist, Sew., 1838, p. 8. 
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a knowledge of that language became now indispensa 
ble. This difficulty having been surmounted, the present 
volume was at length completed, bringing the History 
of New Netherland down to 1647, or the end of Director 
Kieft's administration. 

In the course of composition many temptations offered 
to enter into lengthy disquisitions on points of minor 
importance, regarding which some difference of opinion 
exists ; and to clothe the narrative with additional, 
though not perfectly legitimate, interest, by embodying 
traditions which might flatter national pride, yet not ac- 
cord altogether with historical strictness. These were 
avoided, for the one would only fatigue, and the other 
was foreign to the author's plan — to admit such facts 
only as were supported by unexceptionable evidence. 
The character of that evidence will be seen by the 
Notes and Appendix, which, though arranged in such a 
manner as not to interrupt the progress of the general 
reader, who may not, perhaps, have either leisure or dis- 
position to look for authorities, will, it is hoped, prove 
useful to those who may follow in the same field of in- 
vestigation. Like blazed trees, they will, at least, point out 
to the future traveller the path of those pioneers who have 
preceded him in the forest, affording the benefit, at one 
and the same time, of their errors and their experience.^ 



■ Ab the titles of some of the authorities aia abridged, it may be proper to ob- 
serve thaf^ 
" Alb. Rec." refers to Van der Kemp's Translation of (he Dutch Documenls in Iha 

office of tbe Secretary of State. 
" HoL Doc.," to the Dutch MSS. brought from Holland by Mr. Brodhead, and de- 
posited in the same department. 
"Lond. Doc," to the MSS. obtained by the same gentleman in England, and de- 
posited also with the Secretary of Stale. 
For translalions of Van der Donck's Beschryr. van N. N. ; Lanibrechlen'a N. N. ; 
De Vries" Korte HistorJael ; and Acrelius' History of New Sweden, tha 
anthoi is indebted to the ColleclJons of the Mew York Historical Society. 
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PREFACE. 



Ill reviewing the difficulties which have been sur- 
mounted, it would he wrong to forget those whose 
courtesy has done much to faciUtate the progress 
of this work. Though it may seem invidious to par- 
ticularize where all have been equally kind, it is only 
justice to mention that the Honorable S, Young, and 
the Honorable N. S. Benton, Secretaries of State, and 
the several gentlemen connected with that department, 
have, in the most polite manner, afforded every facihty 
for making extracts from the records in that office. The 
author is indebted to the Honorable Mr. Corning, one 
of the Trustees of the State Library, and to the Librarian 
of the Albany Institute, for the privilege of consulting, 
at his own residence, many rare historical works which 
would not have been, otherwise, easy of access. To 
General Stephen van Rensselaer he is beholden, hke- 
wise, in a special degree, for the very handsome and 
unreserved manner in which that gentleman placed in 
his hands, his extensive and valuable collection of MSS., 
from which the chapter on the early settlement of Rens- 
selaerswyck has been almost exclusively compiled, and 
many interesting papers borrowed, which are now given, 
for the first time, to the public. From the account books 
and court records of that " Colonie" have, also, been ar- 
ranged the prices of imported merchandise, stock, and 
country produce ; tlie list of the settlers under the first 
Patroon, and other tables which will be found in the 
Appendix. 

The Map of New Netherland, which accompanies 
this volume, is in every particular an exact fac-simile of 
one of a very ancient date, discovered at the Hague, by 
Mr. Brodhead, in 1841, and is now published for the 
first time. That of Rensselaerswyck is a copy, on a re- 
duced scale, of one drawn in 1630, by GiUis van Schen- 
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10 PREFACE. 

del. The author is indehted for the draft of it to A. 
Douw Lansing, Esq. 

Whether, with all these valuable accessories, the work 
be worthy of the subject, it is now for otliers to say. 
Should its reception be such as to warrant the continu- 
ance of tlie author's labors, the remainder of the History 
of New Netherland, comprising the administration of 
Director Stuyvesant, will follow, as soon as the materials 
which have accumulated can be arranged and prepared 
for the press. In the mean time, as truth and historical 
justice are his main objects, the author hopes that those 
families, who possess ancient papers, however insignifi- 
cant, will assist so far as to place them, for a Umited sea- 
son, at his disposal, receiving his assurance, that they 
shall be safely returned whenever required. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Discovery of America by ColumbUB — JeEin ani! Sebastian Calwt visit the coast 
and claim the country for the King of England-^Venazzano enters tlie Bay 
of New York— Revolt of the Seven United Frovinees from Spain— interrup- 
tion of Dutch commerce in couseqnenee — The Dutch determine to compete 
with the Spaniards In the trade with India — Successive attempts to carry out 
that project— Willem Barenlszoon and Jacob Heemskirk try to find a north- 
em passage lo India and fail — Repeat (he attempt, and are again unsuceess- 
ful — A third effort made — Heem^irk winters in Nova Zembla — Returns to 
Holland — Project of finding a passage to India by the North abandoned — 
Several Dutch merchants send eipeditions to the West Indies — Vessels in the 
employ of Che Groenland Company said to have visited New Netherland, and 
to have built forts on the North and South rivers there, for the purpose of 
shelter tor the crew in winter— The Company of Foreign Countries formed in 
Holland — Send four ships to India by way of the Cape — Expedition success- 
ful — Other expeditions follow — Dutch East India Company incoiporated — A 
Dutch West India Company proposed — Plan tlierefor drawn up and published 
— Favorably received — Project interrupted by the truce with Spain — Dutch 
vi«t the River of Canada in search of furs — A private association in London 
resolve to look for a north passage U> India — Dispatch a ship under command 
of Henry Hudson ; who makes two voyages to the north, but is onsuccess- 
fu! — Hudson proceeds to Holland— Is patronised by the Dutch East India 
Company — Sails from Amsterdam, in the Half Moon, on a voyage in search 
of a northwest passage lo China and India. 

The annals of the century succeeding the discovery of Co- book 
lumbua are filled with accounts of voyages undertaken with a —^ 
view to explore the New World ; some in quest of adventure ; 1493, 
some in search of mines of the precious metals ; some in 
search of a northwest passage to India : all in the hope of 
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36 HISTORY OF 

BOOK securing for the projectors sudden and boundless wealth, or 
-^ imperishable fame. 

1497. Jean and Sebastian Cabot were among the earliest followers 
of the celebrated Genoese. Under a commission from Henry 
the VII. of England, they sailed for the western continent, 

1498. and sweeping along the extensive coasts of North America, 
claimed, on this pretence, for their sovereign, the enture ter- 
ritorv which they occasionally saw at a distance. 

Jean de Verrazzano, a Florentine, in the service of the 

1524. French monarch, who succeeded Cabot in these seas, entered, 

as it is maintained, the bay of New York, in the spring of 

1534, and gave, on his return, an account of his voyage to 

his royal master.' 

The inhabitants of the Low Countries, whom the physical 
condition of the territory which they occupied had from the 
earliest ages designed to be a maritime nation, and whom na- 
ture, education, and the circumstances in which they were 
placed, had directed to commercial pursuits, gave evidence, 
long before the voyage of Columbus, of a bold spirit of dis- 
covery. Sixty-eight years previous to the sailing of thai 
expedition from Palos, Betencour, a native of the French 
Netherlands, had discovered the Flemish Islands, since 
caUed the Azores, and thus pointed the way to the western 
world,' 

But when the triumph of Columbus placed it in the power 
of European monarchs to bestow unlimited territory on such 
1510. of their favorites as would take the trouble ofseeking it, Charles 
the Fifth granted, it is said, an island in America to the Sieur 
Beveren, who dispatched two armed vessels in search of his 
new estate. His were the first Dutch ships that had ever 
1512.ventured on these seas. Two years afterwards Anthony Mo- 

' An account of Verraziano'H Toy age will be fonnd, at length, in N. Y. Hisi 
Soc. Trans., (new series) i. 37. Stnyvesant alludEH to it in his Manifest to the 
Governor and Council of Maryland (N. Y. Hist. Soc. Trans., iii. 374} in these 
words : " The French were in the year of our Lord God Almighty, 1594, the 
second followers of the discovery in these northern parte of this America, by 
Johan de Verrazzano, & Florentine." See also Beeohryv. van Araerica, 
by Jan Huyghen van Linschotten, Ameterdam, 1635. Bancroft (Hist. Uni- 
ted States, i. 17) admits that Verrazzano vieited the bay of Naw York. 

' VaderlauHche Hist, ix., 151 ; Thnaijus, lib. i., 7, 
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lock sailed in a Dutch craft to the Cape de Verde islands, and chap. 
when Charles had succeeded to the rich inheritance of the --v— 
Spanish Crown, and became sovereign of the Low Countries, 
the Dutch, it is maintained, had already pushed their way to 
America, and become familiar with a part of its coasts. Con- 
trary to the general opinio the e voyages had preceded the 
revolution which took pla e unde Ph I [ the Second, and were 
only interrupted by that exc t ng ve t 

Seven provinces of the Span 1 Netl erlands, borne down by 
the weight of oppression an I tyra y to which they had been 
longsubjected,haddetermned af year afterwards, toachieve 1566. 
their independence. To a pi si th they had recourse to 

arms. A long and bloody wa e ed against the Spanish 
king, who, irritated now to th e'ct en e 1 degree against his re- 
belHous subjects, issued a ed t p ol biting the inhabitants 
of Spain and Portugal f o hold n intercourse with the 
revolted provinces. The enterprising people of the latter coun- 
try were, by this royal decree, deprived of the advantages which 
they had hitherto enjoyed of carrying, from the countries lying 
around the Baltic, to the different ports in Spain and Portugal, 
great quantities of com and naval stores, in return for which 
they received wine and fruit, the products of the South, the 
gold and silver of America, and the spices and otlier luxuries 
which the Portuguese imported from India. 

The energies of the young republic were not, however, to 
be crushed by such vexations. Having so long acted as car- 
riers for tlie Portuguese, the Dutch well knew the demand 
which existed for the rich productions of the East, and that 
this demand was every year increasing. They forthwith turned 
their attention to secure, in some other way, the advantages 
which they had hitherto possessed, and with that view, deter- 
mined to compete with their oppressors even in the Indian seas.^ 

It was whilst men's minds were thus excited, that one Beets, 1581. 
an Englishman, who had already made five voyages to the 
West Indies, proposed to lead an expedition to that quarter for, 
and on account of, the States of Holland, provided tlieir High 

' Eechetchea Bur ie Commerce des Hollandiiia in Voy. en HtJIand, par Sir 
John Can ; Iraduit par Mine. Kerallo Robert, t. ji., 233, 234. 
' Walaon'B Lite ef ?hil[p III,, iL, 65. 86. 
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BOOK Mightinesses would place four ships-of-war at his disposal. 
-'■~ Though this oifer was not accepted, the desire for adventure 
1584. continued, and several voyages were made, northward to Arch- 
angel, and westward to tlie Cape de Verde Islands.' 

Stimulated now both by desire of gain, and by hatred of the 
Spaniards, it was resolved to make an effort to discover a pas- 
sage to India by the Northern Ocean ; and three ships, outfitted 

1594. by some Amsterdam and Zealand merchants, sailed with that 
Junes, ^jg^ fjjjjj^ ^[^g Texel, under command of Willem Barentszoon 

and Jacob Heemskirk, shaping their course by the Straits of 
Weygat, and around Nova Zembla. 

These enterprising navigators proceeded as far as 77° 45' 
north ; and having held out hopes on their return of eventual 
success, the States of Holland, and Maurice, Prince of Or- 

1595. ange, equipped several vessels, which they placed under the 
same commanders, who came home, after an absence of four 
months, without accomplishing their design. The city of 
Amsterdam, no way discouraged by these failures, ordered 
two vessels to be equipped the following year. These sailed 

1596. on the 18th May, again under Heemskirk, who was accom- 
May IB. pajjjgd by Jan Comelissen Ryp. Having reached the latitude 

of 80° 11', they discovered land, along which they coasted for 
some time, and at length turned back, The ships separated 
at Beeren Island ; Cornelissen returned home, and Heemskirk 
proceeded to Nova Zembla, where, at the last of August, he 
became so embayed in ice that he could proceed no farther, 
and was obliged to pass the winter in those Arctic regions, 
exposed to all the perOs arising from an inclement season, fero- 
cious animals, and scanty provisions. He finally succeeded in 

1597. extricating himself and companions in the course of the follow- 
ing summer, and arrived safely at home, where every hope was 
now abandoned of finding a passage to China by the North.^ 

In the mean time, the project of participating in the 
West India trade continued to engage the attention of adven- 
turers in the Netherlands ; Gerrit Bikker, alderman and 
councillor of tho city of Amsterdam, and Jan Cornelissen 
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Leyen of Eiickhuyzen, dispatched, separately, some vessels to chap. 
that quarter in the course of the last mentioned year, but with -'v~ 
what result is not slated.^ Several vessels were again sent 
to the West Indies from the city of Amsterdam in 1598,^ 
in the course of which year, it is said, some . Dutchmen 1599. 
in the employ of a Greenland company, resorted to New 
Netherland, without any design, however, to make a settle- 
ment there, but with a view of having a place of shelter during 
the winter months ; for which purpose, it is added, they built 
two small forts, one on the North, and one on the South river, 
to protect them against the attacks, of Ihe Indians.^ 

Some Amsterdam merchants who had formed a private 
trading association, entitled " The Company of Foreign Coun- 
tries," while occupied in considering the best course to pursue 
in order to reach India, received an application from one Cor- 
nells Houtman, a native of Flanders, then in prison for debt at 
Lisbon, who represented that, having made several voyages with 
the Portuguese to India, he was not only weU acquainted with 
the navigation thither, but likewise with the details of the 
India trade. He offered, in case they would furnish him vrith 
means to purchase his liberty, to communicate to them all 
necessary information, and to undertake in person the conduct 
of their si p Th proposal was gladly accepted. His 
release wa n n ed ately purcl aaed, and so satisfied were the 
merchants w tl the format on which he gave on his arrival 
at Amsterdam thttt theye|up]ed a squadron of four ships, 
which they p t mde h com na id. After an absence of two 
years ai d four mo ths th s expedition returned, to the great 
joy of the country con [ letely successful in all its objects. 

' Wagenaat Beschryv. I., 408, Vaderlandach. Hiat ix., 153. 

' Wagenaar Beachryv. i., 41 6. 

* Nieuw Ncderluidt, gelegen aen de landen von America, tusscheii de Eng- 
elalie Virginlen en N. Engelandt, etreckende van Zuydt Revier, gelegen op 38j 
graeden, lot Cabo Malubaer, op de hoogete van 411 graeden, is oorst bevareii 
door de Ingeaetenen van deeen Staal in dfln jaer 1598, en inaondsrheyt by die 
van den Groenlantsche Compiiine, doch sonder vasle habitatie le maaken, als 
alleen tot een verblyffin de winter. Tot weJcben eynde, aldaer twee foitjeens 
aen de Zuydt en Noordt Revieran tegens den aenloopden Wjlden hebben 
geworpen. Rapport en advye over de gelegentheyt van Nieuw Nederlandt 
getiokkeii uyt de Btukken en papieren by Commissie der Vsrgaderinge der XIX^ 
in dalo 15 dec 1644. Hoi. doe. ii., 368 
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BOOK The way having thus been at length opened, diiferent com- 
""•^ panics sprang up to participate in the wealth of liie East. But 
competition has its evils as well as its advantages. The Indian 
market was in danger of being glutted, and the trade conse- 
quently injured ; to prevent which, the States General called a 
meeting of the directors of all these companies, and obliged 
them to unite in one body, as a measure of policy, and a means 
of mutual protection against the enemy. This was accord- 
ingly done, and these private adventurers were shortly after- 
1602. wards incorporated under the style and title of "The East 
India Company," one of the most powerful commercial socie- 
ties of which we read in history.' 

The voyages to the East Indies having produced large 
returns to those in the United Provinces engaged in that 
commerce, some were now of opinion that similar results 
would follow the erection of a well-regulated West India com- 
pany, established on the same basis as that chartered in 1603. 
William Usselincx, an Antwerp merchant who had been in 
the habit of resorting to Spain and her islands, and who was 
well acquainted with the West Indian trade, was the principal 
of these projectors. Having communicated his ideas to some 
of the most influential citizens of Amsterdam and Middle- 
burgh, he, at their suggestion, drew up proposals for the 
establishment of a West India Company, to be circulated 
among the merchants generally, in order to ascertain how far 
these would co-operate in carrying out the design. Having 
1604. prominently set forth the various complaints entertained against 
the Spaniards, on account of the efforts which they had made 
to exclude the Netherlanders from the seas, and from all foreign 
traffic, Usselincx proceeded to call public attention to the re- 
cent discovery of several fertile and temperate countries and 
islands inhabited by friendly people, who, he represented, were 
desirous of entering into alliance with the Dutch nation, then 
at war with the Spaniards, against whom they also entertained 
feelings of enmity. In this way, another opportunity was 
offered to attack the common enemy in his weakest quarter. 
The inhabitants of these countries, he said, were not na- 

» Watson's Philip ii., B6, 87, 91. Van Meteren, lib. itvii., ivLU. 
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ked savages, but well-favored, well-clad people ; apt to learn, and chap. 
among whom it would be advantageous to send colonists to teach -"-^ 
them agriculture, as the land was found well adapted for the rais- 
ing of sugar, ginger, oil, wine, indigo, cotton, hops, dye-woods, 
and other products, as well as for obtaining gold and silver, and 
other minerals, "which are the sinews of war." He further re- 
presented that salt was to be found, in great abundance, in these 
countries, which would afford, in return, a good outlet for Dutch 
manufactures and merchandise. Apart from these commercial 
^advantages, it was, moreover, to be hoped that in couree of time 
the saving faith and gospel of Jesus Christ might be planted 
there, whereby the heathen would be rescued from the dark 
ness of actual idolatry. The circular concluded by an invita 
tion to all those who were friendly to the project, to subscribe 
what amount they should invest for the purpose of fitting 
out a fleet, as it was intended to choose directors forthwith, 
and to apply to the States General for a charter. It wm, 
however, stated, as a preliminary, that no person should have 
a vote in the election of directors, unless such as had shares to 
the amount of two hundred pounds Flemish. 

The project met general approval. The States of Zealand 
sent delegates to consult with deputies from Amsterdam, Dord 
recht. Delft, Rotterdam, Harlem, Leyden, Gouda, Schiedam, 
Hoom, Enkhuysen, Alkmaar, Edam, and Monnikendam, by 
whom, finally, a draft of a charter was drawn up, and submit- 
ted to the States General, for the incorporation of a Dutch 
West India Company, to trade exclusively, for and during thirty 
six years, to the coast of Africa, from the tropic of Cancer to 
the Cape of Good Hope, and to America, from the Straits of 
Magellan to Terra Nova, the islands thereabout included. 

This charter was duly considered by their High Mightinesses, 
and on the point of being completed, when proposals for a gen- 
eral peace, or a temporary truce, were received from the 
Archduke, which interrupted any farther progress in the 
project that Usselincx had thus brought well nigh to perfec- 



' Van Metoren, a., 185, 186, 187, 188, 193, 194. Vaderlanik. Hist, a., 337» 
298, 339, 330. 
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BOOK In the mean time, Dutch vessels continued their explorations 
TRfvr ""^^ distant seas, and were to be found this year searching 
for furs among the Indians on the River of Canada, whither 
they had been conducted by a treacherous Frenchman.' But 
the hope of effecting a passage by the north to China, princi- 
pally absorbed the attention of scientific men, who earnestly 
discussed new projects and suggested new routes, in the vain 
expectation of working out, successfully, this great problem. 
A private association was formed in London, to attempt a 
northwest passage, at whose expense an expedition was placed 
under the direction of Henry Hvd&on, an intrepid English 
mariner, whose name has been immortdhzed by his valuable 
discoveries. 

Of the early life of this celebrated navigator little is known, 
further than that he was a native of England, had received a 
thorough maritime education, and was a distinguished seaman. 
Under the auspices of the above society, he made two voyages 

1608, to the north in the course of 1607 and 1608 ; but having, hke 
all those who preceded him, failed in attaining the object con- 
templated by his patrons, the latter suspended operations, and 
Hudson shaped his course to Holland ;^ encouraged, probably, 
by the efforts making in that quarter to form a new commer- 
cial association to trade to the West Indies. 

1609. The celebrated truce between the Dutch and Spaniards hav- 
ing been nearly completed, about this time, the more promi- 
nent reasons for the incorporation of a West India Company 
were removed ; and Hudson, on his arrival in Holland, made 
proposals to the East India Company to renew the search 
after the long-desired passage to India by the north. Discour- 
aged, however, by former fruitless attempts, and persuaded by 
ihe representations of Balthazar Moucheron, who had already 
been on a similar expedition, the Directors of the Zealand de- 

' Belknap Biog. i., 337. " The avarice of these Hollanders," says this author, 
" nas so great that they had opened the graves of Ihe dead, and taken the 
beaver skins in which the corpses had been butied. This outrage was so highly 
sesented by the savages at Canseau, that they killed the person who bad shown 
the places where the dead were laid." 

■» Van Meteren, ii., 185. Moulton'a Hist. New York, 195, 198,300. Sparks 
Ainer. BIik. x., 18B, 309. 
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partment opposed the Englishman's proposition ; but the Am- chap. 
slerdam Chamber encouraged the enterprise, and furnished, --'*' 
for this important voyage, a yacht, or fly boat, called "The 
Half-Moon," which they manned with a crew of from sixteen 
to twenty men, partly English and partly Dutch sailors.^ 



CHAPTER II. 

Hnfeon buIb from the Texei — Arriyee ofF Newfoundland — Reachea the coast 
of America in the lit ol 41° — Proceeds thence south to Cape tod which he 
calls New Holland— Air res at the C heaapealCB— Returns north and dis- 
covers a great bay m lat tude 39° — Cont nues his northward oouree — 
Descries the Highlands of Naves nek — Rounds Sai dj Hook and ei leiB the 
Great Nortli River of New Netheriand — Has oomniunicalion with the Indiiuia 
on the west side of the ba\ — \ppearance of the co mtry — (ontnues hia 
course upward towards a narrow nver — bends hiB male to sound the chan- 
nel, who comes into collision with the natives and is killed — Hudson retains two 
Indians as hostages — Eiplores (he river — Goes ashore in the neighborhood of 
Castleton on a visit to an Indian chief, by whom he is hospitably entertained — 
Concludes his exploration of the river, and turns back — Tries an eiperiment on 
Eotne of the natives — Is the first European who introduces intoxicating liquors 
among the Indians — Continues his downward course — Gels again into collision 
with the savages, several of whom are klled — Leaves the mo ith ot ti e Great 
River, and arrives in Englandr— '•ei ds an account of his d bCover> to Holland 
— Proposes to undertake a new voj age — Is ordered to Holland where he 
arrives m the following year — The Duti-h decluie his propos t on and he 
re-enters the servu:e of the London Company 

Henry Hudson took his departure from Amsterdam on the 1609. 
fourtli, and sailed from the Texel on the siith of April 1609. ^P"' ^ 
He doubled the North Cape in the course of a month but the 
ice and the fogs preventing him reaching Nova Zembla, he 
determined to abandon his original plan and to endeavor to 
discover a passage by the Northwe'^t He iccordingly directed 

' Vaderiands. Hist, x., 7. Van Meleren i 203 Lambrecl t en kott Bes- 
chryv. van N. Nederlant. Moullon 303 \ an der Donk Vertoogh \aa N. Ne- 
derl. ; also BefFChryv. van N. Nederl The onlj trace of this voj age that was 
discovered in the papers of the East India Company," says Mr. Brodhead, 
*' consisted of a memorandum of a single line in one of the ships^ books, stating 
the fact that the yi^ht Halve Maan of forty lasts burden had been sent toward 
the north in the year 1608." Report, Assembly's Dofis. 1843, i., 150, 



dbyGoogle 



34 HISTORY OF 

BOOK his course towards America, and after various vicissitudes 

TfiOQ ''^'"""S'l storms and ice, loss of foremast and sails, arrived off 
July 2. ^^ banks of Newfoundland, in the beginning of July, where 
he refreshed his men by a heavy " catch" of cod. He con- 
tinued his course westward for some days, when he first 

July obtained sight of the coast of North America, The fog was 
so thick, however, that he did not venture to near tlie land 
for several days, The weather at length cleared up, and he 

July ran mto a bay at the mouth of a large river in the latitude of 
^'' forty-one degrees. This was Penobscot bay, on the coast of 
Maine. 

Having remained here for the space of a week, during which 
he had frequent and friendly intercourse with the natives, and 
succeeded in cutting and rigging a new foremast, he took his 

July departure, and continued his voyage southward, having for- 
merly learned from his friend, Captain John Smith, that there 
was a passage to the Western Pacific Ocean, south of Vir- 
ginia. In a few days he saw land trending north, and ler 
Aug, 4. minating in a headland, which was recognised to be Cape Cod ; 
but to which, under the supposition that it was an island, 
Hudson gave the name of New HoDand, in compliment to the 
country of his employers, by whom it was afterwards dis- 
tinguished as Staaten Hoeck, or States' Point. Here he 
experienced further friendly reception from the Indians, some 
of whom came on board, and were kindly treated. They were 
observed to have green tobacco ; pipes, the bowls of which 
were made of clay, and the stems of red copper. 

The Half-Moon hence pursued a course south and west for 
the next ten days, and at length arrived, about the middle of 

Aug. August, at the entrance of the Chesapeake Bay, where the first 
■ effectual attempt to plant an English colony had been com- 
menced only two years before. Hudson now retraced his 

Aue. steps, and in a few days afterwards discovered, in latitude thirty- 

" nine degrees five minutes, a great bay, which has since been 

called Delaware. Here he anchored the Half-Moon in eight 

fathom water, and took possession, it is said, of the country.' 

' Vanderdonk, epealdiig, in hie Besehryving van Nieuw Nederlandt, of (he 
South lUver or Delnware, Eays : — " This is the place where the ship Half- 
l^oou lirst took poEseflEioi).^' 
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From this place he coasted norlJiward, the shore appearing chap, 
low, like sunken ground, dotted with islands, and at length "--^ 
descried the Highlands of Navesinck, which, the journalist re- 1609. 
marks, is a vei-y good land to fall in with, and a pleasant land Sept 3. 
to see. He found himself, on the following day, at the mouth 
of three great rivers, the northernmost of wliich he attempted 
to enter ; but having been prevented by a shoal bar at its 
mouth, he cast about to the southward, and after due examina- 
tion of the sounding, rounded a low " Sandy Hook," and 
moored the Half-Moon, on the following morning, in latitude Sepi. *. 
forty degrees thirty minutes, at a short distance from the shore, 
in the waters of " The Great North River of New Nether- 
land." 

While the ship lay here at anchor, the natives from the 
western shore came on board, and seemed to be highly pleased 
at the arrival of the Europeans. They brought green tobacco, 
which they desired to exchange for knives and beads. They 
had divers ornaments, as weD as pipes, made of copper ; plenty 
of maize, or Indian com ; dresses of deerskins, well cured, 
hung loosely around them. 

The next daysome men were sent in the boat to explore Sept. s. 
the bay further up. Tiiey landed on the western bank, which 
was hned with men, women, and children, by whom they 
were very kindly received, and presented with tobacco and 
dried currants. They found the land covered with dried oaks. 
The natives continued to fiock on board the ship, dressed in 
mantles of feathers and fine furs ; their necks adorned with 
ornaments of copper, and some of the women had hemp. 

Hudson, discovering now that the bay was the entrance to 
what appeared to be an extensive river, sent five of the crew Sept. b. 
forward to make a more particular examination of the chan- 
nel. They passed through the Narrows, sounding as they 
went, and saw " a narrow river to the westward, between two 
islands," which are now supposed to be Staten Island and 
Bergen Neck. They described the land as covered with trees, 
grass, and flowers ; and the air filled with delightful fragrance. 
After proceeding upward for six miles, they turned back; 
when, from some unaccountable cause, the boat was attacked 
by two canoes containing twenty-six Indians, by whom John 
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BOOK Colman, an EngHshmaii who had accompanied Hudson in 
■•"^ his polar voyages, was killed by an arrow shot into his throat. 
1609. Two others of the crew were wounded at the same time. 

This was the iiist European blood that was shed in these 
SepL 7. waters. Hudson's companion was interred at Sandy Hook, 
and the spot where his remains were deposited has since pre 
served, in memory of the event, the name of Colman's Point. 
Additional precautions were now taken against any sudden 
attack ; but though the ship was visited on the following day 
by numbers of Indians, they did not manifest any knowledge 
of the fatal affray which had taken place. The day after, 
SepL 9. however, two large canoes, one of which was filled with armed 
men, came off to the vessel ; but Hudson, suspicious of their 
intentions, would allow only two of the savages to come on 
board. These he determined to detain, and dressed them 
in red coats, whereupon the remainder returned on shore. 
Presently another canoe with two men came to the ves- 
sel ; one of these was also detained on board, probably as a 
hostage, but he contrived to jump overboard soon after, and 
swam on shore. Thereupon Hudson weighed anchor, stood 
^l up through the Narrows, and finally reached New York har- 
bor, where he rode all night. He was here again visited by 
the natives, who made a great show of love, giving tobacco 
and Indian com ; but they could not/fee trusted. 

Hudson having ascended thus far, prepared now to explore 
ihe magnificent river which rolled ats waters into the sea from 
unknown regions, in the probable hope that it would lead him 
to the long-aought-for massage to the Indies. He accordingly 
12 weighed in the afternoon of the 12lh September, and com- 
menced his memorable voyage up that majestic stream, which 
has since handed his name down to posterity. 

But the wind was so light that it permitted him to proceed 
only a few leagues. The moment he anchored, the natives 
again renewed their visits in increased numbers, bringing oys- 
ters and vegetables. None, however, were allowed on board. 
The wind sprang up the next day, and the ship succeeded 
in making nearly forty miles. The land now began to grow 
Sept ^^^ ^"S^ *""^ mountainous, and she reached soon after (lie 
14. entrance of wild, but sublime, higlilands. 
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When he awoke, next morning Hudson found a heavj cit\p. 
tnist overhanging the ri\er and its shores and concealing the -^~ 
summits of the mountaini But it soon cleared up, and hu 4^ . ' 
was about to procetd on his courbe, vihen the Iwo sdi igcs 15 
whom he held as hostages, made their escapL through the 
port-holes of the vessel, and swam on shore The moment 
he was under wei^h ihey hiiled the crew and expressed their 
indignation it the Irealment the\ had been subjected to, by 
uttering loud cries of scorn and an^er Towards night the 
Half-Moon came in view of other mountains, which lay fiom 
the river's side and anchored, it 1? supposed, near the present 
site of Cattskill landing Here were lound " very loving peo- 
ple and very old men bj whom the Euiopeans were well 
used. 

Next morning a large number of the inhabitants of the Se^t. 
country came off to the ship, bringing Indian com, pumpkins, 
and tobacco, in return for which they obtained some trinkets. 
Having been occupied most of the day in taking in a supply 
of water, the Half-Moon did not start again till towards night ; 
but she made no more than five miles, when the river becoming 
shoal, she cast anchor. Being now in the neighborhood of 
the present town of Castlcton, Hudson went on shore in an SepL 
Indian canoe, at the invitation of an old man, " the governor 
of the country," who was chief over forty men and seventeen 
women, and who occupied a house made of the bark of trees, 
exceedingly smooth, and well finished within and without. Here 
he found large quantities of Indian com and beans, sufficient 
to load three ships, besides what were still growing in the 
fields. 

On arriving at the house, two mats were spread to sit on ; 
eatables were immediately brought in well-made red wooden 
bowls, and men were dispatched with bows and arrows for 
game, who soon returned with pigeons. A fat dog was killed, 
and skinned with shells which were got out of the water, and 
every sort of good cheer furnished. The Indians invited Hud- 
son to remain all night, and were much disappointed when they 
discovered his determination to return on board. Imagining that 
it proceeded from the fear of their bows and arrows, they broke 
these in pieces and threw them into ijic fire, TIlo land here 
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niioK was observed to be of the finest kind for tillage, bearing trees 

-"^ fit for shipbuilding; pumpkins, grapes, plums, and other 
fruit. The Indians still crowded on board, exchanging furs 
and other articles of native produce for beads, knives, hatchets, 
or whatever trifles the sailors could spare them. The weather 
continuing fair, anchor was again weighed, and llie Half-Moon 

Sept ran two leagues higher up. The navigation of the river now 
becoming considerably obstructed, a boat was sent forward 
for the purpose of exploring the channel. It ascended several 
miles. The channel was found narrow, and the depth of the 
water variable. 

Sept. Distrusting the savages all along, Hudson determined now 
to try an experiment, which, by throwing them off their guard, 
would elicit any treachery which might be latent in their dis- 
positions. He accordingly invited several of their chiefs into 
the cabin, and gave them plenty of brandy to drink, so as to 
make them intoxicated. The result was that one got drunk, 
and fell sound asleep, to the great astonishment of his com- 
panions, who " could not tell how to take it." They all took 
suddenly to their canoes and hurried ashore, leaving their 
stupified countryman behind them. Their anxiety for his wel- 
fare soon induced them, however, to return with a quantity of 
beads which they gave him, to enable him, perhaps, to bribe 
or exorcise "the foul fiend" which bad possession of him. 
The savage slept soundly all night, and was quite recovered 
from the eflfects of his debauch, when his friends came to see 
him next day. So rejoiced were these people at finding their 
chief restored, as it were, to life, that they returned on board 
in crowds again in the afternoon, bringing tobacco and more 
beads, which they presented to Hudson, to whom they made 
an oration, showing him the country round about. They then 
sent one of their company on land, who presently returned with 
a great platter of dressed venison, which they caused Hudson 
to eat with them ; after which they made him profound rever- 
ence and departed, all, save the old man, who, having had a 
taste of the fatal beverage, preferred to remain on board. 

Such was the introduction among the Indians, by the first 
European that came among them, of that poison, which, 
combined with other causes, has since operated to deprive 
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their descenianls of aImo=it a footholil in their iiativo hi 1 i I ij^^" 
ciu-.e 1 within a few ccnlunca the dhnosl eiitue eit nclii i cf -jnc^ 
the Red rare^ 

Tl e Half "Moon had now eiidtntiy aicended a* high ai ihc 
could go She had rs-ached a hltlu below the pie-ientcityit 
Alhaav and Hudson havinif satisfied him&clf by dispatch 1115 
a boat fome seven or eight le-igues higher up that he had 
famed the head of the sh p navigation prepared to retrace 
lis couiae Tie downwaid was not more expeditious tliau '^qL 
tie upward \o\aiFe Tie prcvileit winds were southerly 
and the ship could therefore make 1 ut little headway I he 
time, however passed agreeably in making excuisiona on 
shore where good ground fui corn d id othei gaiden herba 
was found with great store of goodly oaks walnut and ches 
nut trees jew trets and tre s of sweet wood in areat abun 
dance great 'lore of slate for hou e and other good stoies 
The crew amused themselves at other t mes in receiving 
viaits from the natives who continued to crowd the ahip m 
numbers 

Hudson had thus made about thirty miles occaaionally in 
terruptel by the shiUiwni-ss of the chinnel and was lying at 
anchor opposite the spot when, a c tj beanng his own name s^pt 
now standi when two canoes put off from the place wheie the ^^ 
mttxication scene had occurred on btard one of which was the 
old man who had been made the subject of the strange experi- 
ment. He brought another old man with him, who presented 
Hudson with a string of beads, and pointed to the surrounding 
country, as though it were at his command. Hudson en- 
tertained them at dinne^, witli four of their women, and in 
the afternoon dismissed them with presents. He thence con- 

' It is a remarkable fact, saya MouUon, that a tradition prevails at this day 
amoug tlie Iroquois, that a scene of intoxication occurreil with a party of the 
nalivea on the arrival of the first ahip. Aa a aingular coincidence, aleo, a simi- 
tar tradition prevaila among the deacendanta of the Delawaree. While Hudson, 
unconscious of its ulterior effects, was thus introducing the Indians to an ac- 
quaintance with the pernicious " fire water," on the banks of the North lUver, 
Champlaiu was ^ving the same peopio, about the same tune, on the banks of 
Lake Iroquois, their first knowledge of gunpowder, an agent equally actiya, per- 
haps, in causing their final ruin. Fatal iiist fffle of the civilized Christian to 
the uutuloied heatlieu ! 
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BOOK tinued his voyage down the river, occasionally trading with or 
— -*- entertaining the people, and at length having arrived at the 
ggpt, ' northern entrance of the passage through the Highlands, 
^- anchored on the first of October at the mouth of the Ilaver- 
Btraw Bay, in the vicinity of Stony Point. 
Oct. 1. The vessel was no sooner perceived from the shore to be 
stationary, than a party of the mountain Indians came off in 
their canoes to visit it, apparently filled with wonder at every 
thing it contained. While the attention of the crew was now 
taken up with their visitors on deck, one of the savages man- 
aged to run his canoe under the stern, and climbing up by the 
rudder, found his way, by the window, into the cabin, from 
which he abstracted a pillow and a few articles of wearing 
apparel, with which he made off. The mate detected him in 
his retreat, fired at, and killed him. Hereupon all the other 
savages departed with the utmost precipitation, some taking 
to their canoes, others to the water. The boat was manned 
and dispatched after the stolen goods, which were easily recov- 
ered ; but as the men were returning to the vessel, one of the 
Indians in the water seized hold of the boat, with the intent, 
as was supposed, to upset it. The cook seized a sword, and 
lopped off the hand of the unfortunate wretch, who sunk to 
nse no more. The ship was then weighed, and dropped down 
about five miles. 
Oct. 2. On the following day they descended about seven leagues 
farther, and came to anchor. Here they were visited by a canoe, 
on board of which was one of the savages who had made his 
escape from the vessel as she was going up. Fearing treach- 
ery, Hudson would not allow either him or his companions on 
board. Two other canoes, filled with armed warriors, now 
came under the stem, and commenced an attack with arrows. 
They were repulsed with a loss of three men. More than a 
hundred savages now pushed off from tlie nearest point of 
land, but one of the ship's cannon having been brought to bear 
on these, killed two of the party, and the rest fled, thereupon, 
to the woods. But the savages were not yet discouraged. 
Nine or ten of the boldest of the warriors, probably incited by 
the two who had made their escape Irom the Half-Moon on 
her way up, threw themselves into a canoe, and made for the 
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vessel, but these fared no better than those who preceded chap. 
them. A cannon shot drove a hole tlirough their canoe, and ■—^'^ 
killed one of the men. This was followed by a discharge of ^^'''*' 
musketry, which killed three or four more, and put an end to 
ihe battle. The Half-Moon now descended some five miles 
farther down, probably near Hoboken, and thus got beyond the 
reach of all enemies. 

Hudson had now thoroughly explored the river, from its 
mouth to the head of navigation, and had secured for his em- 
ployers possessions which would reward them beyond meas- 
ure for the expense they had incurred. For himself he had 
won an immortality, which was destined to hand down his 
name to the latest age. Happy at ihe result, he left "the Oct. 4. 
great mouth of the Great River," and put to sea, with all sails 
set, to communicate to those in Holland, in whose service he 
was, the tidings of his valuable discovery. " We continued 
our course towards England," concludes the journal of this 
voyage, written by the mate, " without seeing any land by the 
way all the rest of this October, and on the seventh of No- 
vember, stilo novo, being Saturday, by the grace of God we 
safely arrived in the range of Dartmouth, in Devonshire, in 
the year 1609."' 

Hudson, immediately on his arrival here, forwarded infor- 
mation of his return, and an account of his discoveries, to the 
directors of the East India Company in Amsterdam, and 
offered, at the same time, to make another voyage to the North- 
west in the month of March following, provided they furnished, 
besides the men's wages, the sum of fifteen hundred guilders, 
in cash, to purchase necessaries in addition to what were 
already on board. He proposed, further, that six or seven of 
the present crew should be changed, but that the number of 
hands should consist altogether of twenty. His plan was to 
sail from Dartmouth on the first of March ; to spend the 

' The journal of Hudson's voyage up the North River will be found in N. Y. 
Hiet. Soc. TranB. i„ 1(13. Moulton furnishes, iu the first part of his HiHt. of 
New York, a minute running commentary on thb jouma], marking, as he goes 
along, Che progreea &om day to day of the famous " Half-Moou." From these, 
and from the interesting sketch which Mr. Sparks haa ^ven of the voyage in 
his valuable life of Hudson, [Amerie. Biog. s., 187,] the above partieuiarB liava 
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BOOK month of April and half of May killing whales and other sea 
-"^ animals near the island of Panar ; thence to sail to the North- 
1009. west, where he would remain till the middle of September, 
and finally to return to Holland by the northeast of Scotland. 
These proposals, owing to contrary winds, did not reach the 
directors, who were ignorant for a considerable time of Hud- 
son's arrival in England. When the news at length reached 
them, they ordered him to return immediately with his vessel 
*o Holland. These orders he would have instantly obeyed, 
had he, as well as the English portion of his crew, not been 
forbidden by the authonties in England, who were exceedingly 
jealous of the maritime enterprises of the Dutch, to leave his 
1610. native country, or to enter into the service of any foreign 
power. It was supposed that the English were desirous them- 
selves to send him with some ships to Virginia, farther to explore 
that part of America.' The Half-Moon returned to Holland, 
after a detention in England of eight months ; but Hudson's 
connection with the Dutch East India Company ceased shortly 
15. after his arrival in England. He re-entered the service of 
the London Company, by whom he had been originally em- 
ployed, and perished at sea, after having discovered the bay 
in the northwest seas which still bears his name. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Boundaries of the Dutch discoveries — Rivers therein — Appearajice and condi- 
tion of the country—The trees— Fruits— Planle—W ild animals— Birds— 
Aquatic fowls— Fish— Reptiles— Natives of the country— Enumeratioii of the 
Torious tribes — Their physical appearance — Mode ol hunting — Agnculture — 
Food— Clothing— Omamenls— Dwallinge—Fiimititre—VillBgEB—CaiioeB— 
Indian women — Marriage — Polygamy — Travail — Political artangeniBnta 
among the Indiana — Waia — Weapons — Treatment of prisoners — Treaties of 
pease — Circulating medium — Burial of the dead — Religious opmions — Manit- 
lous — Inimortality of the soul — Superstitions — Opinions of the creation — 
Medicine men — Method of treating disease — Amusements — Gambling — 
Feeble means of rcsislanoe against the superior powers of the wliite men. 

The territory on the continent of North America, now tlirown chap. 
open to the enterprise of tlie Dutch nation, was embraced be- -^ 
tween the extreme points on the sea coast at which Hudson, 1609. 
in the progress of his voyage, had cast anchor. It was bound- Bonnda. 
ed on the south by the Great Bay, since known as the Dela- 
ware i and on the northeast by New Holland, otherwise Cape 
Cod ; and thus stretched from the thirty-eighth to the forty- 
first or second degree of north latitude. The great River ot 
Canada formed its northern frontier, while its western limits 
were both unexplored and unknown.^ Four large or principal 



degrees, or thereabout", along Ills hOd coast It is boundfid on the nortJieaat 
bj New England, on the soulliwest bv Virginia The eoist tends mostly 
■ w and N E. and is eandj alongside the ocean To the north stretches the 
River ot Canada, a great distance behind The northwest region la Btill 
partly unexplored In the begmiimg, before any mention was 

made of the English, after our people bad hrst discovered and explored the 
most northerly parts of New Netharland, and bad been some distance away 
on thit side of Cape Cod, as we find it describod, thej erected an escutcheon 
on Cape Cod, and took possession The boundanes accord- 

ing as we understand, e«end hence to Cape Hindlopen, four miles south of 
Cape Cornells, in the latitude of eight and thirty degrees. The 

fiouth Baj and South River, called bj many the second great river of New 
Nelherland, lies in the latitude of 3S° 53' It has tno heighte or capes, 
the northern oiUed Cipe Mey, the southern Tape Comolis and the bay 
ili-Blf IS called now Port Ma\ luiw &od>n Ri\ The.e njmeH were tnveii 
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BOOK rivers flowed within these limits into the sea ; namely, the 

■'■^ Great South River, in the latitude of 38° 53'; the North 

'609, River, called also Rio Montanjes, or the Great River of the 

^""^ Mountains, in latitude 40° ; the Hellegat, or East River, by 

which name was distinguished an inlet or arm of the sea, to 

the east of the Island of Manhattans, and a river of fresh 

water, which flowed into the last-mentioned inlet, but of which 

farther mention will be hereafter made. 

The fijst of these rivers derived its name from its geographi- 
cal position, being the southern boundary of the Dutch terri- 
tory. It opened for a considerable distance, before it reached 
its embouchure, into a capacious bay, twenty-six miles long, 
and twenty-four miles broad, which received the waters of 
fourteen navigable tributaries. This river was considered by 
many equal to the great River Amazon. 

The North River, called by the Indians the Cohotatea, 
ran a considerable, but yet unexplored, distance in a nortlierly 
direction, into the interior, receiving in its course the Maquaas 
or Mohawk, and other valuable streams, and carrying a flood 
tide over one hundred and fifty miles from the sea. It was 
esteemed by its first discoverers, both in point of trade and for 
the fertility of its banks, the finest river in North America. 
The other rivers were of equal value and importance, affording 
a ready connmunication inland with the native tribes in all 
directions. 

The country thus watered was, however, a wide and uncul- 

to the places at tho firet diEoovery, before they had others. The discovery 
occurred at the same timo that the North River was discovered, by the same 
ship and people, who entared the south bay before they made the north bay, 
OB the whole hereof k to he read in its length and breadth in ' The New 
World' of John de Laet" Vertoogh van N. N., kap. i. v. vij. viii. Heylen 
in his Coemography aays N. N. exlended from 384° to 41° 15'- The princi- 
pa! materials of this chapter are taken from Vander Douclt's work above 
named ; from the Beschryvinge van NJeuw Nadarlandt, by the same author, 
an able translation of which, by the Hon. Mr. Johnson, is published In the 
N. Y. Hist. Soc. Trans. voL L new series ; from Colden's Hist, of tho Kve 
Nations ; Gallatin'a Synopsis of the Indian Tribes ; Triimbull'B Hiet. of Con- 
nectieut ; Murray's British America ; Wood's Sketch of Long Island ; Proud'a 
Hist, of Pennsylvania ; Jarvis" Discourse on tho Religion of the Indian 
Tribss, in N. Y. Hist. Col. iii., and Memoir on Mohegan Indians, in Mass. CoL 
u. 77. 
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1609. 



tivatcd wilderness, where nature luxuriated in pristine wildness ''^^^■ 
and wealth. The soil along the sea side was light and sandy, • 
mixed with clay. In the interior fine level land, well wate 
intersected with high hills and lofty mountains of reddish sand- anM of 
stone, was everywhere to be found. The surface of the low cuuniry. 
lands was generally a black loam, mixed in some places with 
a strong clay, about a fool and a half deep on an average ; in 
others, with gravel and stones. Near the rivers, and in the 
valleys, were extensive bottoms, aiFording every encourage- 
ment for industrious settlers and planters. Throughout the 
whole country vegetation was rapid, and all the natural pro- 
ductions luxuriant, owing to the constant decomposition of 
vegetable matter — plants, wild grass, and the deciduous foli- 
age — which annually dying, furnished an ever renewing sup- 
ply of rich manure. A primeval forest covered the face of the 
earth. Oaks of all kinds, some from sixty to seventy feet Trew. 
high without a knot ; hickory, walnut, butternut, chesnut, 
beech, butlonwood, birch, ash, elm, pine, (both yellow and 
white,) maple, cedar, willow, whitewood, poplar, hemlock, 
spruce, tamarack, sassafras, linden, alder, and thorn, were 
found growing all around. Wild fruit was equally abundant, ^raiw- 
consisting of acorns, (some of which were very sweet,) ches- 
nuts, beech nuts, walnuts, butternuts, hazelnuts, mulberries, cher- 
ries, currants, plums, gooseberries, medlars, bilberries, black- 
berries, raspberries, cranberries, and strawberries, the latter in 
such abundance that people lay down in the fields and ate them 
to satiety. Pignuts, artichokes, wild leeks and onions, wild peas, 
and other wild fruit also abounded. The entire land, both forest 
and bottom land, was, moreover, covered with vines, climbing 
up the loftiest trees or creeping along the lowly valleys, and 
bearing loads of grapes ; some white, some blue ; some large, 
some small ; some very juicy and others not so good, ym. all 
promising, if properly cultivated, an ample return to the vine- 
dresser. Innumerable medicinal plants were also to be found, riams. 
Maidens'-hair, hartstongue, angelica, polypodium, mullem, 
sweetflag, sassafras, bayberry, crowfoot, plantain, marshmal- 
low, marjoram, cranesbdl, wild indigo, mezereon, sarsaparilla, 
violet, dragonsblood, touch-me-not, blessed thistle, agremony, 
snakeroot, coriander, pleurisyroot, spikenard, Solomon's seal, 
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BOOK ginseng, motherwort, consumption root, and pennyroyal ; with 
TfirtH ^^^ "^''^ "^ which, as well as of various others, which the 
' country furnished, the natives were perfectly familiar in the 
cure of diseases or of wounds, received either in battle from 
other tribes, or from the wild animals of the forest. Numer- 
Animais.ous species of these, panthers, bears, buffaloes, elks, deer, 
wolves, wildcats, foxes, raccoons, beavers, otters, fishers, 
minks, hares, muskrats, rabbits, squirrels, skunks, groundhogs, 
drummers, &c., furnished the natives, whose principal support 
was derived from the chase, with clothing and food at one and 
Birds- the same lime. The wild birds were as numerous as the wild 
animals. Eagles, falcons, sparrowhawks, saihnghawks, kites, 
ravens, castrills, crows, catowls, turkyes, partridges, pheasants, 
woodcocks, snipes, quails, cranes, herons, pigeons, landrun- 
ners, woodpeckers, thrushes, blackbirds, and a small but curi- 
ous bird, called the West India bee or humming-bird, are those 
mentioned by the earliest writers, while they admit that they 
do not enumerate all the species of the winged tribe which 
were to be found in the country in those days. The waters 
fowls, were as prolific of game as the air. Here were swans, geese, 
pehcans, ducks, teal, widgeons, brant, coots, divers, and eel- 
Fish, shovellers. Fish of the finest qualities filled the rivers, the 
bays, and the sea, also, with life. Those in the fresh water 
were salmon, sturgeon, striped bass, drums, shad, carp, perch, 
pike, trout, thickheads, suckers, sunfish, catfish, eel, lampreys, 
divers, mullets, or frost-fish ; those of the sea, codfish, shell- 
fish, weekfish, halibut, herring, mackerel, thomback, floun- 
ders, plaice, bream, blackfish, seal, lobster, oysters, crabs, peri- 
BepuieB. winkle, clams, turtles, and porpoises. Snakes were among 
" the creeping things of the earth," but all harmless, except the 
rattlesnake, many of which, however, were not to be met with. 
The richness of the soil and the abundance of game, favored 
particularly the maintenance and increase of the savage race 
which occupied the country at the period of Hudson's visit. 
indLani. Those people, though belonging to the common Stock of the 
Aigonkin-Lenape family, were cut up and divided into a num- 
ber of separate and independent tribes or nations. To the 
east dwelt the Pequods and the Wampanoags, while the North 
River was divided between the terrible Maquaas or Mohawks, 
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who occupied its upper waters, and imposed tribute on the *^^p- 
smrounding tribes,' the Mahicandcrs or River Indians, who -^~ 
lined its banks on either side to its mouth, and the Matou- 
wacks or Montauks of Sewan-hacky or Long Island, who ex- 
ercised jurisdiction over thirteen minor tribes thereabout. 

Beginning then with the Mohawks ; these occupied the 
country on the west bank of the Cohotatea or Hudson River, 
from the head of the navigation back, some seventy miles. 
Opposite to them, to the east, the wigwams of the Mohegans 
stretched beyond the mountains to the Connecticut. South of 
this nation were settled the Waraonckins on the east, and the 
Waranancongyns on the west, in the vicinity of Esopus, 
where they were afterwards known as the Wappingi or Wap- 
pingers. 

The east side of Tappaans bay was inhabited by the Pacha- 
mis, the Tankitekes, and the Wicquaeskeeks ; the last men- 
tioned of whom occupied a tract of land between the North and 
East Rivers, on the banks of two smaller streams, called the 
Sintsinck and the Aimonck, a few miles north of the fierce 
Manhattce or Manliatlans, "a cruel nation," who held their 
council fires on an extensive island immediately south, which, 
retaining their name, was afterwards called Manhattans.' 



' I have been told by old men in New England, who remember Ihe time 
when tlie Mohnwks made war on their ludiaus, Uiat as Boon aa a single Mo- 
hawk was discovered in the country, their Indians raieed a cry &om hill to hill, 
A Mohawk ! a Mohawk 1 upon which they all Sed, like sheop before wolvee, 
without attemjiting to make the least resistance, whatever odds wore on Iheir 
side. The poor New England Indians inuncdialoly ran to the Christian housed, 
and tho Mohawks often pursued them so closely, that they entered along with 
them, and knocked their brains out in the presence of the people of the honse j 
but if the family had time to shut the door, they never attempted to force it, 
and on no occasion did any injury to the Christiaoe. All the nations roimd 
them have, for many years, entnely submitted to them, and pay a yearly 
tribute to them in wampum. They dare neitlier make war nor peace withoirt 
the consent of the Mohawks. Two old men commonly go about, every year or 
two, to receive this tribute ; Bud I have often had opportunity to observe what 
anxiety the poor Indians were under, while these two old men remained hi that 
pact of the country where I was. An old Mohawk sachem, in a poor blanket 
and B dirty shirt, may be seen issuing his orders, with as arbitrary an authority 
■s a Roman dictator.~Colden'B Five Nations, 3, 4. 

' Bedeuckinge over het aenvaerdon vander laiideryen in N, Nederlandt by 
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BOOK The Hackingsacks were the opposite nation to these, on the 
^~ west, between whom and the sea, dwelt the Raritans. This 
■ tribe, the first of the River Indians witli whom Hudson bad 
communication, occupied a rich and fertile valley, situated 
between two high mountains some distance the one from the 
other, through which flowed a fresh water river that disem- 
bogued in the Neywesinck or Navesinck bay on the south side 
of the Great Bay of the North River, lying between Sandy- 
hook and Aquehonga Manacknong, or Eghquaous, as Staten 
Island was called ;^ but from this country the Raritans, some 
thirty years after this were forced to migrate by ihe spring 
freshets which frtquently destroyed their stock ot maize and 
other provisions stored m wmttr m pits un ler ground joined 
to repedted inLUrsions and attacks from the Minsi and Dela- 
ware 01 Lenno Lenape Indians' whom the Dutch distin- 
guished b\ the name ol Sankhicins (uncrallj speakmg, 
tht. tribe's on one side of the rncrw(,re tile deadly enemies 
of those on the other 

The Delawares and Minsi occupied the country bounded 
eait and south bj the Hudson river iind the Atlantic , west 
by the height of land whith separates the waters falling into 
the Delawaie from those that empty into the Susquuhanna and 
Chesapeake. On the north' they were in possession of the 
country watered by the Schuylkill to its sources. East of the 
Delaware the Lenape tribes were separated by the Catskill 

den Seoretaria Tan "nenboTeii Anno 1650. Modem wrilerB on Indian Ternii- 
tiology have been at mnch troubte to explain the reason why the iGlund of New 
York was firat called Manhattans. Some aver that it was because it flignifies " tha 
place of the original intoxication ;" others, that the name was derived from "a epe- 
cies of wood growing (here, of which (he Indiana made their bows and anowi." 
These are mere Burmiees, founded only on fancy. The early Dutch inhabit- 
anta give an explanation more coneonant to conimon senxe. It was so called 
" from or after the tribe of savages among whom (he Dutch made Iheir fiiat 

Vander Wilden daer de Dnytaen haer eerat by hadden neorgealaen.) Alb. Rec. 
iviii. 346. The original Dalch MSS., in book marked PP. ; N. Y. Hist. Coll. iii. 
3T5. It was the Dutch, therefore, and not the Indians, who first called the 
island of New York " Manhattans." 

■ Book of Patents iv. 63 ; Alb. Itec. vtii. 161. Eghquaous was the Indian 
name as recorded hy the Dalch. 

' Van Tienhoven ul supra. 
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mountains from the Mohawks, who in that quarter seem to chap. 
have been called Minquas. Between tliese and the Minsi, the ^^ 
Wappings, already mentioned, intervened, but the division ^^"^^^ 
line between the two last tribes is not ascertained.' 

Various tribes are mentioned as inhabiting different points 
of the lands west of the Hudson, as the Naraticongs on the 
north side of the Raiitan, and the Capitannesses, the Gacheos, 
and the Pomptons. It is added, that the Delawares were sub- 
divided into the Assunpinks or Stony Creek Indians, tlie Ran- 
kokas or Chichequaas, Mingoes, Andastakas, who were located 
on Christian creek, Wilmington ; Neshaminies, in Bucks co, ; 
Schaka Masons about Kensington, Philadelphia ; Mantas or 
Frog Indians, near Builington ; and the Meniiesinks, above the 
forks of the Delaware.^ 

The Uibes on Long Island are represented to have been of 
the Delaware stock, though some doubt this aUegation, Their 
settlements were generally on the borders of the island, an ar- 
rangement induced, it is to be supposed, by the facihties afford- 
ed for obtaining fish, and those shells from which sewan, or 
wampum, was manufactured, this section of the country hav- 
mg been for years the quarter from which that subslitute for 
a circulating medium was obtained.^ The principal tribes that 
occupied this fertile region were the Canarse, or Canarisse, 
who claimed the chief part of the lands in what is now called 
Kings county, Jamaica, and some part of Newtown. The 
Rockaways were settled on that section which still retains 
their name ; they owned also some parts of Newtown and Ja- 
maica, The Merrikoke and Marsapeague nations stretched 
from Rockaway through what is now Queen's county, into 
Huntington, on the south side of the island. The territory of 
the Mattinecock tribe extended from Flushing, through Queen's 

' Gallatin. ' Prond'a Penn. iL.,294,295 

' Vui Tienhoren held out the facihti^e which this islanii oiibrded for the 
manufacture of wampum aa an encouragement to the Dutch, in 1650, to emi- 
grate to New Netherlaud. Speaking of the eastern extremity of the island, 
he eaye — This Hook is right well situated for carrying on the trade in eewan, 
{wampum ;) it is the mine of New Netherland. Because around and in the 
abovementioned waters, and in the islands thereof, ate found the cookie whereof 
Eewan is manufactured, which would afford great profit to BUljh as would esl^b- 
lisli colonieB or plantations there, 
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BOOK county, to Cowharbor, in Suffolk, on the north side.' The 
"■--- Nissaquagues extended their claim from the last-mentioned 
1609.point to Stony brook, and the Setaukcts from this to Wading 
River. The Corchaug Indians claimed hence to Southold, on 
the north side, while the territory of the Manhassetts was 
Shelter Island. The lands ot the becatiugs adjoined the 
Marsapeagues, and extended to Patchogue m hich tribe reached 
to South Hampton. The Sh necock nation extended from 
Canoeplace to Montauk, vihilst these owned the peninsula, the 
point of which still perpetuates the name of that tribe whose 
chief was styled the Sachtm ot Long I land It is right to 
mention, however, that much confusion obtai is when compar- 
ing the above names with those hinded down by the Dutch 
authorities — a confusion which is owing peihap^ to the differ- 
ence in the language in which these authorities wrote, as well 
as to the names which they gav e the places where the Indians 
were located. 

The most prominent peculiarity that struck Europeans on 
coming into contact with this new race of men, was the differ 
Thjif ence which existed in their physical appearance, when com- 
"iVp^ P^ed with that of the inhabitants of the Old World — a differ- 
"""■ ence which has since led physiologists to class them as a par- 
ticular variety of the human species. Though generally well 
made, broad of shoulder and slender in the waist, capable of 
enduring much fatigue and hunger, their skin was discovered 
at once to be of a different color to that with which they had 
been always most familiar. It was of a red copper, or rather 
an obscure orange hue, not unlike the bark of the cinnamon- 
tree. It was at first supposed that this was the effect of cli- 
mate ; but it is now believed to be artificially produced by the 
habitual and constant use of unctuous substances, in which the 
juice of some root is incorporated, and by which this peculiar 
tinge is communicated to the skin of the Indian tribes of North 
America. 

The face was broad and flat ; the cheek-bones high ; the 

' Thia tribe k repraaented by Van Tienhoven to oonaiet, in IG50, of only 
thirty fainilies. They formerly had a great nnmber of settlements, he adds, in 
Martin Gerrittsen's bay, or Mattinehook ; but, at the time he wrote, it was 
inosllj abandoned and waste. Bedenckinge, &C. 
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forehead low ; the eye sunken, and dark brown ; the nose *^"*^' 
small, with wide nostrils ; and the mouth large, with lips ■™- 
somewhat thick. The hair differed remarkably from that of the 
Caucasian race. Instead of being fine and soft, it was coarse, f=»- 
black, and strong ; every vestige of this appendage of man- 
hood being, however, carefully removed from the Indian face, 
these people regarding a beard with pecuhar antipathy. To 
supply the loss, they indulged, on certain great occasions, in 
the luxury of bedaubing and painting the face in a most fan- 
tastic and grotesque manner. 

In respect to physical strength, the Indian ranked below the 
European ; but though particularly averse to labor, his powers 
of perseverance were found to be equal to a vast amount of con- 
tinued exertion, when such was required. Such a property 
was providentially bestowed on a people who derived their 
chief support from the chase. Hunting, with the Indian, was nuni- 
not only a pastime, but a necessary avocation of his life, to 
qualify him for which, as well as for war, all his education in 
youth, and all the riper energies of his manhood were directed, 
A rigid course of fasting, accompanied by dreaming and vari- 
ous superstitions, were the usual preliminaries to setting forth 
on the great hunt. Arrived at the lairs of the wild animals, a 
circle was formed, by the gradual contraction of which, all 
the game was pressed within a narrower compass, till, driven 
into the very centre of the ring, they fell beneath showers 
of aiTows or spears, or tlie multiplied blows of clubs. On 
other occasions, they were driven to the bank of the river, 
or lake, where canoes were ready to intercept them the mo- 
ment they took the water. Other means which experience or 
ingenuity suggested, such as traps, nets, springs, were also 
used, according as the nature or habits of the prey to be pur- 
sued dictated ; for the beaver and the bear were different in 
every respect. But whatever was the game, the success in 
the cliase was sure to be followed by rejoicings, songs, and 
dances, in which the men of the whole tribe united. 

A rude description of agriculture was combined with the Agncni- 
chase for the purpose of raising food. Patches in the neigh- 
borhood of the villages were laid under maize, tobacco, pump- 
kins, and other such products ; and from the interview which 
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BOOK Hudson had with the old chief, it is evident they raised 
iftOQ ^'"^"'i^ii'^^ °f '^*"Ti The gram, after harvest, was lodged un- 
'der ground in holes lined i^ith bark, and afterwards broken 
Food, between Btones, fiom the meal ofwhich they made coarse bread, 
or cakes, and a thick sort of porridge called sappaan, a favorite 
dish among thenj. They used, however, for ordinary food, 
though they had no slated hours for their meals, meat and fish 
of every kind, clean and unclean, which they cooked in the 
plainest mariner, entrails and all, mixing in their coarse cakes, 
and adding, on extraordinary occasions, beavers' tails, parched 
corn-meal, or very fat meat stewed with chesnuts. Dogs' 
flesh seems to have been in high esteem among them. 

Notwithstanding the heavy dishes of which they made use, 
and the gluttony in which, when occasion offered, they in- 
dulged, consuming almost incredible quantities of food, they 
were capable of extraordinary abstinence, and even took a 
pride in long fasts, in which they could persevere for succes- 
sive days. With all descriptions of intoxicating liquors they 
were unacquainted until Hudson introduced them to a know 
tedge of the all-destroying beverage. 
Cloth- fiig clothing which they used was in every respect as 
rude as their food. It consisted, in the winter, of the skins 
of wild animals sewed together and hanging loosely from the 
shoulders ; in summer, of a piece of skin tied round the waist. 
The children went generally naked ; the females wore round 
their bodies fastened by a girdle their rude robe which extended 
below the knee, with an under-garment of dressed deer-skin 
girt round the waist, the lower border of which w as tastefully 
ornamented with wampum. After the settlement of Euro- 
peans among them subsequentl) men and women added 
to their dress a piece of duffils or coar e cloth ol lamed in 
exchange for furs, which theyhuig o\er the iij^ht ihouldcr, 
the ends extending below the knees. This served as a cloak 
by day and a blanket by night. Their stockings and shoes 
were made of dressed deer-skin. The men went usually 
bare-headed, some wearing their hair only on one side, some 
on both sides of the head ; others carried on the top a strip 
of hair from the forehead to the neck, about tliree fingers' 
breadth, which they cut short till about three fingers long, 
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when it stood erect like a cock's comb, on both sides of whicli chap. 
the hair was cut very close. The whole of this was smeared ---^ 
tliickly with bears' grease. The women, on the other hand, 
usually bound their hair behind in a club, about a hand long, oma- 
in the form of a beaver's tail, over which was drawn a square 
cap, ornamented frequently with wampum. Other ornaments 
of similar manufacture were sometimes encircled aroond their 
arms and necks, or pendent from their ears, with a few streaks 
of paint on their faces, wlien they desired to be excessively 
engaging. Both sexes were particularly fond of ornamenting 
their persons, each using, indiscriminately, ornaments origin- 
ally intended for the other sex.' Hudson found the river tribes 
ornamenting their persons with feathers, shells, and glittering 
plates of copper suspended from the ears and nose, which, 
however, were not bored, but sht to such an extent as to allow 
a stick of wax to be passed through, to which all the orna- 
ments, intended for these parts of the body, were appended. 

Though fond of these baubles and finery, the Indians were 
a slovenly and dirty race. While the European studied to 
keep his skin clean, and free from extraneous substance, the 
Indian's aim was to make his shine, like that of a roasted pig, by 
means of accumulated oil, grease, and paint.^ Soot scraped from 
the bottoms of kettles, the juices of herbs of various tints, render- 
ed adhesive by combination with unctuous substances, were lav- 
ishly used to make his appearance particularly hideous or terrific. 

Their habitations, though those of the Five Nations were uweii- 
of a superior class, were on a par with their otlier social ideas. 

' The Indiana had aome singular ideas of tlie presents which, at Iho first Visil, the 
Curopeans gave them. Tlie axes and hoes which they received, they hung an 
ornaments around their uecks ; and the stocifinga they used as tobacco pouch- 
es.— Heckeweldor. The early French writers relate an amusing anecdote to 
show the confusion of Indian ideas in matters of dress. The Drsuline nuns, 
having educated a Huron girl, presented her, on her marriage to one of lier 
countrymen, with a oomplets and handsome suit of clothes ill the Parisian stylo 
Tliey were much surprised, some days after, to see the husband, who had taken 
)iassession of the whole of the bdde's attire, arrayed in it, and parading bacli- 
ward and forward in front of the convent, betraying every symptom ot the 
most exIraT^ant exultation, which was farther increased on observing the maa 
crowding to the window to see hira, and amiling at hia singular appearance — 
Murray, from Creuxiua. 

- Crelixius, Hist. Nov- Franc. 
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BOOK They were of the rudest construction, consisting merely of 

•^ hickory saplings stuck in the ground and bent at the top into 
an arch, like a bow. These were covered with the bark of 
trees, secured to the poles. Some of these huts are repre- 
sented to have been a hundred and eighty yards long, but 
none more than t \e ty feet w de I ll e n Idle was the fire, 
an opei g n the roof perm tt g tl e cgreos of the smoke. 
The furn ture of tl ese d ell gs cons sle 1 of a few pots, ket- 
tles, or ot! er s ch mple ece sanes w tho t chairs, table, 
knives or aj k % Tl err k fe at first was d sharpened shell ; 
their ase a sharpened stone. In wooden mortars they pounded 
their com with stone pestles, and ate llieir food out of wooden 
bowls. Their couches were of bulrushes or the skins of wild 
vuiagM. beasts. A number of such dwellings composed a village, 
which formed the distinct and separate residence of a tribe, each 
under its own chief. This village was usually located some 
fifteen or twenty miles distant from any other, on the side of 
a sleep hill, on the bank of some deep stream, near the corn 
patch, and was carefully protected by a strong stockade 
from the attacks of other tribes, for much mutual animosity 
prevailed between the Indian nations of New Netherland. 
These villages were not, however, fixed or permanent. The 
inmates were migratory in their habits, and remained not 
long in one place. They shifted according as the season 
prompted. The summer and spring found them on the sea- 
tioast, or river or lake side, in search of fish. In the winter 
they ranged the forest and hunting-grounds in search of game ; 
and, wherever their business called them, 'twas easy to erect 
a rude dwelling such as they were accustomed to. 

cbpims- Their boats or canoes were as rude in construction as their 
dwellings. Some consisted of the trunks of trees hollowed out, 
after an incredible degree of labor, by means of fire, or such 
miserable tools as they could mvent. Others again were 
made of bark, sewed together with thongs made from the dried 
entrails or sinews of animals. Some of these canoes were 
capable of holding from twelve to fourteen persons, ur one 
hundred and fifty bushels of grain. 

Women. Among these people women were nothing better than do- 
mestic slaves, on whom devolved all sorts of labor ; such as 



dbyGoogle 



NEW NETHERLAND. 55 

planting com, cutting and hanling firewood, carrying burdens, chap. 
cooking, attending children, and whatever oilier hard work -"— " 
was to be performed- With such a low estimate of the sex, 
it is not surprising to learn, that scarcely a trace of what con- 
stitutes marriage among civilized nations was found among iisr- 
them. The man presented the woman with some oiFering or 
gift, which, if she accepted, sealed their agreement to live to- 
gether, and this they continued to do so long only as it pleased 
them. They separated the moment they could no longer 
agree, in which cases the issue followed the mother.* Poly- Poiyca 
gamy did not prevail much among them ; each man had com- 
monly but one *vife. A plurality of wives was, however, al- 
lowed to the chiefs. Both men and women were excessively 
unchaste ; though the latt«r, if married, considered such un- 
chasteness disgraceful. Otherwise they placed no restraint on, 
their passions, and consented to any act of lewdness for a few 
ahilhngs. 

The period of travail was one in which the woman or squaw, Tra™ii. 
as the Indian female was called, exhibited proofs of the strongest 
patience and endurance of suifering. When her time was near, 
she retired alone to a secluded part of the woods, near a nin- 
ning stream, where, having prepared a shelter for herself, she 
brought forth her offspring without assistance and without a 
moan. Immediately after her confinement, she immersed her- 
self and infant in the cold brook, whatever was the season of 
the year, and returned home, after having passed a few days 
in her retirement, to apply , herself again without a murmui to 
her usual routine of drudgery. Sickness after childbirth was 
very rare among them, and the children were usually weaned 
when a year old. 

Having thus passed in hasty review the physical and social 
condition of the Indian race, it remains now for us to examine 
their political arrangements. These were based upon the funda- 

' Van dor Donck and Golden ^ree on this point. " As all kinds of slavery is 
banished from the country of the Fiie Nations ; so (says the latter writer) they 
keep themselvea free from the bondage of wedlock, and when either of the parlies 
beconiB di^ustsd, they separate without formality or ignominy to rather, unl^iei 
'tia occasioned by some scandalous olTence in one of them. In case of diTorce, 
the ctiilitren. accordiiig (0 the natural course of iininiala, follow the mother." 
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BOOK mental principle, in perfect keeping with their savage state, of 
-"*' the complete exemption from control of each individual; which 
1609. permitted him, of right, to do whatever he pleased, unchecked 
™il7 and unconstrained, save by his own interests or passions. Each 
^"cni' ^''^^ ^^ ^ separate government, separate laws, separate regu- 
lations, and its own chief; but during peace this chief had lit- 
tle or no power or authority, and was scarce better than any 
other of the nation. He was chosen from among the bravest, 
wheT\ a vacancy occurred, without any respect to the claims of 
the descendants of those who had already held that high office ; 
for among them the chieftainship was not hereditary. Public 
affairs were managed by a council of the wisest, most expe- 
rienced, and most warhke, called sachems ; who, in like man- 
ner, obtained their authority by the general opinion entertained 
of their courage and address, and lost it by a failure in these 
qualities. Both the sachems and chiefs were, however, gener- 
ally the poorest of the community, for they were obliged to 
give away and distribute all the presents or plunder they re- 
ceived in their treaties or in war, so that they had nothing left 
to themselves. There was no salary nor fees to make ofiice 
an object of ambition to these primitive people. 
tawi. Law and justice, in our acceptation of the terms, were in 
a great measure unknown among them. For minor oifences 
there seems to have been scarcely any purushment, and even 
infanticide passed uncensured. Though capital offences were 
not frequent, murders were sometimes committed, in which 
cases the next of kin was the avenger, provided he met the 
murderer within twenty-four hours after the act, when he was 
authorized to take his life. Otherwise the murder could be 
atoned for by the payment of a heavy fine of wampum, and 
by the relatives of the murderer giving way, or precedence, to 
the nearest relatives of the murdered person on meeting them. 
But the rights of man were considered to have been forfeited 
by those who were taken prisoners in war, towards whom no 
pity was entertained, nor, in most cases, mercy shown. 

With passions uncontroOed, absolute freedom of action, and 
excessive tliirst for excitement and display, long-continued 
peace was not to be expected, and a state of war became the 
n lot and condition of the people. The whole tendency 
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of their education and habits led to that point, and to bo a great chap. 
warrior was every Indian's highest aim. •— -*• 

When the resolution was one taken to attack a distant tribe, 
the chief to whom the command of the expedition was as- ware. 
signed, entered on a course of the most rigid training and pre- 
paration. He examined the condition of the arms at the dis- 
posal of his followers, and commenced a series of incantations 
to learn the will of the Great Spirit, who was considered to 
preside over war. Orations of the most inflammatory descrip- 
tion were delivered ; the wampum belt was thrown on the 
ground, and was lifted by him only who was judged worthy to 
fin the post of second in command. The leader then began 
his scries of mystic observances. He was painted black all 
over, and fasted most rigidly, never eating, nor even sitting 
down, until after the sun had set. From time to time, how- 
ever, he drank of a strong decoction of some consecrated 
herbs, with a view to give vivacity to his dreams, or hallucina- 
tions, which were carefully noted down and scrutinized by the 
sages and old men. He was next subjected to the powerful 
action of the vapor bath ; afterwards carefully washed and 
painted anew in bright and varied colors, in which red was the 
most predominant. The great war-caldron was next brought 
out, and placed over a huge fire. Into that caldron every one 
present, as well as those allies who had consented to take part 
in the expedition, threw some offering. A grand feast was 
now prepared. The chief sang his war-song. Other noted 
warriors, with faces painted in a most frightful manner, fol- 
lowed his example, each rising in his turn from his seat, and 
describing the great actions which he and his ancestors had 
performed ; all being accompanied by the war-dance, to the 
sound of a tom-tom, or kettledrum, the only instrument of 
music they used. 

Having now worked their passions up to the fiercest pitch, 
and converted themselves from men into demons, by the force 
of song, revelry, and rivalry, they proceeded to arm, after 
having passed the night in these exciting orgies ; and marched 
forth with their Manitous, or little gods, placed in a common 
box as guardian spirits, occasionally yelling, as they went 
along, iheir terrific warwiioop. 
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BOOK. At the epoch of which we write, the only arms with which 

iKno ^^^ savage was acquainted, were bows and arrows ; the heads 
' of the latter were pointed sharp stones, fastened with resin ; 

weap- the war-club, the wooden spear, and a square shield wliich he 
bore on the left arm. His bowstrings were the sinews of deer, 
or wild hemp, and with these he took the field trusting to 
numbers, ambuscades, yells, and sudden hurpnses for vic- 
tory over the foe. 

On entering the enemy's territorj the stncte'-t silence was 
observed among those who composed the war part) They 
crawled, rather than marched forward jumping on trunks of 
trees, or proceeding through swan ps and streams they used 
every effort to leave no trace of their footsteps Immediately 
after the break of day, ihey made their sudden and unexpected 
onslaught on the devoted tribe or village which thej had come 
to destroy. In a moment the air was rent wilh ihe most un- 
atHyyll Th l f tl b tn —the whirr of the 

d dly -UT f 11 d q k n The wir <,Iub 

w 1 t h 1 d tl 1 t ra d w th all the tury of re- 

g dgyfdp fhUwe suddenly opened 

and 11 t m 1 1 t 1 uf U tl But the duration 
f tl t t f t n 1 1) I t as they were des- 

p t Th q 1 d w th t k alive, or, if slain, 

th t i\ dJ ftntl kfhs fallen enemy, and 

twisting a hand in his hair, drew forth his rude-fashioned knife, 
andwilh one swtep detached the icalp from the skull, and 
lodged it in a bag, the receptacle of these bloody testimonials 
of Ins siill more bloody tnumphs 

Prison- The campaign terminated, the conquerors turned their steps 
homeward, withtheirprisonera, sendrng forward a messenger to 
announce to their friends the intelligence of their approaching 
leturn. In the mean time they engraved on some tree, in the 
neighborhood, the rusull of their enterprise. After their pris- 
oners were secured, they did not subject them immediately to 
ill-treatment, nor if a woman were among the captives, did they 
offer any violence to her chastity. Their male prisoners were 
reserved for more exquisite torture. They were led through 
all the villages of their allies, or subjects, which lay near the 
road, the inmates of wliich were drawn up in two lines, through 
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■which the captives were forced, stark naked, to run the gaunt- chap. 
let. On this occasion they were exposed to every indignity, -^ 
contumely, and assault, the women exhibiting even more fero- 
city than the men. The same sad reception awaited the cap- 
tives at their journey's end, at which they often arrived beaten, 
bruised, and bloody ; more dead than alive. If they, or any 
among them, were accepted by those who had ]ost any of their 
relatives in that or any former campaign, well : their sorrows 
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while his nails were torn from his fangers, and his flesh lace- 
rated with red-hot pincers, or gashed with other weapons, or 
his bowels torn from his mangled body, he laughed at the feeble 
fury of his executioners, and expired, at length, overpowered, 
but not conquered, mocking and defying still, even in death, 
his savage and cruel tormentors. 

War had its term like cveiy other calamity, and a desire for 
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BOOK tranquillity usually followed these ebullitions of phrensy, as the 
y^l^ sunny calm succeeds the desolating Btorm. On these occa- 
sions, tlie nation which sought for peace usually sent some in- 
peace. dividuals or chiefs of note to make overtures. Before these 
was borne the great calumet of peace, which, like the modern 
flag of truce, had a sacred character, and ensured security to 
the ambassadors, who were bearers, also, on these occasions, 
of belts of wampum, as presents in expiation of wrongs in- 
flicted, or expositions of proposals which were to be submitted. 
In the centre of a great council assembled to receive this em- 
bassy, the ambassador, in a set, yet eloquent speech, submitted 
and supported his proposals, speaking in the name of his tribe 
and all their allies. " Lend me your ear," was the language 
of one of the ambassadors from the Five Nations, on an occa- 
sion similar to the one we are now referring to, " for I am the 
mouth of all my country ; you hear all the Iroquois when you 
hear my word." Each proposition of these discouiseg was 
followed by laying down a belt of wampum, and if the prof- 
fered presents were accepted, similar presents were relumed 
in exchange ; the calumet was smoked ; the contract sealed, 
and peace ratified by a solemn burial of the hatchet. 
pumT No article discovered among the savage races has ever ob- 
tained so universal a use as wampum, as it was termed by the 
English, or " seewan," as it was called by the Dutch. On the 
banks of the Hudson, on the shores of the Mississippi, and 
even on the distant borders of the river Niger, in western Afri- 
ca, the disposition or custom of using shells as a circulating 
medium is found tj hue been equally common The Indian 
tribes of ISew Ni-therland were unacquamted with gold or 
silver They took llie great conques and mussel shells which 
were cast on shore by the sea Fiom the inside tf the stem 
of the former they manufactured i ^mall '■mooth white bead 
which they peitorated anl from thi ins de purple face ot tlic 
latter the) madt also beads m shape like a straw one thira 
of an inch long which tley bored long tudinally Tie se they 
strung on hempen fl read or on the diied smews tf bcasus 
and wo\e them afterwards into strips as broad ai one s hand 
and abtut two feel long which were then called bells of warn 
puni The bl tck i ] m [ le w a t« i e tl e * dl le vt the v. lutt 
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'' They value these little bones," says the Rev. Dr. Megapo- '^^■Jp- 
ensis, "ashighly as many Christians do gold, silver, or pearls; ■-"^ 
valuing our money no better than they do iron." This minis- 1609. 
ter once showed an Indian chief a rix-doEar. The sachem 
asked how much it was worth among Christians ; when told, 
he laughed heartily, and said, " we must be great fools to value 
a piece of iron so highly, for if he had such money he should 
throw it in the river." 

This wampum, or seewan, constituted not only the money 
of the Indians, it served likewise as an ornament to their per- 
sons, and distinguished the rich from the poor, the proud from 
the humble. It was a tribute from the conquered to the con- 
queror. It ratified treaties, confirmed alliances, sealed friend- 
ships, cemented peace, and satisfied for murders committed ; 
for the wampum belt washed away the memories of all blaod 
that had been shed, and of all injuries that had been inflicted.' 

The dead, among these primitive people, weie highly hon- Buriaia, 
ored. The body of the deceased, after having been watched 
and bewailed for several dijs, was conducted, dre&sed m all 
its finery, to the place of interment, wheie it Wds fixed in a 
sitting posture on a stone, oi block of wood, near which they 
placed a pot, a kettle, spoon ca plate, with a trifle of money, 
and some provisions, which were considered necessary for the 
journey to the land of souls. The body was then surrounded 
with wood, or bark, to keep the soil from caving in ; a large 
pile of earth, stone, or wood, was laid over the tomb, around 
which a number of palisades were also erected to protect the 
ground from violence, as these burial-places were considered 



' Wampum continued to conetitule the common currency of this country long 
after it ceased to belong te the Dutch. In 1673, thoro wdb, according to Dr. Mil- 
ler, little or no certain coin in the govemment. Wampum passed for current pay- 
meat in aU caeeB. Six white and three black beads for a penny ; and three 
times so much was the value of BJlver. The Bchoolmaster in Flatbush was paid 
his salary, in 1683, in wheat, " wampum value ;" he was bound to provide a 
baein of water for the purpose of baptism, for which he received from the parents 
or Bponsors twelve styvers, " in wampum," for every baptism. Ten years af- 
terwards, m 1693, the ferriage for each single person trom New York to Brook- 
lyn was eight styvers in wampum, or a silver two-pence. " Cowries," a spe- 
cies of Indian shell, are used as money, at the present day, in the interior of 
Western Africa. 
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~7r^ relatives of the de i g n w Id 1 1 ^ h 

■ renewed grief. Tl p d 1 f f bl k 

color, shaved their h L f h dim 

on the grave of ih d d p 11 f h ! d I 

live, or had been si 11 d p d I 

the deceased disapj if f g 1 b f 

had no longer a pi m B 1 g h 

ment to the bones d 1 f 1 f 1 11 m ed 

and when calamii} i j f d h m q I 

native soil, they weie sure to convey along with them, if pos- 
sible, these mouldering relics of their sires. 

Eeii- The notions entertained by the Indians of a future stale, 
and of a Supreme and Almighty Creator, were, notwithstand- 
ing, crude and thoroughly carnal. To all systereis of religion 
they were entire strangers, worshipping no Supreme Being. 
They, however, acknowledged the existence of a God in 
heaven from all eternity ; but who, they alleged, was so en- 
gaged with the society of a beautiful female, that he took no 
note of the occurrences of this world. The principal worship 
was that of the Evil One. Of him they entertained great 
dread ; and to him, when sick, or unsuccessful in war or the 
chase, they offered sacrifices. But of the Supreme Creator 
of all things, of whom Europeans spoke to them, they had no 
conception. " We know not that God," said they, when rea- 
soned with ; " we have never seen him ; we know not who he 
is. We regard the sun and the moon much more than all 
your Gods, for they warm the earth ; they cause the fruits 
thereof to grow." Who it was that created the sun and the 
moon, they stopped not to inquire — they endeavored not to 
comprehend. 

Manii- Apart from the Supreme Being, they believed in a muhi- 
tude of minor spirits or tutelary guardians, and supposed that 
all animated creatures — whether human beings or wild ani- 
mals, the elements, and even the plants — had their good spirits 
to watch over them. This spirit was the Indian's Manittou, 
who protected liim from his infancy to his death. It was re- 
presented by the head of a man carved in miniature on a stick. 
Every Indian had one or more of these, which he carried 
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around his neck in a bag, or suspended on a string, and to chap. 
those they addressed themselves on all iinportant occasions, — v^ 
on a voyage, on the approach of a storm, intrusting to them 
even the guardianship of their camp during tlie night prepa- 
ratory to engaging in an attack on an enemy's quarters.^ 

Yet they acknowledged, v^ith all this, a distinction between ^^^„. 
the body and soul, believing the latter to be immortal, and to ihe%a\. 
go, if good in this life, when the body ceased to live, to a place 
towards the south, where the climate was so fine that it had 
no need of covering there, for the air would be temperate, and 
the heat not over troublesome ■ where abundance of every 
good thin^ w Id 1 t b 1 d tl t tl 11 f j od 
tion; whil th tl 1 uii tl 1 f U w k I Id 

be driven t tl pi w! tl y 1 Id j j t 

conlentmet t j W tl tl p b 1 f n 

ghosts eas ly f 11 d d 
of the wind t ght thr ^ 
forest, or ti 1 wl f tl 

were belie d t b tl lam 
wicked, cond mn d t w d 
repose. & p 1 1 tw 
also, in St t b d g 

operations w t 1 t d 
when they m tl 

ing, or wh i t t t 
purpose th y ml 1 1 th 

powow, as t w t m d wl tl y I by 11 rt f 

harlequinades, to charm his Satanic majesty. They commenced 
by jumping, bellowing, and grinning, as if possessed. Large 
fires were kindled, around and over which they danced ; rolling, 
tumbhng, bending, and making the most violent contortions, 
until the perspiration burst from every pore. Their behavior 
on these occasions would appal a stranger, for at once, and 
suddenly, all the devil drivers would unite in rolling, howling, 
tumbling, and clanging all sorts of hideous noises, until, as 
they said, some beast would appear to them, whose shape the 
devil would assume "for the nonce." If tliis beast were a 

' Charlevoij, Journal, 336. 
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BOOK ravenous animal, tliey considered it a bad omen ; if a liarm- 
■ less one, the sign was propitious. They conceived next tljat 
■ this animal replied to their questions ; tiie answers they inter- 
preted according to their fancy. The presence of Christians, 
on these occasions, marred the plot, and the devil, they said, 
would not on that account be forthcoming. 

creaiioB Their opinions of the creation of this world were in keeping 

world, with their ideas of a future state, and equally vague. They 
imagined that a pregnant woman fell from heaven, and having 
got on the back of a tortoise, scraped the earth together from 
the bottom of the waters, until finally this globe became formed. 
From this female sprung, according to them, all sorts of ani- 
mals ; after which, the creation having been completed, the 
woman again reascended into heaven. They believed in more 
worlds than one, and that the Europeans came from another 
and more distant world. 

All these crude and confused opinions were considerably 

Weditiiifl fostered and encouraged by a class of persons among them, 
called medicine-men, or sorcerers, who lived by, and throve 
Upon, the ignorance and simplicity of their dupes, and whose 
influence was almost unbounded among their tribe. For they 
pretended not only to divine the future, to expound the 
troubled and undigested dreams of the hunter and warrior, but 
to heal the woimds and diseases which these wild men received 
in their expeditions in search of glory or of food. Their medi- 
cal or surgical skill was, however, of the humblest sort. The 
gum of the pine-tree furnished them with a ready application 
for wounds of all descriptions. Rheumatic pains or inflam- 
matory diseases were subjected to the relaxing power of the 
Tapor bath, with which were combined scarifications of the 
painful parts. From the vapor bath, the Indian medicine-man, 
the original Presnitz and first hydropath of this continent, 
flung his patient, all teeming with perspiration, into the nearest 
pond or river, and by this practice succeeded in many cases 
in restoring health, But should the disease exceed his skill, 
he immediately ascribed it to the secret agency of malignant 
spirits. He then changed his character. No longer a physi- 
cian, he became a magician. He sung and danced around his 
patient, invoking his god with loud cries. He felt all over the 
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sick man's body for the enchanted spot ; rushed upon it like a CHAr. 
madman ; tore it with his teeth, often pretending to show a •— -»- 
small bone, or other object that he had extracted, and in which 3609, 
the evil one had been seated. The process was repeated the 
next day, with increased violence, or the unfortunate patient 
was surrounded with men of straw, wearing wooden masks, 
all of the most frightful shapes, in the hope of scaring away 
the mysterious tormentor; or a painted image was made, 
which the medicine-man pierced with an arrow, pretending to 
vanquish the foul fiend thereby. Various other mummeries, 
each more absurd than the other, were had recourse to, in the 
midst of which the sick man expired, leaving the confidence 
of the people in theii mighty medicine-man equally strong and 
unshaken. It is not strange that in such a state of society 
thousands were swept away on the visitation of any epidemic, 
or plague, which communications with Europeans afterwards 
might have introduced among them, the ravages of which their 
own ignorance and superstition only augmented in a tenfold 
degree. 

The Indian life was not, however, a ceaseless round of toil Amaw 
and suffering. These people had their hours of relaxation, 
their seasons of amusement, as well as our more civilized na- 
tions ; and at these times they, no doubt, enjoyed themselves 
with as much zest as the most, polished circles. 

Their favorite enjoyments were smoking, singing, and 
dancing. The first, however, was of a serious occupation 
rather than a light amusement. With it they opened their 
great councils ; with it they closed their most important delibe- 
rations, for on every matter of weight the pipe was introduced, 
the calumet went round. Their music was of the simplest 
kind ; their songs generally were extemporaneous histories of 
their own exploits in hunting or in war ; or sometimes the 
praises of some ferocious animal which they had OTfircome. 
Their dances were of various kinds. They had the war-dance, 
the calumet or peace dance, the marriage -dance, and the myg 
tic dance carried on by their jugglers, accompanied by the 
most gross superstitions. In the last dance, the devil was said 
always to perform a part. 

Their games were many, but partook rather of a gambling, «•»« 
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BOOK than a light character, and were usually preceded, like their 
— — war and hunting expeditions, by a course of fasting, dreaming, 
1609, and other propitiatory devotions. The game of the bone re- 
sembled that of throwing dice, with this distinction, that the 
" bones" were thrown in the air instead of on a table, as among 
modem gamblers. Considerable escitement accompanied this 
game, and men have been known, as in our day, to stake 
and lose ail they were worth on this chance hazard. The 
grand festival of dreams was, like the carnival of the Euro- 
pean continent, an unbridled license from all decorum and rule. 
It continued for fifteen days, during which they ran about, 
frightfully disguised, committing every extravagance. He 
who met another, demanded an explanation of his dream, and, 
if not satisfied, he threw cold water, hot ashes, or dirt on the 
guesser, or rushing into his hut, broke and destroyed his furni- 
ture. Sometimes occasion was taken to give vent in this way 
to an old grudge. The moment the term of the feast had ex- 
pired, order was re-established by a general feast, when aU 
damages were scrupulously indemnified. 

Such was the race which had possession of the continent 
of North America when first visited by the Half-Moon ; such 
were their mariners, habits, and customs. On a close and 
calm review of these, we cannot be surprised to find that the 
Indians steadily lost ground, from the moment they came into 
contact with the more civilized European, until at length they, 
as it were, entirely disappeared from our sight. They carried 
within themselves the seeds of their own destruction. Either 
totally ignorant of the arts of peace, or addicted excessively 
to the destructive pursuits of war, they were without resources 
to fall back upon, to protect their race from the superior 
knowledge, address, and cunning of tlie white man, whose 
energy, ambition, and avarice were not to be contented nor 
controlled, until he became exclusive ruler of the New 
"WorU. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Truce between the Dutch and Spaniards — Crisis favorable foi Hndson's dis- 
novffly — PriTile adventurers resolve to send a ship to the Great River — Erect 
IbitB thereupon — Establiehment on the island of Manhattan under Headrick 
Corstiaeneen — Visited by Captain Argal, and obliged to acknowledge its de- 
pendence on the crown of England — States Genera! grant eiolusive rights 
to all who discover new counlriea — Edict of 27th March, 1614 — Dutch send 
Adriaen Block, Hendrick Coistiaensen, and Comelis Jacobsen Mey, with five 
ships, in search of new lands — They proceed to the mouth of the Great River 
of (he Manhattans — Block's vessel burnt — builds (he Restless— Explores the 
East River — Discovers the Freshwater River, &.C. — Passes through (ho 
Sound and meets Corstiaeneen — Returns home — Progress of Mey — His discov- 
eries — Captain Hendrickson conthiues to explore the country in the Restless — 
Reports of discoveries laid before the States General — The country acquires, 
for the firat time, the name of New Netherland — Charter or grant of Octo- 
ber, 1614, to Uni(ed New Netherland Company — Revier van den Vorst 
Mauritius — Forts erected at each extremity thereof — Dutch drive an active 
trade among the Indians— Captain Hendrickson returns to Holland— His re- 
port — Expiration of the charter of Oct 1614 — Fort removed from Castia 
Island to (he Noordtman's Kill— Treaty of the Dutch with (he Five Nations— 
Causes leading (hereto, and importance thereof. 

Tke gallant and enterpriaing people under whose auspices chap. 
Hudson had achieved his brilliant discovery, had just emerged — — 
from a long, bloody, but glorious contest for freedom, which 1609. 
they had waged with dogged determination against Spain since 
1566. Pursuing their tyrants into the remotest recesses of 
their extensive possessions, they soon made themselves felt 
wherever they appeared, and finally struck such a fearful blow 
at the maritime preponderance of the enemy, by the victory 
gained in the year 1608 over the Spanish fleet, by Jacob 
Heemskirk, (the bold navigator who had wintered, as we 
have already mentioned, at Nova Zembla,) that the Spaniards 
readily concluded a truce, in the course of the following year, 
with the Dutch, whereby the independence of the latter was 
virtually, if not formally acknowledged. 

It was at this crisis, when peace had at length returned, 
after an absence of more than forty years, and when numbers 
of people must, by the transition, have found themselves de- 
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BiKiK prived of their accustomed active employment, and habitual 
-"■^ excitement, that the intelligence of Hudson's discovery broke 

1609. on the public, affording to private adventure a new field for 
the exercise of those energies which had hitherto been absorbed 
by the war, and which now would naturally seek new fields for 
the employment of its capital. 

The commodities which abounded among the natives of Ihe 
newly discovered countries, were objects of great demand in 
Europe. The furs that the rigors of the northern climate 
rendered indispensable to the inhabitants of Holland, and 
which they had hitherto obtained through Russian and other 
traders, were to be had now from the Indians in exchange for 

1610. the veriest baubles and coarsest goods. Stimulated by these 
considerations, and by the hope of profitable returns, a vessel 
was dispatched by some Amsterdam merchants, freighted with 
a variety of goods, to the Manhattans, in the course of the 
following year.' 

1611. The success of this venture seems to have given increased 
stimulus to the spirit of enterprise. New discoveries were 
projected ; licenses were granted by the States General, on 

Fb!). recommendation of the Admiralty, to two ships, the Little 
Fox, and Little Crane, ostensibly to look again for a 
Sept. -7. northerly passage to China; and the cities of Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, Hoom, and EnckhuyzCn, as wed as. several pri- 
vate merchants and citizens, appbed for information to the 
States of Holland and West Frjegland, relative to a certain 
newly discovered navigable river, and the proper course to be 

1612. steered in . proceeding thither.* These ships proceeded, on 
procuring the requisite information, to that quarter, early in 
the Misuing' spring; and of so much importance, was the 

1613jcountry now considered, that the traders erected and garrisoned 
one or two small forts ■ on, the river, for the protection of the 

' Alb-Recxiiv,, 167; Hirf.Doc i.,2il; De Laet ; Larabrechteea,; Mouiton, 
337 ; Heckeweldei. Mr. Gallatin etates in liis Synapsis of tli^ Indian Tribes, 
p. 41, on th? leelimony of the Rev. Mr, Heckewelder, that the Dutch made 
their first settlement on the shore opposite New York island, about the yi at 
1610. All this, however, rests on mere traditioii, aiic! may be cooloaaded witli 
the visit paid the Raritans in 1S09. 

» Hoi. Doc. i., 12, 13, 14. 
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fur-trade, which the new-comers began to drive with the chap. 
Indians.' -— ^ 

The favorable position of the island of Manhattan for com- 
merce was easily perceived by the Europeans from the first, 
and it soon became the head-quarters of the traders. Their 
establishment in that locality consisted now of four houses, 
under the superintendence of Hendrick Corstiaensen, who, by 
means of his trading-boats, visited every creek, inlet, and bay 
in the neighborhood, where an Indian settlement was to be 
found, and thus secured for his employers the furs and other 
valuable produce of the country. 

But the growing prosperity of the infant post was now fated 
to experience an unexpected check. Capt. Argal, of Virginia, 
returning in the month of November of this year from a seem- 
ingly predatory visit to a settlement which the French had 
made at Port Royal, in Acadia, touched at the island of Man- 
hattans, with a view, it is said, of looking after a grant of land 
whicii he had obtained there from the Virginia Company, and 
forced Corstiaensen to submit himself and his plantation to the 
king of England, and to the governor of Virginia under him, 
and to agree to pay tribute in token of his dependence on the 
English crown.* 

Whether the merchants in Holland, who had thus far traded 
to the Manhattans, were alarmed by the intelligence of this 
threatening visit of the English commander, or anxious to se- 
cure to themselves the monopoly of a commerce the value of 
which they could now, in some manner, calculate, cannot be 
well knov™ ; but active steps were taken, early in the next 
year, to obtain an exclusive right to the trade of those distant 1614. 
countries. Petitions were accordingly presented to the Slates Match 
of Holland and West Friesland, praying that the States Gen- 

Oock mede onder het oppergebeit van Uwe Hooge Moogcnde, alroor den 
JBU 1S14, dual een oRe tweede fortieren syn geleglit, en met volck ver«en tot 
bfeohermiiige van danzelven haadel. Memorial of West India Comp., Hoi. 
doc. ii., 138. 

' Heylsn's Cosmography, anno 1 6S9, b. iv., 96 ; London documsnta ; Beauchamp 
PlanlageaefB New Albion; Burke's Virginia, 173; Slilh's Virg., 133; Bel- 
knap's America, 45. A very interesting and valuable paper, written by the 
Hon. Mr. FolBom, on Argal'a incursion, will be found in N. Y. Hist. Soc. ColL, 
new berJes, i., 333. 
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BOOS eral be recommended to pass an ordinance conferring on 
— -^ those who may discover new lands the exclusive privilege of 
1614. making six voyages thilher. In compliance with this re- 
March quest, the following Octroy was formally passed, a few days 
after: 

" The States General of the United Netherlands. To 
all those to whom these presents shall come, or who shall hear 
them read, Health ! Be it known, Whereas, We under- 
stand it would be honorable, serviceable, and profitable to this 
country, and for tlie promotion of its prosperity, as well as for 
the maintenance of seafaring people, that the good Inhabitants 
should be excited and encouraged to employ and occupy 
themselves in the seeking out and discovery of Courses, Ha- 
vens, Countries, and Places which have not, before now, been 
discovered or frequented ; and having been informed by some 
traders that they intend, through God's merciful help, by 
diligence, trouble, danger, and expense, to employ tliemselves 
thereat, as they should expect to derive handsome profit there- 
from, if it pleased Us to privilege, octroy, and favor them, 
that they should alone resort and sail to, and frequent the 
Courses, Havens, Countries, and Places, by them newly found 
and discovered, for six voyages, in compensation for their out- 
lays, troubles, and dangers : With interdiction to all, directly 
or indirectly to resort or sail to, or frequent the said Courses, 
Havens, Countries, or PUces, before and sooner tlian the first 
discoverers and finders thereof shall have completed the afore- 
said six voyages : — 

" We, therefore, having duly weighed the aforesaid matter, 
and finding, as herebefore slated, the aforesaid undertaking to 
be laudable, honorable, and serviceable to the prosperity of 
the United Provinces, and wishing that the trial should 
be free and common for all and every of the Inhabitants 
of this country, have, and do hereby, invite all and every 
of the Inhabitants of the United Netherlands to the afore- 
said search, and, therefore, have granted and consented, grant 
and consent hereby that those who any new Courses, Havens, 
Countries,orPlaces shall from now henceforwarddiscover.lhey 
alone shall resort to the same or cause them to be frequented, 
tor four voyages, without any other person having the power 
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to sail, resort to, or frequent, directly, or indirectly from the chaf. 
United Provinces, the said newlv found and discovered ■^"^^ 
Courses, Havens, Countries, or Places, before the first finder 1614. 
and discoverer thereof shall himself have made, or cause to 
be made,/oMf- voyages, on pain of confiscation of the ships 
and goods with which he shall contrary hereto make the at- 
tempt, and a fine of Fifty Thousand Netherlands Ducats, to 
the profit of the aforesaid finder or discoverer. Well under- 
standing that the finder, on completion of the first voyage, shall 
be holden, within fourteen days after his return from said voy- 
age, to deliver to Us a pertinent report of the aforesaid discov- 
ery, that, his adventures tliereupon being heard, it may be 
adjudged and declared by Us, according to circimistances and 
distance, within what time the aforesaid four voyages shall be 
fully completed. 

" Provided that We, hereby, do not understand to prejudice 
or in any way diminish our former Grants and Concessions ; 
And if within the same time, or in one year, one or more 
Companies find and discover such new Courses, Passages, 
Countries, Havens, or Places, the same shall enjoy together 
there Our Grant and Privileges ; and in case any differences 
or questions should arise concerning these, or happen other- 
wise to spring, or proceed from these Our Concessions, such 
shall be decided by Us, according to which each shall be 
bound to regulate himself. And in order that these our Con- 
cessions shall be known equally by all, have We ordered 
that these be published and affixed at the accustomed places 
in the United Countries. 

" Thus Given at the Assembly of the High and Mighty 
Lords States General, at Gravenhague, this 27th day of March, 
in the year 1614."' 

Shortly after this, the attempt was again renewed to com- Junaai. 
plete and obtain the charter for tlie proposed West India Com- 
pany ; several references on the subject were made by the Aug. 
States General, but these eventuated in nothing decisive, and 
the charter remained unsanctioned during the continuance of Sept. 
the truce between the Spaniards and the Dutch. 

; Aitzema, L, 154 j Hoi. Doc. i., 15, 17,19; 
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Boo.t III the mean time, the Ordinance of the 27th March ex- 
-^ cited considerable animation and activity among adventurers, 
1614- A number of merchants belonging to Amsterdam and Hoom 
fitted out and dispatched five ships : namely, the Little Fox, 
the Nightingale, the Tiger, and the Fortune, the two last under 
the command of Adriaen Block and Hendrick Corstiaensen, of 
Amsterdam. The fifth vessel was called the Fortune also ; 
she belonged to Hoom, and was commanded by Captain Cor- 
nelis Jacobsen Mey. 

The three last-named and now well-known navigators pro- 
ceeded immediately on an exploring expedition to the mouth 
of the Great River of the Manhattans, but Block had the mis- 
fortune, soon after his arrival there, of losing his vessel, which 
was accidentally burnt. The indomitable energy of tlie Dutch 
skipper, however, soon triumphed over a misfortune which 
would have arrested the further progress of many men of less 
perseverance. He forthwith set about constructing a yacht, thirty- 
eight feet keel, forty-four and a half feet long, and eleven and 
a half feet wide,' which, when completed, he called the " Rest- 
less," significant of his own untiring industry ; or, as one 
would be justified in concluding, of that enterprising cily 
which now pushes its vessels into every sea, and whose 
commerce is known in every land. In this craft, the first 
specimen of European naval architecture in these waters. 
Skipper Block proceeded to explore the coast east of Manhat- 
tan Island. He sailed along the East River, to which he gave 
the name of " The Hellegat," after a branch of the river 
Scheld, in East Flanders ;^ and leaving Long Island, then 

' When hia (Block'i) ship was accidenlally bamt in the year 1614, h« cod- 
stnicted there a yacht with a. keel 38 feet long, 44J (tset from stem to Btem, 
and Hi feet wide. In this vessel he sailed through Hellegat into the Great Bay, 
(Sound,) and e^lored all the places thereabout, continning his courae as for as 
Cape Cod, where he fell in with the ship of Hendrick Corstiaensen. He after- 
ward returned home, and left the yacht on that coast for further use. De Laet. 

' Tboogh the name of Hellegat is now confined (o that pwnt where the 
waleis of the Sound anite with those of the Eael Btver, it ori^natly belonged 
to the whole of the latter, which was called by [he first discoverers the 
Hellegat River, after the branch of the Scheld situated between tlie manors of 
Axel and Hulst, in Flanders. A description of the Dutch ■' Hellegat" will be 
band la Martinet's Beschryv. der Nederlauden, iv., 4. 
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called Metoac, or Sewan-hacky, " the land of shells," on the "^^p- 
south, he discovered the Housatonick, or river of the Red ry^ 
Mountain, and gave to the Norwalk islands the name of the 
Archipelagoes. Somewhat east of lliese, he came to the 
mouth of a considerable body of water flowing from the north- 
west. He ascended this stream as high as 41° 48', where he 
found an Indian village, or fort, belonging to the Nawaas. 
This body of water, which has since been known as the Con- 
necticut, he named the Fresh River. After an intricate navi- 
gation of some leagues, he passed into what he considered a 
great bay, but which is now known as the Sound, and through 
this gained the main ocean, and thus determined, for the first 
time, the insular character of Long Island. Off the eastern 
extremity of this island, he found two smaller islands, to one 
of whicli he gave his own name ; to the other, that of his 
brother navigator, Hendrick Corstiaensen. He next discovered 
the great Narragansett bay, which he called the Bay of Nassau. 
He thoroughly explored this sea, determined its length and 
breadth, and gave to its eastern entrance the name of " An- 
chor;" to its western, that of "Sloop" Bay. Here he had 
some intercourse with the natives, whom he called Naliicans, 
and whom he describes as shy of disposition. From this 
place, Block continued his course to Cape Cod, which Hud- 
son, it will be recollected, had already called New Holland, 
and there fell in with Hendrick Corstiaensen' s ship. 

While these navigators were thus engaged at the east. Cap- 
tain Cornells Mey was actively employed in exploring the 
Atlantic coast farther south. After having examined the 
southern shore of Long Island, and determined its length, he 
followed the continent until he reached the great Delaware 
Bay, (where Hudson had anchored on his return from the 
Chesapeake,) two capes of which still commemorate his visit ; 
one, the most northward, being called after him. Cape Mey ; 
another. Cape Comelis ; while the great south cape was 
called Hindlopen, after one of the towns in the province of 
Fries! and. 

On the return of these expeditions to Holland, the farther 
and more minute examination of the coast was committed to 
one Captain Hendrickson, who proceeded, in the small yacht 
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BOOK which had been built by Adriaen Block, and which he had left 
"^^yr- on the coast for farther use, to the Delaware, to ascertain the 
nature of that country, and to open a trade with the natives 
there. 

In the mean time, intelligence of the discoveries made by 
Block and his associates having been transmitted to Hol- 
land, was received there early in the autumn of this year. 
The united company by whom they had been employed, 
lost no lime in taking the steps necessary to secure to them- 
selves the exclusive trade of the countries thus explored, 
which was guarantied to them by the ordinance of the 27th 
of March. They sent deputies immediately to the Hague, 
who laid before the States General a report of their discov- 
eries, as required by law, with a figurative map of the newly 
explored countries, which now, for the first time, obtained the 
name of " New Netherland." A special grant in favor of 
Oct II. the interested parties was forthwith accorded by their High 
Mightinesses, in the following terms : 

" The States General of the United Netherlands to all to 
whom these presents shall come, greeting. Whereas Gerrit 
Jacob Witsen, former burgomaster of the city of Amsterdam, 
Jonas Witsen and Simon Morissen, owners of the ship called 
the Little Fox, (het vosje,) Captain Jan de Witt, master ; 
Hans Hongers, Paul Pelgrom, and Lambrecht van Tween- 
huysen, owners of the two ships called the Tiger and the For- 
lime. Captains Adriaen Block and Hendrick Corstiaensen, 
masters ; Arnoudt van Lybergen, Wessel Schenck, Hans Cla- 
essen, and Barent Sweetsen, owners of the ship the Nightingale, 
(Nochtegael,) Capt. Thuys Volckertsen, merchant in the city 
of Amsterdam, master; and Pieter Clementsen Brouwer, Jan 
Clementsen Kies, and Comelis Volkertsen, merchants in the 
city of Hoorn, owners of the ship the Fortune, Capt. Comelis 
Jacobsen Mey, master, have united into one company, and 
have shown to Us, by their petition, that after great expenses 
and damages, by loss of ships and other perils, during the 
present year, they, with the abovenamed five ships, have dis- 
covered certain new lands, situated in America, between New 
France and Virginia, being the seacoast^ between 40 and 45 
degrees of latitude, and now called New Nethbrland; — 
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" And whereas, they further represent that We did, in the chap. 
month of March, publish, for the promotion and augmentation -—^ 
of commerce, a certain consent and grant, setting forth that 1614. 
whosoever should discover new havens, lands, places, or pas- 
sages, should be permitted exclusively to visit and navigate the 
same for four voyages, without permitting any other person 
out of the United Netherlands to visit or frequent such newly 
discovered places, until the said discoverers shall have per- 
formed the four voyages, within the space of time prescribed 
to them for that purpose, under the penalties therein expressed, 
&c., and request that We should be pleased to accord to them 
due testimony of the aforesaid grant in the usually prescribed 
form: 

" Wherefore, the p n 1 g b en considered, and 
We, in our Assembly h n n m at on of the pertinent 
report of the petitio el t I tl d veries and finding 

of the said new count b tw n tl ab enamed limits and 
degrees, and also f th ad nl have consented and 

granted, and by ih p t d I and grant, to the 

said petitioners, now un t d to mj any, that they shall 

be permitted exclu^ 1} 1 tain ate the above de- 
scribed lands, situate in America, between New France and 
Virginia, the seacoasts of which lie between the 40th and 
45th degrees of latitude, and which are now named New 
Netherland, as is lo be seen on the figurative maps by them 
prepared ; and to navigate, or cause to be navigated, the same 
for four voyages, within the period of three years, to com- 
mence from the first day of January, 1615, or sooner, without 
it being permitted, directly or indirectly, to any one else to 
sail, to frequent, or navigate, out of the United Netherlands, 
those newly discovered lands, havens, or places, within the 
space of three years, as above, on penalty of the confiscation 
of the vessel and cargo, besides a fine of fifty thousand Neth- 
erlands ducats, for the benefit of said discoverers. Provided, 
however, that by these presents We do not intend to prejudice 
or diminish any of our former grants and concessions ; and it 
is also oiu: intention that if any disputes or differences should 
arise from these our concessions, that tbey shall be decided by 
ourselves. 
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BOOK " We, therefore, expressly command all governors, justices, 
-"*- officers, magistrates, and inhabitants, of the aforesaid United 
1614.pjetherlands, that they allow said company peacefully and 
quietly to enjoy the whole benefit of this our grant, and to 
interpose no difficulties or obstacles to the welfare of the same. 
Given at the Hague, under our seal, paraph, and the signature 
of our Secretary, on the 11th day of October, 1614,'" 

Having thus obtained for themselves the exclusive right to 
visit and trade with the countries in America, lying between 
the fortieth and forty-fifth degrees of north latitude, of which 
they strangely claimed to be the first discoverers, so shortly after 
Hudson's visit, the above named merchants, who now assumed 
the name and title of " The United New Netheeland Com- 
pany," proceeded to make the arrangements necessary to draw 
from their new possessions the largest returns. On an island 
situated at the head of the navigation, near the west bank of 
the Manhattan River, now named De Riviere van den Vorst 
Mauritius, or Prince Maurice's River, and immediately be- 
low the present city of Albany, they caused a trading house to 
be erected, thirty-six feet long and twenty-six feet wide. 
Around this was raised a strong stockade, fifty feel square, 
which was next encircled by a moat eighteen feet wide, 
the whole being defended by two pieces of cannon and eleven 
stone guns, mounted on swivels, and garrisoned by ten or 
twelve men. This post was placed under the command of 
Jacob Jacobz Elkens, who continued here four years in the 
employ of this association,^ during which time he was well 
liked by the natives, with whose language he was thoroughly 
conversant. Another fort was erected, under the superintend- 
ence of Corstiaensen, on an elevated spot on the southern ex- 

' Hoi. Doc. i., 39, 40, 49, 43, 44, 45, 46. Chalmsra states, in bis Political 
Annals, p. 569, that " the naras of New Hetherlond" had not any BiiatBiice at 
the thne of the incorporation of the Dutch West India Company — that is, in 
1621. The above charter shows into what an egregiouB error this author has 
fallen. 

* Ai ie wereldt genoegh bekent is, en by Jacob Elkens aelffi (en beeten 
wiste, ale alvoor den jaar 1614 gebmyckt synde in den dienst vaodegeene die 
doen ler tyt octroy van U. H. Mogende hadden, om deselve revier en cirenmja- 
centon alleen te bevaren. Memorial of (he lix to States Gen'L HoI.Doc.iL, 13G. 
Alb. Rec x\iv.. 167, The dimensioHB of the fort on Castle Island are given in 
the figurative map of 1616 
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Iremity of the island Manhattan,' where an insignificant estab- chap. 
lishment had already existed in 1613, as already stated. Pos- -—^ 
session was thus laken of the two most important points on 1615. 
the river, to which the powerful Mohawks, the fierce Manhat- 
tes, and the various other tribes in the neighborhood, brought 
their valuable furs to be exchanged for European trinkets and 
duffels. The post at the mouth of the river was, however, the 
traders' head-quarters. Hither annually came the ships of the 
New Netherlajid Company, and hence was annually exported 
whatever had been collected from the Indians, after their hunt- 
ing season, at the neighboring coasts and rivers; from the 
distant castles of the Five Nations to the hunting-grounds of 
the Minquas. Considerable activity consequently prevailed 
among the agents and other servants of the company in push- 
ing trade, and exploring the adjoining coasts. Runners 
scoured the woods, in order to become acquainted with the 
habits of the Indians, their manner of dealing, and to establish 
friendly relations with those tribes to which the Dutch were 
not already known. 

The " Restless" having now thoroughly examined the coast 
as far as 38°, and penetrated up the Delaware as far as the 
Schuylkill, Capt. Hendricksen returned to HoUand in the 1616. 
summer of 1616, from liis second voyage, for the purpose of 
laying before the managers of the company the particulars of 
his explorations. On being presented to the States General, Aug. 
he made a verbal report of his adventures, on the part of 
his employers, who, at the same time, petitioned their High 
Mightinesses, setting, fm-th that they had, at considerable' ex- 
pense, discovered and explored certain countries, bays, and 
three rivers, lying in latitude from 38° to 40°, with a small 
yacht called the Restless, of about eight lasts burden, com- 
manded by Capt. Cornelis Hendricksen, Jr., of Monnichen- 
dam, which yacht the petitioners had budt in the aforesaid 
country. They thereupon demanded, in conformity with the 
provisions of the. ordinance of March, 1614, the exclusive 
privilege of trading thither. 

Skipper Hendricksen's report, it is to be regretted, is 

' Moulton, 344. Heylen's Cosmography, B. iv., 
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B<K)K both meager and brief. After the detail of the preceding 
-'•'^ discoveries, he described the country as ft-ell wooded with 
oak, pine, and hickory, which trees, he added, were in some 
places covered with vines. He stated tliat he found in 
those parts, male and female deer, turkeys, and partridges, and 
that the climate was as temperate as that of Holland ; that he 
had traded for seal and sable skins, furs, and other peltries, 
with the Minquas, from whom he had ransomed three of the 
company's servants, who had left their employment among 
the Mohawks and Mohecans, having given, in exchange for 
them, beads, kettles, and other merchandise.' 

Whether it was that the States General were dissatisfied 
with the small amount of information furnished in this report, 
or that other interests had by this time sprung up, which were 
anxious to participate in the advantages of the trade to Amer- 
ica, or that paramount reasons of public policy influenced their 
deliberations, their High Mightinesses laid this application 
on the table, and the exclusive grant to the New Netherland 
Company expired, by its own limitation, on the 1st of Janu- 
1618. aryi 1618,* in the spring of which year, the breaking up of 
the ice, and the accompanying freshet on the River Mauritius, 
or North River, did so much injury to the company's fort on 
Castle Island, that their servants were obliged to abandon it, 
and to remove a few miles south, to the banks of the Tawal- 
sontha Creek, now called the Norman's Kill. Here, on a 
hill, called by the Indians Tawassgunshee, they erected a 
new fortification, and concluded with the great Confederacy 
of the Five Nations a forma! treaty of alliance and peace.^ 

' Dat bij oocb met inwoonderea van Minquas geliandelt, ende baei afge- 
kocht heeft drie Eeckere persoonen, weaende v»n den Compagnie volck, welcka 
drie persoouen haer hadden laaten gebniycken ten dienete van de Maqnaa ends 
Mahicane, daervoor gevende ketelen, coralen, ende coopmuigcbappeD. Hot. 
Doc L, 53, 55, 59, 60, 61. 

' Hoi. Doc, i., 62, 91. 

• Alb. Bee, ixiv., 167. Moullon, 346. The Datch who settled New Nelher- 
land, now New York, in 1609, entered into an alUance with the Kve Nations, 
which conUnued without any breach on either side, &i the English gained this 
coantry. Colden's Hiat. of the Five Nations, 33. The Nonnan'a Kill derives 
its present name from Andriee Bratt, who was Butnamed " De Noomion," or 
Northman, having been a native, it ia said, of Denmark. 
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This celebrated Indian confederation was composed of five c 
tribes, namely, the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, - 
and Senecas, and generally known by the name of the Iro- 
quois. They inhabited that country bounded on tlie east by 
the great River Manhattes and Lake Irocoisia, or Champlain ; 
on the west by Lake Erie and the River Niagara ; on the 
north by Lake Ontario and the Great River of Canada ; and 
on the south by the country of the Lenni Lenape, or Dela- 
wares. When the Dutch arrived in America, the tribes com- 
posing the Five Nations were at war with the Algonquin, or 
Canada Indians. But the latter having formed an alliance 
with the French, who, some years previous to this date, had 
coinuienced the settlement of New France, as Canada was 
called, derived such powerful aid from the fire-arms of their 
European allies, that the Iroquois were defeated in almost 
every rencontre with their ancient enemy. Smarting under 
the disgrace of these unexpeciea repulses, the Iroquois hailed 
the establishment among them, now, of another European na- 
tion familiar with the use of those terrible instruments, which, 
almost without human intervention, scattered death wherever 
they were directed, and defied the war club and bow and ar- 
row as weapons of attack or defence. Though jealous by 
nature, and given to suspicion, the Indians exhibited none of 
these feelings towards the new-comers, whose numbers were 
too few even to protect themselves or to inflict injury on 
others. On the contrary, they courted their friendship, for 
through them they shrewdly calculated on being placed in a 
condition to cope with the foe, or to obtain that bloody triumph 
for which they thirsted. Such were the circumstances which 
now led to that treaty of alliance, which, as the tradition goes, 
was concluded on the banks of the Norman's Kill, between 
the Five Nations and the Dutch. 

Nothing could surpass the importance the warlike inhab- 
itants of those ancient forests attached to the ratification of 
this solemn treaty. Each tribe sent its chief as its ambassa- 
dor to represent it on this occasion. The neighboring tribes — 
the Lenni Lenape and Mohegans — were invited to attend ; and 
there in the presence of the earth, their common mother — of 
the sun, which shed its genia! heat on ail alike— by the mur- 
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BOOK mura of that romantic stream, whose waters had been made to 
■— -»- flow by their common Maker from al! time, was the belt of 
■ peace held fast by the Dutch and their aboriginal allies, in 
token of their eternal union. There was the calumet smoked, 
and the hatchet buried, while the Dutch traders declared that 
they should forthwith erect a church over that weapon of war, 
so that it could no more be exhumed without overturning the 
sacred edifice, and whoever dared do that should incur the 
resentment of the white men. By this treaty the Dutch se- 
cured for themselves the quiet possession of the Indian trade, 
and the Five Nations obtained the means to assert that ascend- 
ency which they ever after maintained over the other native 
tribes, and to inspire terror far and near among the clner 
savages of North America.^ 

■ Maulton, 34G, 347. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The New Netherland Company potitLon for renewnl of theil charter — The diip 
Scheld sent to Manhattes — That country becomes more geaenlly known — 
Attention of the FaritaoB directed thither— Review of the caiuea which drove 
these people to HoUand — Desire to remove to America — The Rev. Mr. 
Bobinaon, their minister, intimates their wieh to emigrate to New Nether- 
land — The manageis of the Dutch Trading Company lay this apiriicalion 
before the States General and the Prince of Orange — Mnnoiial to his Koyal 
HighnesB on this occasion — Terroinalion of the Iwelre years truce — Request rf 
the New Nelherland Company on behalf of Ihe Puritans decidedly refused — 
Capt. Mey returns lo Holland — Petitions for eiclosive right to new couotriee 
he had ^scarered opposed — Incorporation of the Dutch West IntUs Com- 
pany. 

The charter of October, 1614, having expired, the trade cbap. 
to the Manhattans was, in a manner, thrown open, and thus — v^ 
competition was again excited among all who were acquainted 
with its vaiue. The New Nelherland Company did not, how- 
ever, abandon the advantages which their local experience and 
establishments gave them. They petitioned the States Gen- Oct i. 
eral for a renewal of their charter for a few years more, or 
at least for permission to trade to the " Island" of New Nelh- 
erland. Their High Mightinesses seemed unwilling to renew 
the grant. Hendrick Eeikins, Adriaen Jans Engc!, and asso- 
ciates, " owners and partners in the New Nelherland Com- 
pany," sent in a memorial, therefore, a few days after, setting Oct. 9. 
forth that they had already fitted a ship named the Scheld, for 
a voyage to the Manhattes, and requested permission to prose- 
cute that voyage without any opposition from any of their late 
partners ; this request was granted,* and the Scheld sailed ac- 
cordingly. 

Tliough the above company had lost, by the expiration of 
their charter, the exclusive privileges which they had before 
possessed, the original members of the association seemed still 
to have enjoyed, notwithstanding, exclusively the trade to 
New Nelherland under special licenses obtained from year 
to year. Well acquainted now with the ferlibty of the soil, 
' Hoi. Doc L 92, 



dbyGoogle 



HISTORY OF 

K the mildness of ihe climate, and the other physical advantages 
' of the country, many among them began to turn their attention 
' to tlie colonization of those distant parts, in the hope that by 
the establishment of industrious settlers and well-regulated 
plantations, their resources might be developed ; wealthy colo- 
nies founded, and a permanent market finally created for the 
manufactures of Fatherland. The constant resort of vessels 
to tha't quarter — the favorable reports with which they re- 
turned — had, at the same t m d th t y g n 
erally known, while causes llhdb twkf hlf 
a century, brought the sibj t f I ^ tl d t 
possessions so immediately b f th m ih t th t t d 
in New Netherland could 1 g d f t d 
tion. These causes were th p t f tl I) t 
ers, or Nonconformists, by tl h rar hy a d g m t f 
England. 

A number of these men, dissatisfied with the ritual and cere- 
monies of the Church of England, had renounced, in the reign 
of Elizabetli, all communion with the establishment, and 
formed themselves into a separate congregation, under the 
charge of one Richard Brown, an English preacher of an an- 
cient and honorable family, from whom they derived the name 
of " Brownists." They were finally forced, by stringent meas- 
ures enforced against them, to leave their native country, 
whence they proceeded to Holland, where they formed a 
church according to their own model. Though this church 
eventually disappeared, the seeds of separation which Brown 
had sowed in England look deep root ; his followers increased, 
as well in numbers as in zeal, in the succeeding century and 
reign, and again became marks for the exercise both of kingly 
and episcopal oppression. Many learned ministers and their 
followers, professing generally tlie puritanical principles of 
Brown, were obliged to leave the kingdom and retire, some to 
Amsterdam, some to the Hague, and others to Leyden. The 
congregation at the last- mentioned place was under the super- 
intendence of the Rev. John Robikson, a divine who tempered 
the strictness of his religious principles with more liberality 
towards other denominations than many others of his brethren.' 

' Weal's Hiat. of tlic Puritans, (Haipcre' Ed-) 149, 349, 944. 
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After residing here a number of years, many causes combined chap 
to render these people dissatisfied with the country as a perina- -■-~ 
nent abode. The soil they considered too marshy, and the l^^^- 
climate unwholesome. They felt disinclined, also, to continue 
under a government, where, by difference of language and hab- 
its, and by intermarriages, they might finally lose all love for and 
connection with their native land, and be swallowed up by, and 
disappear among, the subjects of a foreign nation. To per- 
petuate their race, to enlarge the British dominions, and to 
spread the glad tidings of the gospel, the younger portion of 
Mr. Robinson's congregation determined to remove beyond the 
seas, unto some country not already inhabited, there to enjoy 
freedom of conscience and civil liberty, after their own pecu- 
liar opinions. Moved by these considerations, they had al- 
ready made frequent applications to the authorities in England 
for permission to emigrate to some part of America bordering 
on Virginia, with the view of planting a new colony there. By 
the interference of powerful friends they obtained such a pro- 
mise as encouraged them to proceed in their project' But 1619. 
after a lapse of some years, fresh obstacles arose, so disheart- 
ening, that Mr. Robinson now caused an intimation to be 
conveyed to the Dutch Company engaged in trading to New 
Netheriand, of the disposition felt by several of his flock 
to proceed, under certain conditions, to the last-mentioned 
country. 

The managers of that company were too shrewd not to per- 1620. 
ceive at once that an opportunity for promoting the settlement 
of New Netheriand here offered itself, which it would be un- 
wise not to embrace. They, therefore, took the earliest occa- 
sion to call the attention of tlie authorities of the United Pro- 
vinces to the subject ; and with that view addressed a memo- Feb. 
rial to their High Mightinesses the States General, and a most '^ 
respectful letter to the Prince of Orange. 

Having detailed, in the latter communication, the fact that 
they had previously traded for several years to New Nether 
land, under the charter of 1614, and that another free city pro- 
posed now to send two ships to that country for trading purposes 

■ Hubbard's Hist New England, (Mass. Hist. Soq. CpL viLJ 42, 44, 45, 46, 47. 
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BOOK also, they advert, in favorable terms, to the proposition which 
•"■^^ they had received from the Rev. Mr. Robinson, and to the 
1620. necessity of colonizing the island Manhattan. " It now hap- 
pens," say they, " that there resides at Leyden an English 
clergyman, well versed in the Dutch language, who is favor- 
ably inclined to go and dwell there. Your petitioners are as- 
sured that he knows over four hundred families, who, provided 
they were defended and secured there by the authority of your 
Royal Highness, and that of the High and Mighty Lords 
States General, from all violence on the part of other poten- 
tates, would depart thither with him, from this country, and 
from England, to plant, forthwith, everywhere there the true 
and pure Christian religion ; to instruct the Indians of those 
countries in the true doctrine ; to bring them to the Christian 
belief; and, likewise, through the grace of the Lord, and for 
the greater honor of the rulers of this land, to people all that 
region under a new dispensation ; all under the order and 
command of your Princely Highness, and of the High and 
Mighty Lords States General. 

" Your petitioners have also learned that His Britannic Ma- 
jesty is inclined to people the aforesaid lands with English- 
men ; to destroy your petitioners' possessions and discoveries, 
and also to deprive this State of its right to these lands, while 
the ships belonging to this country which are there during the 
whole of the present year, will apparently and probably be 
surprised by the English." 

The petitioners concluded by requesting a favorable consid- 
eration for their request ; so that, for the preservation of these 
lands in righteousness, the aforesaid clergyman and families 
might be taken under the protection of the United Provinces, 
and two ships-of-war be provisionally furnished for the security 
of those transatlantic possessions, which will, they allege, 
be of considerable importance, on account of the vast quanti- 
ty of timber fit for ship-building and other purposes which 
they could supply, " when the West India Company woiUd 
be formed."* 

The Prince of Orange and the States General were now, 

■ Hoi. Doc. I 94, 95, 96, 97, 93. 
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however, absorbed in the consideration of matters of much chap. 
greater moment, and of vastly greater importance, than the -^ 
colonization of a distant and uninhabited island, or the strug- 
gles for rights of conscience of a few obscure Englishmen, 
who, however favorably esteemed and spoken of by the 
magistracy and people, generally, who knew them, were looked 
upon in Holland with a jealous eye by the established clergy, 
who regarded them as a set of discontented, factious, and con- 
ceited men, with whom it wonld be safest to have no con- 
nection.^ 

The twelve years' truce which had been agreed upon be- 
tween the Seven United Provinces and Spain, was now about 
to terminate. The Archdukes, laboring under a delusion 
common to those who have forever lost the affections of their 
subjects whose confidence they have abused, sent a proposi- 
tion to the States General again to return to their allegiance 
and subjection under the Spanish crown, with an assurance 
that should that proposition be accepted, it would he ratified 
not only by the Archdukes, but, also, by the Spanish monarch. 
But this insulting oifer was scornfully rejected, and both par- 
ties prepared for the renewal of hostilities.^ To aid in carry- 
ing out that war, offensive and defensive, by which it was 
proposed to prostrate a proud enemy, and to secure at the same 
time the permanent independence of the nation, the States 
General determined to concentrate the energies and capital of 
the various merchants who were now engaged in the Amer- 
ican and West Indian trade, by erecting an armed mercantile 
association, on the plan of tlie East India Company, which 
would be invested exclusively with the commerce and territory 
of the New World, with power to erect fortifications, plant 
settlements, prosecute trade, and assist in crushing piracy and 
the common enemy. They, therefore, decidedly refused to 
entertain the petition of the New Netherland Company, or to April 
grant the ships of war as requested.* 

Thus was changed the destination of that small band of 
men, who, in the midst of the rigors of a northern winter, on 

' Neat'a Hist of the I^iritans, [Harpers' Ed.,] 243 ; note. 
' Vaderiandeche Hiet. x„ 4)9, 420. 
• Hot Doc- i„ 103. 



dbyGoogle 



86 HISTORY OF 

BOOK the rocky and inhospitable shores of Cape Cod, laid the foun- 
i'fiw* *^^^*"i^' ^^'^ year, of a Republic, which, in the Providence of 
Almighty God, was to serve, in after ages, as an asylum for 
tlie oppressed of every land, and to vindicate, practically and 
triumphantly, man's fitness for self-government, unembarrassed 
by privileged peers or hereditary monarchs.' 

Dutch navigators were, in the mean time, actively engaged 
exploring the coasts and rivers of New Netherland. Among 
these none seem to have been more enterprising than Captain 
Comehs Jacobsen Mey, of Hoom, who returned this summer 
to Holland with his ship, the Glad-Tidings, [de BIyde Boods- 
Aug. chap,] and sent in a memorial to the States General, setting 
' forth thai he liad discovered new, populous, and fruitful coun- 
tries, and demanding a special grant to trade exclusively thither 
for four voyages, in accordance with the charter of March, 
1614. But against this Henry Eelkins, Adriaen Jansen En- 
gel, and partners, made a strong remonstrance. They alleged 
that ihey had, already, discovered from latitude 35° to 50° ; 
tliat the exclusive trade to those parts belonged, consequently, 
to them ; and they conciuded by urging the rejection of Mey's 
petition, and that they be authorized to continue the trade. 

' Some historians represent that " the Pilgrims" were taken againel their will 
to New Plymouth, by the treachery of the captain of (he Mayflower, who, 
tliey assert, was bribed by the Dutch to land them at a distance from Ihe Hud- 
son River. This lias been shown, over and over again, to have been a calumny, 
and if any farther evidence were requisite, it is now furnished, of a moat eon- 
cluMve nature, by the petition in behalf of the Rev, Mr. Robinson's congrega- 
tion, of Feb., 1620, and the rejection of its prayer by llieir High MighlineBSBs. 
That Ihe Dutch were anxious lo secure Ihe seltleinent of (he Pilgrims under 
them, is freely admitted by the latter. Gov. Bradford, in his Hist of the Ply- 
mouth Colony, acknowledges it, and adds, that the Dutch " for that end made 
them large offers." Winslow eorroboratefl lliie in his " Brief Narrative," and 
adds, thai the Dutch " would have freely tmnsported us [to Hudson River], and 
tumiBhed every family with cattle," &c. Young's Chron. of the Filg., 49, 385. 
The whole of this evidence sallsfaclorily eslablishes the good-will of the Dutch 
people towards the English ; while the determination of the States Genera] 
proves thai there was no encouragement held out by the Dutch govetiinient to 
them to induce them to settle in their American possessions. On the contrary, 
having formally rejected their petition, they thereby secured themselves against 
all suspicion of dealing unfairly by those who afterwards landed at Cape Cod. 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that, even for the credit of the PIgrims, the idle lale 
will not he rcjjeated. 
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The States General recommended both these parties to chap, 
meet and to arrange amicably their conflicting pretensioDS, ■™- 
but, for reasons already detailed, their High Mightinesses re- 
fused eventually to grant the privileges which had been de- Nov. 6 
manded, and afterwards supplanted all private adventurers to 
those parts by the incorporation, in the course of the next 
year, of that great armed commercial association, the Dutch 
West India Company.* 

' HoL Doc, L, 104, 105, 106. 
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BOOK II. 



moM THE IRCORPOBATION OF THE DUTCH WEST INDIA COM' 

PANY, TO THE OPENING OF THE FUR, OR INDIAN TRADE 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW NETHBRLAND. 

1621—1638. 



CHAPTER I. 

Charter of West India Company — lis various provisions— CompBriaon between 
it and those granted to other Companies for making settlements in America 
— Company did not commence operations immediately — Various vessels 
licensed (a proceed, meanwhile, to New Netherland — Excite coneiderable 
jealousy among the Eugllah intereeted in planting Virginia and New 
England, wiio remoustiate to King James against the Dutch — English 
Ambaaeador at the Hague urges the States General to stay the departure of 
the Dutch ships— Their High Mightinesses disclaim all knowledge of lbs 
enlerpiise — English Ambassador's explanation therenpon to King James — 
Dutch vessels proceed, notwithstanding, on their voyage — Several families 
desire to move to New Netherland — States General refer the matter to the 
West India Company — They approve of (he deragn, but suggest that its 
execntion be postponed until a Director-General be appointed. 

The charter establishing the Dutch West India Company book 
bears date the third of June, 1621. It was modelled after -"^ 
that granted in the beginning of the seventeenth century to the j^^ 3' 
celebrated East India Company, with which body it was de- 
signed to co-operate in extending national commerce, in pro- 
moting colonization, in crushing piracy, but, above all, in hum- 
bling the pride and might of Spain. 

The central power of this vast association was divided, for 
ihe more efficient exercise of its functions, among five branches 
or chambers, established in the different cities of the Nether- 
lands, the managers of which were styled Lords Directors. 
Of these, that of Amsterdam was the principal, and to this 
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BOOK was intrusted the management of the affairs of New Nether- 
■-■'~ land The general supervision and government of the coni- 
1621.pj^jjy were, however, lodged in a board or assembly of 
Nineteen delegates; eight (increased in 1629 to nine) of 
whom were from the chamber at Amsterdam ; four from 
Zealand ; two from Meuze ; and one frtim each of the cham- 
bers at Friesland, the North Department, and Groeningen. 
The nineteenth was appointed by tJieii High Mightinesses the 
States General. 

Apart from the exclusive trade of the coast of Africa, fiom 
the tropic of Cancer to the Cape of Good Hope, and of the 
coast of America, from the Straits of Magellan to llie extreme 
north, this company was authorized to form alliances with the 
chiefs of the native Indian tribes, and obligated to advance ihe 
settlement of their possessions, encourage population, and do 
every thing that might promote the interests of those fertile 
countries, and increase trade. To protect their commerce and 
dependencies, they were empowered to erect forts and fortifi- 
cations ; to administer justice and preserve order ; maintain 
police and exercise the government generally of their transma- 
rine affairs ; declare war and make peace, with the consent of 
the States General ; and with their approbation, appoint a 
governor, or director-general, and all other officers, civil, 
mihtary, judicial, and executive, who were bound to swear 
allegiance to their High Mightinesses, as well as to the com- 
pany. The director-general and his council were invested 
with all powers, judicial, legislative, and executive, subject, 
some supposed, to appeal to Holland ; but the will of 
the company, expressed in their instructions, or declared in 
their marine or mihtary ordinances, was to be the law in 
New Netherland, excepting in cases not especially provided 
for, when the Roman law, the imperial statutes of Charles 
v., the edicts, resolutions, and customs of Fatherland, were to 
be received as the paramount rule of action.' 

* Droit Bel^que, obeerv^ dana lee dix-eept PrDviiicea des Faye-Bas et Li^ge, 
est compost, 1, dea ^dits, placarda, ordoonancee, et d^cIarationB dea BouTeraina ; 
2, dea cootumes particuli6rea dea Tillea et territoires; 3, des uaagea g^n^raux 
de chaque province ; 4, da droit Romain ; 5, des statuts et i^gleniens politiques 
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The States General engaged, among other things, to secure chap. 
to the company freedom of navigation and traffic within the '"*' 
prescribed limits, and to assist them with a million of guilders, 1621. 
equal to nearly half a million of dollars ; and in case peace 
should be disturbed, with sixteen vessels of war and four 
yachts, fully armed and equipped ; the former to be at least 
of three hundred, and the latter of eighty tons burden. But 
these vessels were to be maintained at the expense of the 
company, which was to furnish, unconditionally, sixteen ships 
and fourteen yachts, of like tonnage, for the defence of trade 
and purposes of war, which, with all merchant vessels, were 
to be commanded by an admiral appointed and instructed by 
their High Mightinesses.* 

Though the provisions of this charter contained nothing 
favorable to freedom, nor to the colonists who might happen 
to settle at any future time in New Nelhcrland, it must not be 
concluded that the authorities from which it was derived were 
more unfriendly to freedom than the other European powers, 
who were engaged at this period in establishing plantations in 
America. In truth, the project, as well as the company, was 
one purely commercial, set on foot with the view of bringing 
additional resources to bear against the common enemy, Spain, 
and no precedents existed for charters to colonial associations 
more favorable than the one before us. The only settlements 
on the North American continent by authority of any crown, 
were those of Florida, Canada, and Virginia ; and neither of 
these affords any proofs of greater liberality than that to the 
Dutch West India Company. 

The commissions issued by France previous to, and at this 

7, dea sentences des jugea aaballernes ; 8, dea avis et consuJIations d'avoeats. 
II y a jilueieurs coutumee paitkulierfe d&na les Pays-Bas; lee unea qui Boat 
homologu^M, d'autrea qui ne le eont paa. Leg premieres, avail! teur homologa- 
lion, ne consiatoient que dana una aimple usage eujel i. Biro contesl^. Les 
homologatiooa out oonuneuce au tenia de Charles Quint. Depuia leui ho- 
mologafion elles out acquia force de loia. — Eiicyclop^die Eaisonn^e, Tetbo 
'■ Droit." 

' For this charter, aee Appendin A ; also, De Laet, Hiat. ofte Jaeriyck ter- 
liael. Aitiema, Hiatorie i., 62 ; Johan Thsseeus' Zeepolitie ; "een seer net ends 
curieus Boeck," says AJtzema ; Hazard's Stste Paper;, L, 131. Groot Flacaat 
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BOOK period, authorized those to whom they were addressed to dis- 
«™ cover and take possession of new countries ; build forts and 
■ concede lands and carry settlers thither ; and conferred on the 
principal adventurers, whether private individuals or compa- 
nies, the exclusive trade of those parts.' Under commissions 
such as these, containing no principles or privileges favorable 
to colonists, were founded, by companies of speculators, the 
cities of Quebec and Montreal. 

By reference to the patent granted by Queen Elizabeth, in 
1578, to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, it will be found that he was 
" authorized and empowered, from time to time, to correct, 
punish, pardon, and govern, and rule, according to his own 
good discretion, and to such statutes and ordinances as shall 
by him be devised," " as well in causes capital or criminal as 
civil," all such people as may thereafter inhabit the countries 
he may discover ; such laws to be, " as near as conveniently 
may, agreeable to the laws and policy of England." The same 
power was given to Sir Walter Raleigh.^ By the first Vir- 
ginia charter, granted in 1606, each of the colonies of Virginia 
and Plymouth was to be governed by a council appointed by 
the king, according to instructions under the sign manual, sub- 
ject, at the same time, to the superior direction of the compa- 
ny's council in England. The second charter, granted in 1609, 
repeated the clause of Queen Elizabeth's patent of 1578, con- 
ferring unlimited powers on the governors of the colony, who 
were to be appointed and removed, not by the sovereign, nor 
by the colonists, but by the London Company, which was 
also authorized to make " all manner of laws" necessary for 
the government of the same, and to abrogate them at pleasure. 
In cases where such laws were defective, the colonies were to 
be ruled " according to the good discretion of the company's 
governors," who had, moreover, the power to use and exercise 
law martial in case of rebellion and mutiny, which law, the 



' VMs CammiraionB to the Marqiiia de ta Roche, IS January, 159S ; to 
ChBinin, anna 1600; to DeBmonts, gth Nov., 1603. They may be seen in 
M£m. Biu l'Am£rique, lome iii., pp. 47, 53. See, also, Act of IncorporatJOD of 
the Hundred Associates, by Bichetieu, May, IG38, in Charlevoix, vol i. 
Hazard, Stale Fapere, i., 26, 36. 
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historian says, " continued to be the common law and custom chap. 
of the country down to 1619."' — .^ 

Even as far down as 1628, tie provisions of English colo- 
nial ciiarters were not much more liberal. The charter of 
Massachusetts, granted by Charles I., in March of tliat year, 
seven years subsequent to that granted by the States General 
to the West India Company, although it gave the company in 
England the privilege of electing their governor, deputy gov- 
ernor, and other officers, carefully excluded the colonists from 
ail such privileges ; for it provided, that all the officers em- 
ployed in the plantations " may by the company be empow- 
ered," in the words of Queen Elizabeth's patent to Sir H. Gil- 
bert, granted fifty years before, " to correct, punish, pardon, 
and govern, and rule all subjects as may venture to the colony," 
according to the laws made by the association in England ; 
and the governor and company declare, in 1629, only one year 
before their departure for America, that they have thought lit 
to settle and establish " an absolute government" at their plan- 
tations in Massachusetts Bay,^ consisting of a governor and 
council ; the latter composed of thirteen persons, two of 
whom, only, were to be elected " by the planters generally." 
All must admit this to have been a mockery of free institu- 
tions, or representative government. 

On a review, therefore, of the patents down to 1628, granted 
for trading to, or settling in, America, we cannot find any more 
favorable to colonial hberty than that granted by the Dutch in 
1621.^ If that of Massachusetts proved eventually more fa- 
vorable to the colonists, it was because the powers of that 
charter were exercised in the colony, and not at a distance of 
thousands of miles from it. Had it been otherwise, we are 
warranted in believing that it would have been far from pro- 
moting freedom in the plantation. 

Though the West India Company obtained its charter in 
1621, various circumstances prevented the commencement of 
operations for two years after. In the interval, however, their 

• Chalmere, p. 39. 
' Haiard, State Papers, L 239, 35G, 

' ReprcBentative government was not accorded to Vir^iiia, in 1619, by chsr- 
ter, but by instructiona from the London Compaj 
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BOOK privileges were considerably amplified, and various amend 

y^ ments and explanations introduced, in the fundamental grant.' 
The spirit of enterprise was not suffered to lie dormant in 
the mean time. Merchants, and other public-spirited individ- 
uals, belonging to various parts of the United Provinces, con- 
tinued to send ventures to the New World. Among the most 
active of these we find Hendrick Eelkens, Adriaen Jansen 
Engel, and Hans Joris Houten, of Amsterdam, with whose 
names tlie reader is now familiar. These gentlemen obtained 

Sept. permission, in the fall of this year, to send their ship the While 
Dove, of eighty tons burden, to New Virginia, under the com- 
mand of Captain Jans Houten. Dirck Volckertsen, Doctor 
Verus, and Doctor Carbasius, of Hoom, Pieter Nannincks of 
Medenblick, Comelis Volkertsen, and Pieter Schoder, were al- 

SepL lowed to send a vessel with a cargo of merchandise also to the 
Virginias ; and Claes Jacobsen Haringcarpsel, counsellor and 
ancient alderman of Amsterdam, Petrus Plancius, minister of 
the gospel,* Lambrecht van Tweenhuyzen, Hans Claessen, 



' De Laet, ITist. ofte Jaerlyck verhael vau de Venechlingen van de Gooo- 
troye erde W. I. Compe. 

' The Rev. Petrcib Planciub, of whom mention ia hero made, waa bom at 
Ifremontre, in Flanders, in 1 55S. He was educated at Honshote, but spent Ihe 
greater pojt of his life at Amsterdam. He rendered himiielf celebrated in more 
than one respect. Having been ordained in 15TT, he preached in divers parts 
nt Brabant, by nhich he was exposed (o great danger, owing to the high state 
of leligioHB animosity in those days. He escaped being taken prisoner only by 
Bwimmiog the river Lys, leaving every thuig behind him, e«pecially hie books, 
which were pubhcly burnt at Ypres. He was next called to Brussets, where 
he preached »i years ; but this city fallmg into the enemy's hands, he passed 
into Holland disguised as a soldier. He came in 1595 to Amsterdam, where he 
immediately resumed the ministry. Here he opposed Armmius and the Lu- 
therans, and some time afterwards came out against " the Remonatrants." In 
1618 he assisted at the Synod of Dordrecht, where he was chosen, with othew, 
to superintend the tianalation of the Old Testament. He contributed, in the 
mean while, to the elucidation of geography, astronomy, navigation, and other 
mathematical sciences, and was one of the principal projectors of the Dutch 
expeditions to the East Indies. The dial Dutch ship sailed thither by the ud 
of charts which Plancius had constructed. He likewise advised the eipeditions 
to Nova Zembla, in the hope of discovering a nearer way to China, in which 
project he was very much engaged ui 1 608. He may be liuly said to have 
been in this manner accessory, in an especial degree, (o the discovery of the 
Hudson's river and New Netherland, to whicli we now find him sending a veu- 



db,Googlc 



NEW HETHERLAND. 95 



and company, " traders to certain countries by them dis- 
covered between Virginia and New France, situated between 
the latitudes of 40° and 45°, and called New Netherland, and 
to the adjacent territories, together with a great river lying be- 
tween 38° and 40°," were licensed to send two ships, also fully 
freighted, one to the New Netherland, and the other to the 
aforesaid new river, which must doubtless be the Delaware, 
and lo the smaU streams thereunto adjoining, to truck and 
trade witli the natives of those parts. But the Slates General, 
anticipating the commencement of business by the West India 
Company, inserted a special proviso, in each of the above- 
mentioned licenses, obliging the several parties interested to 
return on or before the next first of July, with their respective 
vessels and goods.' 

This activity on the part of the Dutch excited consid- 
erable jealousy in England among those who were interested 
in the plantations already established in Virginia, and in 
the charter recently granted for the colonization of New 
England. The English ever maintained the right to the 
whole American coast, from the Spanish possessions in the 
south to those of the French in the north, on the triple 
ground of first discovery, occupation, and possession, as well 
as by charters and letters patent obtained from their own 
sovereigns. When intelligence was received that prepara- 
tions were thus making in the United Provinces to send a 
fleet of merchant vessels to Virginia and New Netherland, 
the Earl of Ajundel, Sir Ferdinando Gorges, and Captain 
Mason, active members of the Plymouth Company,^ and Sir 
Samuel Argall, governor of Virginia, who had already paid a 

turo Eq company with others. Pl*ncius died at Amalerdam on the 25th May, 
(N. S.) 1699, aged 70 years. He gave il in charge, on hie death-bed, that his 
remains should not be interred in any churcli. He was accordingly buried in 
the South chujch-yaj^ There ie a sketch of lue hfe in Wagenaar's Beschry- 
•ting der Stad Amaterdam, iii., 219, ftom which most of .these patticulare are 

' Hot Doc. i., 107, 109, 111, 112, 113, 114. 

' "Of all the persons who were concerned in the busineee of New England, or 
whose names were inserted in the grand council thereof, Sir Ferdinando Gorges 
and Capt. John Maeon wore the most active, and probably had the greatest in- 



1631. 
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BOOK hostile visit to Manhattan Island, presented a remonstrance 
-"— immediately to James I., complaining of such proceedmgs. 
' His majesty, in consequence, directed Sir Dudley Carie- 
ton, his ambassador at the Hague, to urge upon their Lord- 
ships the States General the necessity of preventing the de- 
parture of those vessels, and to forbid tlieir subjects to settle 
in that plantation. As this document contains the earliest 
distinct assertion by the British government of the illegality 
of the Dutch settlement on this continent, it is vforthy of 
particular note. 
Dec.lS, "Whereas," say the Lords of the Privy Council, "his 
Majesty's royal predecessors have, for many years since, taken 
possession of the whole precinct, and inhabited some parts of 
the north of Virginia, by us called New England, of all which 
countries his Majesty hath, in like manner, some years since, 
by Patent, granted the quiet and full possession unto particular 
persons j nevertheless, wee understand that the year past the 
Hollanders have entered upon some part thereof, and have left 
a Colonic, and given new names to the several ports apper- 
taining to that part of the country, and are now in readinesse 
to send for their supplie six or eight shipps : whereof his Ma- 
jesty being advertised, wee have received his Royall com- 
mandment to signifie his pleasure that you should represent 
these things unto the States Generall in his Majesty's name, 
{who,_;Mre primcE ocaipationis, hath good and sufficient title 
to those parts,) and require of them that as well those shipps 
as their further prosecution of that plantation, may be pres- 
ently stayed," 
1622. On receipt of this dispatch. Sir Dudley Carleton proceeded 
Feb.5,lo make inquiries into the subject, before he brought the mat- 
ter under the notice of the States General, All he could 
learn, either from such merchants as he was acquainted with in 
Amsterdam, or from the Prince of Orange, or such of their 
Higli Mightinesses as he made inquiries of, was, that about 
four or five years previously, two companies of Amsterdam 
merchants had begun a trade to America, between the lati- 
tudes of forty and forty-five degrees, to which parts they had 
given, " after their manner," Iheir own names of New Nether- 
land, North and South sea, Texel, Vlieland, &c. ; that they 
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had since continued to send thither vessels, of sixty to eighty chap. 
tons at most, to fetch furs, which was all their trade ; for j^C^ 
which purpose they have factors resident continually there, 
who truck wiih the savages ; but the ambassador could not 
leam that the Dutch had, as yet, planted any colony there, 
or intended to do so. 

In obedience, however, to the orders which he had received, 
he demanded an audience of the States General, to whom he 
presented a written memorial on the whole subject,' which 
was referred, at their request, to the deputies from HoDand, 
who expressed a desire to inform themselves of the affair, 
concerning which they pretended ignorance. No further no- 
tice having been taken of the matter. Sir Dudley called the 
attention of their High Mightinesses again to his memorial, March 
and requested that some order be taken upon it. Burgomaster 
Paauw was, therefore, directed to write to the participants in 
the trade to New Netherland for information. No letter in 

' " MesKeuTE — J'ay te^u charge exprcBse du Roymon malEtre de repreBBntar 
a WSS im Buraroiat do dolcance aux affaires maritiraes canai! par Jes sujels de 
ces Frovinces Unies, particulierement par les Hollaudois, et de vous prier de sa 
part par vostre authority d'y donaer reiuodo. Cest que plusieurs de ebb Bujeta 
d'AligIe1eTT0,Ecigt]euTset autrpfl gona d^honneur Bt quality, ayants d^a longldiaps 
poBs^ prins poBsesaoQ de tous lea preoinclfi de Virginia, et plajili leur habitations 
eti certains eiidroicts du Nord quartier du dit pays, qui en a tir£ le nom, [Nova 
Anglia,] S. M. deairant I'heureuse iseue d'uiie ai aaincto et utile entreprinse 
qui tend a I'avancomont de la Religion Chrestlenne et I'accroieeement du Com- 
merCB, a donn^ (comms il est notoire a un chacun) quelques ann^es pass^ee par 
era lettres patentes la tranquillo at pleniere posseesion de tout le dit pays a 
pludeuiea peiaonnes parti culieres. Quoy nonobstant, il CEt inform^ que I'ann^e 
pase^e aucuns Hollaiidoia out mia pied aui qnelques qiiartiers du dit pays, el y 
ont plants une Colonic, changeants les noma des ports et havrea at Ibb baptiaants 
de nouTBaa a leur mode, avec intention d'y envoyer d'autres iiavirea pour la 
continuation de la dite plantation, et que de faiot lis ont inaintenant tax ou huit 
naviree tous presls pour y f^ro voile. Or, S. M. ayant (jure primn occupa- 
tlonJB) de tlltre au dit pays noa subject a contredlct, m'a command^ de vous 
lepresonler I'etat du dit affiire et voue requirer, en son noni que par voslni 
authority non sBUlement lea naiires deaja equipped pour le dit voyage soyent 
arrestei, maia aiisal que I'ulteneure prosequution de la dite plantation suit ei- 
preesement deffendiie Ce que tous prendrez ('Mestieurb) a d vous plaist en 
prompte deliberation, me faisant scavoit au pliwtot la retponce que do tosItb 
part i'en feray a Sa Majestc E\hib6 par CBOnt en i'aesembl^e dea Etats 
G'rauli le 9'- de Febvier, 16S, et sign^ DunLnv Carletdn." Lond Doci 
i-, sa, 23. 

13 
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BOOK reply to this order has been discovered, and it is at least doubt 

— ^^ ful if any was ever returned to the Britisii government. It 
■ has been asserted that the Dutch ambassador at London 
disclaimed, on the part of the States General, any such pro 
ceedings in reference to New Netlierland as the Privy Council 
had complained of, but no document has been produced to 
support such an assertion,*^ 

The death of King James, shortly after this correspondence, 
put a temporary termination to these wrangles. Carletoii's 
representations seem, to have been made rather as a protest to 
save British rights, than with a view to enforce them by taking 
possession, just then, of the territory in dispute. The Dutch 
ships proceeded, according to the design of the owners, on 
their voyage, but when the time approached to which their 
commission limited their absence, some of them had not yet 

Jnne returned. Their owners were obliged, therefore, to petition 
'^- the States General for an extension of time, and six months 
more were granted to them.^ 

Publications descriptive of the various plantations in North 
America began to emanate now from the press in Amsterdam, 
and plans were submitted for tlie removal of families to this 
continent. The West India Company, which was specially 
enjoined to promote the settlement of its transmarine pos- 
sessions, had its attention called to the fulfilment of this part 

April of its obligations. A proposition was referred to it in the early 
part of this year, by the States General, to send some fami- 
lies to its American colonies. The company viewed the 
project with a favorable eye. It declared that it would be 
very advantageous to its interests, and promised to furnish 
employment to such persons as should proceed thither ; 
but suggested, at the same time, that the matter should be 
postponed until the appointment of a director-general, to 
superintend the affairs of the country ; while their High 
Mightinesses recommended, on their part, that the magistrates 
should be consulted in whatsoever should be proposed.^ 



' Lond. Doc. [., 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 48 ; Hoi. Doc. i. 
htiad's Addreas before the N. Y, HiaL Son., 34, 35, 36. 
' Hoi. Doc. i., lao. • Ibii, 118, 1J9, 
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CHAPTER II. 

Tha West India Company takes pofseseion of New Netherland— Several BBttlecB 
and BBrvanM sent out — Fort Nassau built on Soutli Eiver — Fort Orange on 
the river Mauritius— Fetpt Miuuit, of Wesel, attives in the countiyaa Direc- 
tor-General, accompanied by a colony of Wailoons — Firat settlBraent on Long 
Island — First while child bom — Membeis of Minuit's council — Duties of 
Bchout-fisoaiJ — first schout-fiscaal — Colonial secretary — ImpnrlB and exports — 
Dutch purchase islitnd of Manhattans and adjoining islands from the Indiana 
— \ blockhouse erected on Mauhattan Island, and called Fort Amsterdam 
— Murder of an Indian bj some of Minuit's servants — Trade opened with 
the English setllement at New Plunouth— Correspondence and intercouree 
wilh that colon\ — Dutch alarmed at threats thrown out by their English 
neighbors — Apply to directors m Holland lor a milrtary force — ( harlea I ex- 
tends to the ships of the Wett India C-ompam the pru jlegeg conferred by 
the treaty of Soulhunpton on the vessels of the States General — Progress 
of (radc— Renewed efiorts m Holland to promote the settlement of New 
Netherland — 1 he assembly of the \.l\ determine to establish lordships or 
oolonitB there — ^Heyns victory o\er the bpanish sdver fleet — Charter to Pa- 
ttoone m New Netherland. 

The West India Company liaving finally concluded its pre- chap. 
paratory arrangements, and completed, with the sanction of — ^ 
the States General, the articles of agreement between the man- j^^^' 
agers and the other adventurers,' lost no time in commencing 20. 
operations and forming establishments in New Netherland, 
which was erected into a province, having been invested by 
their High Mightinesses with the armorial bearings of an earl.* 
The chamber of Amsterdam, to whose superintendence that 
extensive country was committed, having already, in the course 
of the preceding year, sent out some of its servants to that 
quarter, dispatched a ship called the " New Netherland" this 
season thither also, with a number of people, most of whom, 
however, were persons in the company's service. Captain 
Comclis Jacobsen Mey and Adriaen Jorisz. Tienpont having 
been appointed directors of this expedition, the first-naraed of 

' This f^recmenl, as well as the names of the tirst dircctoiB of the company, 
will be found in Appendix B. 

' Het wert een provincie genaeml, omdu* liet vau liaei IJoog Moogende m«t 
eeu Graeffelyck wapen is vereert. Hoi. Doc. iv.. 33, 
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BOOK these officers proceeded to the Soutli or Prince Hendiick's 
-•■'— River, on the eastern bank of which, fifteen leagues from its 
mouth, at a spot called by the natives Techaacho, in the vicin- 
ity of the present tovpn of Gloucester, he erected Fort Nassau. 
This was the first settlement of Europeans on the Delaware.^ 
Another fortified post, called Fort Orange, was commenced 
on the west bank of the river Mauritius, as the North River 
was called, a few miles north of the redoubt which had been 
erected in 1618 on Tawalsontha creek, and thirty-six (Dutch) 
miles from the island of Manhattans. 
1624. Peter Minuit, or Minnewit, of Wesel, in the kingdom of 
Westphalia, having been appointed director of New Nether- 
land, arrived in that country in the course of this year. Sev- 
eral families of Walloons, inhabitants of the frontier between 
Belgium and France, having been desirous to emigrate to 
America, applied, in the early part of 1623, to Sir Dudley 
Carleton, for permission to settle in Virginia, with the privilege 
of erecting a town there, and of being governed by magistrates 
to be elected by themselves. This application was referred 
to the Virginia Company, but the conditions the latter attached 
to the permission which they granted, seem not to have 
been satisfactory, and many of these Walloons turned their 



' The names of tiie ship, and of the directors above mentioned, will bo 
touad in the report of 1644-5 to the Aaaembly of the SIS. The dfscrip- 
tion of poisons which were sent out, is stated in Verbael van Beverninek, p. 
60G : " Strait na't geobtineerde octroy hebben de Ed. Heeren Bewinthebberan 
diverache sehepen met volck ende beestialen naa N. Nedeiiandt geaonden, by 
welck volck, synde meost Dienaaien van de meergemeldo Compagaie, syn 
gekoft vcbI en verseheyden landeryen." There \a some contradiction as to the 
precise year in which Fort Nasaau was erected. Van dec Doock fiiee it at 1 623 — 
Vertoogh van N. N, c, iii. ; so does Stuyvesant in his declaration to the govomor 
of Maryland. The report above referred to, has it 1694; while a paper entitled 
Deductie, otte Naecht ende daer verhael over de gelegentheyt van de Zuyt 
Eevier, fixes its date at 1626. That Mey was tho first European who made a 
settloment on the Delaware, is pat beyond doubt by the evidenco of the Sachem 
Mattfihoorn, who declared before Stuyresftnt, autesquently, that a skipper 
named CoraeliB, with one eye, or having a film on the eye, {ofle hehbende een 
vUes op't aage,) was the fiist, who, coming there, established himself on the 
South ffiver. Hoi. Doc. viii., 73. Moulton, 366, eaj^s that Fort Nassau was 
erected in 1693. See also Barker's Sketches of prmcipal Settlements on Del., 
in Haj. Reg. i., 179, and Aoralius' Hist. N. Sweden. 
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attention subsequently lo New Nclherland, where a small num- chap. 

ber of thena now arrived with Director Minuit. Some settled ;^^ 

at first on 

the north\ 

Bocht, or 1 b y 

the cormp [ j 11 

pelje, the fi 11 

6th June, 6 

self towari 1 

called " B k 1 

name, situ ! 

The go 
posed the p p 1 
the Direc d 

Jacob Elb rt 

Dercksen Pt>, and Reynert Harmcnsscn. This council had 
supreme esecutive and legislative authority in the colony. 
It was also the tribunal for the trial of whatever civil and 
criminal cases might arise, and all prosecutions before it were 
instituted and conducted by an officer called a " Schout Fis- 
caal," whose duties were equivalent to those performed among 
us by a sheriff and an attorney-general.^ 



' The Walloons were Liihahitaiits of the frontier between France and Flan- 
ders, eitending from the Soheld to the river Lys, They spoke the old French 
or Gallic langu^e, and professed the reformed religion. During the thirty 
years* war, they distiognished themselYes for their valor and savage spint- The 
name comes, it is said, either from Wall, (water or sea,) or more probably, from 
the old German word Wahle, aigiiilymg a foreigner. The application of the 
WsUoona to settle in Vii^nia is in Lond. Doc. i., S4. The Hon. Jer. Johnson 
of Brooklyn is of opinion. In a letter with which he has had the politeness to 
favor me, that George Jansea de Rapelje and Sarah his wife arrived at Stateu 
Inland, from Holland, in 1634, and that he prepared a cabin, at what is now coll- 
ed the WaJlabout, for his residence, to which he removed in Ihe spring of 1625. 
He adds, that Sarah Rapelje was bom nt the latter place on the 6th [Moultoa 
says on the 9th) of June, 1635. Meyers Annals of HolUnd States, anno 
1624, qnotcd by Eev. Dr. De Witt, Proc. N. Y. Hist. Soc, 1844, 55. 

' 111 every tribunal there is a Schout or sheriff, who convenes Ihe judges, and 
demands from them justice for the liiigaling parties ; for the word " schout" is 
derived from schnld, debt, and he is so denominated because he is the person 
who recovers or demands common debts, according to Grotius. The right of 
the sovereign, in criminal cases, is sustained before the uoiut hv the advocale 



db,Googlc 



102 HISTORY OF 

B0( H w 1 g d p 11} th f d 1 m 

-V- tl pi d 1 d 1 i d 1 1 V gut 

16 4 t ftl H hMqlt tl St t & 1 dp 

t t g th nght dmm dj di fth mp y 
and X ul Ih IT d w 11 t f uit ti t 

f pttddlh 1 d pntnl 

all p t d t 1 t Id t d rt k y t 

n b 1 If f th mp V pt by d f th ! 

n e^nrrtyp Iht, pt 

nftp Ij d Ih itln 

in flagrante deltctu. In taking infonnations, he was bound to 
note as well those points which made for the prisoner, as those 
which supported the charge against him, and, after trial, he 
was to see to the proper and faithful execution of the sen- 
tence pronounced by the judges, who, in indictments carrying 
with them loss of life and property, were not to be less than 
five in number. He was, moreover, specially obliged to 
attend to the commissaries arriving from the company's out- 
posts, and lo vessels arriving from, or leaving for, Holland , 
to inspect their papers, and superintend the loading and dis- 
charging of their cargoes, so that smuggling may be pre 
Tented, and all goods introduced, except in accordance to the 
company's regulations, were at once to be confiscated. He 
was to transmit to the directors in Holland copies of all in- 
formations taken hv him, as well as of all sentences pro- 
nounced by the court ; and no person was to be kept long in 
prison at the expense of the company, witliout special cause, 
but all were to be prosecuted as expeditiously as possible be- 
fore the Director and council. 

The schout-fisca^ of New Netherland had no voice in the 
council. He was privileged lo sit in that body merely when 
questions arose relating to finance, justice, or police, and give 
his opinion when asked, but not to vote. He was strictly for- 
bidden to accept presents, or gifts, from any person whatso- 
Dver ; and had to content himself with the civil fines and 
penalties adjudged to him, and such part of the criminal fines 
and confiscated wages of the company's servants, as the 
. of Hollaud. Van lieeuwen's Commentaiiea <ai Ro' 
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director and council, after prosecution, might allow. He chap. 
was not to have any part, however, of captured prizes or con- -— ^ 
fiscated goods. 1624. 

This office, perhaps the most responsible in the colony, 
was filled, during the administration of Director Minuit, by 
Jan Lampo of Canteiberg. Isaac de Razier acted as book- 
keeper of monthly wages, and second to the Director, also as 
provincial secretary. In the last-mentioned capacity he was 
afterwards succeeded by Jan van Remund, under whom 
Lenaeit Cole acted as assistant,' 

Under the superintendence of these authorities, the infant 
trade of the colony prospered apace. The imports from 
Holland were estimated at twenty-five thousand, five hundred 
and sixty-nine guilders, equal to about Sl0,654 ; in return for 
which were exported four thousand, seven hundred beaver and 
otter skins, which were valued at twenty-seven thousand, one 
hundred and twenty-five guilders, orSIl,302. " Several ships" 
followed in the course of the ensuing year ; one of which, 1625, 
called " The Orange-Tree," of 150 tons, having touched at 
Plymouth, England, was there detained, and her captain jan^as. 
ordered to London, to appear before the Lords of the 
Privy Council, inasmuch as the place in America for which Feb. 8. 
he was bound, was claimed to be comprehended in the grant 
made by his Britannic Majesty to divers of his subjects. The 
imports, this year, were reduced to eight thousand, seven hun- 
dred and seventy-two guilders, or $3,655, which was a falling 
off of two-thirds ; but the exported furs amounted to five 
thousand se e hun 1 e 1 and fifty-eight skins, valued at tliirty- 
five thou and e ght h dred and twenty-five gudders,^ equal 
to 814,927 of o r cu rency ; a large increase on the exporta- 
tions of t! e [ e ed j, year. 

In the mea t me tl e Dutch occupied Manhattan Island 
merely by ufte ance But as it was now their determination 1626. 
to make a pe nanent ettlement thereupon, the company hav- 
ing approf at d an a ed ship, of about three hundred tons 

' The namtH of all the above funclionarieB, except De Razier'e, I find an- 
DOied to Indian deedB.dated 1630 and 1631, among the ReneselaerBwyck MSS. 
' Loud. Dor-, i., 34 ; De Laet Kort Vcrhael, 2G, S9- 
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BOOK burden, and a yacht, the value of both of wliidh was 120,000 
'■'■'^ florins,' to the trade of the country, it became necessary, both 
1636- in justice and pohrj io obtain a tille to the soil. The island 
of Manhattan-- estimated then to contain twenty-two thou- 
sand acres of land v,\s therefore purchased from the Indians, 
who received for thit splendid tract the trifling sum of sixty 
guilders, or twenty four dollars 

Intelligence of tins fortunate arrangement was transmitted 
to the Assembly of the XIX., by the ship " The Arms of Am- 
sterdam," which sailed from the River Mauritius on the 23d 
Sept. September, and arrived in Holland on the fourth of November 
■*" following ; with the additional information that the Uttle colony 
was in a most prosperous state, and that the women and soil 
were both fruitful. As an evidence of the latter fact, samples 
of the recent harvest, consisting of wheat, rye, barley, oats, 
buckwheat, canary-seed, beans, and flax, were sent forward ; 
together with eight thousand, one hundred and thirty beaver 
skins, valued at over forty-five thousand guilders, or nearly 
819,000. The imports were estimated at twenty thousand, 
three hundred and eighty-four guilders, or $8,494.^ 

On or about the same time that the island of Manhattans 
Was purchased, the Director General and Council bought 
Eghquaous, or Staten Island, and some other places in that 
vicinity ; and as a greater security for their lives and property, 
as well as for the better accommodation of the Company's 
servants, a blockhouse, surrounded with red cedar palisades, 
was throvra up on the south point of Manhattan Island, which 
post having now received the appellation of Fort Amsterdam, 
became the head-quarters of the government, and the capital 
of New Netherland.^ 

An occurrence, we regret to say, took place while this work 
was progressing, which must have impressed the uncivilized 
natives with an unfavorable idea both of European honesty 
arai of European justice. One of the neighboring tribe of 

' HoL Doc, i., 147. 

' Hoi. Doc., i., 155. Db Laet. 

' HoL Doc., viL, 70, 71. Verbael van BsTOniinok, 60a Alb. Rec, riii., tfil. 
Mouiton, 3G7. Report to the Aeeembly of tb« XIX., ia the Appendii, ehoiva 
the date of the erection of this fort 
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Wickwasqueeck Indiana had come, with his nephew, and an- chap. 
other of his nation, to the Dutch post, to sell some beaver-skins. y^Tt 
He was met unfortunately by three of Minuit's farm servants, 
who not only rilled the Indian of his property, but murdered him 
in cold blood. The nephew of the unfortunate man, who was 
then a mere youth, was a witness to this outrage. He returned 
home brooding over the wrong, and vowed to take vengeance 
when he should arrive at the years of manhood^ — a vow which 
he too faithfully fulfilled, years afterwards, the Dutch having 
neglected to expiate the crime by a suitable present of wam- 
pum, in conformity with the customs of the Redman, or to 
punish the murderers, as justice and good policy demanded. 

The activity with which the authorities at the Manhattans 1627. 
prosecuted trade among the Indians, exploring every creek, 
bay, and river, with their sloops and other craft, soon spread 
the intelligence of their settlement all around. The English, 
now settled some six or seven years at New Plymouth, had al- 
ready heard much of the Dutch from the natives. Through 
the same medium, it is to be presumed, the Dutch heard of 
their English neighbors;* but neither parly had, as yet, heard 
from, or met with, the other. Desirous, now, of extending March 
their commercial relations, the Director and councd transmit- 



' De Vriee (Korte Hiatoriael ende Joiimael, &c,) alludes ta this murder, and 
the time it oeourred is distinctly mentioned by him — " when the fort was bajlt." 
CapL Patrick, writing m 1641, says that it occurred "over one and twenty- 
years ago." This would have carried it back to 1620 ; but as no fort was 
building then, it must he concluded that the Captain's memory, or rather the 
memory of the sachem who furniEhed him with that aa the distance of time 
when the murder was committed, must have deceived him. In Hoi. Doc. v. 
314, the murder is alluded to, also, and it is there represented aa having been 
cammitted by three of Mlnnewiti' men. " De welcke (Wilt) van drye houw- 
knecliten van den Commaadeur Minnewiti was omgebracht." This marks the 
time preciEely, as no other fort was built on Manhattan Island by Minuit ex- 
cept in the above year. 

'In the year 1623, a Dutch trading vessel from New Netherland waa 
stranded in Narragansett bay, near the mouth of Taunton river. In the same 
year the Plymouth people went on a trading voyage to Narragansett bay, it be- 
ing the first time they had ventured bo far towards the west. In this eipedi- 
tion they were not euccesaful, because the Dutch had been accustomed to sup- 
ply the natives witii goods better suited to Iheir wants than the Plymouth peo- 
|)lB were able to fnmish. N. A, Rev. viii., 82 
i4 
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BOOK ted letters to the governor of New Plymouth, " written in a very 
■"^ fair hand, the one in French and tlie other in Dutch," and 
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bear, alleging that they hid traded thither above six and twenty 
years, and that they had authority for so doing from the States 
General and the Prmce ot Orange. As a testimony of their 
good feeling towards the New Plymouth people, they accom- 
panied this letter with a present to Gov. Bradford, of " a rund- 
let of sugar and two Holland cheeses," which were very thank- 
Aug fully received. The governor, in his answer, reiterated his 
desire for the continuance of good neighborhood ; expressed a 
wish for an opportunity to confer personallv touching mutual 
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commerce, and added that he should have sent a person for chap 
that purpose, but that he had no mode of conveyance at hand. •'-^ 
He, at tlie same time, invited the Dutch authorities to depute 1637. 
some one of themselves to New Plymouth, as they had pro- 
posed, to make some regulations relative to trade, who would 
be cordially received. In sending this invitation. Governor 
Bradford considered it his duty again to warn the Dutch 
against the danger to which they were exposed from tlie ves- 
sels of Virginia, and from the fishing ships coming to New 
England, as, if they were met, they should assuredly be cap- 
tured in the same manner as a French colony, years before, 
which was seated within these bounds. He concluded by 
calling their attention to the fact, that the English had navi- 
gated and planted in those parts well-nigh forty years, under 
patents and royal grants from Queen Elizabeth, and suggested 
if it were not best that the States General should come to 
some arrangement with the British court about the matter. 

The government at Fort Amsterdam was not slow to ac- 
cept the invitation conveyed in Governor Bradford's letter. 
Isaac de Razier was dispatched in the bark Nassau as am- 
bassador to the New Plymouth colony ; and, having arrived 
in the neighborhood of that settlement, forwarded a letter thus Oct 4, 



" Mon^Bur Monseigneur Wiiliam Bradford, Govoraor Nieu Plemeuen. 

" After the wishing of all good unto you, this serves to let 
you understand that we have received your acceptable letters, 
dated the 14th of the last month, by John Jacobsen of "Wiring, 
who, besides, by word of mouth hath reported unto us your 
kind and friendly entertainment of him. For which cause, (by 
the good liking and approbation of the Director and Council,) I 
am resolved to come myself in friendship to visit you, that we 
may, by word of mouth, friendly communicate of things to- 
gether ; as also to report unto you the good-will and favor thai 
the Hon'ble Lords of the authorized West India Company 
bear towards you. And to show our willingness of your good 
accommodation, have brought with me some cloth of three 
sorts and colors, and a chest of white sugar, as also some sea- 
wan, &c., not doubling but, if any of them may be scrvice- 
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BOOK able unto you, we shall agree well enough aboul the prices 
vfi97 '^^^^*'*^- ^'^°' •^'^^'^ Jacobaen, aforesaid, hath told me that he 
' came to you overiand in sis hours, but 1 have not gone so far 
this three or four years ; wherefore I fear my feet will fail me, 
so I am constrained to entreat you to afford me the easiest 
means that I may, with least weariness, come to congratulate 
with yon. So leaving other things to the report of the bearer, 
shall herewith end; remembering my hearty salutations to 
yourself and friends, &c. From aboard the barque Nassau, 
the 4th Oct., before Frenchman's Point, Anno 1627. Your 
affectionate friend, 

" Isaac de Razier," 

According to the request contained in the above, Governor 
Bradford sent a boat for Mr. de Razier, " who came honorably 
attended wilh a noise of trumpetora." This meeting, it may 
well be imagined, was a source of pleasure on both sides. 
" It was the first meeting in the solitude of the New World 
between friendly colonists of two allied European nations," 
who had much to say about a country towards which both had 
feelings of strong affection. 

A quantity of Dutch commodities was purchased on this 
occasion by the New Plymouth people ; especially seawan, or 
Wampum, which the English found to be afterwards very 
beneficial in their trade wilh the natives. This was the com- 
mencement of the intercourse between the Dutch and English 
colonists on these shores, which continued for many years, to 
the mutual advantage of both parties. 
Oct. 11. At the departure of Mr. de Razier from New Plymoudi, 
Governor Bradford wrote again to the Director and Council at 
Fort Amsterdam, in reference to the proposition regarding 
trade which had been made by their agent, but which the 
New Plymouth authorities could not, at the moment, favor- 
ably entertain, as they had sent a person to England and Hol- 
land for supplies, whose return they should necessarily await. 
In this communication they were again urged to clear the title 
to iheir plantation in these parts, which, it was asserted, " the 
king had granted by patent to divers nobles and subjects of 
quality." This the Dutch were reconnnended to do, " lest it 
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be a bone of contention in these stirring evil times ; for," it chap, 
was added, " it will be harder and with more difficulty ob- -'^■^ 
lained hereafter, and perhaps not without blows. "^ 1627. 

The earnestness with which Governor Bradford asserted the 
right of the English to the country claimed now, or possessed 
by the Dutch, and urged the latter to clear their title ; and the 
closing hint, that possibly force might be resorted to hereafter 
to vindicate the British pretensions, alarmed somewhat the 
authorities at Fort Amsterdam. They wrote, immediately, to Nov. 
the directors of the company in Holland, and represented 
that the English at New Plymouth had threatened, notwith- 
standing all the kindness they had received from the Dutch, 
to drive the latter away, or disturb them in their possessions 
and little colony ; and then concluded by calling for a force 
of forty soldiers, to aid them in repelling any hostile at- 
tacks.^ 

The company had, however, anticipated, and in some de- 
gree removed, before the receipt of this letter, many of the 
causes which might have led at this time to an interruption of 
good feeling between the Dutch and their English neighbors. 
For, though they did not, as Governor Bradford suggested, 
" clear their title," they obtained from Charles I. an order in 
council, in the month of September preceding, by which the Sept. 5 
privileges which were secured, in 1 627, by the treaty of South- ' ' '' 
ampton, to all the national vessels of the States General, were 
extended to the ships of the company. By this order all 
ports, whether in the kingdom or territories of the British king, 
were at once thrown open to the Dutch vessels trading to 
or from New Netherland, which were thus protected from 



' Btadfotd'B CotTBspondencB, in N. Y. Hi8t. Soo. Coll. {N. S.,) i. 360, et seq. 
Baillie'H Mam. of Plym. i., 14S, 147. Prince's N. E. Chron. 249. Moai- 
ton, 373. 

' This intelligence, which was addressed to the XIX., was reported to the 
States General tn (he following words : " Breiigen tyding dat sy aldaer {in N. 
N.) gedreigd worden van de Engelschen van N. Pleymoudl : (niettegenstaendB 
de onsen voor deeen aen dcselMe alle goede correspondentie en vnmtschap 
geprcsenteerd hadden ;) van hon le willen veljaegen ofle turberen in haer besit 
en geringe colonie. Versoecken dcihalve adsistentie van veerlig soldaten tiil 
hunne defensie." Hoi. Doc. i., 159, 16D. 
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BOOK seizure by any of the cruisers frequenting the English colo- 

— "w nies.' 

'■^^'- In the mean while, the trade with the Indians and adjoining 
plantations continued to be actively carried on. The com- 
pany sent out four ships this year, with cargoes valued at fifty- 
six thousand, one hundred and seventy guilders, ($23,404,) 
being an increase on last year's imports of fifteen thousand 
dollars. There was, however, a falling off in the value of the 
furs returned, wliich, though amounting to seven thousand, 
eight hundred and ninety skins, were estimated at only twelve 
thousand, seven hundred and thirty guilders. 

1628. Seven years had now nearly elapsed since the incorporation 
of the West India Company, and five since that body had been 
in active operation, yet nothing had been done to carry out 
that part of the charter which obliged them to advance settle- 
ments and encourage population in those fertile countries in 
North America committed to their charge. A few servants of 
the company, connected with the trading posts which served 
as a rendezvous for the neighboring Indians, were the only 
inhabitants, it may be said, of the extensive country claimed 
as New Netherland. Not a particle of the soil was reclaimed, 
save what scantily supplied the wants of those attached to the 
three forts which were erected within the limits of this rich 
and vast territory ; and the only exports were the spontaneous 
products of the forest. Experience had demonstrated, in the 
interim, that no benefits had accrued to the company from 
this plantation, under the present system of management, ex- 
cept what the peltries produced i' the mode of life pursued 



' This order wLiI be found at length in Hoi. Doc. ix., 292, et anq. ; ateo in 
ijind. Doe. i., 36, 37, 38,33. Tlie treaty of Southampton is in Aitiema.i., 469. 

' " Now the part which we have named New Netheriand, though as re- 
gards eUmate it ought to be as warm, and as well adapted for tha cultivation of 
fruit at least, as France, where it borders on Spain, has, nevetthelees, been 
founril excessively cold, and as eubjoot to frost and other inconveniences ae these 
still more northerly provinces. The people whom we have conveyed thither 
up to this tune, have, on that acconnt, been able to procure but scanty means 
of hving, and have been, not a profit, but a loss to the Company. The trade 
which ia oanied ou in peltries is right advantageona, but can, at the utmoet, re- 
turn, one year with tlie other, only 50,000 guilders," ($20,000.) Remon- 
strance ot the W. 1. Co. against Pciice with Spain, 1629. Mol. Doc., i., 16S, 
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by the people was very irregular, the expenses of the eslab- chap. 
lishment excessively high, and the results not as flattering as ■-^-«- 
anticipated. These considerations having been frequently 1628. 
brought before the XIX., it was finally determined that the 
resources of the country, under their jurisdiction, would be 
most efficiently developed by the planting of " colonies," or 
seignorial fiefs or manors, there. 

A meeting of the Assembly of the XIX. accordingly took March 
place early this year. It was attended by commissioners 
from their High Mightinesses the States General, and directors 
and assessors on the part of the principal partners ; and a 
draft of a " charter of privileges and exemptions," which was 
considered alike serviceable to the company and advantageous 
to the patroons, masters, and private individuals who should 
plant colonies in New Netherland under its provisions, having 
been submitted, was referred, forthwith, to a committee for 
examination, which was instructed to report to a future meet- 
ing.' 

It was while these plans were under consideration, that 
the arms of the company achieved a splendid and most deci- 
sive victory over the enemy, which, while it threw uncounted 
wealth into the coffers of the various partners, gave a sudden, 
yet most efficient, impulse to the permanent colonization of 
New Netherland. 

Admiral Pieter Pieterssen Heyn having been put in com- 
mand of the company's ships, proceeded to the West Indies, 
and in the autumn of this year, captured, in Matanzas bay, Sept. 9. 
the Spanish " Plate fleet," consisting of twenty sail, laden 
with gold, silver, and other valuable freight, estimated to be 
worth five millions of dollars. From this and other preceding 
conquests, the company's dividends advanced at once to fifty 
per cent.^ When the committee, appointed in the spring of 
the preceding year to examine the proposed charter for the 
establishment of colonics in New Netherland, brought in their 1629, 
report, it was evident that Heyn's victory liad considerable gg 
influence on the minds of many of the directors, It was, 
however, considered wise to address the several chambers on 



' Vaderlands. IIIeI 
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May latter part of May, and then referred a second time to a com- 
■ mittee, to report all the articles conjplete to the Assembly of 
June 7. the XIX., who, on the seventh day of June, 1629, agreed to 
these important concessions,' which were duly ratified by the 
States General, and published in the following terms : 

"FREEDOMS AND EXEMPTIONS 

GRANTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE XJX. OF THE PRIVILEGED 
WEST INDIA COMPANY, TO ALL SUCH AS SHALL PLANT ANY 
COLONIES IN NEW NETHERLAND : 

" I. Such members of the said company as may be inclined 
to settle any colonie in New Netherland, shall be permitted to 
send in the ships of this company going thither, three or four 
persons to inspect the situation of the country, provided that 
they, with the officers and ship's company, swear to the arti- 
cles, so far as they relate to them, and pay for provisions and 
for passage, going and coming, six stuyvers per diem ; and 
such as desire to eat in the cabin, twelve stuyvers, and to be 
subordinate and give assistance like others, in cases offensive 
and defensive ; and if any ships be taken from the enemy, 
they shall receive, pro rata, their proportions with the ship's 
company, each according to his quality ; that is to say, the 
colonists eating out of the cabin shall be rated with the sail- 
oi^, and those who eat in the cabin with those of the com- 
pany's men who eat at table and receive the lowest wages. 

" II. Though, in this respect, shall be preferred such persons 
as have first appeared and desired the same from the company. 

" III. All such shall be acknowledged Patroons of New 
Netherland who shall, within the space of four years next after 
they have given notice to any of the Chambers of the Com- 
pany here, or to the Commander or Council there, undertake 
to plant a colonie there of fifty souls, upwards of fifteen years 

> HoL Doc. ii., 98, 39. 
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old ; one fourth part within one year, and within three years chap. 
after the sending of the first, making together four years, the '"■■^ 
remainder, to the full number of fifty persons, to be shipped 1639. 
from hence, on pain, in case of wilful neglect, of being de- 
prived of the privileges obtained ; but it is to be observed that 
the company reserve the island of the Manhattes to themselves. 

" IV. They shall, from the time they make known the situa- 
tion of the places where they propose to settle colonies, have 
the preference to all others of the absolute property of such 
lands as they have there chosen ; but in case the situation 
should not afterwards please them, or that they should have 
been mistaken as to the quality of the land, they may, after 
remonstrating concerning the same to the Commander and 
Council there, be at liberty to choose another place, 

" V. The Patroons, by virtue of their power, shall and may 
be permitted, at such places as they shall settle their colonies, 
to extend their limits four miles' along the shore, that is, on 
one side of a navigable river, or two miles^ on each side of a 
river, and so far into the country as the situation of the occu- 
piers will permit ; provided and conditioned that the company 
keep to themselves the lands lying and remaining between the 
limits of colonies, to dispose thereof, when and at such time 
as they shall think proper, in such manner that no person shall 
be allowed to come within seven or eight miles' of them with- 
out their consent, unless the situation of the land thereabout 
were such, that the Commander and Council, for good reasons, 
should order otherwise ; always observing that the first occu- 
piers are not to be prejudiced in the right they have obtained, 
other than, unless the service of the Company should require 
it, for the building of fortifications, or something of that sort ; re- 
maining, moreover, the command of each bay, river, or island, 
of the first-settled colonic, under the supreme jurisdiction of 
their High Mightinesses the States General, and the com- 
pany : but that on the next colonies being settled on the same 
river or island, they may, in conjunction with the first, appoint 
one or more council, in order to consider what may be necea- 

' Equal to sixteen English miles. ' Or eight Eugll^ miles. 

' Thirty-two English miles. 
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BOOK sary for the prosperity of the colonies on the said river and 
-— — island. 

1629. " VI. They shall fore\ cr posseii and enjoy all the lands lying 
within the aforesaid limili, together with the fruits, rights, 
minerals, rivers, and fountains thereof; as also the chief com- 
mand and lower junsdictioni, hshing, fowling, and grinding, to 
the exclusion of all others, to be hoidcn from the company as 
a perpetual inhcntanco, without it ever devolving again to the 
company, and in case it should devolve, to be redeemed and 
repossessed with twenty guilders per colonie, to be paid to this 
company, at the chamber here, or to their commander there, 
within a year and sis weeks after the same occurs, each at 
the chamber where he originedly sailed from ; and further, no 
person or persons whatsoever shall be privileged to fish and hunt 
but the Patroons and such as they shall permit ; and in case any 
one should in time prosper so much as to found one or more 
cities, he shall have power and authority to establish officers 
and magistrates there, and to make use of the title of his colonie, 
according to his pleasure and to the quality of the persons. 

" VIL There shall likewise be granted to all Patroons who 
shall desire the same, venia testandi, or liberty to dispose of 
their aforesaid heritage, by testament. 

" VIII. The Patroons may, if they think proper, make use of 
all lands, rivers, and woods, lying contiguous to them, for and 
during so long a time as tliis company shall grant ihem to 
other patroons or particulars. 

" IX. Those who shall send persons over to settle colonies 
shall furnish them with proper instructions, in order that they 
may be ruled and governed conformably to the rule of govern- 
ment made, or to be made, by the Assembly of the Nineteen, 
as well in the political as in the judicial government ; which 
tliey shall be obliged first to lay before the flirectors of the 
respective college" 

" X. The Patroons) md Colonists shall be privileged to send 
their people and effects thither, in ships belonging to the com- 
pany, provided they tike the oath, and pay to the company for 
bringing over the people as mentioned in the first article ; and 
for freight of the goods five per cent rtidy money, to be reck- 
oned on the prime cost of the goods here ; in which is, how 
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ever, not to be included such creatures and other implements chap. 
as are necessary for the cultivation and improvement of the '—^^ 
lands, which the company are to carry over without any reward, 1629 
if there is room in their ships. But the Patroons shall, at their 
own expense, provide and make places for them, together with 
every thing necessary for the support of the creatures. 

" XI. In case it should not suit the company to send any 
ships, or in those going there should be no room ; then the 
said Patroons, after having communicated their intentions, and 
after having obtained consent from the company in writing, may 
send their own ships or vessels thither : provided, that in going 
or coming they go not out of their ordinary course ; giving 
security to the company for the same, and taking on board an 
assistant, to be victualled by the Patroons, and paid his monthly 
wages by the company ; on pain, for dcing the contrary, of 
forfeiting all the right and property they have obtained to the 
colonic. 

" XII. Inasnmch as it is intended to people the island of the 
Manhattes first, all fruits and wares that are produced on the 
lands situate on the North River, and lying thereabout, shall, 
for the present, be brought there before they may be sent eke- 
where : excepting such as are from their nature unnecessary 
there, or such as cannot, without great loss to the owner 
thereof, be brought there ; in which c^se the owners thereof 
shall be obliged to give timely notice in writing of the difficulty 
attending the same to the company here, or the commander and 
council there, that the same may be remedied as the necessity 
thereof shall be found to require 

" XIII. AO the Patroons of colonies in New Netherland, and 
of colonies on the island of Manhattes, shall be at liberty to 
sail and traffic dl along the coast from Florida to Terra Neuf, 
provided that they do again return with all such goods as they 
shall get in trade to the island of Manhattes, and pay five per 
cent, for recognition to the company, in order, if possible, that 
after the necessary inventory of the goods shipped be taken, 
the same may be sent hither. And if it should so happen that 
they could not return, by contrary streams or otherwise, they 
shall, in such case, not be permitted to bring such goods to 
any other place but to these dominions, in order that under the 
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; inspection of the directors of the place where they may arrive 
they may be unladen, an inventory thereof made, and the afore- 
said recognition of five per cent, paid to the company here, on 
pain, if they do the contrary, of the forfeiture of their goods so 
trafficked for, or the real value thereof. 

"XIV. In case the ships of the Patroons, in going lo, or 
coming from, or saihng on the coast from Florida to Terra 
Neuf, and no further, without our grant, should overpower 
any of the prizes of the enemy, they shaO be obliged to bring, 
or cause to be brought, such prize to the college of the place 
from whence they sailed out, in order to be rewarded by them ; 
the company shall keep the one third part thereof, and the re- 
maining two thirds shall belong to them, in consideration of the 
cost and risk they have been at, all according to the orders of 
the company, 

" XV. It shall be also free for the aforesaid Patroons to 
traffic and trade all along the coast of New Netherland and 
places circumjacent, with such goods as are consumed 
there, and receive in return for them, all sorts of merchan- 
dise that may be had there, except beavers, otters, minks, 
and all sorts of peltry, which trade the company reserve 
to themselves. But the same shall be permitted at such 
places where the company have no factories, conditioned that 
such traders shall be obliged to bring all the pehry they can 
procure to the island of Manhattes, in case it may be, at any 
rate, practicable, and there dehver to the Director, to be by 
him shipped hither with the ships and goods ; or, if they 
should come here, without going there, then to give notice 
thereof to the company, that a proper account thereof may 
be taken, in order that they may pay to the company one 
guilder for each merchantable beaver and otter skin ; the pro- 
perty, risk, and all other charges, remaining on account of the 
Patroons, or owners. 

" XVI, All coarse wares that the colonists of the Patroons 
there shall consumg, such as pitch, tar, weed-ashes, wood, 
grain, fish, salt, hearthstone, and such like things, shall be 
brought over in the company's ships, at the rate of eighteen 
guilders ($7.30) per last; four thousand weight to be ac- 
counted a last, and the company's ship's crew shall be obliged 
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to wheel and bring the salt on board, whereof ten lasts make criAi^. 
a hundred. And in case of the want of ships, or room in the •->-*- 
ships, they may order it over at their own cost, in ships of 1^39 
their own, and enjoy in these dominions such liberties and 
benefits as the company have granted ; but in either case 
they shall be obliged to pay, over and above the recognition 
of five per cent., eighteen guilders for each hundred of salt 
that is carried over in the company's ships. 

" XVII, For all wares which are not mentioned in the fore- 
going article, and which are not carried by the last, tliere 
shall be paid one dollar for each hundred pounds weight ; and 
for wines, brandies, verjuice, and vinegar, there shall be paid 
eighteen guilders per cask 

" XVIII. The company promises the colonists of the Pa- 
troons, that they shall be free from customs, taxes, excise, 
imposts, or any other contributions, for the space of ten years ; 
and after the expiration of the said ten years at the highest, 
such customs as the goods are taxable with here for the present. 

" XIX. They will not tnke from the service of the I'atroon« 
any of their colonists, eith m d gi 

man-servant or maid-serva 1 1 gh } f 1 1 Id 

desire the same, they wiO 1 11pm 

them to leave their Patro d 1 rv f 

another, unless on consen d f h P n 

Writing ; and this for and dur g m y j h y ar 

bound to their Patroons ; f h p h f h 11 

be in the power of the Pa d 1 h 11 11 

nists as will not continue i 1 d 1 1 i 1! 

not enjoy their liberty. A d 11 11 1 11 1 

the service of his Patroo d m 1 rv f 

other, or shall, contrary to 1 1 h 

promise to do every thin p pp 1 d d 

deliver the same into the 1 d f 1 P m 

that he may be proceeded ga 1 1 

this country, as occasion m y 

" XX. From all judgments given by the courts of the Pa- 
troons for upwards of iifty guilders, ($30,) there may be an 
appeal to the company's commander and council in New 
Netherland. 
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BOOK " XXI. In regard to such private persons as on their own 
---^ account, or others in the service of their masters here, (not 
1639. enjoying the same privileges as the Patroons,) shall be in- 
clined to go thither and settle ; they shall, with the approba- 
tion of the Director and council there, be at liberty to take up 
as much land, and take possession tliereof, as they shall be 
able properly to improve, and shall enjoy the same in full 
property either for themselves or masters. 

" XXII. They shall have free Hberty of hunting and fowling, 
as well by water as by land, generally, and in public and pri- 
vate woods and rivers, about their colonies, according to the 
orders of the Director and council, 

" XXIII. Whosoever, whether colonists of Patroons for their 
patroons, or free persons for themselves, or other particulars 
for their masters, shall discover any shores, hays, or other fit 
places for erecting fisheries, or the making of salt ponds, they 
may take possession thereof, and begin to work on them in 
their own absolute property, to the exclusion of all others. 
And it is consented to that the Patroons of colonists may send 
ships along the coast of New Netherland, on the cod fishery, 
and with the fish they catch to trade to Italy, or other neutral 
countries, paying in such cases to the company for recogni- 
tion six guilders ($2.40) per last ; and if they should come 
with their lading hither, they shall be at liberty to proceed to 
Italy, though they shall not, under pretext of this consent, or 
from the company, carry any goods there, on pain of arbi- 
trary punishment ; and it remaining in the breast of the com- 
pany to put a supercargo on board each ship, as in the eleventh 
article. 

" XXIV. In case any of the colonists should, by his mdustry 
and diligence, discover any minerals, precious stones, crystals, 
marbles, or such like, or any pearl fishery, the same shall be 
and remain the property of the Patroon or Patroons of such 
colony ; giving and ordering the discoverer such premium as 
the Patroon shall beforehand have stipulated with such colo- 
nist by contract. And the Patroons shall be exempt from all 
recognition to the company for the terra of eight years, and pay 
only for freight, to bmng them over, two per cent., and after 
the expiration of the aforesaid eight years, for recognition 
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and freight, the one eighth part of what the same may be ciiap 
worth. "^^x 

" XXV. The company will take all the colonists, as well free 
as those ihat are in seirice, under their protection, and the 
same against all outlandish and inlandish wars and powers, 
with the forces they have there, as much as lies in their power, 
defend. 

"XXVI, Whosoever shall settle any colonic out of the limits 
of the Manhattes Island, shall be obliged to satisfy the Indians 
for the land they shall settle upon, and they may extend or en- 
large the limits of their colonies if they settle a proportionate 
number of colonists thereon. 

" XXVII. The Palroons and colonists shall in particular, and 
in the speediest manner, endeavor to find out ways and means 
whereby they may support a minister and schoolmaster, that 
thus the sei-vice of God and aeal for religion may not grow 
cool, and be neglected among tlicm ; and that they do, for the 
first, procure a comforter of the sick tliere. 

" XXVIII. The colonies that shall happen to lie on the re- 
spective rivers or islands (that is to say, each river or island 
for itself) shall be at liberty to appoint a deputy, who sliall 
give information to the commander and council of that West- 
ern quarter, of all things relating to his colonic, and wlio are 
to further matters relating thereto, of which deputies there 
shall be one altered, or changed, in every two years j and all 
colonies shall be obliged, at least once in every twelve months, 
to make exact report of their colonic and lands thereabout, to 
the commander and council there, in ordet to be transmitted 
hither. 

"XXIX. The colonists shall not be permitted to make any 
woollen, linen, or cotton cloth, nor weave any other stuffs there, 
oil pain of being banished, and as perjurers to be arbitrarily 
punished, 

" XXX. The company will use their endeavors to supply the 
colonists with as many blacks as they conveniently can, on the 
conditions hereafter to be made ; in such manner, however, 
that they shall not be bound to do it for a longer time than they 
shall think proper. 

"XXXI. The company promises to finish llie fort on the 
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BOOK island of the Manhattea, and to put it in a posture of defence 

-^■^" without delay.' 

1629. -j-jjg preceding charter, which transplanted to the free soil 
of America tiie feudal tenure and feudal burdens of continen- 
tal Europe, is remarkable principally as a characteristic of the 
era in which it was produced. It bears all the marks of the 
social system which prevailed at the time, not only among the 
Dutch, but among the other nations which had adopted the 
civil law. The "colonies" were but transcripts of the 
" lordships" and " seigneuries" so common at this period, and 
which the French were establishing, contemporaneously, in 
their possessions north of New Netherland,* where most of 
the feudal appendages of high and low jurisdiction, mutation 
fines, pre-emption rights, exclusive monopolies of mines, min- 
erals, water- courses, hunting, fishing, fowling, and grinding, 
which we find enumerated in the charter to palroons, form part 
of the civil law of the country at the present day. But how- 
ever favorable the feudal tenure may be to a young countr)-, 
and to agriculturists of small capital, whose interest it might be 
to husband their scanty means, in order the quicker and more 
effectually to enable them to reclaim their wild land, it cannot 
be denied that the charter before us had many faults and many 
imperfections. " While it secured the right of the Indian to 
the soil," says Moulton, " and enjoined schools and churches. 
It scattered the seeds of servitude, slavery, and aristocracy, 
Whde it gave to freemen as much land as they could cultivate, 
and exempted colonists from taxation for ten years, it fettered 
agriculture by restricting commerce and prohibiting manufac- 
tures."' 

■ Moulton, 388 j Dunlap's N. Y., a.. Append. H. ; N. Y. Hist. Soc. CoL. (2d 
Ser.) i., 369. 

' The following are the dates of some of the earliort patents for seigneurioB in 
Canada, St, Joseph, 1G26; Notre dame des Angoa, 1696 ; Riviftre du Loup, 
1633 ; Lauion, 1636 ; Beauport, 1G35. These and nnmbera of olhera may be 
found (some aa late as 1788) in Bouchette's Topog, of Can,, App. ii. et seq. 
Forty years after the eetablbhment of the privileged order of patroons in New 
Nstherlandithe proprielors of Carolina attempted to introdnce aprivUeged order 
of feudal lords in that province, under the title of " Langraves" and "Caciques," 
the former to be endowed with 16,000, and the latter with 4,000 acres of land each. 
But this memorable monument of Locke'» folly perished soon alier birth. 

• Hist, of N, Y,, 387, 388. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Several dire lora f th West Ind C p j acqu e patroonehips, or " colo- 
nies," in N w N th 1 d — Aee t ne f rn d t ttle Zwanendal and Reae- 
eelaerswj Is — P ns' 1 oi firm d d aoaled with the seal of 

New Neth I d — Q rr I bpt D t ra 1 the Company and Pa- 

troona — P vil g gra d 1 1 t oo 11 d t doubt — ^Director Mlnuit 
recalled— E gl 1 C mp gr p t ts f MaasachuaotlB and Connecti- 

cut — Evince considerable jealouey of the Dutch — The vessel in which 
Minmt and other servants of the Company are returning to Holland, is 
Belied at Plvniouth by order of the British government, for having traded to, 
and obtamed her cargo in, countriea eubject to the king of England — Audi- 
onoB of the Dutch ambaasadors with Charles I. in consequence — They de- 
mand the release of the Company's ship — The king declines — The West 
India t ompany call the attention of the States General to the matter — Lay 
before their High Mightinesses a deduction of their title to New Netherland 
—The States Genera! resolve to maintain the Company's right to that coun- 
try — Lengthy reply of Charles I. and the Lords Commissioners of England 
to the Dutch remonstrance — Refuse to permit the Dutch to encroach ou and 
usurp one of his Majesty's colonies unless they consent to submit to his Ma- 
jesty's government — The Company's ship released, " saving his Majesty's 
rights" — Continued misunderstanding between Diiectors of the West India 
Company and the Patroons — Commissaries sent to the several " colonies" 
belon^ng to Patroons, to prevent the latter interfering in the fur trade — 
Colonie of Zwanendal destroyed by tlie savages — Do Vries visits South BJver 
B,nd makes peace with the Indians — Profitable state of trade with New 
Netherland. 

The chajter of 1629 had not yet received the sanction of chap. 
the Assembly of the XIX., nor the ratification of the States — -~ 
General, when several of the directors of the Amsterdam 
chamber of the West India Company, to which department, 
as we have already observed, the management of the affairs 
of New Netherland was committed, had already taken meas- 
ures to secure for themselves a share of those privileges and 
advantages which it held out to enterprising capitalists Seven June 1. 
(Jays before the passing of that charter, the agents of bamue! 
Godyn and Samuel Bloemmaert purchased, from the native 
proprietors of the soil, the tract of country lying on the south- 
west side of the South River baj, extending in'and from 
Cape Hindbpen thirty-two miles, and two miles m breadth; 
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BOOK which purchase was (July ratified on the 15lh July of the 
•—•-" next year, by the Director-general and council, at Fort Am- 
sterdam,^ 
1630. Other wealthy and influential directors of the company 
April hastened now to become patroons also, and early in the fol- 
lowing spring, Bastiaen Jansen Krol, commissary, and Dierck 
Cornelissen Duyster, under-commissary at Fort Orange, hav- 
ing learned that a tract of land called Sannahagog, lying on 
the west side of the North River, extending from Beeien 
Island, by the fndians called Passapenock, up to Smacks 
Island, and in breadth two days' journey, was for sale, pur- 
chased the same from Paep Sikenekomptas, Nancouttanihal, 
and Sickoussen, the native proprietors, for Kihaen van Rens 
selaer, a pearl-merchant in Amsterdam, and one of the di 
rectors of the West India Company.^ Three monlhi after- 



' Hoi. Doc i., 176—180. In tho English Iranslationa of Ihie Dutch patent 
(Liber GG.) in the secretary of state's office, the name of Blommaert ie omit- 
ted as a patty to the Cape Hindlopen purchase, aud Moulton, following that 
translation, represents Godyii accordingly as sole purchaser of this tract. I 
follow the Dutch patent in tho Holland documonts, which contains BloramaerfB 
name, as well as the signatures of the Director-general and the membeiB of 
bis council, and of Sheriff Lanipo. 

' KiLisEN VAN Rbnsseliver, merchant of Ameferdam, director of the West 
India Company, and one of the first patioons of Now Netheriand, was the 
thirteenth descendant in a du«ot line from Henry Wolteis van Henseelaer, 
He married, firstly, Ilelicgonda van Bylel, by whom he had one son, Johannes, 
who afterwards married his cousin, Elizabeth van TwiUer. Killaen van Rons- 
BBlaor married, secondly, in 1637, Anna van Wely, daughter of Joannes van 
Woly, merchant of AmstBrdara, by whom ha had four daughters and four sons, 
namely: 1, Maria ; 2, Jeremias, (who married Maria, daughter of OlofTSteven- 
Bon van Cortland ;) 3, Hellejronda ; 4, Jan Bapliste, (who married Susan van 
Wely ;) 5, Eleoiiora ; S, Susan, (who married Jan de la Court ;) 7, Nicolaus, 
[Who married Alida Schuyler;) 8,Eickett, (who married Anna van Beaumont 
Kiliaen van EeJisselaer's sister (Maria) married Kykert van Twiller, and thps, 
it is presumed, the relationship originated between Wouter van Twiller, second 
director-general of New Netheriand, and the first patroon of Reneselaere- 
wyck. Of the above children, Maria and Hcllegonda died unmarried. Jo- 
hannes succeeded his father as Patmon, and Jeremias, Jan Baptiste, and 
Rycfcert were, in succession, directors of " the colonie." Nicolaus was a 
clergyman of the Dutch Reformed Church. On being introduced to Charles 
II., then in exile at Brussels, he prophesied the resloration of that monarch to 
the throne of England, which circumstance obtained for him ailerwards a cor- 
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wards, Gillis Hoossett purchased, in the presence of Jan Jan- chap. 
sen Mcyndcrtsen, Wolfert Gerrittsen, and Jan Tysseii, trum- -^ 
peter, for the same gentleman, from Cottomack, Nawanemit, 1630. 
Abantzene, Sagisguwa, and Kanamoack, the lands lying south juiy 37 
and north of Fort Orange, and extending to within a short °'^^' 
distance of Moenimines Castle, then situate on what is now 
called Haver Island, at the mouth of the Mohawk ; and 
from Nawanemit, one of the last-named chiefs, his grounds, 
called Semesseeck, stretching on the east side of the river, 
from opposite Castle Island to a point facing Fort Orange, 
and thence from Pcetanoek, the Mill Creek, north to Nega- 
gonse. These conveyances were subsequently ratified by the Aug. a 
respective parties, in the presence of the Director-general and 
council of New Netherland, who signed an instrument to that Aug. 
effect, " sealed with the seal of New Netherland in red wax," 



the Dutch embaEay. In aeknowlodgment of the trutli of the prediction, the 
king presented him with a Bnuff-box, on the lid of which was set his Majesty's 
miniature. This royal relic is Btiil in the poEsession of the Van Rensselaer 
family B.t Albany. 

Mde. Anna van Rensselaer died in Amsterdam on the 12tk June, IGTO, after 
a eicknesa of seven weeks, having survived her husband twenty-four years. 
Intelligence of her death, coDimnnicated by the following letter, was received 
in this conntry by her sons, Jeremias and Ryckert, on the 18th Sept., 1670 : 

" Ambtekdam, 19th June, 1670. 
" Dear Brotliera — On the 9th inst. I CommuniOated to you, among other 
things, por slilp Ditke of York, Johannes Luyck, skipper, the low condition of 
our beloved mother, who accompanied me home, sick, from Cralo in Amster- 
dam, on the 1st of April. After lying so long, without any strong fever, or 
any great pain, troubled only with asthma, accompanied by considerable cough 
and phlegm, and the sprne, she look her departure with great piety from the 
Church Mlhtant here, to the Church Triamphant above, on the 19th insL, be- 
ing this day, about one hour after noon, in the presence of all our sIsleiH and 
brothers who are In this country, and that with a full understanding and trust 
in llie mercy of God, the merits of her and our Saviour Jesus Christ, which, 
through the grace of the Holy Ghost and the belief in the Triune God, so 
strengthened her, that all her Wishes were to be set free and to be with Christ, 
who hath taken her so mercifully to himself, that we all, though afflicted 
children, cannot be sufficiently thankful to God for so gentle and holy a death. 
Her body will be committed to the earth in a Christian manner, as In duty 
bound, on Tuesday next, being the 17th Inst. There Is no doubt of a stately 
funeral. May the good God grant her, and us with her, a joyous reBUrrectioa 
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BOOK on the same day that the charter of 1629 was proclaimed at 
-^-^ Fort Amsterdam. Nearly seven years afterwards — namely, 
1630. on the 13th April, 1637 — an intervening district called Pap- 
sickenekas, or Papsskenea, as the name is now pronounced, 
lying also on the east bank of the river, and extending from 
opposite Castle Island south to the point opposite Smackx 
Island, and including the adjacent islands and all the lands back 
into the interior, belonging to the Indian owners, was pur- 
chased " for certain quantities of duifeis, axes, knives, and 
wampum," also for Mr. Van Rensselaer, who thus became 
proprietor of a tract of country twenty-four miles long, and 
forty-eight miles broad, containing, as is estimated, over seven 
hundred thousand acres of land, which now compose the 
counties of Albany, Rensselaer, and part of the county of 
Columbia.' 

' The names of Director Minuit, Baetiaen Janeeii Krol, Direk Comolira 
Diiyster, Peter Bylvelt, Jan Lampo, (schout,) Reynert Harmensaen, Jan Jans- 
sen Mynderti, are Bigned to the first of these deeds, which is certified by Lon- 
aertColo.asEistant-Becretary, "in the absence of Jan van Remiuid, Eecretary." 
The other instruraent is Mgned by Pieter Minnit, director ; Pieter Bylvelt, 
Jacob Elbertzen Weissing, Jan Jaiisen Brouwer, Symen Dircksea Fos, Eayn- 
ner Harmenz, Leoaert Cole, asBistant-secretary, in tlie absence of the Eecre- 
tary, " with the seal of New Netherland in red wax." Copiea of all theao 
deeds are in the Book of Patents, Hccretsry of state's office, GG, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
23, 34, 25, 26, and also among the RenEselaerswyck MSS. See also Hoi. Doc. 
i., 181—184. The deed of the parchase of 1637 is Ukewise among the Rens- 
selaetswyck MSS. It is endorsed, " Opdracht brief van 't landl aende OoBtwal 
en de eylanden van Papsickaen, 1637." This purcliase was effected by Jacob 
Alhertisen Planck, officier, or elieriff, of the patroon, in the presence of (jerrit 
de Reus and Brandt Feelen, both sohepeiis, or magistrates of the colonic, and 
of Dirok C orasen and Jan Ticbkins, the one commissioner, the other skipper of 
the yacht the KensselaerswyclE." The papers were signed in the director's 
(,hamber [bettelder kamer] of the colonie. 

Those who have not closely studied the deeds of 1630, will be somewhat con- 
fused in n.eonciling dates and distuiguishing landmarks. The latter have been 
the source of various lawsuits in the early settlement of the adjoining tracts. 
When application was made to the Duke of York, in 1G78, for a warrant to 
erect the colonie into a manor, the parties interested experienced a good deal of 
trouble m consequence of this confusion, as we leam by a letter from Jan Bap- 
tist to NicolauB van Rensselaer, dated London, M June, 1678, of which the 
following ia an extract ; 

" I must further inform you of what was nigh doing us great injury here. 
Tlie lord-cliancellor required of me clearer proof that the land above and below 
Fort Oraniie, iuenlioued in the (lend of i:)cli August, lti;jU. only a.? ' south and 
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Pieter Heyser, skipper of the AVhale, and Gillien Coster, <^hap 
commissary, had, in the mean time, secured by purchase from yy^ 
the Indians, for directors Godyn and Bloemmaert, the land, 
situate at Cape Mey, on the shore opposite their former pur- 
chase, extending sixteen miles in length along the South bay, 
and sixteen in breadth, thus forming a square of sixty-four 
miles. 

The lands in the neighborhood of Fort Nassau and Fort 
Orange having been thus appropriated, and tlie island of Man- 
hattans being reserved to the company, Michel Paauw, another 
of the company's directors, caused the district called Hobokan- 
Hacking, situate opposite New Amsterdam, on the east side of July 
the river Mauritius, to be purchased for him by the Director- 
general and council, to which was added, in the course of the "^' 



north of Fort Orange to a little south of Moenimints Castli extended itself 
down to that. So I just found among my papers tTi>o certiliCdtne (attestatien ) 
one of the 11th March, 1633, ^en by Gerrit Willcms Ooslcrum and the 
other of the ISlh March, 1633, by the former Director Peter Minut which 
declare that the purchase of the land, on the west ade stretched down to the 
Mill Creek, including Castle Island and the small tongue of land dt the other 
Bide of the MiU Creek, {over de Molekdl ;) which two certificates I was obliged 
to haya translated, which I also send you, as I do not want them havuig the 
original Dutch by me. But it eervee for illustration that m the certificates tis 
stated, ' to the Mill Creek, that is, where Albert the Noonnan dwells which 
lies on the west side of the river ;' and in the deed, dated 13tJi August, 1630, 
'tis stated, ' from Fetanoek, the Mill Creek, unto Megagonse, which is sitaata 

namely, Fetanoek, the Mdi Creek— the creok where ETort Pels did five m 
Greeubiish, (in 't greeno bosch ;) and, in the certificates, reference is made to 
Albert the Noorman's Kill, commonly called the Mill Creek. 

" There is, also, an obscurity in the certificates, which must be remarked. It 
is stated therein that the land was piuchaeed and paid for in May, 1G30 ; and 
in another deed of oonvoyance, which mentions some oircumHtances about 
Bastiaeu Jansen Kml, it is expressly stated that the g.foreBaid land, from Moeni- 
mines Castle down, was purchased and paid for by Gdlis Iloosett, on the 37th 
July, 1G30, which does not seem to agree very well with the certificates. But 
tins is thus explained : In the certificates aforesaid, allutuon Is made to a later 
purchase of land on the east side, the date of which is not stated in the certiti- 
oates, which mnst be of the 27th July, 1G30 ; for in the deed where BasUaen 
Jansen Krol is mentioned, the date of the last purchase is set down, and in 
the certificates the date of the first, both whicl purchases are included in the 
deed of tlie 13th August, 1630." The dates ^f all these purchases are given 
in the map of Rensselaetewyck. 
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BOOK following month, Slaten Island, west of Hamel's Hooftden,' or 

T^-vt " ^^'^ ^^'^""'^ '" ^"'^> some time after, Ahasimus, on which 

Nov. Jersey City now stands, and the peninsula Aressick, having the 

^2. North River on the east, Hobokan-Hacking on the north, and 

surrounded by marshes " which served suiEcienlly for distinct 

boundaries."^ The compensation to the natives for all these 

purchases was " certain cargoes, or parcels of goods." 

The "colonic" on the South River was called Zwanendal. or 
the Valley of Swans; that opposite Manhattan island, Pavo- 
nia ; and that in the neighborhood of Fort Orange, Rensselaers- 
wyck. In the colony of Zwanendal was " cradled" the pres- 
ent flourishing state of Delaware. In that of Pavonia were 
laid tlie first foundations of the fruitful state of New Jersey. 

The possession or proprietorship of these vast tracts of wil- 
derness would, it was at once seen, prove rather a burden than 
a source of profit, if means were not adopted to reclaim and im- 
prove them. To accomplish this the more successfully, it was 
considered the properest course to form associations with other 
wealthy persons, and thus, by giving these a direct pecuniary 
interest in the undertaking, obtain more ample means to 
reach the object in view, while such an arrangement would, 
at the same time, allay some portion of that jealousy and dis- 
satisfaction which other directors might naturally feel who had 
not been sufficiently alert to seize, at a more early period, the 
advantages proffered by the charter of 1689.^ 
Oct. 1. A copartnership was accordingly entered into between 
Kiliaen van Rensselaer, Samuel Godyn, Johannes de Laet, 
and Samuel Bloemmaert, with whom were associated Adam 
Bissels and Toussaint Moussart, who, by the terms of the 
contract, were constituted co-directors of Rensselaerswyck. 
The common stock of this association was divided into five 
shares, of which Van Rensselaer held two ; De Laet, one ; 

' These " Hooflden," or hoadlands, were called after Hamel, one of the direo- 
tora of the company. MoultoD. 

' Book of Patente, GG. 1, 8, 9, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 97, 28, 29, 30, &c 
Hoboken is so called after a village of tbe same name aituate on the Scheld, a 
few railee south of Antwerp. Modeni map-makera have converted Ahasimus 
into " HoiBimus ;" for what reason they, perhaps, would find it difficult to do- 

' Moulton, 404. 
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Godyn, one ; and Bloemmaert and his associates, one ; and chap. 

the management of the affairs of the colonic was committed to •— -^ 

a board consisting of four perso f 1 1 \ 

Rensselaer represented, or held tn Bl mm rt B 1 

one ; and De Laet, or Moussart, \ R 1 

however, not to have any rank or 

perior to his associates, except the 

all its feudal honors, was vested 

binding themselves to do fealty and h g 1 ii f h 

demise, in the name, and on th b 1 If f 1 d 

' This conltact, aad the articles of agreement, are referred to in the judgment 
of the Court of Holland, dated 14th June, 1650, in re Bloemmaert et al. vs. Van 
IViDer et al., which judgment was ratilied by the States General on the same 
day. Hoi. Doc. v., 398. Alb. Reo.viii,, 72,73, ReneselaeiBwyok MSS. It has 
been maintained, by some, (hat there was no parlnerehip interest in the colonie 
of fiensselaeiswyck, and Ihat the claim of Bloemmaert, De Laet, and the other 
partneis was not allowed. But the judgment here referred to shows that such 
an assertion is contrary to the fact. The suit was decided m faror of Bloem- 
maert and his associates, and the executors of the first Patroon were condemned 
to account for the rents and profits, and to pay to each of the partners, or thwr 
heirs, their just quota. Tho partnership is, moreover, pfably admitted in the 
account of Ijje disbarsements for the first venture to RenseelaeiBwyck, anno 1630, 
wherein the sums advanced by the other co-directors are admitted and acknow- 
ledged. [See Appendix G.] Ample evidence of the fact wiU be further found 
by reference to the RensselaerBWyck MSS., and to Hoi. Doc. vi., 303, 304, 306. 
Do Vries also mentions the circumstance. Subsequently, however, Johamia 
de Laet, widow of Johannes de Hulter, and who married, secondly, Jeremias 
Ebbing, sold to the Van Rensselasrs, in the year 1674, all her nght and 
claim, as heiress of Johannes de Laet, to the colonic of Rensselaerswyck, for the 
sum of fi. 5,763 lOsL or $2,301, which debt was dischai^d by the transfer to 
her of certain bouweries and lands which were deemed an equivalent This 
lady was proprietor, among other tracts, of the Weyland, or pasture, lying be- 
tween the third and fourth kills, now called, in the map of the city of Albany, 
Rutten and Fox creeks. On the 20th of Apnl, 1G85, Gerrit Bissels and Nico- 
laus van Beeck, (nomine uioris,) both representing the children and heirs of 
Adam Bissele and Margt. Reust, entitled to one tenth part ; and aa attorneys for 
Abraham Elsoyier (husband of Catharina Bloemmaert) and Isbrand Schenk, 
Constantina Bloemmaert, (widow of Isaac Swoers, in his lifetime, Vice- Admiral 
in the service of Holland,) and Jui&ouw Anna Bloemmaert, (widow of Francois 
Romayn,) children and heirs of Samuel Bloemmaert and Catharine Reust, con- 
jointly entitled to one tenth part of the colouie of Rcnsselaerswyck, sold, in Ain- 
slerdam. to Richard and Kiliaen van Rensselaer, Patroon of said colonic, their 
respective shares, being two tenths, or one fifth of the wliolo, for gl. 3,600, pay- 
able in three equal yearly piitta. Thu.sall claims oufhe part of tho original part- 
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BOOK Another association was formed, a few days afterwards, be- 
•"^^ tween Godyn, Van Rensselaer, Bloemmaert, De Laet, Mathias 
^oT ^^"^ Cuelen, Hendrick Hamel, Jolian van Harinckhouck, and 
IS. Nicolaus Tan Sitterich, also directors of the West India Com- 
pany, and Capt. David Pieterssen de Vries, for planting a 
colonie on the South River. Equalizingall expected advantages, 
they equipped a ship and yacht for that quarter, where they 
designed raising tobacco and grain, and prosecuting the whale- 
fishery, oil bringing then a fair price in Holland.^ Prepara- 
tions were also made to expedite farmers and cattle to Rens- 
selacrswyck ; and everywhere, at home and abroad, things wore 
the aspect of prosperity, and " promised fairiie both to the state 
and undertakers."^ 

In the mean lime such had been the activity of the agents 
employed by the patroons to purchase their colonies, that the 
titles obtained from the Indians were laid, duly authenticated 
by the Director-general and council at Fort Amsterdam, before 
^^- the Assembly of the XIX, early in the fall, when the new 
patroons received the congratulations of the other directors of 
Dec. 2. the company. The fonnal enregi strati on of these patents fol- 
lowed a few days afterwards, when they were sealed " with 
Dpc. the seal of New Netherland." Fourteen days subsequently, 
' complete lists of the several patroonships were delivered lo the 
company's solicitor, and the whole transactions were unani- 
1631 "nously confirmed by the Assembly of the XIX, at the meeting 
Jan. 8. of that body in Zealand, in the beginning of the following year.^ 

iLsrB, to any portion of tho colonie, bocanio finally extm^shed ; and that oBtato 
vested altogether and exclusively in the Van Rensselaer family. 

' De Vries, Korte Hislotiael. 

' The condition of Dutch settlements on the North River, at this time, is thus 
alluded to by a cont«mporaiy English writer: — "This which Ihey have settled 
in New England upon Hudson's River, with no extraordinary chat^ or mulli- 
tuds of people, ie knowne to Bubsist in a comforlabls manner, and to promise 
fairiie both to the state and undertakers. The cause is evident : — The men 
whom they canie, though thoy be not many, are well chosen, and known to be 
useful and serviceable ; and they second them with seasonable and fit supplies, 
(Perishing them as carefully as their owne families, and employ them in protit- 
able laboia, that are knowne to be of speciall use to their comfortable subsist- 
ing." TiiePlanleiH'Plea; London, 1630. 

•Hot Doc i., 176, 180,181,184. Letter of Patroons Paauw, Bloemmaert et 
SL to Slates General, ii., 100, 101. 
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Two vessels were dispatched this year to New Netherland. chap. 

The imports amounted to 57,499 guilders, or about $23,000. 

The exports consisted of 7,126 peltries, valued at 68,012 g!., l-SSl. 
being a little more than the value of the imports. 

Meanwhile the expedition under De Vries had safely ar- 
rived at the South River. The settlers, thirty in number, 
were landed, with their implements of husbandry, on the 
western shore, about three leagues within Cape Cornelius, 
near the entrance of a fine navigable stream, called the Hoar- 
kiO. Here the party proceeded, without loss of time, to erect 
a house surrounded with palisadoes, without parapets or 
breastwork, which served as their fort, trading-house, and 
place of residence. In the spring and summer they prepared 
their fields, put in their crops, and were in a fair way of suc- 
ceeding, when De Vries left " Zwanendal" on his return to 
Holland, to report his proceedings to the interested parties 
there,' 

The object of the Patroons seemed at first, however, to be 
a participation in the Indian trade, rather than the colonization 
of the country. They assumed to be privileged, by the 15lh 
article of their charter, to traffic with the natives, not only 
along the coast and adjoining places, from Florida to New- 
foundland, but throughout the interior, on the rivers and in the 
bays " where the company had no commissaries at the time 
the charter of 1629 was granted," The prospects which 
that trade afforded led them easily to interfere with what the 
other directors considered to be the vested rights of the com- 
pany. This interference created such competition, and af- 
fected so directly tiie company's interests, that a revision of 
the Articles of Freedoms soon followed. New articles wereoot.30, 
proposed, limiting essentially the privileges already granted to 
Patroons ; " nay, the whole of ilie Exemptions were ques- 
tioned and called into doubt."* 

■ De Viirs ; Moulton, 405, 406, 407. All the authoriti*a which Moultcm quotes 
fix the year 1630 as the date of the erection of the fort at Zwanendal. De Vriea 
faye he sailed from the Texel Dec. 13, 1G30. It lemaiiiH to be determinei] 
if he could crofs the Atlantic at that early period, and build bis house, all iu 
eighteen days. Fosaibly Moulton's authorities reckoned according lo Old Style. 

' De Articulen van Exemptifn anno 1G28 geatreeleerd ; 1629 gerevidoert en 
17 
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BOOK These quarrels were soon brought before their High Mighti- 

■'^ nessea the States General, who immediately called for a re- 

' turn of the names of all those to whom colonies had been 

March granted. The mischievous effects of these disputes did not 

■ stop here. De Razier fell into disgrace with his employers, 

" by reason of their factions ;" Minuit, the Director-general, 

under whose adoiinistration those vast aUenations of the public 

domain had taken place, was recalled, and the immediate 

colonization and settlement of the country, of which there 

had been some prospect, was thus, once more, indefinitely 



Director Minuit embarked for Holland in the spring, to- 
gether with Sheriff Lampo, in the ship Union, (Eendracht,) 
carrying with him five thousand beaver skins, on account of 
the company.' 

The British companies, who had obtained charters from 
the crovra to settle plantations in Virginia and New England, 
were, all this time, not unaware of the activity with which the 
Dutch were pushing their trade along the whole North Amer- 
ican coast, from the Chesapeake to Cape Cod. Governor 
Bradford had already transmitted accounts to Sir Ferdinaado 
Gorges and the council of New England, of the conunercial 
intercourse between the inhabitants of Manhattans and the 
settlers at New Plymouth, with copies of the correspondence 
which had passed between himself and the Dutch. The more 
active members of the New England Company considered 
it, therefore, incumbent on them to adopt stringent meas- 
ures to secure their privileges, and to preserve the rights with 
which they were invested by their charters ; and tlie occa- 
sion soon offered to put their determination, in this regard, 
into execution. 



geampliceert ; door de Palroonen goamplecleert ; anno 1630 daarover gecon- 
gratuleert ; anno 1631 es suprabondanlo gcjusUfeoeert, zyn bedocklelyck 
geminoert op den 30 Octob. 1631, ale wanneer nieuwe articulen geameed 
zyn, daarby de yoorige yryhedeii en e^cemptien niet langet impeCrabile ware^, 
de patroonen belast en prociesheyt te presteren ; saaeken, dio de ervarentheyd 
leerdfl niet practieabel te weeen ; ja, alle de Eiemptien in diepule getrocken. 
Pairoons' letter (o Stales Genera), June, 1634. Hoi. Doc, ii., 102, 103. 
' ibid, i., 185, 210. 
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The company's ship in which Director Minuit and Sheriff '^"'J'' 
Lanipo were returning, " with a number of persons with their ■-™ 
wives and children," to Holland, was forced, by stress of 
weather, to put into the port of Plymouth. She was seized, March 
immediately on her arrival there, at the suit of the New Eng- 
land company, on a charge of having traded to, and obtained 
her cargo in, countries subject to his Britannic Majesty, 
Captain Mason, who had caused this step to be taken, fol- April 3, 
lowed it up by addressing a complaint to the secretary of 
state against the Dutch, who, he represented, " fell as inter- 
lopers" into the middle betwixt the plantations of Virginia and 
New England, " giving the name of the Prince of Aurange to 
the countrie and river of Manahata," which they planted, 
besides imposing " other Dutch names on other places, to 
the eastward of the said Manaiiata, as farr as Cape Cod, all 
which had been formerly discovered and traded unlo, diverse 
tymes, by several Englishmen, as may be proved." He fur- 
ther represented that, notwithstanding the alleged disclaimer 
of the Slates General and their ambassador in 1621, they had 
maintained their position, fortified themselves in two several 
places, " and built shipps there, whereof one was sent to Hol- 
land of six hundred tunnes, or thereabouts ;" — and though 
they had been warned by the people of New Plymouth to 
abstain from trading and making settlements in those parts, as 
" they were the territories of the king of England, yet they, 
nevertheless, with proude and contumacious answers, (saying 
they had commission to fight against such as should disturbe 
tlieir settlement,) did persist to plant and trade, vilefying our 
(the English) nation to the Indians, and extolling iheire owne 
people and countrie of Holknd, and have made sundry good 
retumes of commodities from thence into Holland ; especially 
this yeare they have returned, as reported, fifteen thousand 
beaver skynnes, besides other articles.'" 

Director Minuit, indignant at what he considered an ag- April 3. 
gression on the company's rights, as well as on the law of 
nations, hurried up to London, where he laid before Messrs. 

' Loud. Doe. i., 47, 48, 49. For this letter, as weil as for ono from Sir F 
Gorges to Caplain Mason on this subject, see Appendiii D- 
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BOOK Joachimi and Brasser, the Dutch ambassadors, an account of 
•'■^ the seizure of his ship. Their excellencies lost no time in 
1632. proceeding to Newmarket, where the king then held his 
April 5. court, and at an audience to which they were admitted, laid 
before his majesty a long remonstrance against the pro- 
ceedings of the authorities at Plymouth. In this representa- 
tion they exposed the fact that the Dutch had traded for a 
number of years to the river Manhattans, " now called the 
Maurice ;" that they had, moreover, enjoyed the free use of 
his majesty's harbors and ports, in coming and going ; and 
concluded by demanding the release of the Eendracht, so that 
she and her passengers and crew might be enabled to proceed 
on tlieir voyage. 

His majesty received this remonstrance with the most 
gracious attention, but gave, at the same time, the ambassa- 
dors to understand, that he was informed by the governor of 
Plymouth, that the States General had, on complaint of his 
royal father, forbidden their subjects to trade to those coun- 
tries. His majesty should, however, abstain from saying any 
thing on the matter then, but promised to inquire further into 
it. In the mean time he declined ordering the release of the 
Dutch ship, until the whole affair should be further inves- 
tigated. 
April Messrs. Joachimi and Brasser, on receipt of this reply, 
^^' wrote to the Hague, detaihng these particulars, and recom- 
mended that all documentary evidence, in support of the Dutch 
right to trade to New Netherland, be fortliwith forwarded to 
them, " as that right will undoubtedly be sharply disputed in 
England." 

The directors of the West India Company were, on their 
side, not idle. Immediately on learning the seizure of their 
ship, they addressed a memorial to the States General, setting 
forth the fact, which they attributed to the intrigues of the 
May 5, Spanish ambassador in London, and in the course of some 
days afterwards, laid before their High Mightinesses, at con- 
siderable length, a deduction of their title to the country. 
This paper, embodying, as it must be presumed, the grounds 
on which the Dutch rested, at tliia early date, their right to 
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their North American possessions, deserves a more than pass- chap. 
mg attention. 

" After the North River," they proceed, " commonly called 
the Manhattoes, -also Rio de Montaigne, and North River, 
was first discovered, in the year 1609, by subjects of their 
High Mightinesses, and visited by some of theircitizensin 1610, 
and following years, a grant was made in the year 1615, [11th 
Oct. 1614,] to some of their subjects of the trade to that coun- 
try, to the exclusion of all others. A small fort and garrison 
were also established there, which were maintained, until the 
charter granted to the West India Company included these, as 
well as other countries. 

" In the year 1606, His Britannic Majesty granted, by spe- 
cial charter, to his subjects the country south and north of the 
aforesaid river, under the name of New England and Virginia, 
with express condition that the respective companies should 
remain one hundred miles the one from the other, and leave so 
much between them both. 

"Whereupon the English began, about the year 1607, a 
plantation by the river Sagadahoc, which the settlers after- 
wards abandoned ; and no new plantation was undertaken by 
the English, north of New Netherland, before the year 1620, 
when one which they named New Plymouth was commenced 
behind Cape Cod, 

" The English, themselves, place New England along the 
coast between the forty-first and forty-fifth degrees. The 
English began, in 1606, to firequent Virginia, which lies south 
of our aforesaid New Netherland, the limits of which they fix, 
according to their charter, from the thirty-seventh to the thirty- 
ninth degree. 

" So that our limits, according to iheir own statement, 
should be from the thirty-ninth degree inclusive to the forty- 
first, between which degrees it is not known to us that they 
ever had any designs. 

" What limits your High Mightinesses have given your sub- 
jects can be seen by the Octroy granted in 1615, [1614,] 
which your H. M. will please to cause to be examined. We 
have no knowledge of what His Majesty alleges regarding the 
demand made by his father, nor of what followed." 
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BtyoK The directors therefore, urged on the States General the 
-"^*- propriety cf inatructii g tl eir ambassadors at the British court 
1632. to demand the release of the company's ships and goods; for, 
they reasoned the ndti\es of America were free; subjects 
neither of the king of Great Britain nor of their High Mighti- 
nesses and at Jiber!^ to trade with whomsoever they pleased. 
His mijeft) thev admitted, might confer, by charter, this trade 
on any association composed of his subjects, to the exclusion 
of all others his subjects ; but it was, they insisted, contrary 
to all law and reason for any power to prevent the subjects of 
others to traffic in a country of which it never took actual pos- 
session, and a title to which it never obtained from the right 
owners, either by contract or purchase, much Jess to set up a 
claim to lands, the property of wluch the subjects oi their High 
Mightinesses have obtained, partly by treaty with the proprie- 
tors of the soil, and partly by purchase. The directors con- 
cluded this able chain of reasoning, by demanding particularly 
of the States General to maintain their own sovereignty, the 
freedom of the seas, as well as the vahdity of those contracts 
which were entered into with distant nations, who, by nature, 
were independent of all, and had not been subjected to any 
power by conquest. 

Copies of this vindication of the company's rights, as well as 
of the octroy of 1614, were immediately ordered by the States 
General to be sent to England to Messrs. Joachimi and Brasser, 
who were informed, at the same time, that it was the determi' 
nation of their High Mightinesses to maintain the right of the 
West India Company to trade to New Netherland. 

The remonstrance which the Dutch ambassadors had pre- 
sented to Charles I., at Newmarket, had, in the mean time, 
been duly considered by the king's council, and Mr. Secretary 
Cook waited, some weeks after, on their excellencies with a 
yo^ long and formal reply, on the part of his majesty and the Lords 
Commissioners of England, in support of t!ie British claim to 
those countries, of which the West India Company had now 
possession in North America.^ 

' Thomas Morton, of Cliffords Inn, gent., addrflssed, this year, to tlie Riglit 
Honorable tlie Lords CommisBioners of Ihe Plantations, a pamphlet entitled 
" New English ("anaan," being " an abstract of New England," in which he 
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" The Dutch demand restitution," say their lordships, " of a *^"^^- 
certain ship, seized at Plymouth, on her return from a certain j'^™ 
plantation by them usurped, north of Virginia, which, they al- 
lege, they acquired from the natives of those countries. It is de- 
nied, first, that the savages were possessors bonte fidei, of those 
countries, so as to be able to dispose thereof either by sale or 
gift, their habitations being changeable, (mouvantes,) uncertain, 
and only in common. Secondly, it cannot be proved, de facto, 
that all the natives of said countries were parties to the said 
pretended sale. And as regards the allegation that the said 
natives have their abode around about them, the truth is, the 
English surround them on all sides, as they have already well 
discovered when they prosecuted the maintenance of their 
rights against them. But more than this : — the rights belong- 
ing to his majesty's subjects in that country are justified by 
first discovery, occupation, and possession which they have 
taken thereof, and by charters and letters patent obtained from 
our sovereigns, who, for these purposes, were the true and le- 
gitimate proprietors there where the Lords the States have not 
assumed to themselves [ne se sont attribues] such pretensions, 
and have not granted any charter to their subjects conveying 
in itself any title or power to them. Which was proved [se 
verifia] in the year 1621, when the late king, of happy memory, 
on the complaint and remonstrance of the Earl of Arundel, of 
the knights Fer. Horges, (Gorges,) and Samuel Argall, and of 
Captain Mason, directed his ambassador to urge on their Lord- 
ships, the States General, to prevent the departure of certain 
vessels which were preparing to proceed to the aforesaid 
country, and to forbid their subjects to settle in that plantation ; 
for their answer was, that they knew nothing of said enterprise, 
which indeed appeared very probable, because the said ambas- 
sador, after having informed himself more particularly of the 
matter, assured liis majesty, in those letters, that it was only 

HGCiued the Dutch of a design to Eelie on " the Great Lake of ErocoiBe," 
(Champlain,) whlcb, he edde, they CRn accomplish "by meana of the river 
Mohegan, which by the English is named Hudson's River, where the Dutch 
have settled two well-fortified plantalionH already." Pm^bly this and other 
Euch publications of that day, may account for the (one of this reply of the 
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BOOK two companies of mercSiants of Amsterdam, who, witlioul the 
■^■^ knowledge or advice of the said Lords, the States General, had 
* commenced a traffic between 40° and 50°, in the limits of his 
majesty's plantation, to the said countries of Virginia, and had 
given to those places there the names of New Netherland, 
[Nouveaux Pays-has,] Texel, Vlieland, &c., and sent ships of 
thirty and forty lasts to these regions in search of peltries ; but 
that they had not learned that they had yet commenced, or medi- 
tated to establish a plantation there ; and, moreover, that a 
goodly number of families, inhabitants of the said United Pro- 
vinces, had then been soliciting him to procure for them a spot 
in the said country where they could dwell among his majes- 
ty's subjects. That now if those who are returned from there, 
and the others who have remained behind, wish to make a 
similar petition, and to submit themselves to his majesty's gov- 
ernment, as his majesty's subjects, they may know if it shall 
please him to admit them in that quality, and thus permit them 
to proceed thither with their ships and merchandise, or to sell 
tliem here at the highest price ; provided that their Lordships 
the States shall prevent them from proceedmg thither any 
more, or frequenting in any manner those regions. To which, 
if they do not consent, his majesty's interest will not permit 
him to allow them thus to usurp and encroach on one of his 
colonies of such importance, which he has great cause to 
cherish and maintain in its integrity, 

" By these replies to the aforesaid complaints, their Lord- 
ships the States General will understand how little ground 
they have to enter on their neighbors' territory, in defiance of 
any alienation thereof by his majesty." 

This positive assertion of the British title to New Nether- 
land does not appear to have brought forth any rejoinder from 
the ambassadors of their High Mightinesses. They, how- 
May ever, continued to press for tlie release of the Union, and their 
demand was finally conceded by the lord high treasurer, 
" saving and without any prejudice to his majesty's rights," 
as the detention of the vessel, thus far, had all the effect the 
government desired, winch was to assert a title that uninter- 
rupted possession might possibly impair or destroy.' 

' Hoi. Doc. l, 187, I8B, 190, 2(1(1, 303, 205, 310. 311, 313, 313, 214, 31(T, 
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In the mean time the unfortunate misunderstanding be- chap. 
tween the directors of tlie company and the Patroons, arising — ■-»• 
out of opposite constructions of certain artrcles of the charter 
of 1629, interrupted the efforts then beginning to be made to 
settle this new country. The former were particularly jealous 
of all interference in the Indian trade, which the company 
had specially reserved to itself ; while tlie Patroons, on the 
other hand, considered that trade to be open to them, on cer- 
tain conditions. So serious now became these differences, 
that some of the principal partners drew up a series of charges May 
against the directors for having altered the exemptions, who, 
on the other hand, issued a placard strictly excluding allJune a 
" private persons" from dealing in " peltries, maize, and wam- 
pum." The Patroons persisted that tliis did not apply to 
them, as they were privileged, not private, individuals ; but 
the company determined otherwise, and in order to shut the Nov. 
Patroons and their people everywhere and at once from all 
traffic in the above commodities, sent commissaries and as- 
sistant-commissaries to the different colonies, or patroon 
ships, with instructions to post up the aforesaid placard there ; 
to prevent any person, whether Patroon or vassal, from inter- 
fering in the forbidden trade ; and to oblige the inhabitants of 
the several patroonships, by an oath, to refrain from trading 
in any way in Indian corn, sewan, or furs.' 

While these disputes were raging, intelligence reached 
Holland, unexpectedly, that the savages had utterly destroyed 
the colonic of Zwanendal, which De Yries had planted, in the 
beginning of the last year, at the mouth of the Delaware. 

It happened tliat the Dutch, in keeping with the practice 
prevalent in those days, had erected, on taking possession of 
this new plantation, a pillar on a prominent part of their ter- 
ritory, to which they affixed, in token of sovereignty, a piece 

319, 236, 937, 238, 339, 240, 246, 253. Beauohamp Planlageaet, in his eln- 
gular pamphlet entitled " A Deeciiption of tlie Proviiioe of New Albion," (p. 
18,) metitioiiB the seizure of Minuit's ship in these words: " The next pretended 
Dutch governor, in maps and printed charts calling this part New Nethei- 
land, failing in paying of customes at his return to Plymouth, iji England, wax 
there, with his bever goods and person, attached to his damage of ;C1£(I0." 
■ Hoi. Doc. iL, 103, 104, 113. 

IB 
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BOOK of tin, on which they traced the emblem, or arms of the 

-V— United Provinces. An Indian chief, in want of a tobacco 

1633. pipe, took a fancy to this glittering sheet, for the purpose of 

supplying his want, and carried it off, ignorant that there was 

any impropriety in the act. 

Gillis Hoossett, one of the company's men, whom De 
Vries had left in charge of his fort, inconsiderately viewed 
the innocent act of the untutored savage as a national insult, 
and evinced so much dissatisfaction, that the Indians, to make 
amends for this unintentional offence, killed the chief who had 
taken the piece of tin away, and returned with a token of the 
bloody deed. This naturally shocked the Dutch commander, 
who explained to the Indians that they had done wrong ; that 
they ought to have brought the chief to him, and he should 
have told him not to repeat the act, But the spirit of wild 
revenge had been roused, meanwhile, in the breasts of the 
friends and kinsmen of the murdered chief, and they de 
termincd on wreaking dire and dreadful vengeance. 

The colonic of Zwanendal consisted, at this time, of thirty 
four persons. Of these, thirty-two were one day at work in 
the fields, while commissary Hoossett remained in charge of 
the house, where another of the settlers lay sick abed. A 
large bull-dog was chained out of doors. On pretence of 
selling some furs, three savages entered the house, and mur- 
dered Hoossett' and the sick man. They found it not so easy 
to dispatch the mastiif. It was not until they had pierced him 
with at least twenty-five arrows that he was destroyed. The 
men in the fields were then set on, in an equally treacherous 
manner, under the guise of friendship, and every man of them 
slain. Thus terminated the colonic of the Valley of Swans, 
to the great loss of the projectors, as well as to the great injury 
of their characters as cautious and prudent men. 

It was after the occurrence of this melancholy and unfore- 
seen catastrophe, that De Vries reached the mouth of the 
South River, at the close of the year, " promising himself 
great things, plenty of whales, and good land for cultivation." 



' This Hoossett was an active Bgant in purchaang Ihe lands around Fort Or- 
ange tor Vail Rensselaer 
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He found his house destroyed, the palisades, by which it was chaf. 
surrounded, burned, and the heads and bones of his murdered ■'— 
men bestrewing the earth. No hum of industry cnHvened the 1"""- 
gloomy solitude. Not a human being appeared to respond to Dae. 6 
the signal gun, which De Vries ordered to be fired to give no- 
tice of his arrival. 

Having succeeded, however, on the nest day, in opening a. 
communication with the Indians, De Vries invited them to " a 
talk," as he considered it to be his best policy not to take no- 
tice of the past, finding he had no means to punish the guilty 
aggressors. The Indians came with their chief ; and sitting Dec. 9 
down in a circle, concluded a peace with the Dutch, who pre- 
sented them, in ratification of the treaty, with some duffels, 
bullets, axes, and Nuremberg trinkets. The natives parted 
with their visitors, greatly pleased that these had taken no 
notice of their treacherous behavior. 

These things being thus satisfactorily accomplished, De Vries 1633. 
proceeded up the South River with a view to obtain supplies, "^ ' 
The country was a wilderness uninhabited by any Europeans. 
Fort Nassau, which the Dutch had erected on the east bank 
of the river some ten years before, was abandoned, and now 
in possession of the Indians, who evinced a hostile disposition 
as far up as Timmerkill, or Cooper's Creek. 

Finding this unfavorable state of feeling, De Vries dropped 
down again opposite Fort Nassau, where he was visited by 
nine chiefs of the neighboring tribes, with whom he also con- 
cluded a permanent peace. The Dutch were now told to Jan- 8. 
banish all suspicion, for all evil thoughts were at an end. De 
Vries offered the Indians presents in return for their beavers, 
with which they had ratified this peace ; but these they re- 
fused. They had not given their presents to obtain any in 
return, but as tokens of their having made a firm peace.' 

The trade to New Netherland was exceedingly profitable 
during the past year. The company sent out one ship with a 
cargo valued at a little over thirty-one thousand guilders, 
($13,000.) The exports consisted of fifteen thousand, one 
hundred and seventy-four skins, the greater portion of which 
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BOOK was beaver. These were valued at one hundred and forty 

-^ three thousand, one hundred and twenty-five guilders, equal 

to $57,250 of our currency. It is not to be wondered at, 

therefore, that the company was desirous of retaining such a 

trade in tlieir own hands.' 



* De Laet. "It is well knowne to some of aiir English nation that havs 
lived in the Dutch plantation, that the Dntch have gained by beaver 30,000 
pound a years." Morton's N. Eng. Canaau, published 1632. Capt. Masou'-i 
letter, dated April 2, 1633, O, S., in Loud. Doc. L, 47. 



dbyGoogle 



NEW NETHERLAND. 



CHAPTER IV. 

WouTEJi viNTwiLLEii appointed DiiectOT-general — ArriveB in New Nelhetland 
—Hia council — OthBrofficeraofthecompanyin that conn try— First clergymail 
and first schoolmaster in New Amsterdam — An English vessel visits the 
Manhattans far the purpose af trading with the Indians on tlie Hudson's 
River — Director and council refuse permisBion to her to ascend the river — 
Sails to Fort Orange, notwithstanding— Opens a trade with the natives there- 
about — Is opposed by the commissary at that post— Indians prefer trading 
with the English factor, who had been in llie Dutch service, several years 
before, in that quarter — Three vessels arrive with troops from Fort Amster- 
dam, to prevent the English trading with these Indians— Pull down the Euglisll 
tent--Forco their people and goods on board their ship, which they convoy 
mitofthe river— Damaees infl cted on the English— Quarrel between Iwo 
English skippers at the Manhattdns — Van Twiller opposes De Vriea, who 
wishes to visit the Sound — Content oiis in consequence — De Vries' opinions of 
the functionaries at Fort Amsterdam — Notelman, schout-fiBGaal, superseded — 
Is succeeded by Van Dinclage — Van Twiller determines to build a fort on 
the Fresh River— Sketch of the quarrels between the Indians there— Tract 
of country called Conneticock purchased- Deed of sale— Fort Good Hope 
built — New Plymouth people determine to build a trading-house on the Fresh 
River — Proceedings in consequence — Van Twiller protests— This protest dis- 
regarded — Writes to the XIX — Attempts to dislodge the Euglish by force ; 
without success — Improvements in New Amsterdam — New fort— Church 
and other houses erected — Improvements at Fort Orange and Fort Nassau — 
Schuylkill purchased — Resources of the West India Company — Trade of 
New Netherland. 

The return of Director Minuit having rendered necessary chap 
the appointment of another Director-general over New Nether- -^^ 
land, WotJTER van Twiller, of Nieuwkerke, one of the 
clerks in the employ of the West India Company, and a near 
relative of the Patroon van Rensselaer, received that high and 
responsible office. This appointment occasioned, at first, con- 
siderable surprise. It seems to have been owing to the above 
connection, rather than to any particular merit of the nomi- 
nee, who arrived at Fort Amsterdam in the spring of tliis ApriL 
year, in the company's ship the Salt Mountain, (de Zoutberg,) 
of twenty guns,^ manned with fifty-two men, and having on 

' De Laet rates the Zoutberg at 140 lasts burden, carrying six metal and 
twelve iron guns. Appendix to Jaeriyck Verhael, 5, De Vrieisettlos the data 
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BOOK board, for the service of the province, one hundred and four 
•—.--' soldiers, the first military force ever detailed for New Nether- 

The council of the Director-general was composed of Cap- 
tain Jacob Jansen Hesse, Martin Gerrittsen, Andries Hudde, 
and Jacques Bentyn. ConracJ Notelman succeeded Lampo 
as schout-fiscaal, and Jan van Rcmund continued to act as 
colonial secretary. Among the other officers in the service 
of the company in New Nctherland, during this administra- 
tion, in addition to those mentioned in preceding pages, were 
Cornelis van Tienhoven, book-keeper of monthly wages ; Claes 
van Elslandt, Jacob Stoffelsen, of Ziericksee, Jacob van Curler, 
Maurits Jansen, commissaries ; Hans Jorissen Houten, who 
traded here in 1631, was governor or commissary of Fort 
Orange ; Michael Poulaz of Pavonia, and Aient Corssen of 
Fort Nassau. Claes Jacobsen van Schagen acted as over- 
seer at Fort Amsterdam, at which place the Rev. Everardus 
Bogardus officiated as minister of the gospel.' 

The new Director-general was accompanied to the Manhat- 
tans by the carvel St. Martyn, or the Hope, which was cap- 
tured from the enemy in the course of the preceding year. 
This vessel was commanded by Juriaen Blanck, and on board 
of her came Govert Lookermans an apprentice, who, imme- 
diately on his arrival, was taken, together with Jacob van 
Kouwenhoven, into the company's employ. The latter was 

of the new Direclor-geaerarB arrival, and fumislies the names of tlieachout-fiscaal 
and secretaiy under him, which are alao given iu Hot Doc. ii., 88. Van Twillar 
married hia eousin, Maria Momma, niece of the Patroon of RensselaeiBWyck 

■ Hoi. Doo. ii., B8 ; ix„ 187 ; Alb. Rec ii., 328, GG, 31, 57. The earU- 
est mention I find of Rev. E, Bogardus is in Alb. Rec. ii., where reference is 
made to a letter from him to Van Twiller, dated 17th June, 1634. It is to be 
presumed that he came out with that Direnfor-geiieral. He is the first oletgy- 
man of whom we have any mention in New Natherland. Where he came 
from, originally, I have not been able lo ascertam, but hia brother, Cornelis 
Willemsen Bogaerdl, redded at Leyden, in South Holland, in 1G47-8. Fos- 
ably he, also, might have been from that place. He married, about 1G37 or 
1638, Annetje, relict of Roeloff Jansen, of Masterlandt, the daughter of Tryn 
Jansen, midwife at New Amsterdam, and a connection, by marriage, of Govert 
tookermana, Burgeon Hans Kierelede, and Fieter Hartgers. The Rev. Mr. 
Bogardus was proprietor of a tobacco plantation on the island of Manhattans, 
which he rented, iu 1639, on shares, to Richard Brudiiel, 
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accompanied by his father to New Netherland. Adam Roe- chap. 
landsen, " schooimaater," arrived at New Amsterdam about the -'"*' 
same time.^ 1633. 

Van Twiller had scarcely been installed in his new govern- 
ment when he began to experience the troubles of office. 

Messrs. William Clobery David Morehead, and John de la 
Barre, merchants at London dispatched m the course of the 
preceding December a vessel called ihc William, commanded 
by one C apt. Trevor with pa&aengers and goods for Massa- 
chusetts Bay ; with further order*! lo let up a iishing-post at 
a place called Scituate, near New Plymouth, and then to pro- 
ceed to the Hudson's River lo trade.^ 

In conformity with the latter part of these instruc on the 
William arrived, in due season, opposite Fort A rd n Apn 
freighted with goods for the Indian trade, and having on boa d 
as factor or supercargo, Jacob Jacobs Eelkins, who 1 d been 
formerly commissary of the fort on Castle Island, in the ser- 
vice of the United New Netherland Company, which associa- 
tion, it will be recollected, traded to these parts previous to the 
incorporation of the West India Company. Immediately on 
casting anchor, Eelkins sent Wm. Deepings, " chirurgeon of 
said ship," ashore to invite the Director-general on board, but 
instead of accepting the invitation, Van Twiller ordered the 
messenger to direct the master of the ship and his factor to 
come to the fort, as he wished to inquire if they knew the Prince 
of Orange.^ Eelkins, with the surgeon and gunner of the ship, 
proceeded accordingly ashore, where they found the Director- 
general and his officers in council together, who immediately 
demanded by what authority they had come hither, and what 

' Hot Doc. v., 396, 399 ; Alb. Eec. i., 59, 107, 172. 

' Winthrop'a Journal, 48. 

' De Vtiea gLvea a diitbrent verwon of this uStkir. He Bays, " The English- 
man invited the commander to dine with him. I, with some otheis, was of the 
company. The people Boou got intoxicated, and began to quanel. The Eng' 
lishman was astonished that such irregularities could take place among the offi- 
cera of the coiupauy, and that the commander had no more control over them, 
such things not being customary among them." Eelkins' depo«tion on oath, 
which I follow, mokes no mention of Van Twiller having been on board the 
William ; the passage in De Vries refers to a subssijuent transaction, the par- 
Uculars of which will he found a few pagpa further on. 
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BOOK was their business 1 Eelkins replied, thai he had come to trade 

-^— with the natives for furs, as he had formerly done. His com- 
'mission was then called for, but this he refused to produce ; 
he said he was within the king's dominions, and a servant, then, 
of his majesty's subjects ; telling the council, at the same time, 
to look to what sort of commission they themselves had to plant 
within the dominions of the king of England. Hereupon the 
Director-general replied, that he had conferred with his coun- 
cil, and that they did not find it fitting that he (Eelkins) should 
pass up the river, as the whole of that country belonged to the 
Prince of Orange, and not to the English king. 

April After an interval of five days, the factor of the William went 
^''" again on shore to the fort, to inquire if the director-general 
would permit him, in a friendly way, to ascend the river, stating 
at the same time that, if he would not allow it, he (Eelkins) 
would proceed without his consent, if it should cost him his 
life. But Van Twiller was immoveable. Instead of consent- 
ing, he ordered the ship's crew on shore, and, in the presence 
of all, commanded the Prince of Orange's flag to be run up 
the fort, and three pieces of ordnance to be fired off in honor 
of his highness, Eelkins, not to be outdone, immediately 
ordered his gunner to go on board the William— to hoist 
the English flag, and fire a salute also of three guns in honor 
of the king of England, which was accordingly done.' Van 
Twiller now warned Eelkins to take heed that what he was 
about did not cost him his neck. Eelkins, however, no way 
daunted, returned on board with the ship's crew. The anchor 
was weighed, and the William shortly after sailed up tlie river, 
"near to a fort called Orange."^ 

April Director Van Twiller, incensed at this audacity, coflected 
all the servants of the company in the fort before his door — 
ordered a barrel of wine to be broached, and having taken a 
bumper, cried out, " Those who love the Prince of Orange and 
me, emulate me in this, and assist me in repelling the violence 
committed by that Englishman !" The cask of wine was soon 
emptied, but the people were no ways disposed at first to 
trouble the Englishman. Capt. De Vries urged on Van Twiller, 

' William Forde, (he gunner, corroborates this statement 
' Hoi. Doc. ii., 81,83,84,85. 



dbyGoogle 



NEW NETHERLAND. 14ft 

however, the necessity of vindicating the rights of the compa- chap, 
ny ; represented that the English ship had no authority except -^ 
a clearance from the custom- iiouse, vi'hich entitled them to 
trade, not to New Netherland, but to New England, and 
maintained that he, the Director, ought to send the armed ship 
the Salt Mountain after her, to force her down, and to drive her 
out of the river.' 

The William having, in the mean while, arrived in the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Orange, the factor and crew went ashore 
'' about a mile below that fort," set up a tent, and, having 
landed all their goods immediately opened an active trade with 
the natives It w as not long before ihe new of these proceed- 
ings came to the eara of Houten the commis'^ary at Fort 
Orange. He forthwith embaiked wilh a trumpeter on board 
a shallop over which waved some green bows and proceeded 
to where Eelkins w a By the way tlie trumpet vi as lounded, 

and the Dutchmen drank a bottle of strong waters of three or 
four pints, and were right merry." The Dutch set up a tent 
by the side of that of the English ; did as much as they could 
to disparage their cloth and other goods, with a view to hinder 
the latter's trade; but the Indians, having been well acquainted 
with Eelkins, wlio had " heretofore lived four yeares among 
ihem," and could speak their language, were a great deal more 
willing to trade with him than with the others, and he conse- 
quently had every prospect of advantageously disposing of 
his merchandise, having been fourteen days there, when a 
Dutch officer arrived from below, in command of three ves- 
sels — a pinnace, a carvel, and a hoy, bearing two letters, pro- 
testing against Eelkins, and ordering him to depart forthwith. 

To enforce these commands came soldiers " from both the 
Dutch forts, armed with muskets, half-pikes, swords, and other 
weapons," and after having beaten several of the Indians who 
had come to trade with Eelkins, ordered the latter to strike his 
tent. In vain he pleaded that he was on British soil, and that 
British subjects had a right to trade there ; the Dutch would 
not listen to any remonstrances. They pulled the tent about 
his ears — sent the goods on board — " and as they were carry- 

' Db Vriee. 
19 
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BOOK ing them to the ship, sounded iheir trumpet in the boat in dis- 

—A- grace of tlie Enghsh !" 

!633. The Dutch now went on board the William, weighed her 
anchors, and ordered her down to Fort Amsterdam, their three 
vessels keeping her company all the time, to prevent any in- 
tercourse with the natives. On the arrival of the vessel op- 
posite Manhattan Island, the Director-general ordered Eelkins 
to bring whatever furs he had on board to the fort, but this the 
latter refused to do. A hst of all the peltries was then de- 
manded and furnished. 

Finding the object of the voyage thus frustrated, Eelkins 
demanded from some of the residents of New Amsterdam a cer- 
tificate to prove the treatment which he had received ; but Van 
Twiller, anticipating such a demand, and cJearly foreseeing its 
object, had already ordered a proclamation to be affixed to the 
gate of the fort, forbidding any of the people to give such a 
paper, "on pain of death and loss of all their wages." And 
the William of London, the first English ship that ascended 
the Hudson, was forced to put to sea shortly after this, con- 
voyed out of the river by a Dutch yacht. Her owners esti- 
mated the damages which they experienced on this occasion at 
five thousand pounds steilmg, Had their ship remained hut a 
month longer, they expected the Maquaas from the interior 
with four thousand, and the Mohegans with three thousand 
skins ; for the annual trade in furs, on the North River, was, 
at this period, estimated at from fifteen thousand to sixteen 
thousand beavers.' 

A quarrel occurred at the Manhattans between two English 
skippers about this time. One of these, a Capt. Stone, from 
Virginia, who was proceeding to Massachusetts Bay with a 
cargo of cows and salt, touched at New Amsterdam, and met 
a New Plymouth pinnace riding at anchor before that place, 
A few evenings after. Stone invitod the Director-general on 

• Hoi. Doc. iL, 51, 55, 57, 61, 63, 63, 66, 67, 68, 76, 77, 86, 87, 88. " ThB 
names of some of the Dutch who wore princip^ in the wionga and injuries 
aforeeaW, are Walter Van Twil, governor of Amsterdam fort, John van Ea- 
niont his secretary, Martin Garrilsoii, Conrad Noteman, A. Hnddus, and Cap- 
tain Jacob Johnfion Hesse, couneiliors of sdd governor 5 and Hana JorisBen 
Honten, governor of Fort Orange." Eelkins' deposition. 
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board his vessel, where, after drinking some time together, he chap. 
acquainted Van Twiller of an old grudge he had against the — ^— 
New Plymouth captain, who, he alleged, had said something 
against the Virginians, to revenge himself for which, he now 
proposed to seize his vessel and carry her away. Elevated 
with wine, or looking on the matter as a mere innocent freak, 
Van Twiller, it is added, consented, and the New Plymouth 
vessel was accordingly taken possession of by tlie Virginian. 
But some Dutchmen afterwards interfered, and rescued the 
craft ; and, at the request of the Director-general, the master 
of the pinnace, " who was one of the council of Plymouth, 
promised, under a solemn instrument under his hand, to pass 
it by." This quarrel, however, was nigh having a disagree- 
able issue, for the moment the Virginian arrived at Boston, he 
was arrested on a charge of piracy, and obliged to give bail to 
answer the complaint.' 

The peremptory orders which the directors in Holland had 
given to exclude the patroons from all participation in the fur 
trade, which was now the principal, if not the sole, staple of 
the country, soon caused fresh excitement at Fort Amster- 
dam. Captain De Vries, who acted as leader in the establish- 
ment of the colonie of Zwanendal, was desirous to send his May 
vessel to the coast north of Hellegat, previous to his return to 
Holland. But the Director-general, cognizant of the determi- 
nation of the company, not only refused permission to De 
Vries' ship to proceed to that quarter, but ordered the vessel 
lo be uiJoaded, on suspicion that he had furs on board. Sur- 
prised at this proceeding, and ignorant, we presume, of the 
company's orders, De Vries remonstrated ; declared his vessel 
contained nothing but ballast ; pleaded his privileges as a co- 
patroon, and exhibited the exemptions granted by the XIX, 
and approved by the Slates General. But finding all these of 
no avail, he then threw himself " on his reserved righta," and 
refused obedience to the orders of the Director-general. But 
Van Twiller was determined to search the ship, and ordered the 
guns of the fort to bear on the craft, with the intention of sinking 
her if she did not submit. " Thereupon," says De Vries, who 

' Winthrop'H Journal, 50 ; Winth, N. Eng. i-, 104. 
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BOOK tells the story, " I ran to the point, where he stood with the sec- 
r'c' rctary and one or two of his council, and told them that it seemed 
■ the country was full of fools , that if they would hrc at some- 
thing, thev ought to ha\e fired at the Enghahman who was 
violating the nghts of the nvei This made them desist," and 
De Vriea sent his ve'cel toward'* the Sound, the Director-gen- 
eral ordering one of the company's yachts to keep her com- 
pany, lest she should enter into any barter wzth the Indians. 

Fresh difficulties bioke out on ihi, rulum of this craft. Van 
Twiller would not allow De l* ries logo on board before the 
company's boat had searched the vessel. To this, however, 
the latter would not consent, and the Director-general forthwith 
ordered twelve armed men to follow him, and prevent his de- 
parture ; but De Vries succeeded in getting beyond their 
reach. Sheriff Notelman and Secretary Van Remunt visited 
him on board his vessel tlic next day, when the latter seeing 
some beaver-skins on board, ordered them to be seized, as 
they had not been entered at the fort ; but the sheriff inter- 
posed, and called for wine, " he being somewhat of a bouzer, 
which," adds our authority, " was the case with nearly all of 
them." The secretary, however, persisted, and threatened to 
send an armed vessel after De Vries ; but Notelman would 
not listen to any such proceeding. He was " dry," and would 
not be kept from his wine' Notehnan's wine-bibbing propen- 
sities cost him, however, soon after this, his office. He was 
superseded in the course of this summer, and in his stead 
Lubbertus van Dinclage, " an honorable man and a doctor of 
laws," was appointed schout-fiscaal of New Netherland.^ 

Stimulated, now, by a desire to increase the company's 

' De Vries expresaes throughout this part of hia Journal, a very unfavorable 
opinion of (he officers who had charge, at this period, of the company's interoBta 
at Fort Amstordam. " lie was aEtoiiiahed that the West India Company 
should Bead such fools to the colony, who knew nothing- but how to drink thera- 
seivea drunk. They would in the EEist Indies not be fit for aasislanW. In this 
way the company would soon go to destruction." 

" "We wrote you last year, (1G3G,) on two different occasiouB, to pay to 
Luhbert van Dinclage his three years' salary as fiacaal of New Nelherland, 
with the charges thereupon." Letter of the Slates General to the Assembly 
oT the XIX., dated 3llth April, !G37. Hoi. Doc ii„ 167, 178. Dinclage is 
Btyied, (Hol.Doc. v., 917,) "een eeriyck man enda esn doctor in de rechte," 
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returns, and to secure, permanently, for his employers, the chap. 
trade of the valuable and extensive territory mtenening be --v^ 
tween the North River and New Plymouth, and which had 1633. 
hitherto proved so lucrative, Director Van Twiller took imme 
diate steps to purchase a tract situated so centrallj as to form 
a rendezvous for the eastern and northeastern Indians, at the 
same time that it would admit of a read) and direct water 
communication with head-quarters. An extensive and beauti- 
ful table-land, called the Connittekock, lymg on the west 
bank of the Fresh River, some sixty miles from its mouth, of- 
fered all these advantages, and this tract \ an TwiIler deter- 
mined to purchase. 

The Fresh Water River had, it will be recollected, been 
originally discovered by the Dutch skipper Adriaen Block, m 
the year 1614. Since that time it had been pt,riodically and, 
we may add, exclusively visited by Dutch traders, whose an- 
nual purchases in that district amounted to not kss tlian ten 
thousand beaver-skins, besides various other commodities with 
which that country abounded. 

In the course of the preceding year, the arms of the High 
and Mighty the States General had been erected by Hans 
Eencluys, one of the company's servants, it the mouth of the 
river, at a spot called Kievit's hoeck,' which he had pur- 
chased from the natives for the company ^ in order to secure, 
for the latter, free access to that valuable district, the trade 
of which the present measures were calculated more effectu- 
ally to preserve. 

The tract in question, and the whole of the riier and coun- 
try thereabout, originally belonged to the Indian chief Se- 
queen;' but disputes as to jurisdiction and title hiving an sen 
between him and the chief of the neighboring Pequod tnhe, 
who hved on the east side of the river, near the sea-coast, it 



' So called from being frffljuBnted by a bird called the Pee-weet, which tha 
Dutch named Kio-veet, from its cry. The above "Hoeok"haa anco bflBn 
Darned Saybrook by the English. 

' Vander Donck's Vertoogh van Nieuw Nederland wegens de gelegentheyd, 
&c. desselfo. Hoi Doc. iv., 110. 

' Sequin, says Trumbull, Hist. Conn. L 40, was Sagamore undet Sowheag, 
the great sachem of Matta.hesick. 
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BOOK was mutually agreed upon, by both chiefs, to dec'ide the ques- 
tion by pitched battle between their respective warriors, and 
that the victor, and his successors, should be, ever after, lords 
and right owners of the Fresh River. Three different engage- 
ments were successively fought before this vexed question 
could be settled. At length Meauliany, the Pequod chief, 
obtained the victory and the land. Sequeen, utterly prostra- 
ted, became subject to the Pequod, with whose consent and 
approbation he afterwards placed himself, with the remnant of 
his tribe, under the protection of the Dutch.^ 

Such was the state of affairs when Director Van Twiller 
dispatched Jacob Van Curler, one of his commissaries, with a 
party of men to the Fresh River, or the Connecticuck, as it was 
called by the Indians, to purchase the tract, already selected, 
for and on behalf of the privileged West India Company, and 
with orders to erect a fort thereupon. This purchase was 
eifecled on the eighth day of June,* on the terms and condi 
tions contained in the following deed :— 
^- " The aforesaid Van Curler, and the sachem named Wapy- 
quart or Tattoepan, chief of Sickenames River, and owner of 
the Fresh River of New Netherland, called, in their tongue, 
Connetticiick, have amicably agreed for the purchase and sale 
of the tract named Sicajoock, a flat extending about a (Dutch) 
mile down along the river to the next little stream, and up- 
wards beyond the kill, being a third of a (Dutch) mile broad to 
the height of land, on condition that ail tribes might freely, and. 
without any fear or danger, resort to the purchased land for 
purposes of trade ; and whatever wars might arise between 
them and others, may be waged or carried on without any of 

' Varbael Van Beveminck, 607. 

' In some English stalements the date of this purchase ie fixed at 8th Janu- 
ary, 1633. This, however, is evidently a mBtaks. Van Twilter, under whom 
the purchase wue made, was not in the country in January, 1G33. Besides, if 
he were, it would he doubtful if communication could be haJ with that eeetian 
of tho country, in mid-winter, eo easily as to Induce him to send his commiesary 
and a party of men thither, with a neceeeary supply of provisions, &«., for their 
journey, when oil this could be more readily accomplished by water in the month 
of June, "the date, however, Is ^ven in the Dutch document which I (rans- 
l&te, in the next note, which accords with the statement made in the report by 
the Rekenkamer. Appendix E. 
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them entering on our said territory. It is further expressly offap. 
conditioned by this contract, and assented to by the aforenamed >'■•■»- 
chief, that Sequeen should dwell with us, all at the request, 
and to the great joy of the sachem Altarbaenhoet, and all in- 
terested tribes. This has taken place, on tlie part of the Se- 
queen, with the knowledge of Magaritinne, chief of Sloop's 
Bay. The chief of the Sickenames is paid i'or the said land by 
Jacob Curler one piece of duffels, twenty-seven ells long ; sis 
axes, six kettles, eighteen knives, one sword-blade, one shears, 
and some toys. All which was signed by Jacob Van Curler, 
Fredrik Lul hertsen Gilht, Pietti'* Claes Jans Ruyter, Do- 
mingo Dio*! Barent Jicobz Cool and Fitter Ltuwensen.'" 

Van Curler having thus obtained in indiepulable title to 
this valuable tract of country represented by lome as being 
sixty miles m extern' proceeded withtut delay to erect a 
trading-post thereupon which he foitificd with two pieces of 
ordnance and called The Ho ise of (.lool Hope " 

By the arrival ot the bark Blt,s* iig from Massichusetts Bay 
shortly after this. Director \ an Twiller received letters from 

' Hoi. Doc, ix. 187, 188. We find at page 1S9 of Ihe same volume another 
record of the above Iranaaction, of which wo aubjoin a translation for the benefit 
of the English reader. " Anno 1633, on the gth of Jane, by Jacob Corlaer, 
commis, (clerk,) in the servica of the W. I. Compajiy, was purchased, by 
orders of the Director and Council of New Netherlands, from the Chief of 
Sickenames, with free will.and consent of the inhabitants there, all that flat 
land, about a (Dutch) mile long ^rosa through the wood on the river, and about 
one third part of a mile broad, and a mnalfet-shot over the kill where the s^d 
Corlaer, by onlere aforesaid, has commenced building the trading-honae called 
the Hope, aituato on the Fresh River of tlie New Netherlandfl. With eiprese 
condition, on the part of the purchaser and the seller, that all tribes of Indians 
shall be permitted to come ireely thither, (o trade with us ; and that the enemies 
of one or the other nation shall not molest each other on the purchased tract ; 
which conditions were agreed upon and concluded to the great satisfaction of the 
savages, especially of the Sequeen, all which occurred in the presence of all the 
company'a aervanla then there." Stuyvesant, writing in Aug. 1664, aays: — 
" Of the eight [7] witueases who were present at the purchase and transfer, [of 
the above lands,] five are yet alive, who can and are willing to attest on oath, 
that the purchase was made and possession taken of the land t>efbro any Eng- 
lishman had ever been on the Fresh Water River ; that these were purchased 
of the naljves, who then possessed these lands, who lived on tho river, and declared 
themselves (he riglitful owners of these lands." Alb. Rec. iviiL, 969. 
' Report and advice, Appendix E. 
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BOOK the English governor at Boston, by which he leafiied, f( r the 
-™ first time, that the king of Great Britain had granted the whole 
' of llie country, from the Narragansetts nearly to the Manhat- 
tans, to sundry of his majesty's subjects, thus ousting the 
Dutch summarily from all llieir territory in that quarter.* By 
these letters Director Van Twiller was also warned not to 
make any establishment within the limits of this pretended 
grant, This intelligence could not fail to excite a good deal 
of surprise at Fort Amsterdam. After having hospitably en- 
tertained those helongmg to the vessel, and given them beaver 
for such commodities as they had to dispose of, he addressed 
Governor Winthroji a fnendly letter expressive of his surprise 
at the purport of his communication, and informing him of the 
steps he had already taken on the Fresh River. It was in 
these words ; 

Oot. 4. "Sir — What you allege concerning the use of the river 
which you instance the king of England hath granted to hia 
subjects, and therefore it seems strange unto you that we have 
taken possession thereof. It seems very strange unto me, 
who, for mine own part, could wish that his Majesty of Eng- 
land and the Lords States General would agree concerning 
the limits and parting of their quarters, that as good neighbors 
we might live in these heathenish countries. And, therefore, 
I desire you to defer your pretence or claim to said river, so 
long until the king of England and our superior magistrates 
or governors be agreed concerning the same. I have, in the 
name of the Lords States Genera! and the Privileged West In- 
dia Company, taken possession of the forementioned river, and 
in testimony theteof, have set up a house on the north side of 
said river, with the intent to plant, &c. It is not the intent of 
the States to take the land from the poor natives, as the king 
of Spain hath done by the pope's donation, but rather to take 

' In the year 1631, the Earl of Arandel, praaidont of the Flyraoulh Compa- 
ny, granted to Robert, Earl of Wanvick, the counlfy from the Narragansetts 
Along the coast forty leagues, and from the Western Ooesn to the South Sea. 
This grant was conveyed the following year, (1S33,) under a vague and imper- 
fect description, lo Lord Say and Seal, and his associates. Haz. 1., 305, 318 ; 
H. A. Berievf tiii., 79. 
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it from the said natives at some reasonable and convenient chap. 
price, which, God be praised, we have done hitherto. In tliis -7^ 
part of the world are divers heathen lands that are empty of 
inhabitants, so tliat for a little part or portion thereof, there 
needs not [be] any question. I shoidd be very sorry that we 
should be occasion that the King's Majesty of England and 
the Lords the States Genera! should fall into any contention. 
"Wberewith ending, I commit you, with your whole family, 
unto the protection of Almighty God, being and resting your 
true friend, 

"WoUTER VAN TwiLLER. 
" Written in Fort Amsterdam, in New 

Netherland, 4th Oct. 1633, N. S.'" 

In the mean while, however, Governor Winslow and Mr. 
Bradford of New Plymouth, having been invited by some In- 
dians to make a settlement on the Connecticut, had proceeded 
to Boston, and proposed to Governor Winthrop and his coun- 
cil to join in the scheme of erecting a trading-house on the 
above-named river, so as to prevent the Dutch getting posses- 
sion of that fine country. This proposal, however, was de- 
clined by the Massachusetts authorities.^ Wliereupon the 
Plymouth people, stimulated by the prospect of gain, and 
regardless as well of the rights of others, as of the sage coun- 
sels of their Massachusetts neighbors, proceeded to take 
possession of a country to which they had not a shadow of 
title. 

Having prepared the frame of a house, they put it on board 
a bark which proceeded, coastwise, to the river Connecticut, 
under the command of one Lieutenant Holmes, who was ac- 
companied by some sachems belonging to that section of the 
country. Having arrived at the mouth of the river. Holmes 
ascended the stream with his vessel towards a spot since called 
Windsor, the site of the proposed English settlement. 

When this expedition had reached the point where the Sopt. 
Dutch had raised their fort, those on board the bark were 

' l^nd. Doc. i., 53, 54 ; Winlhrop's Journal, 54, 55 ; Winth. N. Eng. L, 112, 
113 ; Hubbard's New Eog. 171, 172 ; Trumbuira Conn, i., 34. 
• Winthrop's Journal, 51 ; TrambuH'H Coiui. I, 33, 34. 
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BOOK hailed, and questioned regarding their destination and inten' 
■^^ tions. Having replied that their object was to trade, they 
■ were ordered to stop and strike their flag, and threatened with 
an attack in case of disobedience. This threat was, however, 
disregarded. The Plymouth people answered that their gov- 
ernor had ordered them to proceed, and that they " would go 
on." They were, therefore, suffered to pass, and having as- 
cended about a mile and a half higher up, disembarked, 
erected their house, which they fortified, landed their provis- 
ions, and sent their bark home.' 

Intelligence of this intrusion having been transmitted to the 
Manhattans, caused no little excitement there. Van Twiller 
immediately ordered the Dutch commissary to serVe on the 
English officer the following protest : 
Oct. " The Director and council of New Netherland hereby give 
notice to William Holmes, lieutenant and trader, acting on be- 
half of the English governor of Plymouth, at present in the 
service of that nation, that he depart forthwith, with all his 
people and houses, from the lands lying on the Fresh River, 
continually traded upon by our nation, and at present occupied 
by a fort, which lands have been purchased from the Indians 
and paid for. And in case of refusal, we hereby protest 
against all loss and interest which the Privileged West India 
Company may sustain. 

" Given at Fort Amsterdam, in New Netherland, this xxvth 
Octob. 1633." 

Van Curler served, according to orders, this protest on 
Holmes, in the presence of Fredrik Lubbertsen and Carel 
Franssen, and demanded, at the same time, a written answer 
thereto ; but the English lieutenant refused to give any such 
reply. He was there, he said, by command of the governor 
and council of New Plymouth, and there he was determined 



' Trumbull's Cqnn. [., 30, 35. " About tbat time, namely, on the i6th 
September, (1633,) tbe English came first from New Plymouth and Maeea- 
chuselts Bay, before the said fort, (Hope,) and declared their intention to settle 
three milea above the same, which the commissary residing there opposed as 
long as lie was able ; but was obliged, according to instmctioDB, U> allow them 
lo proceed under protcsl." Report, Appendix E. 
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to remain, in the name of the king of England, whose servant otap. 
he was.i j^_ 

The Director-general sent an account of these encroach- 
ments to the Assembly of the XIX., and dispatched an armed 
force of seventy men to dislodge the English, but as these 
stood upon their defence, the Dutch soldiers withdrew without 
oifering any violence.' 

In the mean while, the authorities at Fort Amsterdam were 
actively engaged planning various forts and buildings, suitable 
to the growing trade and wants of the country. Orders were 
issued for the thorough reconstruction of the principal fort at 
New Amsterdam, to which place was now attached the priv- 
ilege of " staple right," whereby all masters of vessels trading 
along the coast were obliged to unload at this port, or pay, in 
lieu, certain fixed duties.^ It was determined to build a guard- 
house and a small barrack for the soldiers within that fort, and 
near it, on the East River, a church for general worship,' with 
a dwelhng and stable adjommg, for the u'^e of the Rev. Mr. 
Bogardus ; a residence lor the Honorable Mr. Gerritsen ; a 
new bake-house ; and a sm-iU dwelling " for the midwife." 
An appropriate mansion was ordured to be raised, " on the 



■ Hoi. Doc. ix., 189, 190. 

' Winlhrop'B Journal, 78 ; Winthmp's N. Eng. i., 153. 

' En vertu du droit d'^taple toutes les marchandleeB qui deecendaient lea 
riviferes, et passaient devant la ville, devaient Sire espos^eB en vente, et payer 
lea droits des douanss itabli aoit par le Comte aoit par la Commune. Lea vais- 
BEaui qui remonlaieiit la riviere Staient aasujettis il des pareilloB obligalionft 
Ce privilege occasionnaieut neceBsairemenl une foule de r^clamatioaa et de 
guenea civiles. Institutiona judiciaires iii., 55. 

' The ate of this ancient church, (the first ever erected in New Netherland,) 
IB determined by an entry in Alb. Rec. i., 355, anno 1656, aa follows ; " The 
houBe, lot, and appurlenanceB called * the old church,^ Blanding and Bjtuate on 
the East River, next to the alley which laya betwixt (he house of Attorney- 
general Van Tienhoven and this houao, and opposite the house of Mr. Hendrick 
Kip, are ordered to be sold to the highest bidder." Hendnck Kip lived, in 1G65, 
in Bridge-strooL Paulding's New Amsterdam. Speaking of thiB church, 
Judge Benson saye, (Hist. Mem. 34,) " Tho Bite of the tirst oharoh is perhaps 
not (0 be now further ascertained than as a piece of ground once called the 
Oude Kerok, (old church,) and aflerwards the house of Allard Anthony, lying 
between Customhoose-Blreet (the portion of Fearl-street between Whitehall 
and Broad slreels) and Bridge-street, and fronting on Broad-slreet" 
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BOOK plantation," for the Director-general ; on farm No. I,' a bam, 
ifi^ "^"^"'"S' brewery, and boat-house, "to be covered with 
' tiles ;" a goats' stable " behind the five houses," besides 
dwellings for the smith, the cooper, and the corporal ; and 
several mills, one of which was to be adapted for grinding 
com. " An elegant large house with balustrades, and eight 
small dwellings for the people," were directed to be raised at 
Fort Orange ; two houses at Pavonia ; and one large house 
in Fort Nassau on the South River.'' 

The trade on the last-named river had by this time become 
so valuable, that the authorities at the Manhattans determined, 
now, to take proper measures for its extension. Arenl Cors- 
sen, commissary at Fort Nassau, was accordingly ordered to 
purchase, from the natives, a tract of land on the Schuylkill, 
one of the tributaries to the South River, which had been dis- 
covered in 1616. In conformity to these instructions Matte- 
hooren, Alibakkinno, Sinquees, and a number of other chiefs, 
to whom the land belonged, were called together, and, being 
promised sundry cargoes of goods, sold to the Dutch, in the 
presence of Augustin Heermans, Govert Loockermans, Skip- 
per Juriaen Blanke, Cornehs Janssen Coele, and Sander 
Leendertsen, servants of the company, the district then called 
Armenveruis and. the adjoining country, situate on and around 
the Schuylkill, where a trading-post was subsequently erected 
and called Fort " Beversreede," on account of the valuable 
trade in beavers which was carried on, in and about that quar- 
ter, with the Minqua Indians.^ 

Such was the impetus given to the affairs of the country 



' Farm No, 1, aaya Moulton, raa directly north of the company's gardsn out- 
side the fort, from wbat is at preBent Wali^treet, lo HudBOn-atteet, along 
Broadway in the city of New York ; and went, in the time of the Engliah, 
aaccesMyely by the name of Duke's farm, King's farm, Queen's farm. 

' Alb. Eee. i., 85, 8G. " Their lordships sent a eonsidarablo number of fami- 
lies thither ia the bogiunuig, and erected, at coiiaideiable espenaa, three saw- 
mlllB, which never produced any profit of consequence." Ho!. Doc iii., 97. 

■ Deductie, ofte aaeehto ende claer verhael, over de golagenlheyt van do 
Zuyt Riviere, gelegen in Niauw Nederlandt &c overgellrert aen de Hoog Moo- 
gende Heeren Staten General der Verinichde Nederlanden. Hoi. Doc. viiL, 33, 
33, 35, 55, 56, The parcbaae of this tract by Corssea is alao mentioned by 
commiasary Hudde, ill his report to Direcior Stuyvesant. Alb, Rec, xvii 
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by the arrival of Director Van Twiller. Forts, mansions, ci 
and dwelling-houses went up in all directions, for he had a - 
large idea of the West India Company's resources. Appear- 
ances possibly justified his impressions. That powerful as- 
sociation maintained, at this period, a force which gave it the 
character rather of an independent sovereignty, than of a 
chartered mercantile society. It owned one hundred and 
twenty vessels, ranging from three hundred to eight hundred 
tons burden, all fully armed and equipped ; and employed be- 
tween eight and nine tliousand men. More than one hundred 
thousand guilders value in peltries were exported during the 
last year, and nearly the same quantity this year, from New 
Netherland.' It is not surprising, then, that Van Twiller's 
plans were on an extensive scale. The chief essential to the 
prosperity of the colony still lacked, nevertheless. Scarcely 
one solitary agricultural settler had been, as yet, sent over by 
the company, to fell the forest or reclaim the wilderness. 

The Indians manifested considerable ill-feeling towards the 
Dutch this year. Immediately after t!ie departure of Eelkins, 
some of the latter, on the upper part of the river, were killed, 
and their cattle destroyed. The Raritans, also, attacked 
several of the company's servants, and committed other ex- 
cesses ; and open war broke out between those at Fort Good 
Hope and the Pcquods. What the origin of the misunder- 
standing with the Raritans was, we have no means of de- 
termining. As respects the last, it seems that some Indians 
who came to trade to Fort Hope having been killed by the 
Pequods, the Dutch, in revenge, slew the old Fequod chief 
and several of his tribe, which so incensed the latter, that 
a war with the Dutch was the result. This, however, was 
not the only evil consequence of this bad state of things. 
It drove the Fequods, in an evil hour both for themselves and 
the Dutch, to invite the English of Massachusetts Bay to 
make a plantation on the Connecticut.^ 

■ Hot Doc. iii., 97. Aitzema, i. De Laet, Kort Verhael 
' Winthrop'a N, Eng. i., 143. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Continued miEunderalanding between the Direclore and the Fatroons — PretPji- 
Kons of the respective parties— Referred to the States General — Cnmmittee 
appointed to investigate the Bame— Articles Eubmitted by the Fatroons con- 
taining their demands — Repiications of the company — Rejoinder on the part 
of Fatroons — Owneis o'' tlie William apply to Dutch ambassadors at London 
for damages — Threaten to apply to the king in fioimcil— Application com- 
munieatcd to States General— Referred to the Assembly of the XIX— Me- 
morial of the latter in reply — Requent tliat the matter be referred to the 
Dutch and EngUah ambassodorG — States General decline t« interfere — Quar- 
rel between Van Twiller and Minister Bogardus — Peace ma4e with the 
Raritana — Imports and Exports — Supermtendent over pavonia arrives in 
New Netlierland. 

BOOK While the occurrences narrated in the preceding chapter 
•"■^ were passing in New Netherland, the differences between 
1633. ([jg several directors of the West India Company and the 
24. patroons in Holland continued to such a degree, as to impede 
materially the advancement of the country.' Both parties 
were in a complete state of antagonism as to tlie interpretation 
to be attached to the privileges conferred by the charter of 
1629. The company claimed the monopoly of the fur-trade, 
and would confine the Patroons strictly to the development, by 
themselves and people, of the agricultural resources of their 
colonies ; while the latter, who had already expended, as they 
alleged, a ton of gold on tlieir throe colonies, the yearly ex- 
penses of which amounted to forty-five thousand guilders,* 

' Do Vries refers to these misunderstandings in the following entry in his 
journal; "July 24. Arrived at Amsterdam, where I found my associates at 
Tarianoo with one another, and with other directoia of W. I. Company, heeanse 
I had traded two or four baaver-skins ; certainly a circutnstanee not worth the 
while to talk of, it being granted by the 15th Art. that a Patroon shall have the 
privilege to do so, when the company has an officer or commissioner. So that 
our colonie making was now suspended. The directots have done nothing but 
fight with their own shadows." 

' Haerselven verder geinvoiveerl hebben met aenteykenen van veracheyden 
Patroonaalsehappen, waervan de oncoaten, lot heden aengeweent en gecon- 
■nmeert, nog voire een tonne gouts inconlajit paaseren ; en daerenboven jaer- 
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ences, the directors of the chamber at Amsterdam appomted 
a committee of five persons to negotiate ^\lth the patroons. Dee. 
and in case no agreement could be had, empowered these 
deputies to refer the whole matter to a committee of the States 
General, or to the high court of Holland No better under- 1634, 
standing followed this reference. The questions at issue 
were, therefore, referred to their High Mightinesses, who March 
deputed six of their body to investigate the grounds of the dis- jj ' 
pute, and decide thereupon by a majority of votes.' 13- 

On the 16th June, 1634, Michel Paatiw, Samuel Bloem- 
MAERT, KiLLiAEN VAN Rensselaer, and Hendrik Hamel, 
Patroons of New Netherland, appeared before this commit- 
tee, and handed in a paper containing, in a series of articles, 
their several pretensions. A knowledge of the contents of 
this paper being necessary to a thorough understanding of the 
views wliich the Patroons entertained at thts time, as well of 
their privileges under the charter a« of their claims agamst 
the directors of the company, we insert them here witliout any 
apology. 

tyck tot onderhout vandiie hasr patrouaalHchappen, tei minalen met 45 diiyzend 
guilden belast blyren. Lettei of the Fatroone, June, 1634. Hoi. Doc. iL, 99, 
100. A too of gold is eqna! to 100,000 guUdecs, n $40,000 

' Alb.Ree.iiii., 49,43; Hoi. Doc. ii., 39, 40, 91, 94, 130. The Lords Am- 
hem, Herberts, De Knuyt, Weede, Lecklama, and Haersotte, were first ap- 
pointed, but owing to the absence of some o( theee, others were named to fill 
vacancitfl which subsequently occurred. The reeolution of the dhectors admit- 
ting the validity of the charter of 1629, is among the Rensaolaerawyck MPS 
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11- "Pretensions amd demands of the patroons of new 
ll>34. metherland, qelivered to the louds commissioners op 

?g® THEIR HIGH MIGHTINESSES, ON THE I6th JUKE, 1634, AGAINST 

THE LORDS DIRECTORS OF THE PRIVILEGED WEST INDIA COM- 
PANY.^ 

" Article I. That the Freedoms and Exemptions, granted 
to the Patroons and their people within the limits of New 
Netherland and the dependencies thereof, must be maintained 
and observed by the Privileged West India Company justly 
and according to their tenor and contents ; and be holden as 
a mutual contract, binding on botij sides, whereby the in 
vited Patroons sent their people and goods thither ; in conse 
quence whereof the Patroons claim to enjoy inviolate the 
privileges contained therein. 

" II, That the company having, up to the I9th December, 
1633, repeatedly called in question the conceded Freedoms, 
are bound to make good the manifest damages caused thereby 
to the Patroons. 

" III. That in the Exemptions and Freedoms mention was 
made of the property of those lands only of which the com- 
pany could dispose by virtue of their charter ; and such ex- 
tension is considered as referring only to fertile and unin- 
habited lands, or lands inhabited by individual Indians, having 
no chief, whom the Patroons were bound to satisfy for their 
ground : In addition to these, within the limits and extensions 
of the Patroonahips which have been purchased, there exist 
Lordships having their own rights and jurisdictions, which the 
chiefs of said nations have ceded to the Patroons together 
with the proprietorship of the soil, as can be seen by the 
deeds of concession and conveyance. The Patroons main- 
tain that such prerogatives and advantages, in that country, 
are absolutely theirs ; and that the company hath no more 
power over the Patroons, as purchasers of such lands, than it 
had over tlie Lords Sachems the sellers, inasmuch as the in- 
tention of their High Mightinesses by the Octroy notoriously 

* " Sualenne en eiBch van de Fatronen van Nieuw Nederlandt ongeleveert aen 
Heeren GecommiUerencle van liaer H. M. den 16 Junii, 1634, contra de Heerea 
Bewinltoebberen van ie Geoctroyeerde W, I, Co," tlol. Doc. iL, 105—114. 
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was, iioi to abridge any person in what is his, and conse- cn.w 
qitcnlly cannot be burdened with the venia testandi, justice -rc^ 
and police, which are repugnant to the right already acquired 
by the Patroons. 

" IV, That under the term goods, mentioned in Articles 
X., XIII., XVI., must be understood such merchandise without 
which the permitted trade along the coast of Florida and 
Newfoundland cannot be carried on, nor the soil of the Pa- 
troonships paid for, — Item, shoes and stockings, and other 
necessaries of the people, which the natives of those coun- 
tries do not use, belong to implements of husbandry, ali ne- 
cessary to the country people of the Patroons, every descrip- 
tion of which the company promised to convey for nothing. 

" V. That the company, having no ships, nor berths in their 
ships, for the use of the Patroons, cannot, conformably to the 
Xlth Art., refuse, or any longer withhold their written consent 
from the Patroons, officially demanding the same, whereby the 
latter would lose the season and voyage, from which the ruin 
of the colonies, or at least great loss, would accrue. 

" VI. That all places in New Netherland, the island of 
Manhattan excepted, are, by the XII. Art., free for the planta- 
tion of colonies, 

" VII, That the Patroons may sail from the coast of Florida 
to Newfoundland, paying 5 per cent, recognition ; therefore, 
the Patroons cannot be prevented sending ships or yachts, with 
all sorts of goods to New Netherland, without which the 
aforesaid coasts cannot be frequented, nor prizes taken from 
the enemy— Art. XIII., XIV., XVI., XXIII. 

"VIII. Inasmuch as the company (Art, XV.) first absolutely, 
and afterwards by restriction, reserved the fur-trade every- 
where on the coast of New Netherland, and the places c.t- 
cumjacent thereto, the Patroons say, that the inland trade, 
together with the territories of the Patroonships, is not included 
therein ; and therefore that the Patroons are not obliged to 
pay, within their limits, one guilder for every merchantable 
skin. Item— That the Patroons may trade for all sorts of furs, 
without tlieir colonies, and evcrvwhcrc about the coasts of 
New Netherland, and the places circumjacent thereto, where 
the company had, at the time of granting of the Freedoms, no 

Si 
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s for procuring goods, on payment of one guilder 

- for each merchantable beaver or other skin. Item — Seawan 

' being, in a manner, the only money of the country, wherewith 

the produce of the interior is purchased, must be considered 

as permitted goods, being ihe representative thereof, 

" IX. That the company, pursuant to the tenor of Arts. X. 
and XVI,, is obliged here, and by its servants in New Nether- 
lands, seasonably to inform the Patroons and their commissa- 
ries, on demand, what places remain in its ships, in order that 
they may regulate their people, in regard to their numbers, 
goods, cattle, and implements ; and having accommodation in 
its ships, not to refuse the Patroons the authorized loading 
therein, nor charge more than the allowed freight. 

" X, That the appeal reserved to the Director and council 
in New Netherlands in civil actions of fifty guilders and up- 
wards, should not prejudice, in the least, the higher jurisdii: 
lion, and other privileges of the Patroons. 

" XI. Inasmuch as the company (Art. XXV.) hath promised 
to take the colonists of New Netherlands into its safe-keeping; 
to aid and defend them as well as possible against all inland 
and foreign wars and forces, with whatever power it may then 
have ; the company, or its servants, having failed to do this, are 
bound to make good the injuries which befell the Patroons, 
their people, cattle, and goods there, and which they still con- 
tinue to Euifer. 

" XII. That the Freedoms and Exemptions are permanent 
foi all the partners, without tlie company having the power to 
infringe or restrict these to the prejudice of the Patroons. 

"XIII. That tlie expenses incurred by the Patroons by 
travelling, consultations, vacations, or otherwise, for the neces- 
sary maintenance and justification of the Freedoms and Exemp- 
tions, in the service of the company and for the advantage of 
all the principal partners, ought to be defrayed by the privi- 
leged West India Company. 

" XIV. That the company hath not the power to affix pla- 
cards in the Patroons' colonies, without their knowledge and 
against their will, excluding all from the fur-trade ; nor to intro- 
duce commissaries there to pursue that commerce, nor to 
ohlige the inhabitants belonging to the Patroons, by an oath 
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formed for that purpose, to abstain from trading in any way c; 
ill furs, seawan, or maize. 

" XV. That the officers and magistrates of the Patroons 
in New Netherland may oppose tliemselves thereto ; and 
whenever tlie company enters, notwitiistanding, by force of 
anns the just sanctuary of the Patroons, and affixes such pro- 
clamations, they may demolish such posted placards as being 
repugnant to their Freedoms ; for whenever the high officers 
of the Patroons were arrested — protesting against tlie wrong — 
'twas perceived, that their Patroons were deprived of the con- 
ceded Freedoms. Such proceedings should be declared null 
and void — tlic company should be charged to abstain from 
such for the future, and to make good the damages caused 
tliereby. 

" XVI, Finally, in case the company sought by direct or in- 
direct means to induce the Patroons to abandon their colonies, 
the former should be declared holden to indemnify for all pres- 
ent, future, and past expenses and interests in the above men- 
tioned matter." 

These demands, seriously infringing on what the company 
considered its sovereign rights, and, what perhaps was of more 
grave concern, deeply affecting its exclusive privileges in mat- 
ters of trade and revenue, were met by the directors requir- J 
iiig the patroons to hand in separate statements, as they had 
heretofore been in the habit of doing, of their respective claims, 
as their pretensions varied and had different foundations, and 
could not be understood from a united representation. The 
directors added, at the same time, that if the Patroons declared 
that they had no claim against the company, nor intended to 
institute any action against them, but merely wished to have 
the decision of the S.ates General on the several points of the 
charter affecting the Patroons, the company would remain neu- 
tral, so as to permit those points to be examined and decided. 
To this the Patroons replied at some length, charging the di- 
rectors again with not liaving allowed the charter of 16S9 to 
have had its full effect, in consequence of which they had suf- 
fered serious injury and damage, for which they looked for in- 
demnity. A preliminary question, however, arose, and which 
they now submitted ; — that was, whether llie privileges which 
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BOOK they claimed under the above charter were vahd or not. On 

-'~'-" the result of this depended whether they should continue or 
' abandon the further planting of colonies ; when that was set 
tied, tliey promised to produce a statement of their respective 
losses, and to give what further information may be required.^ 
Upon so small a thread, at this remote period, hung the colo- 
nization of New Netherland ! 

While this discussion was going on, the news reached the 
English capital of the interruption which the William had met in 
the Hudson's River from Director Van Twiller, and the Dutch 
there. The proprietors of the vessel, urged on, no doubt, by 
the New England Company, between whom and the Virginia 
Society the Spanish ambassador was busily intriguing,^ imme- 
diately waited on Messrs, Joachimi and Brasser, the ambassa- 
dors from the Hague at the Court of St. James, with a state- 
ment of the affair, and a demand for damages, failing the pay- 
ment of which, they threatened to apply for redress to the king 

May in council. The Dutch ambassadors lost no time in commu 
^'" nicating all the particulars to their High Mightinesses, who 

Juna immediately referred them to a committee for investigation. 
■ On a subsequent recommendation of this committee, the whole 

June of the papers were referred to the deputies of the West India 
Company, for an explanation of this misunderstanding, who 
addressed to the States General the following memorial : — 

Oct.25. "High and Mighty Lords ! The Deputies from the As- 
sembly of the XIX. are directed to represent and complain to 
your High Mightinesses that one Jacob Jacobz. Eelkins, hav- 
ing repaired last year unto the service of Mr. William Klobery 

' Hoi. Doc. «., Ii5-H7 ; 119-133 

'Joachimi writes aa follows, at tills date, louching this intrigue: "Disputes 
have arisen here some mouthB Blnce hetween thoao who have the king's charter 
fi)r Vh^nia, and those who eail to and plant Now England. A noble lord, who 
would be sorry that any misunderstanding should eiiat between the English 
and Netherlands nations, has told me that the above disputes were not a^taled 
because the above parties were suffering loss the one from the other ; but in or- 
der that mea might have occasion to quarrel with the Dutch ahout the posses- 
sion of New Netlierland. The above mentioned lord was of opinion that the 
above disputes were fomented by the Spaniards" — literally, " were forged in 
the Spanish forge," (gesmeed syn in der Spagniaerdon smeBse.) Ho!. Doc ii., 
51. 52, 53. 



dbyGoogle 



NEW NETHERLAND. 

and Company, arrived with the ship Wilham, commanded by o 
Skipper WiUiam Trevor, in the month of April, 163.'), at the •■ 
North River in New Netherland, at the Manhattes, to trade 
his goods thereabout and up tlie river, for peltries, on the in- 
vented pretext that the said river, and surrounding country, 
were in, and a part of, the domain of his majesty the king of 
Great Britain, without, however, having, as far as we know, 
or being willing, as we are informed, to exhibit the instruc- 
tions, or commission of Jiis majesty, which he might have for 
that purpose. 

" It is, notwithstanding, sufficiently known to all the world, 
and best of all by this Jacob Eelkins himself, as he was, be- 
fore the year 1614, in the service of those who, then, had a 
charter from your High Mightinesses to trade exclusively to 
this river and neighborhood, that the said river and adjoining 
country were discovered, at the cost of the Privileged East 
India Company, in the year 1609, before any Christians had 
been there, as was testified by Hudson, who was tlien em- 
ployed by the said company, to find a northwest passage to 
Chma. , that your High Mightinesses afterwards granted a 
charter to diiers merchants to trade exclusively for peltries 
there, where, undur the supreme command of your High 
Mightinesses also, btfore the year 1614, one or more small 
forta were erected and garnsoned with people for the protec- 
tion of said trade ; that, further, after the Privileged West 
India Company began to rule this country, not only the afore- 
mentioned little forts were rebuilt and enlarged, but the said 
company purchased from the Indians, the indubitable owners 
thereof, the Island of the Manhattes, lying right before the 
mouth of the said river, and there laid the foundations of a 
city. 

" Divers colonies have been planted also, with the know- 
ledge of this company, not only on the said river, but like- 
wise on the South River, and others lying eastward of the 
abovementioned North River, by several natives and inhab- 
itants of this country, who, for tliat purpose, purchased the 
lands and grounds with U»e respective limits and jurisdictions 
of the Indian chiefs, as the same is to be seen by divers con- 
veyances and concessions made to llie Patroons of the colo- 



dbyGoogle 



16fl HISTORY OF 

BOOK nies by the Sachems (Sagmoen) and chief lords of the In- 
— ^*- dians, and those who had any interest therein. So that the 
' said company halh commanded, possessed, and cuhivated 
this country from the beginning of their charter, and carried 
on trade there, without any peraon having, with reason, ques- 
tioned them tliereupon, or sought to destroy their trade by 
force, except only some prohibited traders, and especially 
Jacob Eelkins, who lately attempted nothing less than to per- 
suade, by false representations, his Britannic Majesty, that 
this country of New Netherland was a part of his domain on 
the continent of North America. 

" And although our governor and officers there endeavored, 
in a friendly manner, to dissuade the abovcmentioned Jacob 
Eelkins to refrain from trading within their limits, he, notwith- 
standing, proceeded up the river, and having pitched his tent 
ashore, commenced to truck with the Indians in alliance with 
the company. So that our officers were necessitated, after 
divers negotiations and protests, as may fiirther be seen by 
the written and aulheniic acts thereof, to weigh the said 
Eelkins' anchor, and to cause him to return from the afore- 
said river. The company, by all these occurrences, hatli 
suffered special loss, and their trade thereby hath been par- 
ticularly damaged, and the injurious seed of discord hatli been 
sown between the Indians and our people, who have there- 
tofore lived with each other in good friendship ; and other 
serious mischiefs have followed by the killing of men and 
cattle, whereof we expect further information by the next ship, 
which must now arrive soon ; so that we have cause to com- 
plain, and to set forth great damages and losses against the 
masters of this Jacob Eelkins, for which ihey, on the con- 
trary, complain against us, and make very heavy claims." 

The memorial concluded by suggesting, in order to get rid 
of present difficulties, and to prevent their recurrence, to refer 
the whole matter to Sir William Boswell, the British ambas- 
sador at the Hague, on the one side, and Mr. Joachimi on the 
other, for the purpose of settlement, and further recommended 
that some measures should be taken by iheir High Mighti- 
nesses to establish the boundary line between the English and 
tlie Dutch in North America. 
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The States General declined to interfere in the matter, but citai'. 
advised the company to confer, themselves, on the subject with j^^ 
the English ambassador, and thus the aifair remained in abey- 
ance for the present.' 

The even course of events in New Netherland was now dis- 
turbed by an open, and what appears to be an unseemly quar- 
rel between the Director-general and the clergyman at New 
Amsterdam. The cause of the misunderstanding between the 
parties is unknown ; but the minister is represented (by no 
friend of his, however) as having demeaned himself towards 
the Director in a manner " unbecoming a heathen, much less a 
Christian, letting alone a preacher of the gospel." He wrote June 
him a letter couched in very strong language, called for, per- 
haps, by the laxity of conduct of the Director-general, who, the 
minister alleged, was "a child of the devil; a consummate 
villain, whose bucks were better tJian he ; and to whom he 
should give such a shake on the following sabbath, from the 
pulpit, as would make him shudder," with a great deal more 
such abuse." 

Van Twiller succeeded this season in concluding an advan- 
tageous peace with the Raritans, which, in the weak state of 
the colony, was good policy. There were no exports this year 
from New Netherland. The company sent out the Eendracht, 
or Union, again, with a cargo valued at 29,562 guilders. Jan 
Evertsen Bout, heretofore one of the company's servants, came 
a passenger in this ship, having been appointed by Mr. Paauw 
superintendent of his colonie at Pavonia.' 



' Hoi. Docii., 51, 90, 131, 133, 134, 136-143, 144. 

' Alb. Rec. ii., 338. 

' Ibid, i., 96 ; De Last ; Ho[. Doc. v., 399. Jan Everlaen Bout, TnantiMmd 
in the teit, was it nUive af Bameveldt, ^d a man of some note in N. N. lie 
obtained a deed far a farm in ll>38, wbich was tbo 6ret eettlement in the pfm- 
oW (own of Jtergen, N. J. His wife's name was Tryntje Simoni. de Witt. 
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CHAPTER \ I 



EncrdBChments of the New England ppople on Nen Netherland — Tear down 
the arras of the Stales Genenl at KibviIIb Hoeck— Van Twiller pro1eat» 
Bgalnut the intrudecG, and makes repreaentationa to the directors — The Eng- 
liah send Governor Winslow lo London to complain i^dnat tho Dutch — He 
is imprisoned there — EngUsh attempt a Eottloment on the South River — Are 
taken prisoners and sent to the Manhattans — Fimt English settlers in New 
Amsterdam — Fort Amsterdam finished— Irregularities there — Director-gen- 
er^ and several members of his cMonfiU appropriate to themselves lai^ quan- 
tities of tho public domain — Settlement of Flatlands, or New Amersfoort 
commenced — Van Dincliig(i,schout-'fiECaal, opposes Van Twiller — Isdiemissed 
from office — Returns to HoUand—Ulrich Lupoid appointed in his place — Van 
Dinclage brings the affeirs of New Netherland before the States General — 
Assembly of the XIX. remove Van Twillei^-William Kieft appointed direc- 
tor-general of New Netherland — Prices at New Amsterdam and on the 
Connecticut ; Van Twiller adds a number of islands to his estates — States 
General call the attention of tho company to the retrograding condition of 
New Netherland — Require report thereupon— Queries submitted to the direc- 
tors — Their answeis — Propose surrendering Ihe Indian trade — Unfavorable 
state of the colony — Causes thereof — States General inasl on Ihe adoption 
of some [^an to encourage emigration to and tho settlement of the country, 
so that New Netherland may not be lost or given away. 

BOOK The English at the eastward having at length obtained a 
-'■'■^ foothold on the Connecticut, the towns of Massachusetts soon 
' rang with the fame of the fertility and " excellent meadows" 
of that valley ; and these, consequently, became an object of 
great desire and competition among the New England people. 
It might have been expected, that when they had settled in 
America, they would, in gratitude forthe hospitality which 
they had experienced at the hands of the Dutch during their 
long sojourn at Leyden, Amsterdam, and other cities in Hol- 
land and Zealand, have left New Netherland unmolested, and 
IbiWme to intrude on territory to which they had no claim. 
But, acting on the principle tliat they were the saints to whom 
the earth belonged, pride and self-interest entirely eradicated 
sentiments of justice and gratitude from llieir hearts.' They 

' Lambrechtsen'e N. Netheri., in N. Y. Hist. Coll. i., 98. '■ It can scarcely 
be believed," adds the same author, " that men so conscientious that they con- 
sidered themselves in duly bound not to muke the least 
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Stopped not, then, to inquire whether they had any legal title chap. 
to the country ; nor were they at all discouraged by the fact, "^ 
that by virtue of prior discovery, chartered conveyance from a 
recognised government, and possession, the Dutch had, for 
years, been the just proprietors of the district. They at once 
pronounced the latter " always mere intruders," and, without 
a shadow of title, commenced a system of encroachments on 
their neighbors' territory, which, from the first, had no plea for 
its justification, but such as was prompted by self-interest and 
covetousness.' Emigrants from Watertown, Dorchester, Cam- 
bridge, Newtown, and other places, crossed the mountains, 
and commenced plantations in several places on the banks of 
the river. Nearly at the same time, an expedition under Mr. 
John Winthrop, son of the governor of Mas sacliu setts, repaired 
by water to Kievitts Hoeck, where he erected a fort, and re- 
fusing a Dutch party permission to land on their own purchased 

ted point about Teligious rituals, men bd highly leveriug the Holy Scriptures, 
that they conffldered themselves in duty bound to diBtmguish their cities and 
villages by Biblical names, should ao little care about their Netherlaud neigh- 
bors of the same religious profession, should so little respect their anterior poB- 
sesiflon." "Deplorable conseqaences of ignorance and intoler- 
ance, so much more pemictaus, yea, no much more contemptible, in men who 
had tasted, by experience, their bitter fi-uits." 

' " It Is not easy to discover on what ground the Dutch were regarded by the 
first settlers of Connecticut, or by their historian at this day, as mere intrudera. 
They had made the discovery of Hudson's river, and established themselves on 
its banks. They had obtained a patent from their govemment, who had as 
good a right to grant lands discovered by their subjects, as any other state. 
This patent included the lands on Connec^cut Kiver, and this river was discov- 
ered by them before it was known by the English to exist, and before the grant 
of tlie New England patent. After trading with the Indians for several years, 
they purchased of them a tract of land, and built upon it a fort and trading- 
house, before the country had been taken possession of by the English ; and 
the people of Plymouth and Massachusetts colonies, when they attempted to 
drive them from it, came without a shadow of title from the Plymouth Comua- 

ny, under whom they professed to claim Through the inSuencs 

of Lord Say and Seal, and other friends of the colony at the court of Charles 
II., tho people of Connecticut obtained from that prince, [1663,] soon after the 
Restoration, a charter with very ample privileges, containing a grant of all the 
lands embraced in the original patent, including the New Haven colony. This 
gave them the first legal title to tho lands on which Ihoy had settled." N. A. 
Review, viii., 81, 85. See chapter in Van der Donok's Vertoogh van N. M , 
entitled, " Of the Eight which the Dutch have to the Frwh River." 
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BOOK soil, offensively tore the arms of the States General from a 
'^"^ tree, to which they had been affised some years before, and in 
1635. their stead, engraved, in derision, a biiffoon's face. On the 
upper waters of the Connecticut, at a spot then called Aga- 
wan, but now Springfield, some distance above Fort Hope, a 
Mr. Pyncheon established a trading-post and plantation ; and 
though Director Van Twiller made representations to HoOand 
relative to these proceedings, and also protested against the 
intruders, the English not only refused to desist, but dispatched 
Governor Winslow, of New Plymouth, to make representa- 
tions against the Dutch, which might, possibly, have had some 
effect, had not Archbishop Laud opposed his proceedings, 
and caused him to be thrown into prison, on the ground thai 
he was a dissenter from the estabhshed church.' The River 
Connecticut was not the only theatre of these encroachments 
at this early date. Experiencing no energetic resistance from 
the authorities at Fort Amsterdam, the English next deter- 
mined to attempt an assault on the company's territory at the 
Sooth River. With a view to make a settlement there, a 
party consisting of George Holmes, his hired man Thomas 
Hall, and twelve or thirteen others, proceeded to the Dela- 
ware ; but on their arrival at that pomt. Hall deserted his 
maaier, and the others, failing in their attempt on Fort Nas- 
sau, were made prisoners by the Dutch, and forwarded to 
the Manhattans in one of tlic company's boats. Instead of 
being punished for their aggressive conduct, these people, who 
were the first English settlers among the Dutch on Manhattan 
Island, were treated leniently by the Director-general, under 
whose patroni'ge they established themselves in various ways 
around Fort Amsterdam.^ 

' Mr. Winslow, Ihe late governor of Plymouth, boing tliia year in Englaod, 
jwlitioned the council there for a commission to withstand the intni^ons of the 
French luid Dub:h, which was likely to take effect ; but the archlHEhop being 
incensed against hini] informed the rest that he was a Separatigt ; that he did 
many, ftnd theieupon, got him committed. He was afterwards discharged on 
petition. Winlhrop's Jonmal, 89 ; Winthrop's N. Eng. i., 172 ; Cotton Ma- 
ther's Magoalia, b. li., c. S. 

' Verbaal van Beveminck, 606 ; Trnmban's Conn, i., 3G, 58 ; De Vries : 
Vanderdonck's Vertoogh van N. N. ; Hoi. Doc. iv., 110 ; v., 399 ; Report and 
adv. on (he condition of N?w Nelherl»nd, Appendix E. 
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Two years had now elapsed since Van Twillcr had com- chap. 
menced the erection of this fort. Though its dimensions were •"^ 
not extensive, being about three hundred feet long, and about 1635. 
two hundred and fifty broad, it was not finished until this year, 
owing, we presume, to lack of hands and the number of other 
buildings which he had undertaken. It was completed, it is 
said, by the company's negroes, at an expense of four thou- 
sand one hundred and seventy-two guilders, or $1688, in which 
sum was comprised, it is to be supposed, the cost of the sev- 
eral buildings whicli the fort contained.' 

The administration of Wouter Van Twillcr had been, hith- 1636. 
erto, marked by any thing but good order in the colony, or 
economy in the government. De Vries, who paid periodical 
visits to New Amsterdam, gives by no means a favorable view 
of the state of things there. On one occasion he was accom- juiy 
panied to the fort by CorneliH van Vorst, superior officer at ^^ 
Pavonia, who was carrying a present of claret to the Director- 
general, " of which article he knew he was fond." Another 
of the company's servants happening to be present, an alterca- 
tion arose between the latter. Van Twillcr, and Van Vorst, 
relative to a manslaughter which had recently been committed 
in the colonic. Matters, however, were soon made up, and 
Van Vorst, thereupon, proceeded to (ire a salute in honor of 
the Director-general, from a stone gun which stood near the 
house. A spark from the wadding lodged on the roof, which 
" being covered with reed" caught fire, " and the whole build- 
ing was consumed in less than half an hour !" 

This was not the only disorder to which De Vries was a 
witness, and which these potations produced. Some time Aug, 8. 
afterj the first gunner gave a jollification at one of the angles of 
the fort, where a tent was erected, and tables and benches set 
for the several guests. In the midst of the revelry, the trum- 

' Alb. Reo. [„ 88 ; Hazard i., 397. The calculation made above of the 
dhpensioiia of the fort, lb baeed or founded on a Etatement contained in Hoi. 
Doc v., 11. It is there stated, that the church built by Director Keift in 
1642-3, "occupied nearly one fourth part of the fort." {De Kercfc bykans 
het vierde part Tan het fort bealaet.) Now this church waa, as appears by Iha 
MDtract, 73 feet long, and 53 broad. This multiplied by four, would make the 
dinieuuonu of thn fort alwut hb above Etated. 
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BOOK peter blew a Wast upon his trumpet, which considerably 
-'-'-»- alarmed those partaking of the frolic. The koopman of the 
' stores, and the koopman of the cargoes, were highly incensed 
at this interruption, and called the bugle-blower some hard 
names, in return for which the tmmpcter gave each of them 
" a drubbing." The koopmcn forthwith ran home for their 
swords, and, full of pot-valiant swagger, followed the trumpeter 
even to the Director's, for the purpose of " eating him !" They 
did not, fortunately, find the delinquent, who thus escaped the 
demolition with which he was threatened.^ 

A disposition prevailed, in addition to all this, among almost 
all the company's servants, to enrich themselves at their em- 
ployers' expense, and to accumulate wealth without much re- 
gard as to the means. The Director-general, and the members 
of his council, by appropriating to themselves large portions of 
the public domam, encouraged, rather than checked this pro- 
pensity. Van Twiller, Wolfert Gerritsen, Andreas Hudde, 
and Jacob van Curler, obtained from the Indians, in the course 
of this summer, without the knowledge or approval of the di- 
rectors in Holland, three flatts of land on Long Island, amount- 
ing, it was estimated, to between ten and fifteen thousand 
acres.' The Director-general established a tobacco plantation 
on one part of his section ; Gerritsen and Hudde had a well- 
stocked farm, called Achterveldt, on theirs ; and Jacob van 
Curler hired Thomas Hall to superintend another farm, or 
plantation, which he commenced on his part. Elbert Elbert- 

' At the Dutch plantafion this summer, a ship's lonjr boat was overset with a 
gnat. Five men in her got on the Iceel and wore driven to sea four days. Only one 
oflhsrawasBaved; he was cast ashore on Long Island. Winthrop's Jour. 187. 

' 16th June, 1636. The Director-General and council of New Netherland, 
residing at Fort Amsterdam, on the Lslaiid of Manhattans, certify, that before 
them appeared, this day, Tenkiiauw, Ketamiau, Ararykau, Aswackhou, Sua- 
rinkekiukh, Wappettawaekenis, Ehotyl, owners, who, by the advice and in the 
presence of Penhawis, Cakapeteyno, chiefs in that quarter, have, for certain 
goods delivered to them, sold, &o., to Jacobus van Curler, the middlemost of the 
three flatta to them belonging, called Castaleeuw, lying on the island Sewan- 
hacky, between the bay of the North River and the East River. Same day, 
same parties eel) to Hudde and Geniltseii, the westernmost of the above Halts; 
andonthelBth July, same yBar,samc Indians sell lo Van Twiller the eastam- 
most of those flatts. Alb. Rec. GG, 31, 35, 39. Van Curler tranafBrrei liis 
part, called Caeliutey, to Van Twiller iji July, lfi3P. Alb. Rec. i„ 30. 
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len, one of Vdii Twilkr's fami servants, and Thomas Spicer chap. 
settled in the bame neigliboihood about the same time, but -r^ 
without any deed for then land ^ 

Such were the cirtumbl antes under which was commenced 
'he first settlement of the present town of Flallands, on Long 
Island, which was originally cilled New Ameisfooidt, after the 
biTlhplace of the celebrated Dutch patriot and jurist, Olden- 



The irregular conduct and proceedings of the Director-gen- 
"lal encountered serious opposition from Lubbertus van Din- 
la^o, the schout hscaal But A'an Twiller, however good a 
boon companion, was not a nian to brook opposition in his gov- 
ernment He arraigned the iiscal for his contumacy ; con- 
demned him to lose hia wages which were now three years in 
arrears , ordered him to proceed forthwith to Fatherland, to 
justify his condutt and thus virtually deprived him of the offi- 
ces which he held dnectficm tlie chamber at Amsterdam. 
Van Dinclage returned to HoUdud in the summer of this year. 
He was sucLceded n oflice by a, Hanoverian named Uliich 
Lupoid of '^tdden in the diocese of Bremen, and on the 30th Aug. 
of August addressed a memonil to their High Mighlinessca 
the States General in which he not only demanded redress of 
his own individual grievances, but called attention, at length, 
to the course of maladministration pursued in New Netherland, 
including in his dtcusations eien the Rev, Mr. Bogardus, the 
11 at Jort \msterdam ^ 



■ Alb. Eec. 1., 19, 39, 34 ; n., 10 ; iv., 45, 46, 86 ; ix. 44, Elbert Elbertseii and 
Thomas Spicer, from Ametsfoort, {eays Stuyvesant in 1653,J usurped Iheir 

lands many years ago without any deed Thoy are occupying Buch 

landa in said village fifteen to twenty ycara. Hoi. Doc. v., 398. 

' Hoi. Doc. ii., 167, 178-181. It is to be regretted that Dinclage's letter ou 
tills occasion b not to be found, as It would throw considerable light on the his- 
tory of Van Twiller'H adminiEtratlon. The Slates General, in referring it to the 
Assembly of XIX., glance eiuaorily at its contents. Vanderdonk, in his Vertoogh 
TUiNieuwNederland, refers to Dinctage as competent to give afull account of 
Van Twiller's government, for he adds, " Ko is known to have reported there- 
on." Reference is made in tliB Alb. Rec. ii., 50, iil., 2^1, to " the records 
kept in Director Van Twiller's lima;" but these, as wfll as Dinelage's report, 
are, we fear, irreparably lost, and tiius tlie historian of this period is deprived of 
materials iu every respect invaluable. The complaint against Bogardus is thus 
mentioned in the Alb. Rec. ii., 17 :— " The Kev. Ev. Itogardus peliliona tbe 
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BOOK This representation obtained, at first, no consideration fron. 
-—■^ tlie West India Company, with some of the directors of 
' which body Van Twiller was connected, as already mentioned. 
But the States General, at the repeated solicitations of Din- 
April clage, urged matters so strongly, that the Assembly of the 
XIX. found it incumbent on them, at length, to make a change 
Septa in the administration. On the second of September, 1637, 
the Honorable Elias de Raedt, one of the directors of the 
company, appeared before their High Mightinesses, and re- 
. them to commission William Kiept as director- 
1 of New Netherland, which was accordingly done,' 
But Van Twiller took care, before he was superseded, to en- 
large his own private estate, by the purchase from the Indians 
Juno of the island of Pagganck, lying south of New Amsterdam, 
■ now known as Governor's Island, which contained one hun- 
Ju'y dred and sixty acres of land ; also of two islands in the river 
Hellegat : the greater, containing about 200 acres, called 
Tenkenas ; the smaller, some 120 acres in extent, lay west of 
the latter, and was named Minnahanock. Abraham Pietersen 
of Haarlem obtained possession this year, in the name of the 
company, of the island Quotenis, situate in the bay of Narra- 
gansetts and adjoining Roode Island, which he occupied as a 
trading-post for a long time ; as well as another island lying 
near the Pequot's River, which afterwards went among the 
English by the name of the Dutchman's Island.^ 

Though the means of determining satisfactorily the pro- 
gress of the colony, its condition or population, at the epoch 
to which we have now arrived, are but scanty and scattered, 
we are enabled to form some conclusions as to tlie prices of 
provisions, and of the rate of wages in New Amsterdam. 
Rye was worth two florins and a half per schepel of three 
pecks ; maize, one and a half to two florins ; peas, four to 
five florins ; wheat, three florins ; broken barley, four florins ; 

Director-general and conncil tor pennisHati to return (o FKtherland to derend 
himself agaiuBt the charges brought by Luhbert van Dinclage. The council 
resolve (18th July, 1638) to retain the minister here, bo that the increase ot 
God's word may Ju no mannei be prevented." 

' HoL Doc. iL, 183. 

' Alb. Ksc. GG, 41, 46 ; i., 8a ; xviii., 291. 
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whale oil, three florins the gallon ; vinegar, two florins ; pep- chap. 
per, two florins and a half per pound ; gunpowder, one florin • 
and a half ; candles, ten stivers ; shot and balls, two florins ; 
pork, seven stivers ; meat, six stivers ; tobacco, twelve stivers ; 
a hog, six months old, brought fifteen florins ; nine hundred 
bundles of reed cost thirteen florins and a half; five hundred 
nails, two florins and a half ; bricks per thousand, ten florins ; 
a scythe, six florins ; a keg of butter, twenty-five florins. A 
laborer in harvest got about eighty cents a day, on othef oc- 
casions, sixty ; while the price of a negro was forty florins, 
or $16' 

Ti re wan it tl i; per od a great c-ircity in tlie adjoining 
settlen entf on the Co nect cut consequence of the war 

hetveenthe E <rl si and tie Pe|uods Corn rose there to 
tl e e\traori nary 1 gh price of twelve ahdlings a bushel. A 
go d cow bro ght ti rly pounds a pa r of oxen, forty pounds ; 
a mare, forty pounds ; and labor and other articles bore a pro- 
portional high rate. Whether the prices in New Netherland 
were affected by the war in Connecticut, or by the small 
quantity of provisions raised by the Dutch, it is impossible to 
determine.^ 

The critical condition of New Netherland, threatened from 1638. 
without by greedy and encroaching neighbors, surrounded on 
all sides by uncivilized tribes, who were at best not much to 
be depended on, and who might, without warning, fall on tlie 
few Europeans settled in their midst and cut them off, in the 
same manner as the Indians had already destroyed the Eng- 
lish on James River, occupied the attention, early this spring, 
of the States General. Their High Mightinesses had learned, 
and now officially announced, that tlie colony was retro- April 
grading every day more and more ; that its population had not ' ' 
only not advanced as much as it ought, but that, on the con- 
trary, though encouraged, it had, owing to the neglect of the 
West India Company, absolutely decreased, and that to such 
a degree, that subjects of foreign powers and princes were 
attempting to seize and appropriate the country to themselves, 



' Alb. Rec. i., 89 ; ii., 59. Two florins and a half make a dollar, 
' Traiiibuirs Conn, i., 78, 94. 
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BW>K and that unless means were provided, the whole of New 
ifi^ Netherland would be invaded at once.' Indignant at tliese 
' proofs of maladministration, they had already instructed iJieir 
deputies to the meeting of the XIX., to investigate thoroughly 
the state of aifairs in the Dutch possessions in North America, 
and to report the result of tlieir inquiries without delay. 

These deputies lost no time in attending to the matter con 
fided to them. They drew up a series of queries embodying 
the*infonnation wliich they wished to obtain, and submitted 
April these to the delegates, from the company, who annexed their 
replies, shortly after, to the questions, and returned the whole, 
which was duly transmitted to the States General. Tiiis pa- 
per, remarkable for its brevity, is the more interesting as it 
aifords a bird's-eye view of the real situation of tlie country, 
when its only inhabitants, from the Chesapeake to the Con- 
necticut, consisted of a few feeble and almost defenceless fur- 
traders. We tlicrefore annex it : 

" I. Question. How far do the limits of New Netherland 
extend along the sea-coast ? Ans. Their High Mightinesses 
granted, anno 1614, to Jonas Wittsen and Twecnhuyzen, by 
special charter, and on expiration thereof to the West India 
Company, from Virginia upward ; to wit, from Ci^apoa along 
the sea coast to Terra Nova. 

" II. Q. Are these limits still possessed, at the present 
time, by the West India Company and citizens of this coun- 
try ? Ans. We occupy Mauritius, or the North River. 
Thereon are two forts. Orange and Amsterdam ; and there is 
one house built for the company, and that is the greatest num- 
ber of people. {En dat is de meeste populatie.) 

" III. Q. If not, what nations have seized them, and un- 
der what pretext T Ans. The right is that of tlie strongest ! 
The English reach from the northeast of New England to 
the Fresh River. 

' De popalatie in Nieuw Nederlandt niot allocn nacr bchoorcn nict en wordt 
bevorderl, nemaer oock de begonale populotio aldaer (;enoechsaam Teraclitert, 
6Dde by de Corapagnie van W, I, schynt geiiaglegeert te warden, buIh dat do 
ingeselenen van uyllieemsche princen eode potentatien Nieuw Nederlandt en- 
denitaen 't incorporen, ende Uin ey daerinne tydelyck werde veisien ganlscnde 
t'eenemael sullen mvadcren. Hoi. Doc. ii., IKS. 
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"IV. Q, Can the company hold the remaining territory, chip. 
and by what means ? Ans. We can retain the remainder in j-^cr 
proportion as we have people. From the North River, men 
can go into the interior as far as they please. 

"V. Q. What Christian nations are neighbors above and 
below ? Ans. The English enclose us from Virginia to New 
England, and as far beyond as we have been. 

"VI. Q. Have they [the W. I. Co.] realized profit or loss 
since the planting of New Netherland 1 Ans. They have 
suffered loss. But it should be able to afford a profit, especiaUy 
from com. 

" VII. Q. And in case of loss, should their High Mighti- 
nesses consider it requisite to preserve the hniits of New 
Netherland, and to place the population on a better and surer 
footing ? Ans. The company cannot people it, because the 
directors cannot agree among tliemselves. But some plan of 
proceeding must be considered. 

" VIII. Q. Would it not be expedient to place the district 
of New Netherland at the disposal of the Generaliteit, [that 
is, the body of the States General] ? Ans. They have no 
Buch intention, unless they derive profit therefrom. But they 
hope, now that they have taken some order about Brazil, that 
it will prove profitable in time. It is proposed to surrender 
the trade with the Indiana, or something clse."^ 

Such was the unpromising condition of New Netlierland, as 
acknowledged by the West India Company, after the adminis- 
tration of its affairs by that powerful body for a term of fifteen 
years. Removed scarcely a degree from its primitive slate of 
wilderness, uninhabited except by a few traders and clerks in 
the employ of a distant corporation, its rich and luxuriant soil 
almost wholly uncultivated and unreclaimed, for the number 
of farms as yet amounted to not much more than half a dozen 
around Fort Amsterdam, and the same number around Fort 
Orange, it afforded evidence, everywhere, of mismanagement; 
and when its progress is compared with that of the settlements 
in New England, proofs only multiply of still more culpable 
neglect, and another instance is only afforded tiiat foreign compa- 

■ H(d. Doc ii., IBS, 183, 190, inS. 193, 194, 19S, 

S3 
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BOOK nies, thougli tliey may retard, have never advanced the settle- 
--^" ment of America. In truth, the directors of the West India 
■ Company, or rather those who composed its Amsterdam cham- 
ber, seem to have ruled New Netherland hitherto only with a 
view to promote their own special interests. For the advance- 
ment of these, immense sums had been expended; but no 
effort, of any consequence by its permanency, had been made 
to introduce, on a large scale, a sound and industrious popula- 
t t th y Tl y ppear rather to desire that it 

sh Id b 1 b t d m h by tl ir own servants ; a project, 
nary as it would be suicidal, 
t h d ipleted their term of service, 
t t d home dissipated and poor, 
tl n they found it, for it obtained, 
d lu ory name.'" 
P t t led also, in no small degree, 

to retard the settlement of the province. Losing sight, for the 
most part, of their first duties as planters, the patroons diverted 
their energies and means in competing with the company for a 
share of the Indian trade. Quarrels and mutual bickerings 
ensued ; the one party accused the other of having en- 
croached on its special privileges, and the consequence was 
fatal to the prosperity of the country. The spirit of monopo- 
ly, which breathed throughout that charter, discouraged private 
enterprise and industry, so that individuals who were inclined 
to emigrate abandoned their design, " and durst venture no- 
thing." It is true that the company introduced a few settlers 
previous to this period ; but, unfortunately, most of these did 
not remain, and the directors did not persevere in the good 
work.^ Had they filled the land, as the English were doing, 



' Het liet sich aensien met den eer.'rten alsoffdecompagnie dit landtnjet hac 
eygen dieiiaare eoudeii hebben willeii populeren, hetweick groot misverstav 
moeste wesen ; want als haer tydt uyt was, vertrocken die weer, niet mcd( 

groolcn hanger en andereinta geven. Vcrtoogh van Nieuw Nederiant. 

* Hadda men de eerale eiemptie rechteinnich betracht gelyokse leggcn, e 
niet met angvilior inaicliten gepraetiBBert ; gewia daer soudeu haer meer liefhel 
bera van N. Nederland benaeralicht hebben, dat le bevol:;ten en in te nemei 
Po andere daiiaulen oock, die men lieeft v/i 
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wilh thousands of moral, hardy pioneers ; had they transported chap. 
cattle, and encouraged the planting of towns and villages in ---" 
the wilderness, instead of building solitary forts to serve as a 
rendezvous for lazy Indians and a few isolated traders, render- 
ed the more defenceless by their isolation, the tide of encroach- 
ment from New England would not, at this date, have threat- 
ened to wash the walls of Fort Amsterdam ; possibly, that 
collision between the two races, which was now commencing, 
would have been stayed, and that contest avoided, which termi- 
nated, after a continuance of thirty years, in the loss to the Dutch 
of every rood of land, to which they now, of right, laid claim. 
The States General saw the error, and endeavored, now, 
though late, to apply a remedy. They enjoined on their delegates 
to the Assembly of the XI\ to insist before they adjourned on 
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' Soo hebben baer Hoog Moogcnde nae voorgaende deliberatie goet gevondeii 

en verelaen dat de gejiielto Heereii dereelver gedeputeeideu, 

voor't ECheydenvande aenwesendegeooinmitteerden Boodaiilge 

effective ordre sullen helpeu beramen en elelleii op de populatie van Nieii 
Nederlandt, en daertoe inviterei) alia guede ingesetenen deser Nederianden op 
Boodangie voordelen en preeminentien alse. op approbalie van baer Hoog Moo- 
gende, BUllcn goetvinden alle coloniers aenltl>icd?n, op dat desen staet door 
iudireete onderqtnypinge van eenige infteseleiien deser landen, en opdringingo 
ende invasio van die van uytheemsclie priiieen endo potentalen van liet voois; 
Nien Nederland niet en warden onlset. Instructions from the States General 
to the deputies. Hoi. Poo. iL, 190. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Arrival of WiI-leu KiEFtjJhifd Director-general — His council — Colonial Secre- 
tfliy, and ahoat-fiscaal — Other pnblie offieera — Their salariea — Condition of 
New AmBterdam — Irregularities ihere— Proclamations of director and coun- 
cil — Organization of court of justice— ProclamaUon against dnmkeiineea — 
Arrival of immigrants — Purchase of land on Long Island — State of public 
morals — Regulations for the inspection of New Netherland tobacco — R^hls 
of the Dutch threatened in the south — Swedish West India Company form- 
ed — Pieter Minuit, former director of New Netheriand, appointed director 
of New Sweden — Arrives at the Delaware with some Swedea — Is boarded 
by the Dutch CommlBsary — Opens a trade with the natives — Purchases land 
and erects Fort Christina — Kieft protests against him several ^mes, but in 
vain — Minuit tstnms to Sweden, leaving a colony of twenty men behind — 
Swedish ship seiied in Holland on her return from " the Wcet Indies" — Is 
released — States General urge the permanent settlement of New Netherland 
— New arliclcB and conditions proposed by the Amsterdam chamber— a 
"new project" also submitted bv parties friendly to the Patroons — Patroona 
geek to enlarge their privileges, and to reserve thy country for manors and 
lordships — States General disapproie of both these plans— Proclamation 
opening the trade with New Netherland, and abolishing the monopoly 
hitherto enjoyed by the West India Compjny 

BOOK WiLLEM KiEFT, the thiid Duector-gpneral, arrived at ihc 
Ji;- Manhattans on the 28th of March, 1638, in the Herring, one 
r? " of the West India Company's ships, of two hundred and 
a& eighty tons burden, carrying two metal, sixteen iron, and two 
stone guns. His first step, on his assumption of the reins of 
government, was to organize a council of which he should re- 
tain the entire control. With this view, he appointed to a seat 
in the board Doctor Johannes La Montague, a learned Hugue- 
not gentleman, who had arrived in the country in the course 
of the preceding spring or summer, to whom he gave one vote, 
while he reserved two to liimself.' Cornelis van Tienhoven, 
a native of Utrecht, and one of the oldest residents in tlie 

' The date of Kieft's arrival is in Alb. Rec. i., 89. De Laet gives the ton- 
nage and rale of the Herring. Dr. La Montagne must have arrived in the epringof 
16,S7. lie had a daughter bora to him Jan\iary 26, 1G37, at sea offthe island 
of Madeira- Ho is styled, <Hol. Doc. v., 38,) " een wel gesttideetdt man." 
He derived his commission at first only fkim Kieft, but it was afterwards ap- 
proved by the directora in Amsterdam. Vanderdonck states that ho had but 
one, while KkH had two votes in the council. Vertoogh van Nieuw Noderlandl. 
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province, who had hitherto acted aa book-keeper of monthly chap. 
wages, to tiie satisfaction of the company, was promoted to -^^ 
be colonial secretary, with a salary of about two hundred and 
fifty dollars per annum, and sundry fees ; and Ulrich Lupoid 
was continued as schout-fiscaal, or sheriff, and attorney-general. 
Among the other officers and servants of the company, we 
find mention made of Claes van Elslant, David Provoost, 
commissaries of provisions ; Andreas Hudde, first commis- 
sary of wares ; Jacob van Curler, inspector of merchandise ; 
Laurens Haen, assistant ditto ; Jacob Stoffelsen, overseer ; 
Michel Everlsen, clerk of the customs ;' Wybraiit Pietersen, 
superintendent of merchandise ; William Breedenbent, under 
sheriff; Philip de Truy, court messenger ; Gerrit Schidt and 
Hans Kierstede, surgeons ; Hans Stecn, midshipman ; Jaa 
Jansen, gunner ; Fredrick Lubbertsen, first boatswain ; Nic- 
olas Koorn, serjeant ; Hendrick Pietersen, mason ; Gillis van 
der Gouw and Tomas Walraven, house -carpenters ; Tymen 
Jansen, ship- carp enter ; Gysbert op Dyck, commissary at 
Fort Good Hope ; Jan Jansen van Ilpendam, commiisary at 
Fort Nassau, where Pieter Mey acted as assistam Bast ae i 
Janssen Crol, who came out about the year 1634 as s 11 
commissary at Fort Orange, where Dirck Stipel ac cd as 
wacht-mcister, or serjeant, and Adriaen Dirckse ass s ant 
commissary, to which charge he was appointed because he 
spoke correctly the language of the Mohawks, and was " well- 
versed in the art of trading with them." The Rev. Everardus 
Bogardus continued to officiate as clergyman at Fort Amster- 
dam, where Adam Roelantsen was schoolmaster.^ 

' Four brothera of tho Everteeu family, named JaoobuB, Volckert, Myodert, 
and Arendt, (relativea of this Michel,) lived in prospuraua circumstances, some 
in Pavonia, and some on Manhattan Island, anno 1G38. They cul^valed to- 
bacco with great sucoese ; one of them also had a tannery. Areudt EVortaen 
was afterwards a celebrated Dutch captain on tho Sound, where he captured 
eeveraJ yesaela belonging to the New England colonieB, during the hoatilities be- 
tween the Engbah and Dutch in the time of Cromwell. Many respectable 
famlliea of the name are still in this atatc. 

' Alb. Rec. i., 6, 12, 17, 18, Sfi, 5a, 65, 68, 93, 100, 101, 115, US, 185, 
947 ; ii., 1, 2, 13, 14, 15, 12S. 

The following were the salariee of some of the abovo offioets; La Montagne, 
ae member of council, 35 guilders [$14] [ler month. Tho book-keeper of 
monthly wages, 3fi gl. 1^I4..|{I] p« month, mid aOd gl ($801 « year for board ; 
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£ The council managed ihe genPra! affairs of ihe government, 
• and constituted, as under the preceding -idministrdtions, the 
' ordinary court of justice, as well as the court of appeal from 
inferior tribunals But on extraordinary Decision'* it wa« usual 
to adjoin to that board a few of the other lohibitants, selected 
mostly from among the company's <<er\ant'<, (who still formed 
the principal part of the population,) when special questions 
were to be deliberated upon, or special cases Ined, in which, 
perhaps, one or other of the ordinary memben of the councd 
might be interested. 

The government having been thus far organized. Director 
Kieft proceeded, pursuant to his instructions, to introduce some 
order into the company's affairs, which, in truth, were m a 
ruinous condition The fort, completed but three years before, 
at a heavy expense was m an utter state ot decay; open at 
every side, permitting evervwhere free ingress and egress, 
" except at the stone point All the guns were off their car- 
riages ; the house in the fort, and the other public buildings, 
as well as the church were entirely out of repair ; tiie place 
on which the magazine for wares and merchandise had been 
erected "could with diffiiultv be discovered ' the building 
itself having disappeared and e\tr> vessel e\cept one afloat, 
and another on the stocks wis falling in pieces. Of "the 
three windmills ' inly one was m operation the five farms 
belonging to the company wert. unoccupie I by tenants, and 
thrown into commons without a single creature not even a 
goat remaining thereupon the property of the company, 
while the farms belonging to the late Director were well fur- 
nished with dw ellmg and farm houses agricultural implements, 
and stocked with brood mares milch cow s oxen goats, calves, 
and every thing else m the greatest ibundance ' 



nia»on,20 gl. [$8] per inonlh; gunnsr, 16 gl. [6.40] per month ; commissary of 
stores, 36 gl. per month ; cmpenter, IS gl. l%^M] and 100 gl. [$40] a year for 
board ; aveiaeer, 30 gl. [$19] per month ; Indian interpreler, IS gl. per montli, 
and 100 gl. per ann. for board; hoiise-curpeiiter, 36 gl- per month. Alb. 
Rec ii., 14. 

' By an inventory taken of Van Twiller's property, it appeals that he had 
"on farm No. 1.," 4 mares, 1 stallion, 1 gelding, 10 milch-cows, 1 yearling, I 
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The right which the company had reserved to itself of trad- chap. 
ing with the Indians, had been openly disregarded, for every — ^ 
person, wllmhpbl ffikdpl ^^'^^' 

tries, witl h P j h 

company' te ^ P 1 d P d d 1 p 

chased, pp ] d 1 I 1 1 bl f 

leaving th f ly 1 1 fp d 111 

lots, by whj 1 m an 1 1 f 1 f ff 1 1 1 

latter for 1 H 11 1 1 ] d d h m 

pany's re pd nidi ly i Idiyl 

Russian traders, who furnished a belter article at a lower price. 
The competition did not stop here. Those in New Ncther- 
land, who were concerned in these clandestine proceedings, 
shipped relum cargoes, and thus the trade with the interior 
became entirely deranged. 

To put an end to these irregularities, the Director-general 
isstied proclamations, shortly after his arrival, forbidding the 
company's servants trading for the future in peltries under a 
penalty of loss of their wages, as well as of all claims they April 
might have against the company ; and all disobeying this order ^^ 
subjected tliemselves to confiscation of their goods and an ar- 
bitrary correction. No articles were hereafter to be exported 
without the special knowledge and permission of the authori- 
ties, under pain of confiscation ; nor was any person whatso- 
ever to trade for themselves, or others, in any part of New 
Netherland, without a license, on pain of sequestration of their 
furs, arbitrary punishment, and loss of all moneys due them 
by the company. Sailors were warned not to remain on shore 
after sunset without leave from the Director-general, and all 
communication from the shore with vessels in the stream, or 



islands in Hcllegat, 1 dwelling-house, 3 milch-cows, 3 bull calves, 1 mare, 1 
Btallion ; on Nut island, a frame of a houae, 31 goats ; on " farm No. 3," 3 
milch COWB, 3 bull calves ; on tobacco plantation at Sapohanican, now Green- 
wich, on the North River, which was surrounded bypalisades, 1 good dwelling- 
houw, i tobaoco-hoUBc. At Forts Hope and Sassan the eompaiij' had " 30 
goafs and three negroes," whilo from their tive or six farms on Manhattan 
Island, " which were now dostitute of a creature," 1(1 iiiilch-cowe, 10 mares, a. 
number ot sheep and other stock had be«n sold and otherwise disposed of. Alb. 
Rcc 1 sy 91, lOl. 
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BOOK from [he latter to the 'shore was as strictly forbidden. All 
--•^ tradeamen in the company « feriice, of whatever grade, were 
directed to proceed to and leave off work, at stated hours ; to 
obey the orders of their aupt.riors and not to waste their time ; 
and such as refused to do any necessary work were to be 
punished as tuibulent and seditious persons. Finally, all per- 
sons were honoiislv admonished " to abstain from fighting ; 
from carnal intercouise with heathens, blacks, or other per- 
sons , from rebellion iheft false swearing, calumny, and all 
other immorililies as certain condign punishment would 
surely overtake the guiUy as a lerror to all evil-doers 

This proclamation terminated by establishing Thursday in 
each week for the sittings of the court for the hearing and ad- 
judicatiDu of all civil and criminal processes, and for a redress 
of all gnevances of which any person might have to complain. 
Defaulters at this court subjected themselves tO the payment, 
for the first time of one shilling ; second time, double that 
sum and for the third default judgment was entered against 
them. In conspqutnce of the great mischief which was daily 
caused by immoderale dnnking, another proclamation was sub- 
sequently issued, by which all, " except those who sold wine 
at a decent price, and in moderate quantities," were forbidden 
to sell any liquor under a penalty of twenty-five guilders, or 
$10, and the loss of their stock ; and any person who dared to 
provide lodgings, after sunset, for any sailor, or servant belong- 
ing to the company, Without leave from the Director-general, 
subjected himself to a similar fine. All seafaring persons found 
on shore, after the above hour, were to forfeit two months' 
wages for the first offence ; for the second, all their wages, and 
to be expelled the company's service ; and whoever was guilty 
of selling powder or guns to the Indians was to be punished 
by death.' 

A few immigrants arrived this summer in the Dolphin from 
Fatherland, some of whom proceeded to Rensselaerswyck, 
which still continued to be, however, " a place of trifling con- 
sequence." A number of horses were also imported ; and in 
anticipation of a greater influx of settlers, next year, Kieft 

' Alh. Rec. ii.. 3. 4. 8, 10, 11, 13, 188. 
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pent to Cura9oa for negroes, cattle, and salt. Additional se.'.- chxi. 
llemcnts were being made on the western extremity of Long •^■~~^ 
tsland. The Director-general purchased, in the early part of 
August, from the natives, for eight fathoms of duffels cloth, Aug. 1- 
eight fathoms of wampum, twelve kettles, eight adzes, eight 
axes, some knives, corals, and awls, a tract of land two miles 
broad, and four miles long, extending from the East River to 
the swamps of Mespeachtes, composing, we believe, the 
present settlement of Newtown, On Manhattan Island, La 
Montagne, and other private individuals, were beginning to 
make improvements. Abraham Isaacsen Verplanck took up Oet. 
a tract of land at Paulus Hrfeck, and there was every prospect 
that settlements would multiply were tiie company's monopoly 
removed, and the trade of the country opened.' 

The state of mor'ik m New Amsterdam was, at this period, 
however b\ no me^ns health j owing as well to the descrip- 
tion of persons which trade brought thither, as to the absence, 
in a great part, of an agricultural population. Prosecutions 
for lewdness and thievery were frequent ; there were some 
public executions for manslaughter and mutiny ; and the au- 
thontie"* complained that several persons were becoming rich 
by appropriating to themselves the company's property, and 
u^iing It as if n was their own Tiiis state of things called 
fortii proclamations, ever and anon, threatening fines and con- 
fiscations to evil-doers of whilever rank. But though the 
inhabirants were strictly forbidden to leave the Manhattans 

* Abraham Isaapsen Verpldiick e name was sometimes written Planck. He 
was probably a nt-ir relative of Jacob Alberta. Planck, tiist BherifTof Rensse- 
lacrswyck He is ropreBonted as having been a wealthy as well ae an eicellent 
farmer and to have been the propnelor ot a large dairy. Gnlian, son of Abra- 
ham Jacobs, \erplaack, nae a leading merchant in New York in 1G83, and 
haling an interest in the north part of the manor of Cortland, moved thither. 
The Verplaneks of Dutchees, Orange, and Geneva, [Ontario county,) are the 
descendants of this Gulian. Isaac, third boU of Abraham Jacobs., settled ill 
the neighborhood of Albany, where David, of Beeren Island, coasin of Philip, 
of WflstcheBter, married Ariantje, danghter of Barent PiBlorBe CoeymanB. 
ThM lady died wilbont issue. Thereupon David Verplanck married a lady 
named Brouwer, of an ancient Dutch stock, by whom he had David, Johan- 
nes, Ariantje, and Isaac, the father of Col. Abraham Verpianck of HaquatucK, 
Coeymans, whose sons, again, iiave moved west, and settled in Batavia, Gens- 
ace comity. 

24 
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BOOK without a passport th>- lust of w ealth w ii apparently more 

y^'- powerful than govpn mcnt placards ' 

In the mean ti iie stimulated b> the great demand which 
prevailed in Europe tor tobacco efforts had been making for 
some years to rende thit weed one of the staphs of the piov 
ince. The ricli v r>,iii so 1 around and m ihi. vicinity of New 
Amsterdam, was at th t me well adapted for the culture of 
the plant, and tobacc fhntatois cri sequently multiplied to 
such a degree, that the Directoi and lou icil con-sidered it their 
duty now to reguhte b\ stitite the mode of cultivating to 
bacco, and to subject it to inspection with a view to guard 
against frauds, and to preser\e its character abroad The fol 
lowing ordinance was accordingly ssued 

Aug. " Whereas, the Honorable Director and Council of the New 
Netherlands have deemed it advisable to make some regula- 

' Alb. Rec. GG, 57 ; i., 65 ; ii., 33 ; iii., 419 ; La Monlagne's farm was 
called Vredendal, or the Valley of Peace. It belonged to Hendriok de i'oreest, 
deceased, and coat 1800 gl., or $720. This farm was one hundred morgens, 
or two hundred acres in superiicies. It Is described as lying " between the bills 
and hdls, and a point on the East River called Recbgawanes, situate between 
the two kills." Three brotheis of Iheso De Foreesta originally emigrated to 
America during the early Huguenot troubles. Two of these, Heiidriek and 
Isaac, settled at New Amslerdam, whore we find the latter living in (he Brou- 
wer-slraat. now Slone-slreeL He was taxed, in 1653, one hundred guilders 
towards putting the city in a state of defence ; and twenty guildeis, in 1655, 
to aid ui paying off the public debt He was one of the city magistrates in 
1658. The third brother, whose name I cannot ascertain, Bellied al New 
Haven. David C. de Forest, son of Benjamin, and grandson of Benjamin, one 
of the descendanla of this third brother, bequeathed, I imderetand, a sum of 
$5000, ill 1823, for the establishment of a " De Forest Fund" in Yale Col- 
lege. This bequest is to remain at an interest of six per cent until 1353, after 
which $1000 a year are to be expended in the free education and support, at 
that institution, of the male descendants of the donor, as well as of Jno, H. do 
Forest, of Humphreysville ; of Benjamin C. de Forest, of Watertown ; and 
Ezra de Forest, of Huntington, all of Connecticut ; and of the sous of the fe- 
male children of David C. and Julia, his wife. Li default of descendants afore- 
said, the above sum is to be applied to the education of others of the same 
family name, ^ving preference to the nest of kin to the donor. Failing candi- 
dates of the name of De Forest, the above is then to be applied annually to the 
education of young men in indigent circumstances, of good morals and suitable 
talents, who wilt consent to assume the name of De Forest In the selecllon 
of Iheee young men, " no rebgious or polilical opinions of the candidates or their 
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tions about Uie cultivation of tobacco, as the chief aim and chap. 
employ of many planters is to obtain a large crop, and thereby j^^ 
the high name which our tobacco has gained in foreign coun- 
tries is injured ; to obviate which every planter is seriously 
warned to pay due attention that the tobacco appear in good 
condition ; that the superfluous leaves are cut away ; and, 
further, that the tobacco which is sponged is not more wetted 
than is required ; that what is intended to be exported from 
New Nethcrland be first carried to the public storehouse, to 
be there inspected, weighed, and marked, and to be paid there 
the duties which are due to the company ; — to wit, five of 
every hundred pounds weight, in conformity to the grant from 
tlie company. Those who transgress this ordinance shall lose 
all tiieir tobacco by confiscation, and besides be arbitrarily 
corrected and punished," 

Claes van Elslandt and Wybrant Pietersen were appointed 
tobacco inspectors, to carry out the provisions of the above 
act. The fees of inspection were fixed at ten stivers (twenty 
cents) for every hundred weight, and none was to be exported 
unless it had been previously inspected and declared mer- 
chantable,' 

An order was issued, at the same time that the inspection 
of tobacco was directed, that no contracts, engagements, bar- 
gains, sales, or public acts, should be deemed valid, except 
such as were written by the secretary of the province. This 
law gave room, after a while, to a good deal of cavil. It was 
surmised that it was issued for the purpose of preventing any 
complaints emanating from New Netherland against the local 
authorities, and of depriving those, who might feel oppressed, 
of the power of making their grievances known to the com- 
pany, or to the States General. But such sinister motives 
were promptly disclaimed. The mass of the people resident 
at, or frequenting the Manhattans, were unable or ill-qualified 
either to read or lo write ; in transacting commercial or other 
aflTairs, accounts and papers which passed between them, 
written sometimes by a seafaring or laboring man, were either 
drawn up imperfectly, or in total opposition to ihe intention ftf 

■ Alb, Kec. ii., 19, 21. The fee in Virijiiiii. was one per cent. 
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BOOK one or other of the parties, and led to constant misunderstand- 
y^T^ ings and law disputes, sometimes for mere trifles, in which it 
'was difficult, if not impossible, to come at the truth. To 
obviate such ill consequences for the future, the above order 
was made, which, in the circumstances, was, it must be ad- 
mitted, one of prudence, perliaps of necessity, though it may 
be possible that it might afterwards have led to abuse.' 

Director Kieft had not, however, been long settled in his 
new government, nor had he well commenced hia work of re- 
form, when he was called to vindicate the rights of his su- 
periors, which were now being menaced from an unexpected 
quarter, in the southern section of New Netherland. 

William Usselinx, the projector of the Dutch West India 
Company, dissatisfied, we presume, at the impediments which 
he and his plans experienced in Holland, proceeded to the 
court of Sweden, and submitted a scheme to the monarch of 
that country, for the establishment of a commercial associa- 
tion, similar to that which he wished to have established by 
the States General, with exclusive privileges to trade beyond 
the Straits of Gibraltar, and to plant colonies in Africa, Amer- 
ica, and other parts of the giobe. His plan was so warmly 
appreciated by Gustavus Adolphus, that an act incorporating 
a Swedish company was passed in 1626. In consequence, 
however, of the breaking out of the German war, and the 
death of the king, Usselinx was doomed to see his hopes 
again blasted. The project was postponed, until Peter 
Minuit, on being dismissed by the Dutch West India Com- 
pany, directed his steps to Stockholm, and by his representa- 
tions, and the patronage of the celebrated Oxenstiem, induced 
Queen Christina to entertain a favorable opinion of the pro- 



' AJsoo in Nieuw Kederlandt meest landt-en Zee-liedeu wouen, en om 
deyne saaken veeltyds malcanderen voor't gerechCe doen roepen, en veele 
niet leesen noch echryven connen, en veele geene duydelyclce echiiften noch 
bewywn brochten, en of eommige yts voorbrochten, was Bomtyds by d'een 
matroiu af boei geschrevcn, meiiiiicliinael heel ondielmctelyck, en gants tegeiia 
de i>>e':iiDg van die geene die 't hadde lalen echtyven, of Ryti veidaiinge gedaen. 
wue;nyt quam, dal den Directenr en raadeii de saaken naer behooren en 
veraysch van reolit.o iiiet ooiide naer wacriieyt weteu. Van Tienhoveu'i 
Answer to Validerdonck'B Reiiioii-lranf,^. 
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• Holm's New Sweden, in Hist. Soc Mem. of Penn. iii., 63 ; AcreliDs' Nbw 
Sweden. 

' " Synde meest bandilen naer do gemelle Zuyt Reviere getranaporteert." 
Hoi. Doe. viii., 34. This ie corroborated by Holm, wlio saya : '■ The generality 
of people who went, or were sent over from Sweden, were of two kinds ; the 
principal of theso conaiated of the company's servants, who were employed by 
tliom in various capacitiea ; the others were those who went to thai country to 
better their fortunes. . . . There was a thuii class, consisting of vagabonds 
and malefactors, who ware to rem^n in alavory, and were employed in digging 
tlie earth, throwing up trenches, and erecting walls and other fortitications." 
Holm, 73, See Hai. Reg. iv., 374. The practice was general throughout 
Europe, in those days, to liaiisport criminals to America. " Such was the do- 
mand.for labor rn America," says Bancroft, " that convicts and InborerB were 
regularly purchased and shipped to the colonies, where they were sold as m- 
dontcd servants." " The history of our coloniiation is a history of the crimes 
of Europe." Hist. United States ii., 250, 951. This remark is fully corrobo- 
rated by Adam Smitli ; " It was not the wisdom and policy, but the disorder 
and injustice of the European govemnienls, which peopled and cultivated 
America." Wealth of Nations, (Hartford Kd. 1818,) ii., 77, 78. 

' Letter from Jerome Hawley, treasurer of Virginia, to Mr. SocreWry 
Wiudebanke, in Lend. Doc. i., S7. 
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BOOK a pretext, for tne Swedes, before long, exhibited signs of 
-^ making a settlement. Pietcr Mey, the Dutch commissary at 
' Fori Nassau, called on Minuit, then, to produce his commis- 
May G. sion. But this he refused, as he already had declined to do 
ill Virginia. He asserted, now, that his queen had as much 
right there as the Dutch, and that he should, by virtue of that 
right, proceed, without delay, to erect a fort. He then sent a 
sloop to the country above Fort Nassau to trade with the na- 
tives, and when she returned with a load of furs dispatched 
her again to the same quarter But tins tjme however, she 
was not allowed to pass the Dutch tort 

Intelligence of these encroachments havmg been forwarded 
to Fort Amsterdam, excited it may well be imagined, consid- 
erable surprise. The Dutch considered that they already liad 
a double title, that of discoveiy and occupinc) to the South 
River; — a title wliicJi wt! iloo sealed with their blood." 
Strong in this conviction, Diiector Kieft i,\pcdited Jan Jansen 
van Ilpendam, one of his commisbiries to the Delaware, with 
orders to keep a sliarp eye on Mmuit and should he discover 
in his proceedings any thing prejudicial to the West India 
Company's rights, to serve on hi n a protest with which he 
was provided. 

On Jansen's arrival he found that the Swudi'-h commander 
had already driven a considerable trade in p(,ltrics, and had 
purchased a small tract oi ht d ■■itinted iipon Paghaghacking 
creek, or the Minquaas kill and included between six trees." 
Here he had erected a trading houae, and commenced a plan- 
tation, having paid a trifle lor the land promising the Indians, 
at the same time, half the crop of tobacco to be raided thereon, 
which, however, the savage afterwards complained he never 
got.^ On the north side of this creek which lies on tlie west 

' The following is the declaiation of Maltehmm, the Indian chief who sold 
the above tract to Minuit : — " Uat als Minuyt met een Echip in 't lant quiun, 
vooT de MioquaBkii bleeff leg^n, waerop hy Sackema doenmaela een huya 
hsddo en woonde: — <liit Miniiyt hem aenboot en gaffeen ketel en andere cley- 
nichaden, veisocht soo veel lanl van hem, altj hy Minuyt een liuys coude optiot- 
ton, en een planlagio tussclien see boomen begrepen, 't weick hy Sackema, hem 
Vercoft heeft ; en beloofde Minuyt hem de helfde van de tabacq die op de plan- 
tBgie sonde waasehcQ, hoe wel hem noyl i^j^evcaJ' 
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side of the South River, some five (Dutch) miles from Nassnu, chap. 
Minuit had erected his fort, whicli, in honor of the queen, his ^^-^ 
mistress, he called Christina, and moreover set posts out, here 
and there, on which he caused to be engraved the letters 
C. R. S., surmounted, in token of sovereignty, with a royal 
crown. Jansen, in pursuance of the orders which he received 
at Fort Amsterdam, served on Minuit, hereupon, the follow- 
ing protest : — 

" I, Willem Kieft, Director-general of New Netherland, 
residing on the island Manhattan, in the Fort Amsterdam, 
under the government of the High and Mighty States Gen- 
eral of the United Netherlands, and the West India Com- 
pany, privileged by the Senate Chamber in Amsterdam, make 
known to thee, Peter Minuit, who stylesl thyself commander 
in the service of her majesty the Queen of Sweden, that the 
whole South River of New Netherland, both upper and 
lower, has been our properly for many years, occupied with 
our forls, and sealed by our blood, which also was done when 
thou wast in the service of New Netherland, and is therefore 
well known to thee. But as thou art come between our forts 
to erect a fort to our damage and injury, which we will never 
permit • as we also believe Her Swedish Majesty hath not em- 
powered thee to e ert tort heat oi s on our coasts and rivers, or 
to «et le people o the lands a ij ining, or to undertake any 
o I e th ng to our p ejud ce now, therefore, We protest 
■iga all uch e croacl n e ts a d all the evil consequences 
fro n tl e ame as blood 1 ed sed t on, and whatever injury our 
tn 1 g CO npany may sufFe a d declare that we shall protect 
our r gl ts n eve j ma ner tl at may be advisable," 

Th s protest had o o 1 er result than to elicit an unsatisfac- 
tory answer from the Swedisli commander. Kieft, thereupon, 
transmitted a second protest, which was also served on Min- 
uit, who, however, refused to notice it, but having completed 
his arrangements, returned homeward, leaving behind him at .une. 
Fort Christina, a garrison of twenty-four men, abundantly sup 
plied with provisions and all sorts of goods.' Kieft, on reilec- 

' Extmcfen uyt versoheyde raisaiven geachreveii door Willem Kieft geweseri 
Direcleur in Nieiiw Noderlant aen cIp BewiiitliebbtTen vau da GeoctroyoBnlti 
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BrwK lion, found the force at his disposal too slender, and his re- 

-y^ sources too scanty, to authorize him to disturb tlie new-comers, 
' protected as they were by a flag so respected as that of Swe- 
den. He contented himself, therefore, with communicating 
all the particulars of the above intrusions to the directors at 
Amsterdam. These authorities, however, received evidence 
themselves of the enterprise of the Swedish Company in 
America, in a more direct and palpable manner than any let- 
ters could convey. A Swedish vessel, loaded with tobacco, 

Oct. having put into the Zuyder Zee, on her return voyage from 
the " West Indies," was seized at Medenblick, by order of the 
branch chamber of the Dutch West India Company at Enck- 
huysen. It was not until the Swedish resident at the Hague 
called the attention of the States General to the circumstance, 
that the arrest was removed, and the sliip allowed to proceed 
home. The skipper's papers, under the authority of the crown 
of Sweden, were then considered satisfactory.' 

The interest exhibited by the States General for the ad- 
vancement of New Netherland, and the earnestness with 
which they urged, in the course of the last spring, the adoption 
of some well-digested plan for the encouragement of a sound 
and moral emigration, which would secure the permanent set- 
tlement of that country, caused those intrusted with the super- 
intendence of the company's affairs to perceive that if they 
did not desire seriously to compromise their influence, the time 
had at length arrived when something must be done to develop 
more actively the resources of the fine and fertile province 
committed to their charge. 

In accordance with these considerations, a committee had 
been appointed which devoted a considerable part of the sum- 
mer to the matters and interests referred to them, and at length 

Aug. submitted, through Johannes De Laet, one of the directors of 
' the company, to the States General, a paper, entitled, " .^ti- 
rles and conditions drawn up and concluded by the Amster- 
dam chamber, witli the approbation of their High Mightinesses 

West Iiid. Comp. ler Kamer van Amsterdam. Hoi. Doc. viii., 50, 51 ; 
Alb. Roc ii., 'i, e ; Haiard'a Register iv., 83 ; Vanderdonck, Verloogli van N. 
H. Andreas Hudde's lieport, Alb. Rec. xvii. 

> Hoi Poo. ii., asa 
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the States General of the United Netherlands, in accordance ''haf. 
with the authority of the XIX., whereby the respective coun- -c^ 
tries and places in New Netherland, and circumjacent thereto, 
shall henceforward be resorted to, traded with, and inhabited, 
according to such form of government and police as may at 
present, or shall hereafter be established there by the company or 
their deputies." The contents of this paper were as foUows ; — 

"I. The company hereby retain unto themselves, and to 
such ministers to whom they shall commit the execution there- 
of, all high and low jurisdictions, together with the exercise of 
this and other appendages of public affairs , to administer, 
regulate, manage, and execute the same, subject to their High 
Mightinesses, in conformity to the instructions to be given 
concerning them, from time to time, by their directors, officers, 
and all others holding office or authority, without it being per- 
mitted to any one, directly or indirectly, to oppose them, on 
pain of correction, according to circumstances, as breakers 
and disturbers of the common peace. 

" II. And inasmuch as it is of the highest importance, that 
in the first commencement and planting of the population, 
proper order should be taken for public worship, according to 
the practice established by the government of this country, 
the same religion shall be taught and preached there, accord- 
ing to the confession and formularies of unity here publicly 
accepted in the respective churches, with which every one 
shall be satisfied and content ; without, however, it being by 
this understood, that any person shall be hereby, in any wise, 
constrained or aggrieved in his conscience ; but each shall be 
fiee to live in peace and all decorum, provided he take care 
not to frequent any forbidden assemblies or conventicles, much 
less collect or gel up any such ; abstain forthwith from all 
public scandals and ofTonces, which the magistrate is charged 
to prevent by all fitting reproofs and admonitions ; and advise, 
if necessary, the company, from time to time, of what may 
be passing there, so that confusions and misimderstandings 
may be timely obviated and prevented. 

" III. The company shall give orders through their depu- 
ties, that all forts, strongholds, and public places, which have 
abeady been bujlt, or shall hereafter be erected there, shall be 
25 
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specially affected to such works and charges to the maintenance 
of which they, at the commencement, were voted and granted. 

"IV. And inasmuch as improvement is more and more 
promoted by the cultivation and peopling of these lands, and 
in order that no person be prevented by private possession 
and occupation from the use of the public streams, creeks, 
bays, and rivers, or by the appropriation of any islands, sand- 
spits, or dry marshes lying llierein, all these shall, first, belong 
to the company which promises to establish, by the Director 
and council, such order concerning the use of these, that all 
inhabitants of those regions shall derive therefrom the greatest 
possible profit and advantage, unless the company may by 
experience be hereafter advised to make other disposition 
therein ; which conclusions and dispositions every one shall 
be bound to follow without any concernment or gainsay. And 
if, however, any person shall be found to oppose himself there- 
to, he shall be corrected, and brought to his duty by the pubhc 
authority. 

" V. Equal justice shall be administered to all inhabitants 
and others frequenting those countries, in all civil and criminal 
matters, according to the forms of procedure and the laws and 
customs already made, or to be enacted ; Expressly charging 
every officer there to contribute to this, and actively and firmly, 
as far as need be ; and that, without any regard to person or 
persons, even in such cases where the matter may principally 
affect the company itself; in which cases the judges shall be 
specially bound to declare on oath, to follow no other order 
or law, than such as is considered to apply to or affect all pri- 
vate individuals. 

" VI. And whereas, all the population cannot be fixed on 
one spot, but must be disposed of according to the inclinations ot 
those going thither, and jn order that the management of affairs 
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be carried on, every inhabitant is bound and 1 Iden ill public c 
charges and offices, such as the magistracy a I tho e of honor - 
and authority, and those which appertain to p ou aiFa s ich 
as churches, willingly, at his place of reside ce to de take, 
and honestly and trustworthily to fill, for the publii. advantage, 
according to his oath and troth, and the instructions given 
therewith, without claiming any recompense or reward for the 
same. But such charges and offices as are onerous, or require 
the whole of a person's time, shall be rewarded at the discre- 
tion of the Director and his council, provided notification thereof 
be given to thecompany, and their approbation therefor obtained. 

"VII. All public servants,, director, councillors, military 
commanders, clerks, skippers, and also all others receiving 
ordinary wages from the company, siiall not, unless by per- 
mission from the same, follow any trading for themselves, or 
as factors, or on commission for others ; much less take any 
lands or farms ; but peaceably support themselves on their 
ordinary wages. And in case it happen that they transgress 
herein, they shall forthwith be degraded from such offices or 
rank as they may be invested with, besides forfeit to the com- 
pany their earned monthly wages, and purchased lands or 
goods which may be found in their possession contrary to this 
article, or the value thereof, should they have traded or con- 
veyed them away ; and the respective officers and justices are 
charged to promote the execution hereof, without any conni- 
vance. 

" VIII. For the maintenance of preachers, comforters of 
the sick, schoolmasters, and similar necessary officers, each 
householder and inhabitant shall bear such contribution and 
public charge as shall hereafter be considered proper ; and as 
regards the form thereof, the Director and council there shall 
be written to, to execute the same on receiving instructions, 
with the least trouble and vexation. 

" IX. The inhabitants there may, for themselves, or such 
others as shall instruct or commission them, build all descrip- 
tions of craft, either large or small, and with the same and no 
others navigate all rivers, and prosecute their lawful trade and 
barter, besides trade therein along the whole coast, from Flo- 
rida to Newfoundland ; and in case they happen to make any 
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t pnzes of the enemy, they sJiall bring such to the place of lesi- 

' dence of the director there, to be sent hither, or by him be 

■ divided there ; one-third part for the company, and two-thirds 

for the captor, provided, that in case the prize be sent here, 

the due portion of the company shall be first deducted. 

" X. And should any wares or merchandise from any neigh- 
boring place there, or from any other kingdom or country, in 
any foreign ships be lajided on the coast of New Netherland, 
and places adjacent thereto, within the limits of our grants, and 
in possession of the company, they shall not be touched nor 
unladen before being duly entered, and the recognitions there- 
upon be paid, which, in consequence of the heavy expenses 
and burdens the company has to incur, shall be reckoned at 
fifteen per cent, on what the said goods shall be estimated to be 
worth there ; and thirty per cent, on whatever shaU be exported 
in said foreign ships. 

" XI. The company shall take under its protection and safe- 
guard all those who resort to, or inhabit the said countries sub- 
ject to their High Mightinesses the Lords States General ; de- 
fend them against all assaults or trouble coming either from 
within or without, with such force as may, at the moment, be 
there, or they may afterwards send ; provided that every one, 
whether trader or inhabitant, who happens to be there, consent 
to be employed with others on such occasion, for self-defence, 
under command of the respective officers ; and to this end shall 
every male emigrant take with him, at his own cost, a musket 
and side-arms, and be enrolled, in case of apparent danger, into 
proper companies or squads 

"XII. In case any person ^hdll disroicr or find in\ min- 
erals, whether gold, silver, or other b^sc melak, precious 
stones, crystals, marble, or such hke, they shall, it discovered 
on the land of the finder, remain his propcrt) on returning, 
after five years, one fifth part of the proceeds, without deduct- 
ing any of the expenses, and thit before such minerals, or be- 
fore-mentioned specie shall be his benefit, or be removed from 
the place where they may be found , but for such as may be 
discovered on another man's land, or on the domain of the 
company, or on unapproprnted hnd the hnder shall be re- 
warded according to the distietion of the diiLctor and council, 
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unless among themselves tiiey agree in a friendly i 

which agreement thus made shall be maintained. " 

" XIII. Besides these general articles, another shall be intro- 
duced, to obey and respect such instructions, manifestoes, and 
commands, as have already been made, or shall hereafter be 
established, with the approbation of their High Mightinesses, 
concerning the planting of the country, and the trade there." 

The patroons, between whom and the directors considerable 
misunderstanding still continued, were unwilling, seemingly, to 
aUow this occasion to pass without making an eifort to enlarge 
their own privileges, or to establish them on such a footing as 
would render themselves more independent, and further be- 
yond the control, of the company. Some parties, strong in 
their interest, drew up, therefore, a draft of a new charter of 
" Freedoms and Exemptions for Patroons," or a " New Pro- 
ject," as it was termed, modifying, and essentially altering the 
charter of 1629, which they caused to be laid, also, before the 
States General for its sanction. 

By this " New Project," the Patroons were to be allowed 
to extend their colonies six {Dutch} miles along the coast, or 
on both sides of a navigable river, instead of four miles on one 
side, or two on both banks, as the original charter allowed. 
Instead of being obliged to send out, within four years, fifty 
persons over fifteen years, they now demanded that the num- 
ber should be forly-eighl, without any regard to age, and that 
the time limited for their transmission should he extended from 
four to six years, exclusive of the first year of admission. 
They further required that themselves, and not the States 
General and the company, should be invested with "the com- 
mand of such bays, rivers, and islands, as they should have 
planted," and be invested with " high, middle, and low juris- 
diction,"' and all other feudal rights ; that they be discharged 
from the obligation which Article IX. of the original charter 
imposed on them, of submitting to the directors, for their ap- 
proval, whatever instructions they may send out or give for tlie 

' That ie, civil as well as oriminal jurisdiction — eirtending to depriTstion of 
life. Such villages as were invested with these, were called " free," or manora 
with Ga[Htal jiuisdiction ; thoae not posses^ng them were simply, manois. Van 
Leeuwen. 
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K government of their colonies, and that they should, in lieu, 
" have the right to send such inslniclions as they pleased, sub- 
ject only to the loose provision of having these generally con- 
formable to the system of police and judiciary obtaining in 
Holland, The company was, moreover, to be bound to re- 
serve and appropriate the fourth part of all their ships, and 
other vessels proceeding to New Netherland, to the accommo- 
dation of the palroons, their freight, and people, while, once in 
every year, a vessel should be dispatched from Amsterdam to 
that country, for the special accommodation of the patroons 
and their settlers, the former of whom were to be always pri- 
vileged to send ships thither, which, in their outward and home- 
ward voyages, were to be invested, as far as the capturing of 
prizes was concerned, witii all the rights of company's ships, 
and be permitted, also, to trade along the coasts and neighbor- 
hood of New Netherland, and to purchase tliere all sorts of 
produce without any exception — thus proposing to throw open 
to the Patroons, but to no others, the trade in furs, corn, and 
wampum, which the company had hitherto claimed as a mo- 
nopoly, and which had already produced so much trouble be- 
tween the parties. 

It was next proposed, by the " New Project," that the Pa- 
troons should be absolutely and forever free from all contribu- 
tions, imposts, and excise, an exemption which the original 
charter limited only to ten years ; that they should share all 
such freedoms and exemptions as the company then possess, 
or hereafter enjoy, and that the right of appeal from the Pa 
troons' courts to the higher tribunal of the Directorand council 
should be abolished, as well as the clause prohibiting manu- 
factures in the colonic, wiiich was entirely omitted in the 
" New Project." It was, further, required that Art. XXVIII. 
of the charter of 1629, should be fundamentally altered, and 
that, in future, the resident-agent or deputy of the Patroon at 
the Manhattes, should be, ex-officio, a member of the Direc- 
tor's council, and have a seat and vote at all meetings and delib- 
erations of that body, in order to be enabled, thereby, to protect 
and advance, as it was alleged, the interests of the Patroons' 
colonists. 

Imitating the policy pursued in those days by other Euro- 
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pean powers, who made tlie r \m rican colonic- rercpticl s 
for those who, by their crimPs oi misfortunes foifpited then - 
citizenship in their native Hnd aid were therefcie banished 
" beyond the ^eas — apohcywhich to their honor be it re 
corded, the Dutch nevur sanctioned — the Patroon-> d(-maii<Jed 
next, that the Stalts General sliouH tumish from among the 
deserters, outcasts paupers vagabonds and convicts of the 
parent country, a supply of senile laborer to be bound to 
work for them for their cloth ng and food a certain number of 
years, after which they should bt entitled to their freedom iiid 
restoration to society and further that oi cry cole nic should 
be entitled to recene twelve black men ard women from every 
prize having negroei on boaid 

After enumerat ng a few other privileges of more or lesi in>- 
portance, this " New Project closed by propo''ing that all pn 
vate individuals, and such as 1 ad not mea is should be es 
eluded from all p'lrticipation in these piopoifLd freedoms and 
exemptions, and should not be allowed to purchase oi acqune 
any land or ground fiom the Indians but thai all such should 
be forced to repair to the colonies of the re'^pective Lords Pa 
troons ; thus dividing and converting into minors for a pnvi 
leged class, to the exclusion of the hardy and industrious pio- 
neer and sturdy and independent yeoman whose wealth con 
sisted in his strong right irm and a virtuous progeny the 
whole country, from the Connecticut to the Delaware save 
and except the island of Manhattans ind Fort Orange the 
lands and islands adjumng the same with the colonies of 
Zwanendal and Pavoma the latter of which the directors had 
already purchased from Michel Paauw for the sum of twenty 
six thousand guilders, or $10,400. These different points 
were to be reserved exclusively to the company for the pur- 
pose of more efficiently enforcing their revenue laws and com- 
mercial regulations.' 

Neither of tiiese plans proved satisfactory to the States 
General. That of the Amsterdam chamber was evidently too 

■ ThiB " new project" wiU be found in Hoi. Doe. ii., 144-166. Van Tien- 
hoven gives the piine p^d for Pavotiia, Hoi. Doc v., 400. Kieft leased a. farm 
in that colonie, in Uio name of tlie con.pBiiy, in July, 1638, (Alb. Roc. i., 55.) 
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BOOK diffuse in several of its clauses. It was not a dedaralion of 
-^ principles, nor a system of government for the administration 
' of the public affairs of the province that was required, but a 
simple plan whereby the settlement of the wild lands, the in- 
troduction of cattle, and of a healthy and moral population, could 
be advantageously, cheaply, and speedily effected, and the 
country permanently secured to the United Provinces. De 
Laet's plan failed in embracing these views, and was pro- 
nounced by their High Mightinesses " unworthy to be enter- 
Sept. 2. tained." It was referred, together with the " New Project," 
back to the Amsterdam chamber, with instructions to appoint 
a committee from their body to meet deputies from the States 
General on the foJlowing Monday, to examine and revise the 
whole subject of New Netherland, in order that their High 
Mightinesses may come to some conclusion regarding the plant- 
ing of colonies and the introduction of stock into that quarter.' 

The result of tJiis reference became soon manifest. Tiie 
monopoly of the New Netherland trade which the West India 
Company had now enjoyed for fifteen or sixteen years, was 
abolished ; the trade, as well as the cultivation of the soil, 
thrown open to every person, whether denizen or foreigner 
who chose to embark in it, subject only to the conditions, regu- 
lations, and restrictions contained in the following important 
proclamation ; — 

' "DeTDOiB: articulen door de voora : Camer TBD AniBterdam ingeetelt, met 
dienst ende Toorteettinge lan de colouien in N. Nedcrlant, niet en syn aenne 
melyck, gelyok dpselve ieggen, ende vinden haer H. M. overauli goet, dat 
deselve geooncipieerde artiGulen ende condltien weder nyt gegeven sullen worden 
Oen Sieur Johannes de laet, Bewinthebber van de W. I. Compagnie, ende 
daerby gevouchl het voors : Nieaw Project, om helBplve aen de voors : Camer 
van de W. L Compagnie lot Amsterdam geconununioeert te wotden, ende hun 
vanwegen haer IL M. aenteeeggen, dat sy jegena Maendaeh naeal coraonde, 
den Ti. deses, herwaerts willen Btuyren eenige Gecommitteerden om met voor- 
gaende Heeren Gedeputeerden van haer H. M. het geheele stuck van Nieuw 
Nederlant nader gevisiteert, ende geoxamineert, ende als dan derselver ge- 
samentlyke consideratieii op het voors : stnk ler vergaderinge van haer H. M. 
ingebraoht te worden,tereinde by haer H. M. op de plantings van colonien ends 
Tee in Nieuw Nedetlant eoodaniga resolutie genomen mach worden, als men 
ten meesteo dicnste van desen stael ende voordeel van de compagnie bevinden 
sal te behooien." Resolution of States General, SepL 2. 1638. Hoi. Doc ii., 
324,025. 
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" Whereas, the Directors of the Privileged West India c 
Company, of the chamber at Amsterdam, are authorized by re- - 
solution of the XIX. to promote and improve the population and 
trade of New Netherland, therefore do they, with the approba- 
tion of their High Mightinesses, hereby make known to all and 
several the inhabitants of these States, their allies and friends, 
who may be inclined to sail thither and cultivate any lands 
there, and with that view to make use of the harbors of those 
countries, that they may forthwith convey thither, in the com- 
pany's ships, such cattle, merchandise, and goods as they may 
find advisable, and receive whatever returns tliey or their agents 
may be able to obtain in those quarters therefor ; on condition 
that ail the goods shall first be brought to the company's store, 
so as to be equally put on ship-board in the best manner, pay- 
ing the following recognitions and freights, the directors taking 
care that they be dispatched thither by the earliest convey- 
ance : — 

" For all merchandise going thither shall, as recognition, be 
paid to the company here ten per centum in money, according 
to their value ; and those coming thence hither fifteen per cen- 
tum there, in specie or money, according to the pleasure of 
the company or their authorized agent, thus leaving eighty-five 
per cent, for their proprietor. 

" And if any person should happen to make a mistake in the 
valuation of his goods, it shall be free to the company to take 
such goods, paying one-sixth more than they are entered at ; 
but all concealed and hidden goods, either here or there, which, 
by secret plans or other deceptions, may be discovered on 
board the company's ships, shall be forthwith forfeited and 
confiscated to the benefit of the said company, without afford- 
ing thereby any legal cause of action. 

" For the freight of cattle and goods which shall proceed 
hence thither, or from that country here, the owners or factors, 
at the respective ports, shall agree with the company, or tlieir . 
officers, according to the value and description thereof, until a 
final arrangement and regulation be made ; and the freight 
shall be paid in money at the place of unloading, and no person 
shall be permitted to touch or remove the same before he make 
it appear that both the recognition and freight have been paid 
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BOOK in ful! ; and further and above, one per centum for each month 
TftTB ^^^^ ^''^y remain in the company's store over fourteen days 
' after being discharged ; for all which the foresaid cattle and 
goods shall be severally answerable, or the owners be spoken 
to in their proper persons according to the choice of the direc- 
tors or their agents. 

" And whereas, it is the iritention of the company to people 
the lands there more and more, and to bring ihcm into a pro- 
per state of cultivation, the Director and council there shall be 
instructed to accommodate every one, according to his condi- 
tion and means, with as much land as he, by him and his 
family, can properly cultivate. Which lands thus conceded to 
any person in the name of the company shall remain the pro- 
perty of the same, his heirs and assigns, provided he shall 
pay to the company, after it shall have been four [afterwards 
altered to ten years] pastured or cultivated, the lawful tenths 
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nature, that tliey will, voluntarily, submit to these regulations, chap. 
and to the commands of the company, and allow all questions — — 
and differences there arising to be decided by the ordinary 
course of justice established in that country, and freely suffer 
the execution of the sentences and verdicts without any fur- 
ther provocation ; and they shall pay for the conveyance of 
their persons and board, m the cabin one guilder ; in the hutte 
[the room in the ship above the master's cabin] twelve stivers ; 
and between decks eight stivers per diem."^ 

' Hoi. Doe. ii., 146, 147, 148-164, 205, 206-923. 
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1639—1647. 



CHAPTER I. 

ConBcquencea of (he opening of the trade — Encouragement to emignitioii — 
English settlers in New Netherlmid obliged to take an oath of allowance — 
Further encroachments of the English — Settle New Hareii — Hartford peo- 
ple oppose the Dutch at Fort Good Hope — Controversy between the parties 
— Grant of Long Island to the Earl of Stirling — An agent appointed by that 
nobleman to settle Ihat island — Further purcliasee by the Dutch thereupon — 
English cross over and commence settlements on the east end of Long 
Island — AdditionHl grants by the Dutch on the western extremity — Lupoid 
removed from office — Cornelia van der Huygens appointed Schout-Rscaal. — 
Other appoiotments — Renewal of the ditferences between the English and 
the Dutch on the Connecticut— Change of commissary at Fort Hope— The 
Norwalk Islands purchased by the Dutch — Additional purchases on Long 
Island — Eari Stirling's agent arrives at New Amsterdam — His pretenuons 
disregarded — A party of English attempt a settlement west of Oyster Bay — 
Dutch expedit}on sent to prevent them — Prisoners taken and dismissed — 
Fonthampten and Southold commenced — English commence a settlement at 
Greenwich — Protested against — Proceedings in Holland regarding New 
Nctherland — A new charter agreed upon by Assembly of the XIX— Pro- 
visions thereol- Laid before the Slates General— Effects of opening the 
fur trade on the Indians— Director Ki>'ft determines to impoao a tribute an 
them— Indians diaeontonted— Occurrences at Statin Island— Propertj be- 
longing lo the company atolen — K-ieft enraged against the Rantajia — Sends 
an expedition against them — 4ttack — Kesult — Prices of sundry commodi- 
ties at New Amsterdam — btill erected on btaten Island — Brandy and other 
liquors manufactured. 

The opening of the trade with New Netherland was the chap. 
commencement of a new era in the history of that country, — ^ 
and communicated a decided impulse both to its settlement 
and the increase of its population. Hitherto few, if any, of 
the company's servants were engaged in agriculture, or indeed 
remained in the country after their term of seri'ice had ex- 
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BOOK pired. But now that free trade was in a manner established, 
-'-^ several of these, who had enriched themselves in the employ- 
' ment of t!ie directors, demanded their discliarge ; set about 
erecting liouses, making plantations, and spread themselves 
abroad seeking out the best land, and the most favorable posi- 
tions for trade with the natives. Others purchased or built 
vessels, to convey goods to the north or south, and all at once 
New Amsterdam rung with the sounds of the axe and the 
hammer, for industry became filled with life and activity. 

The directors in Holland, on the other hand, encouraged 
emigration by all means in their power. Free passage for 
themselves and families was offered to such farmers as were 
desirous of proceeding- to New Netherland, where, on their 
arrival, they were promised to be furnished for six years with 
a farm, fit for the plough, a dwelling-house, a barn, a suitable 
number of laborers, four horses, an equal number of cows, 
sheep and swine in proportion, with the necessary farming im- 
plements, for which they were, however, to be bound to pay 
a yearly rent of one hundred guilders, (equal to S40,} and 
eighty pounds of butter. On the expiration of his lease, the 
tenant was to restore the same number of cattle that he had 
received on entering into possession, retaining for himself 
whatever increase there might have been, in the mean time, 
from the original stock. To those who owned farms, but who 
had not tlie means of providing stock, the company loaned 
cattle for a certain number of years, " on halves ;" that is, on 
expiration of the contract the number furnished were restored, 
with half the increase. In both cases, the risk of death was 
borne equally by the respective parties. In addition to these, 
free settlers were also assisted with clothing, provisions, and 
necessaries, on credit, at an advance of fifty per cent, on the 
prime cost, and in some instances, with loans of money, with- 
out interest.* 

But the emigration, this year, was not confined to this 
class. Some wealthy individuals came out from Holland 
with settlers, and large quantities of stock. Prominent among 
these were Joachim Pietersen Kuyter, of Darmstadt, who had 

' De mimiere die de West ludkche Compagnie gevolcht heefl in 't eersta 
planlen van Bouwerycn. Hoi. Doc. v., 155, 156, 157, aW ; Alb. Hea. ii., 183. 
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formerly been a commander in the East Indies in the Danish chap. 
service ; and Cornells Melyn, of Antwerp, Patroon of Staten ■— .-" 
Island. These gentlemen were encouraged by the Assembly 
of the XIX. to settle in New Netherland, and were accom- 
panied by their families.^ 

The population received accession, likewise, from New 
England and Virginia. In the former colony, the persecuted, 
forgetting the principles for which they had been obliged to 
remove to America, turned persecutors, and now withheld the 
privileges of citizenship from all who refused to square their 
belief according to prescribed rule, or who were not members 
of a peculiar church ; and denying freedom of conscience, 
and political rights, to such as differed with them on abstruse 
points, which possibly neither party clearly understood, pun- 
ished a minority for their " heresy" by incarceration or ban- 
ishment. Such a course necessarily produced discontent ; 
" to escape from the insupportable government of New Eng- 
land," numbers, nay, " whole towns" removed to New Nether- 
land, to enjoy, among the Dutch, that religious liberty denied 
them by their own countrymen ; wliile several persons, whose 
time of service had expired in Virginia, where they had be- 
come familiar with the process of raising and curing tobacco, 
repaired now to the Manhattans, with a view to continue there 
the cultivation of that plant, which was in such general de- 
mand, and from which such large returns were to be ob- 
tained.'' 

The number of English residents, now under Dutch jurisdic- 
tion, became sufficiently large to direct the attention of the gov- 
ernment to the necessity of obtaining from them some guaran- 
tee for their aOegiance, They were therefore called on to take 

We find menlion made this year of " Cherry trees and peaches on a farm near 
Fort Amsterdam." Alb. Rec. I, 109. De Vries saw the Peach tree for th« 
first time in Virginia in 1633. 

' Joachim Fieters Kuyter en Cornelis Melyn, met permissie en welgevallen 
van de Vei^oringe van de XIX. der Geneiael W. I. Comp, sieh met 
Trouwen ende kinderen ende met hurgeriyke middelen neven? een groote 
aontal van beestialon in den jaere 1639 Hyt dese landon naer N Nederlandt 
gelransporteerl. Hoi. Doc. iii., 365. 

' " Het laiit heeft nooyt begonnen gopenpeleert te wcrd™ vnnrdat de Vry- 
heid gegeven was dat y^er met do Wilden mochte handeleii ; alsoo lot die tyt 
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BOOK and subscribe an oath of fidelity " to their High Mightinesses 
-— -" the Lords States General, his Highness of Orange, and the 
' Noble Director and Council of New Netherland ; to follow the 
Director, or any of his Council, wherever ihey shaU lead ; 
faithfully to give instant warning of any treason, or other detri- 
ment to this country that shall come to their knowledge ; to 
assist to the utmost of their power in defending and protecting 
with their blood and treasure, the inhabitants thereof against 
all its enemies."^ 

To the eastward, in the mean time, the English continued their 
encroachments. Theyno longer looked on the Connecticut as 
their western boundary. They longed for the fertile lands be- 
tween that and the North River, and accordingly had, already, 
established themselves on a spot called Roodeberg, or Red 
Hill, by the Dutch ; but to which the English gave the name 
of New Haven.^ They purchased, likewise, several tracts 

toe niemant raaeckten aldaer te Teiblyven tot dat lyn verbonden lyl uyt- 
Bouden lyn, en daerover ds culture van 't lant luttel achten ; jae eelfis de colo- 
nie van Rensseiaorawyck was noch van cleyne conaequentJe ; maef sooras ala 
't seive was toegelaten, veole dienaars die le goet hadden by de compagnie, 
BOchten haer paapoort, boude huyzen, ende maeckten plantBgies, verstrooide 
haer wyt ende breet, yder Eoeckende het beete lant, ende naeat gologon te lyn 
van de Wilden omme afeoo bequaemlyk mot haer te connen handelen; an- 
dere koften barcken ammo daermede oro Zuydt ende Noordt te vaeren coop- 
inanEchappen ; ende alsoo de Heeren Bawiuthebberen vrye passagie gaven van 
Hollant herwaerta aen, heeft ter oock eenigen doeu comon: D'Engeleche aeii 
d' andereeyde quamen mede beyde van Virginia ala Nieuw Engelant. Eerste- 
lyek veel servaanta, die haer tyt by haer meeaters uytgedicnt hadden, omme 
goede gelegentheyt van alhier labaek tecomen planlon ; dacmaor de buyB- 
geainnen, ende enfelyck by heele colonie, selfft gedwongon van aldaer 1« ver- 
Irekken, boo omme vryheid van coneoientie te geniclon, alao het inaupportabel 
gouvemement van Nieuw Engelant te ontgaen." Joumaol van Nieuw Neder- 
lant. 1S47 ; Report and Advioe, Appendijt E, 

' A complete list of thoae who subacribed this oath does not appear on tlie 
Record, owing to the ravages of time. The following are the only names 
appended to it : — John Hathaway, Richard lirudnell, Abraham Lowmay, 
Francis Leslie, Edward Willaon, George Homea, WJlham WillLamBon. 
The three last attached their marks. Alb, Rec, ii. Abm. Page, Tomaa 
Belcher, Petet Buyley, "from Newheert, in Someisetahiie," and Richard 
Pither, Irishman, are also mentioned as reridents under the Dutch at this 
time. Geoi^ Homes and Thoa. Hall built a house this year, at a place which 
they called Hopton, near the Deutel Bay, two miles above Curler's Hoeok, 
now corrupted to " Turtle" Bay. 

' " They desired that their friends at Connecticut would purchase of (he na- 
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from the Indians in the adjoining districts, north, east, south, chap. 
and west, on which they planted numerous towns. So rapidly — ^^ 
did their settlements fili up, that Hartford already contained, at 
this period, a fine church, and more than one hundred dwell- Jium 9. 
ings, and the mfant city of New Haven, a handsome place of 
worship, and more than three hundred houses. Strong in iheir 
numbers, they now absolutely denied to the Dutch all right or 
title to any possessions on the Fresh River, and carried their 
pretensions to the length even of ploughing and sawing the 
company's lands around Fort Good Hope, where they vio- 
lently assaulted, and severely wounded, some of the men in 
charge of that post, whom they found at work in the fields, 

Gysbert op Dyck, who had command of some fourteen or 
fifteen soldiers here, promptly protested against this unwar. 
rantable aggression ; but the English governor attempted to 
justify the encroachments of his countrymen on Dutch terri- 
tory by saying, that the lands lay uncultivated — that the Dutch 
had been there already several years, and had done nothing to 
improve the country ; and that " it was a sin to leave such 
valuable lands uncultivated, when such fine crops could be 
raised from them ;'" a course of reasoning which, however 
conclusive it may appear to the party using it, cannot very 
safely be received as a justification of the proceedings for which 
it was intended as an apology ; since, if admitted, it would at 
once afford to every person, who may incline to covet his neigh- 
bor's goods, a satisfactory plea to appropriate them to his ovra 

It became now evident, that the spirit which had overrun 
the main, would not allow itself to be stayed by the narrow 
channel which intervened between that and the opposite and 
tempting shore of Long Island. The plea which justified the 
seizure of the Connecticut would be equally valid here, for 
here, also, " the lands lay uncultivated." Even were it not 
sufficient, an additional pretext was aff'orded by the fact that 
the Plymouth Company had taken upon itself to grant, at the 



re pioprietotB for Ihem all the land that lay between theinselveB and HndsoA ■ 
iver, which was in part eflected." Magnalia, B. i., e. 6, 
■DeVrieB. 
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ROOK request of Charles I., in 1635, t!ie whole of Long Island to 

IRSQ ^i"'^'" Alexander, Earl of Stirling, who, in the early part of 

the following year, appointed an agent to dispose of the lands, 

thus conveyed to him, to all who were desirous to purchase 

and settle them. 

Kieft clearly saw, soon after his assumption of the govern- 
ment, the necessity of securing, by additional purchases from 
the Indians, this island, which the Dutch esteemed " the 
crown of the province," and which lay so contiguous to Fort 
Amsterdam. He therefore purchased, in the beginning of this 
Jan. 15. year, from the native proprietors, that portion of the island ex- 
tending from Rockaway eastward to Sicktcw-kacky on the 
south side, and thence across to Martin Gerritsen's, or Cow 
Bay, on ilie north shore; by which purchase, and that of the 
preceding year, he embraced within the company's jurisdiction 
nearly the whole of the present county of Queens.' 

The first English settlers from the main land crossed the 
Sound, shortly after this, and began a plantation at the eastern 
extremity of Long Island, where Lyon Gardiner purchased, 
this year, from Lord Stirling's agent, for a trifle, the island of 
Monchonock, containing an area of over three thousand acres. 
This was the first English settlement witliin the present limits 

' Maehoawodt, chief of Marossepinck, Sinhank, otherwiee called Sohtmt's Bay, 
[now Maiihassett,] and the dependencies thereon, eells to the W. I, Co., with 
the consent of Kficamoc, hia cousin Swatterwochkouw, Kaokpohoc, Ketachquae- 
was, joint owners, all the lands to them belonging on Long Island, begiimiDg 
on tbe south dde of said Island, from Beckouw-hacky to Sicketew-hacky, and 
the said Sicketew-hacky in its breadth In Martin Gerritsen's (or Cow) Bay, Bud 
from thence in its length foi the most part on and along the East River to tho 
Vlaeck's liill, the above Indians to have the piivilege to plant maize, hnuC and 
iiah on said lands. I5th January, 1639. Alb. Rcc. GG, 59, 60; iiiL 8. 
The Rockaway Indiana (Bays Thompson) were soattored over the southern 
part of the town of Ilempstoad, which, with part of Jamaica and the whole of 
Newtown, were the bounds of their claim. The grealBi part of the populalion 
was at Near Rockaway, and as far west as the present site of tho Marine Pa- 
viUon. Those Indians who resided at the head of Maspeth Creek in Newtown 
were a portion of this tribe. HiaL I^mg Island, L 99. Martin Gerritsen's bay 
lies west of Oyster Bay. Three creeks empty themselves into it, two of which 
are navigable. On the smallest of the three was situated the Indian yillage of 
Matlinekoocfc, which consisted, in 1650, of thirty Indian families. Previous to 
that date there was a vast number of natives settled hereabout, but they gradu- 
ally disappearpd. Van Tirnhovbh, HoI. Doc, v., 137 ; Alb. ReR. xx.., 1. 
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of this state ; and the pkce has ever since been called Gardi- chap. 
ner's Island, after the original purchaser.' The Dutch, whose — '~ 
settlements on Long Island had preceded those of the Eng- 
lish by many years, were equally active on the western ex- 
tremity. Grants were made in the village of Breuckelen to 
sundry individuals ; we find a farm in progress this year at 
Gowanus ; and a commencement made in Gravesend, in which 
town Anthony Jansen of Sallee, a French Huguenot of re- 
BpectabiUty, who arrived in the country, with his brother, in 
1630, obtained a grant of one hundred morgen, or two hundred 
acres of land.^ 

Little else worthy of note occurred during the remainder of 
the year, if we except the execution of one of the soldiers for 
mutiny against the Director, and the removal of Ulrich Lu- 
poid, the Fiscaal, or Attorney-general, from office. He was 
succeeded by Cornelis van der Huygens, who came out from July 
Holland with a commission from the directors of the company 
as Schout-Fiscaal of New Netherland, at a yearly salary of 
three hundred and sixty florins, and an additional sum of 
three hundred for board. Lupoid continued, however, in the 
public service as commissary of wares and merchandise, and 
occasionally assisted as member of the council. Some addi- 
tional regulations were made to enforce order and regularity Aug. 
among the mechanics and laborers in the company's employ, 
who were directed to proceed to and cease from work only 
" at the ringing of the bell," Gillis de Voocht was appointed 
superintendent over them. Claes van Elslant and Wybrant 
Pietersen were removed, in the course of the winter, from 
office as inspectors of tobacco, and commissaries Jacob van 
Curler and David Provoost appointed in their stead ; but the 
latter subsequently lost his place as commissary, on charges 
of neglect of duty, and being incorrect in his accounts, and 
was succeeded by his assistant Mauritz Jansen. OiofF Ste- 
vensen, who had arrived in the colony in 1637, attached to 
the military service of the company, was transferred in the July i. 

' A lineal descendant of this gBnlleman was mattied recently to Mr. Tyler, 
late Fraetdent of the United States. 

' Tliompaon'a Long Island,!. 304 ; ii., 170,218; Alfa. Rec. i., 116 ; Wood's 
IiDog iBland, 9. 
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"m*^ '^°^'^^^ '>f this summer to the cwil department, as commissary 
ifi^ of cargoes, at a salary of thirty guilders, or $12, per month.' 



' Alb. Rec. ii., 57, 61, 83, 39, 133. Oloff Stevensen, or Olofp Stevens 
VAN CoaTL*sDT, as he subsequenlly signed his name, left the company's ser- 
vice in 1648. On becoming; a freeman he embarked in trade, bnilt a brewery 
in New Amsterdam, and became wealthy. He was Colonel of the Burghery, 
or city tramed Bands, in 1649, in which year he was also apptanted one of 
the Nine Men. Ho was one of the wgners to the Remonstrance transmitted 
to Holland ag^nst the ntaladminisliation of Director Kieft, and the high-handed 
meaBures of Director Stuyvesant. In 1 654 he was elected Schepen of the city 
of New Amsterdam, and in 1G55 apjiouited Burgomeester, which office he 
filled almost iminterruptediy to the close of the Dntch government. His place 
of rewdence was in the Brouwer-straat, now Stone-street. He had the char- 
acter of being a worthy citizen and a man most liberal in his charitieB. He 
had seven children, tii. totephanus, who marned Gertrude Schuyler ; Maria, 
who married JeremiaB van Kensselaer, twelfth of July, 1GG2; Catherine, who 
married, first, John Derval, and secondly, Frederick Phillips ; Cornelia, who 
married Barent Schuyler , Jacob, who married Eva Pluliips ; Sophia, who 
married Andrew Teller , and John, nho died unmarried. Oloff Stevens van 
Cartlandt died some time subsequent to 16!:S3, leavmg his son, Stephanus, then 
a highly respectable merchant in New York. 

On the death of his brother-in-law, Jeremias van Kensselaer, in 1675, the 
affdrs of the colonie of Rensselaerewyck were administered conjointly, during 
the minority of Kiliaen van Rensselaer, (then twelve years old,) by the Rev. 
Nicolaus van Rensselaer, Mde. Maria van Rensselaer, and Stephanus van 
Cortlsndt. Nicolaus had the directorship of the colonie ; Mde. van Rensselaer 
was the treasurer ; and Stephanus van Cortlandt had the charge of the books. 
Four hundred eehepels of wheat were appropriated to defray the yearly ex- 
penses of this administration, of which Dam. Nicolaus (who then otTiciated as 
second clergyman in Albany) received one half. The remainder was divided 
between Mde. van Rensselaer and her brother. Dom. Nicolaus dying in 1679, 
the chief management of the minor's aSkira devolved on his mother and uncle. 

Stephanus van Cartlandt purchased, hi the year 1683, large tracts from the 
Indians, in what are now the countios of WuEtchcster, Putnam, and Duchess, 
for which he obtained a patent from Gov. Doiigan in 1635, whose fees for the 
north half alone are said to have amounted to three hundred pieces of eight. 
Those lands were erected into what has since been called the Manor of Cort- 
landt. He died leaving twelve children, who intermarried with the De Peyeters, 
Beekmans, Skinners, Bayards, De Lanceys, and Tan Rensselaers. Though 
Ihe manor has, in consequence of alienations and sales, long since ceased to 
Biist except on parchment, the Van Cortlandt family continues to be one ol 
the most respectable, as it is one of the most ancient, in this state. At the 
breaking ont of the Revolution, one of the branches of the family was resident 
iu England, the descendants of which have Muce intermarried with many 
piembors of the British nobility. 
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The spring of 1640 opened with a renewal of the dif- limp. 
ferences between the English and the Dutch on the Con- TTT^ 
necticut River, touching the title to the soil around Fort Hope. 
Commissary op Dyck being about to make preparations for 
sowing the ground in the rear of that post, advised Mr. Hop- April 
kins, governor of Hartford, of his intention, and warned him, 
at the same lime, against permitting any of his people to in- 
terrupt him, Hopkins, however, pertinaciously denied the 
validity of the Dutch title to the land, and maintained tliat 
the English had acquired their title from the right owners — 
that he was prepared to prove, by a chief of the Morahtkans, 
residing near the Pequods, that the latter never owned the 
soil, and that the right owners had left for the purpose of ob- 
taining assistance from their friends. Op Dyck, on the con- 
trary, insisted on the superior right of the company — referred 
to their long possession, which dated many years before the 
Enghsh knew of the existence of the river, and to their pur- 
chase, which had been made with the approbation of the na- 
tives. Whereupon the English governor called on the Dutch 
commissary to exhibit his title. " Show your right," said he, 
" we are prepared to exhibit ours ;" adding, at the same time, 
that he was desirous to live in peace with the Dutch. To all 
this op Dyck responded in suitable terms. He wished only 
to use the companv's lands. But to this neither the gov- 
ernor, nor tlie English people, would in any wise consent. 
On the contrary, the constable was sent with a posse of some 
ten or eleven men, who attacked the Dutch on the following April 
day, while engaged ploughing the field in dispute, beat the 
horses, and frightened them so that they broke loose. They 
then returned next morning, and sowed the groimd which the 
Dutch had ploughed. Conamissary op Dyck protested forth- AprU 
with, hut Governor Hopkins refused to make any reply to this 
protest, " as it was written in Low Dutch." He called again on 
the commissary to produce his title. " The king," he said, 
" would support the English in their right as firmly as the 
Prince of Orange would the Dutch," The commissEuy main- 
tained that he was not bound to produce his title ; and as for 
the king of England, he well knew that his majesty did not 
desire to do any thing that should injure another. Hereupon 
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BOOK he took hia departure, and sent a party to plant barley in the 

i"fidft field. These were also driven oiF. Op Dyck then went him- 
■ self to do the work, but the English remained on the watch, 
and would not suffer him to proceed. Evert Duyckingh, 
another of the company's servants, having, in the mean time, 
succeeded in getting into the field with a hat full of barley, 
commenced sowing the grain ; but had not proceeded far 
when he was knocked down with an adze, from which he re- 
ceived a severe wound on the head. Op Dyck was, thereupon, 
obliged to withdraw his men, having previously warned the 
English of the injury and wrong which his masters had sus- 
tained at their hands. These criminations and recriminations 
did not terminate here. The English were, evidently, de- 
termined to hunt the Dutch from the river. They, therefore, 
continued their aggressions in every possible shape during the 

May remainder of the year. They seized the horses and cows be- 
^^- longing to Fort Good Hope and impounded them for trespass. 

Jnna The clergyman of Hartford seized a load of hay, which a 
Dutch driver was conveying to the fort, and applied it to his 
own use without giving any thing in return ; and when the 
crop became ready for the sickle, the English drove oif the 

Aug. men sent by the Dutch commissary to cut it down, and har- 
vested it themselves.' It was in vain that op Dyck protested, 
or the Director-general remonstrated. They lacked either 
the will, or the means to vindicate their rights, and the people 
of Hartford treated them accordingly. Op Dyck proceeded, 

Oct.25.some time after this, to Fatherland; and Jan Hendricksen 
Roesen was appointed commissary of Fort Hope, with a 
salary of thirty-sis guilders per month, equal to $173 per an- 
num, and his board.* 

The Director and council were, in the mean time, actively 
engaged purchasing the claims of the Indians to the soil in the 
neighborhood of the island of Manhattans. In the hope of 
staying the incursions of the English, who continued to extend 
their settlements westward, and in order " to maintain the 
charter and privileges granted by their High Mightinesses to 
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the Noble the West India Company, in New Netlierland," -hap- 
Cornelis van Tienhoven, secretary of the province, was dis- "-- 
patched early in the spring to the " Archipelago," to purchase ^pju* 
that group of islands, which lay at the mouth of tlie Norwalk ^^■ 
River, " and all the adjoining lands, and to erect thereon the 
standard and arms of the High and Mighty Lords the States 
General ; to take the savages under our protection, and to pre- 
vent effectually any other nation encroachini' on our limits, or 
making incursions on our land and t t y ^^ ^^rtl obe- 
dience to instructions directing th p 1 th n n a of 
the States General, of the Prince f O g d f tl West 
India Company, of all lands de i p P f 1 H and 
pasture, Director Kieft bought, in tl t 11 w g m 1 from May 
" the great Chief Penhawilz," head of the Canarsee tribe, all 
the land left to him by his father on Long Island, with all his 
hereditary rights and titles thereto.' This purchase, togetiier 
with that from the Rockaway Indians, before mentioned, com- 
pleted the Dutch title to all the lands bounded on the west by 
the East River, and on the east by the present county of Suf- 
folk, which two points embraced all the territory on Long 
Island, over which the Dutch ever exercised jurisdiction.^ 

While Director Kicft was fancying that he had thus secured 
himself against all further encroachments on the part of the 
English, a Scotchman, named Farrett, presented himself at 
Fort Amsterdam, and claimed Long Island, under a commis- 
sion from the Earl of Stirling. But his pretensions were 
utterly disregarded and himself dismissed, and forced to with- 
draw, followed by the jeers of the mob.' He was, however, 
not well gone, when a party of emigrants from Lynn, in the 

' Alb. Rec. ii., 78, 83. The Canaraee tr be claimed the whole of the lands 
now included within the limits ot K Dgs County and a part of the town of 
Jamaica. Thompson, i., 93. 

' The Hon. Samuel Jonea, in his Notes on De \\ itt Clmton's Diecourae, 
says, " The posseffiiona of the Dutch on Long Island never estended above 
(hirty miles east of New York ' N Y Hist, hoc Trans ni , 334. 

' In den jaar 1640 is by don Directeur Kieft gecomen een Soboieman, met 
een Engelsa commisMe eo pretendeerden dit Linge Eylandt , dochzyn pretens 
warde niet veel geaebt ; dus vertrock by weder Bonder yetwes uytterechten, 
ale alleenlyck dat hy het slecbto volck wat induceerden Van dcr Donck, Ver- 
tooah van N. N 
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BOOK colony of Massachusetts, crossed the Sound, and landed at the 
• west side of Cow Neck, on territory belonging to llic Dutch, 
■ where they commenced a settlement. They were not 
May far advanced in their operations, when Sachem Penha- 
witz gave information to the authorities at Fort Amsterdam, 
" that some foreign strollers had arrived at Schouts Bay, where 
ihey were actually engaged building houses, felling trees, and 
that the aaid vagrants had even hewn down the arms of their 
High Mightinesses." Doubtful of the correctness of this un- 
expected intelligence. Director Kicft immediately sent Com- 
missary van Curler to inquire into, and report on the matter. 
This messenger corroborated, on his return, the information 
given by the sachem. The arms of the High and Mighty 
Lords the States General had been contumeliously torn down, 
and a fool's head carved, in derision, on the tree to which they 
had been afiixed. 

This intelligence created considerable sensation at Fort Am- 
sterdam. Secretary van Tienhoven was ordered to proceed, 
without delay, with an armed force to the ground, " to surprise 
and surround the English, but to avoid having recourse to arms ; 
to inquire who pulled down the escutcheon of their High Mighti 
nesses ; by what authority it was done, and to bring the tres- 
passers to the fort to defend their conduct, taking beforehand 
an inventory of their goods." If, however, there was no hope 
to conquer the English by force, the secretary was then to 
avoid bloodshed by all means, and to protest against the in- 
truders. 
May At the break of day. Secretary van Tienhoven departed, 
accompanied by the under-sheriff, a sergeant and twenty sol- 
May diers, and arrived, at the same hour on the following morning, 
■ on the ground where the English had commenced their settle- 
ment. He found one house built, and a second in progress of 
being raised. Howe, the leader of the squatters, had, how 
ever, withdrawn from the threatened danger, with all his party, 
except " eight men, one woman, and a babe," whom he left to 
answer for the trespass and outrage which had been commit- 
ted. 

On demanding the authority under which they had acted, 
this party answered that they were empowered to settle there 
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by a Scou:hman named Farrett, Lord Stirling's agent, who chap. 
left for the Red Hill, after he had thrown down the Dutch ■-:^ 
arms. Thereupon six of the trespassers, viz. Job Gears, 
George Wells, John Farrington, Philip and Nathaniel Cartland, 
or Kertland, and William Archer, or Harcutt, were conveyed 
to Fort Amsterdam ; two men, the woman and child having 
been left behind in charge of the property. Van Tienhoven 
and his prisoners arrived at the fort on the I5th May. 

On the following day, the prisoners were examined on in- May 
terrogatories before the Director and council. It appeared that 
they came originally from Buckinghamshire in England, and 
that they had been afterwards induced by Howe and Farrett to 
remove from Lynn, in Massachusetts, to Long Island. Their 
innocence of any intentional trespass having become manifest, 
they were liberated by the Director-general a couple of days May 
afterwards, " on condition that they should leave the territory 
of their High Mightinesses." This they engaged to do under 
their signatures. 

Director Kieft forwarded a statement of these proceedings 
to Governor Dudley at Boston, and took occasion at the same 
time to complam of this invasion of the Dutch territory. But 
the English governor represented that he had no authority over 
those people. They had voluntarily departed from his juris- 
diction. 

Howe and his associates returned to Long Island again 
in the fall. Immediately after their ejection, Farrett granted 
them a tract of land " bounded between Poaconeck and June 
the easternmost point of Long Island, with the whole o. s. 
breadth from sea to sea," " in consideration," as he acknowl- 
edges, " of barge-hire, and of having been driven by the 
Dutch from the place where they were by me planted, to their 
great damage, together with a competent sum, amounting to 
four hundred pounds sterling," for which he gave his receipt. 
Here they planted the flourishing town of Southampton, in 
the possession of which they remained undisturbed. The ad- 
joining town of South Old, on the north side of the island, 
was settled about the same time by some people from New 
England, without any opposition from the Dutch, wlio seem 
to have paid no attention to that section of the country. This 
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BOOK indisposition did not extend, however, to the parties who haa 
r^i ^^^^l^^'^'i^ themselves east of the Manhattans, on the main, 
' in the spring of this year, at Petuquapaen, now called Green- 
wich. Director Kicft protested against them, and warned 
them that they should he driven from their holdings, if they 
did not submit to the authority of his government. Such 
were some of the salutary effects of the firmness exhibited 
by the States General in 1638, and of the determination which 
they then expressed, to protect New Netherland against the 
attacks and invasions of foreign princes and potentates.' 

The interests of New Netherland were, meanwhile, occu- 
pying the attention of the authorities in Holland. The States 
jai;. General had already appointed, at the begmning of the year, 
several deputies to confer witli the Assembly of the XIX. 
concerning the differences between the Patroons and the com- 
pany. These were instructed, at the same time, to suggest 
some plan whereby the country itself might not only be pre- 
served, but its settlement promoted, and its inhabitants obtaiu 
the best possible privileges. This subject of reference 
engaged the consideration both of the Assembly and of the 
July deputies from the States General until midsummer, when, with 
^^' the approbation of their High Mightinesses, a new charter 
of " Freedoms and Exemptions, for all Patroons, Masters, and 
private persons, who should plant colonies in, or convey cattle 
to New Netherland," was agreed upon. A copy of this im- 
July portant paper was laid before the States General, a few 
'^- days afterwards, by the Honorable Elias de Raedt, who was 
duly accredited by his co-directors for that purpose. 

' Alb. Reo. ii., 84, et Boq. ; Winthrop's Journal, 204 ; Winthrop's N. Bug. 
ii., 4, 5, 6, 7 ; Leechford, 44 ; Hoi. Doc. is., 198 ; Lond. Doe. i., CO, 61, G3. 
The data of Fartetfe deed of the Southampton grant ia stated in the last- 
mentioned " document" to have beeu ISth June, 1639. There ia evidently au 
error here in the year ; all the Dutch and English authorises fix the date iu 
1640. Mr. Tliompson represents Farrett (Hist. L, I. ii., 53) as protesting 
against the English for having entered on the above lands, of which pro- 
ceeding, it ig added, he disapproved. The protest Mr. Thompson has pub- 
lished must have reference to some other transaction, as it will bo seen by the 
eitract above given from Farrott's deed of sale, that he acknowledges the Eng- 
lish had been planted hy him. He could not, tlierefore, very properly havo 
protested against Ihem. 
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This charter essentially modified that already granted. In chaf. 
the first place, the privileges confined by the charter of 16S9 — -^ 
to " membera" of the West India Company, were now ex- 
tended to " all good inhabitants of the Netherlands," who 
were permitted to send three or four agents in the company's 
ships to examine the country, cabin-passengers paying fifteen 
stivers a day ; those who went in the " orloop," or 'tween 
decks, to have their conveyance and board gratis. In case 
the land selected by these should not turn out afterwards as 
good as was expected, they were privileged to change it for 
more suitable localities ; but the period allowed Patroons for 
completing the number of fifty settlers, which they were 
obliged to convey to their colonies, was limited to three instead 
of four years ; one-third of the quota to be sent over annual- 
ly. The extent of future colonies was to be confined to one 
(Dutch) mile, calculated at 1600 Rhineland rods, instead of 
four, along a coast, bay, or navigable river, and to two only 
into the interior of the country. But no two Patroonships on 
different sides of a river or bay siiould be selected right oppo- 
site each other, the company reserving to itself, as before, 
the lands between colonies, to dispose thereof as it might think 
proper ; and all Patroons and colonists were to allow free pas- 
sage by land and water to each other at tlie nearest point, and 
with the least damage, submitting themselves, in case of dis- 
pute, to the decision of the Director-genera! for the time be- 
ing. To these Patroons were to be continued the feudal priv- 
ileges of erecting towns, appointing olEcers over the same, 
(saving the company's rights,) with " high, middle, and lower 
jurisdictions," exclusive hunting, fishing, fowling, and milling, 
(grinding,) within their manors, to be holden as an eternal 
heritance, to devolve as well to females as to males, and to 
be redeemed on each such occasion, on the renewal of fealty 
and homage to the company, by the payment, within a year, 
of one pair of iron gauntlets and twenty guilders,' with the 
understanding, that in case of division of the fief, or manor, 
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BOOK the parts were to possess the same privileges as the whole, 
•-'V---' each part to pay a similar fee as the whole, in case it should 
'devolve to the original grantors. 

Whoever should hereafter convey himself, and five souls 
over the age of fifteen years, to New Netherland, was to be 
acknowledged " a master, or colonist," and entitled to claim 
one hundred morgen, or two hundred acres of land, with the 
privilege of hunting in the public forest, and fishing in the 
public streams. If, by these means, the settlement of masters, 
or free colonists, should so increase as to become towns, vil- 
lages, or cities, the company was bound to confer subaltern or 
municipal governments on them, to consist of magistrates and 
ministers of justice ; which were, however, " to be selected 
and chosen by the Director-general and council, from a triple 
nomination of the besl^qualified in the said towns and villages, 
to whom all complaints and suits arising within their district 
shall be submitted ;" but from these courts, as well as from 
those of the Patroons, an appeal was to lie to the Director- 
genera! and council, where the sum in dispute exceeded one 
hundred guilders, or forty dollars, or where infamy might at- 
tach to the sentence ; as well as from all judgments in crimi- 
nal proceedings, where the same was allowed by the custom of 
Fatherland. The protection of the company was guarantied, 
in case of war, to the colonists ; but these were bound to take 
proper measures for self-defence, each male adult emigrant 
providing himself, in Holland, at his own expense, with a fire- 
lock, or musket, of the same calibre as those in use in the 
company's service, or a hanger (verjager) and side-arms. 

" No other religion was to be publicly tolerated or allowed in 
New Netherland, save that then taught and exercised by au- 
thority in the Reformed Church in the United Provinces," for 
the inculcation of which the company promised to support and 
maintain good and fit preachers, schoolmasters, and comforters 
of the sick. 

The commercial privileges, accorded by the charter of 1 629, 
were not only continued unchanged as far as Patroons were 
concerned, but now extended to all free colonists and inhab- 
itants of New Netherland, and to the several partners of the 
company, on the following conditions ; That all goods to be 
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sent from Holland to that country, and intended for sale, chap. 
whether by the company, the colonists, or the partners, should -^^ 
be brought to the company's warehouses to be examined, and 
the duties thereon paid at the rate of ten per cent, on their 
prime cost ; the cargo not to be broken before the arrival of 
the vessel at New Amsterdam, or such other place as the 
company may designate ; and five per cent, on all return 
cargoes, the value of which was to be determined in Holland, 
beavers, otters, and other peltries excepted, which were to pay 
to the Director-general and council an export duty of ten per 
cent, in cash, before leaving New Netherland, for the payment 
of which a receipt was to be produced on pain of confiscation 
of the furs. But no person was to leave New Netherland, 
with any goods obtained in barter there, without first register- 
ing them and obtaining a permit from the Director and coun- 
cil, and binding themselves to return, with their vessel and 
cargo, to the United Provinces, where they were to discharge 
their freight into the company's magazines according to their 
manifest, under the penalty of losing both ship and cargo, in 
case they had broken bulk, or of having any goods on board 
not duly entered. 

This charter having, next, abolished the clause prohibiting 
the maJiufacture of woollen, linen, and cotton cloth, and other 
stuffs, and repeated the pledge to supply the colonists " with 
as many blacks as possible," the company declared that they 
reserved unto themselves all great and small tithes ; waifs ; 
estrays ; forests ; the right of coining money ; making roads ; 
erecting forts, and using the same in peace and war ; founding 
cities, towns, and churches ; maintaining the supreme and 
sovereign authority, the interpretation of all differences arising 
out of these privileges, with the express understanding that 
nothing already granted to the Patroons, relating to " high, 
middle, and low jurisdiction," should be, hereby, changed or 
diminished. 

The company, finally, pledged itself to appoint and support 
witliin the province a governor, competent counsellors, officers, 
and other ministers of justice, " for the protection of the good 
and the punishment of the wicked," To this governor and 
council were to be committed all questions touching the free- 
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BOOK doms, sovereignty, domain, finances, and rights of the General 
- West India Coreipany ; complaints in cases of privilege, un- 
' usual innovations, whether by foreigners, neighbors of New 
Netheriand, or by the inhabitants of the latter country ; to- 
gether with the supervision of all customs, usages, or laws, 
with power to declare tiie same corrupt, or to abolish them as 
bad, if found so to be ; they were also invested with the care 
of minor children, widows, orphans, and other unprotected 
persons, regarding whom, or whose affairs, application was to 
be made to this court holding prerogative jurisdiction ; as well 
as of all matters relating to possession of benefices, fiefs, 
cases of lesse majestatis, religion, and all criminal affairs, and 
the administration of the laws and justice in all matters in 
which the interests of the company were concerned. Of 
such importance was this new charter considered, that the 
several provinces composing the States General demanded 
copies thereof, with a view of communicating to their re- 
spective constituents, and of making more generally known, 
the favorable conditions on which immigration was now in- 
vited to New Netheriand.' 

Though the opening of the trade with the interior was pro- 
ductive, in the iiist instance, on the island of Manhattans and 
its immediate neighborhood, of considerable benefit, by the 
increase of population — planting of bouwcries— 'introduction 
of stock — cultivation of tobacco and corn, and clearing and 
preparation of new lands,^ it must be acknowledged, at the 
same time, that the temptations of the fur-trade were, on the 
other hand, so great, owing to the quick and excessive profits 
which it promised or produced, and the free and careless 
habits it engendered, that it is a matter of great doubt whether 
it was not, eventually, a greater injury than service to the 
community, and an obstacle rather than an encouragement to 

' Hoi. Doc. ii., a34, 935, 339-3G3. 

* In plaals van bbtoii bouweryen ende twee a drie plantsgiea, die alhier 
waren, sagh men dartich bouweryen eoo wel geboflwt ende met bestiael veraen 
Bta in Europa ; en hondert plantagies, die in twee a drie jaareii oook gefor- 
maerde bouweryen sonde geweeat bebben. Want naerdal den Tabak uyl da 
gTODt was, wort daer koren ingcsmeten Bonder ploegen. Des Winters was 
men beaich omnne nieuw landen te prepatsren. Journal vaji Nieu NederlanL 
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' IbiA ■ Alb. Ree, ij„ 65, 81. 
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BOOK This combination of unfavorable circumstances required 

-— ^— but a slight addition to convert into estrangement wliatever 

' good understanding or friendship hitherto existed between 

the natives and the new-comers ; and this provocation was not 

long wanting. 

Tlie inhabitants of Rensselaerswyck, who numbered at the 
time as many traders as individuals, noting the avidity with 
which the Mohawk sought after fire-arms, wilhngly paying the 
Enghsh twenty beavers for a musket, and from ten to twelve 
guilders for a pound of gunpowder, were desirous to share so 
profitable a trade. They commenced, accordingly, to furnish 
fire-arms to these Indians. The profits which accrued be- 
came soon known, and traders from Holland soon introduced 
large quantities of guns and other munitions of war into the 
interior. The Mohawks, thus provided with arms for four 
hundred warriors, swept the country from Canada to the soa- 
coast, levying tribute on the surrounding terror-stricken 
tribes.' 

The latter, especially such as dweh along the North River, 
endeavored not the less to place themselves, as far as weapons 
went, on an equality with the Mohawks, and importuned the 
Dutch settlers for fire-arms. But as the Director-general had 
forbidden the furnishing guns or powder to the Indians, on pain 
of death, the solicitations of the river tribes were in vain, and 
they remained, comparatively speaking, as defenceless as be- 
fore. 

It was while the aborigines were thus indisposed and irri- 
tated, that Director Kieft had recourse, in conformity, as he 
alleged, to orders from Holland, to the highly impolitic meas- 
ure of taxing the Indians, as before mentioned ; a proceeding 
the more unwise, as it eventuated in a long and ruinous war. 

' Deee extraordinaire wiuste wert iiiel lange secreet gehouden ; de Coopluy- 
ien ayt Holland comende, hebbeii haest vernomen, ende van tyt tot tyt groole 
msnnichls overgebracht, Buodat men de Maquaae in corten tyt gesien heeft 
met vierroers, kiiiyt en loot naer advenant- Vier hondert gewapende manneii 
hebben haer voordeel weten le gebrayclten, voomameDtlyoktegen haer vyan- 
dan, woonendo langs do Bivlere van Canada, daer sy nii yeel ptofytelyok tiigli- 
ten opgsdaen hebben, ende vanteyooren lultel yoordeals haddoo ; dit doet haer 
Oook ontaiea syii van de omlegende wllden, tot aen de zeeoust ioe, die liaof 
([sneralyck tribdyt moeten geven. Jouinael van N. N. 
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The Indians expressed their astonishment at this proceeding chaf. 
in loud murmurs against " the Sakema of the fort, for daring -'■^ 
to make such exactions." Sneers and reproaches followed 
" The Sakema," they said, " must be a mean fellow : he had 
not invited them to come and live here, that he should now 
take away their corn." The Dutch they reviled and despised. 
" They were Materiotty, or men of blood ; they had neither 
Great Sachem nor Chief," alluding to their country being a 
republic, " and though they may be something on water, they 
were good for nothing on land."' 

The feelings of the Indians towards the Dutch assumed, 
from this date, a manifest change, and such an appearance of 
hostility, that the Director-general considered it necessary to May 
call on every inhabitant to provide himself with a gun, and to 
keep the same in good order. Notice was issued at the same 
time to the people, that they should be warned, in case dan- 
ger occurred through the night, by the discharge of three can 

' DaBrorer de Wllden niet miuder gelracht hebben ora roera te boeomen 
ende door de geiueensaainheyd die sy met de onee hadden, bejronden haer te 
saliciteeren omme, roere ende kniyt ; maei alsoo sulx op de galge veiboden 
vias, ende 't eelve niet eekreet Houde conneii blyven, door de groote conversatie, 
soo hebboD By niet connen obtineren. Dit heeft, boneffens de voongp cleynaoh- 
tinge, de haet aeer vermeerdoert, dat haor beweeght heeft tegcn ons te cou- 

den, one acheldende voor Materiotty : (dat is te seggen :) Bloode Manschen , dat 
wy wel ystste water niochten weaen, maer te lande niet ea dochten; endat wy 
Bonder Groote Sackima, ofte oversten waren. Joumael van N. N. : compare Da 
Vries ', also Report and Advice in Appendix E. ; Van der Donck says expressly, 
that Kieft alleged that the tribote on the Indians was levied conformably to or- 
ders from the directors in Holland, and that this led to the war. His wordv 
ate : — " Ja, het staet van den oorloch, volgens het seggen van den Dr. Kieft is 
in liet Vaderlandl mede eerst geaaeyt Want de Directeur seyde eipres ordre te 
hebben, om de oontribulie van de Wilden le votderen." And again : — " Da oor- 
saake van deeen oorloch oordeelen wy te weeen het voideren van de contributie, 
daer de Directeur ordre van de Majores toe secht le hebben." Vertoogh van 
N. N. Van Tienhovea does not undertake, in his defence of the colonial ad- 
mlnistratjon, to deny the exaction of this tribute, but endeavois to palliate its 
injUBtioe, by saying that no contribuUon in com was ever received from the In- 
dians without having been paid for twofold, " for these people," he itdrjs, " are 
BO Btingy that they would not give a herring unlesB they got a codfish in retum." 
The directors positively deny having ever authorized any such contribution, oi 
been cognizant of its having beea levied. Hoi. Doc. v., 30. Kieft's order, how- 
ever, le inserted at length in Alb. Bee. 11. 

S9 
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BOOK non shots, at which signal they were to appear, anned, at the 
-— ^ fort, each person under his respective corporal.* 

When parties are indisposed the one towards the other, 
little is required to produce collision. Some of the company's 
servants landed, about this time, on Staten Island to take in 
water, on tiieir way to the South River. Before they re- 
embarked, they stole some hogs belonging to their employers 
and to Captain David De Vries, who then had an infant settle- 
ment on that island. The blame was thrown on the Indians 
who lived on the Raritan, some fifteen or twenty miles distant, 
and whose guilt seemed the more probable, as they were charged 
with having made an attempt, only a short time previous, to 
seize a yacht sent to that quarter for furs, and to kill its crew, 
who, however, escaped with the loss of their canoe. 

Prudence, it might reasonably be supposed, would have 
prompted Kieft to pass over, in the present escited state of 
feeling among the Indians, these petty aggressions, and to 
have endeavored to calm irritation by inquiring into, and re- 
moving the causes of any discontent that might exist. But 
pradence formed no trait in Kieft's character. The stealing 
of a few swine, and an isolated attack on a boat, which event- 
uated in scarcely any loss of property, and no loss of life, was 
declared to be " a case of great consequence," affe ng h 
dignity of the States General, the respect due to the on panv 
July and its interest, and Secretary van Tienhoven was d spa che 1 
■ with an armed force of fifty soldiers and twenty sailo nn le 
the command of Hendrick Gerritsen, skipper of tl e sh p 1 e 
Neptune, to attack the Indians, destroy their corn, and to make 
as many prisoners as he could, unless the savages should sue 
for peace and pay damages. 

Arrived on the ground, Van Tienhoven lost all control over 
■lis followers, who demanded permission to slaughter and 
plunder the Indians at once. The secretary, irritated at this 
insubordination, quitted the party, warning them that they 
should have to answer for whatever mischief might result 
from their disobedience. But all his monitions were disre- 
garded. He had not retired three-quarters of a mile, when 

' Alb. Bee. it, 82. 
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one of the Indians was shot ; the chiefs brother, whom the chap 
party had taken prisoner, was barbarously butchered by Go- -?~ 
vert Loockermans, one of the party. Similar acts of cruelty 
were committed by others, after which the soldiers returned, 
having burnt the crops belonging to the Indians, leaving, how- 
ever, one Ross, the supercargo of the Neptune, dead on the 
field. 

The effects of this injudicious proceeding were soon per- 
ceptible. Cornells Melyn, Patroon of Staten Island, brought 
out a number of farmers to settle his colonie, but in conse- 
quence of these hostilities, several of them were deterred 
from going on the island, as they originally intended, and the 
progress of this settlement was, for the moment, interrupted.' 

The settlers in and around New Amsterdam were generally 
supplied at this period from the company's store with what- 
ever goods they required, at fised prices, being, as already 
stated, fifty per cent, advance on their prime cost. A list of 
these prices was posted in a conspicuous place for public in- 
spection. The value of produce and imported goods was as 
follows I — Indian com, 60 cents ; barley, 2 dollars ; peas, 
$3.25 ; wheaten flour, 1 dollar, per schepel of three pecks ; 
pork, 5 stivers ; fresh meat, 5 stiv. ; butter, 8 stiv. ; tobacco, 7 
stiv.; driedfish, 12stiv.(or2YorkshiUings)perlb.; hard bread, 
15 stiv. ; cabbages, $13 per 100; staves, $32 per 1000 of 
1200 ; a hog, 8 dollars ; rye bread, 5 stiv., wheaten bread, 7 
stiv., corn bread, 4 stiv. per loaf; sour wine, $31 per hhd. ; 
Spanish wine, 4 stiv., French wine, 10 stiv. per quart; sugar, 17 
and 24 stiv. per lb. ; grogram, 1 dollar, kersey flannel, $1.20, 
cloth, S dollars, white linen, 18 to 20 stiv., red flannel, $1 .20 per 
ell ; children's shoes, 36 stiv., or six York shillings a pair ; brass 
kettles, 40 cents apiece. The inhabitants complained, it is 
right to add, that the goods in the company's store were over- 
valued ; a complaint which was subsequenUy admitted to have 

' Alb.Rec.L,a63;iL,95, 96;Hol.D©c.iii.,165;v„314. De Vriee saye Van 
Tienhov^n took one hundred anned men along with him, but thai it was a^inst 
his ordera to kill and jidunder. Another authority represents the party to have 
been composed of " eighty soldiers." I follow the text of the Alb. Kec. Kieft 
is accused of having given to the soldiers themselves, at the moment of embw- 
kation, even harahar orders than those he gave to Van Tienboven. 
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BOOK sufficient foundation in fact, for Ulrich Lupoid, the storekeeper 
-"■^ in charge, was found guilty of extortion and malversation, and 
■ sentenced by the Director and council, by and with the advice 
of the principal inhabitants, to removal from office ; to pay, 
in addition, a fine of eighty dollars, and to be banished to Hol- 
land. His sentence was, however, afterwfards remitted on 
Lupold's petition ; but he was ordered to satisfy the compa- 
ny for his malversations. 

The first ardent spirits ever made in America, were manu- 
factured, it is said, at the close of this year in New Netherland, 
by Willem Hendricksen, a native of Wesepe in Holland, who 
Dea erected a private still on Staten Island, for Director Kieft, 
from which, during six or seven months that it was in opera- 
tion, he ran a considerable quantity of brandy and other strong 
liquors. Hendricksen was allowed twenty-five guilders per 
month while thus employed.' 

' Alb. Kec. i., 156, 231, 232, 240, 248 ; ii., 107, 116. Hoi. Doc v., 105, 
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CHAPTER II. 

Murder of one of the eompan3''s slaves by 8 th g 

termine which should be executed — Seen t tl pi 
lamatiaua against drunkenness, and regul t g h 
people intrude on the South River — Frote t d g 5 
culties on the Connecticut— Colhaion betw th V 
—Rev. Hugh Peters sent by Moasaohu ttfl 1 E 
proceed to Holland to settle the lifficalliee between Connectlcat and New 
Netherland — Propoeitious submitted to the West India Company hy Gover- 
nors Winlhrop and Haynea — Several English families propose removing from 
MaasachuEetla to Long Island — Privileges gr t d t th m—A w lonie 
planted behind Newark Bay — Stalen I d gr d H — O set- 
tlements at Hoboken — Increased misu d rsta d g n I dians 
and the Dutch— The latter set a price on h h d. h Ran an Peace 
concluded betwe«o both parties — A Weuk sq k d asi gs a 
Dalch settler to avenge the murder of hi mm d w ears 
previously — Kieft demands the murderer His urr d re d Th rant- 
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To those who were superstitiously disposed, and whose an- c 
ticipations of the future received a coloring fronii passing ^ 
events, the year I64I opened, in New Amsterdam, with an 
ill omen. The first month of the new year had not counted 
many days, when that " village" was thrown into considerable 
eicitement by intelligence that a murder had been committed 
behind the fort. Six of the company's slaves had perpetrated 
the horrid deed, A fellow-slave was their victim. As there 
was no evidence, however, against them, torture, the common 
expedient of the law in such cases, was resorted to for the 
purpose of extorting self-accusation from the prisoners. But 
to avoid this terrible engine, the latter confessed that they had 
all jointly committed the act. The court was in a dilemma. 
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BOOK The company could not afford, in the scarcity of laborers, to 
j^^ lose six of its negroes. Justice could not be defrauded. The 
Jan, difficulty was solved by a resolution that lots should be drawn 
1'- in order to determine which of the six should be executed. 
The lot fell on Manuel de Reus, "the giant," and he was ac- 
cordingly sentenced to be hanged. 
Jim. On the appointed day, the village of New Amsterdam 
poured forth its scanty population to witness the execution of 
the murderer. He was placed on a ladder in the fort, with 
two strong halters around his neck. The fatal signal was 
given, and the unfortunate man was turned off, when, horrid 
to relate ! both the ropes broke, and " the giant" fell prostrate 
to the ground. Forthwith the inhabitants and bystanders cried 
aloud for pardon with great ardor ; and so strong were their 
appeals, that the Director-general granted the culprit his life, 
under a pledge of future good behavior. 
April Some municipal regulations were issued in the course of 
"" this spring for the better observance of the Sabbath, and to 
check the prevailing vice of drunkenness on tliat day. The 
tapping of beer during divine service, or after ten o'clock at 
night, was strictly forbidden, under a penalty of ten dollars for 
each offence. Measures were also taken to prevent the de- 
terioration of the currency, which heretofore consisted, en- 
tirely, of " the good splendid seawan, usually called Manhat- 
tans' seawan,'' four beads of which were equal to one stiver. 
But now, " nasty, rough seawan," fifty per cent, cheaper, was 
surreptitiously introduced from foreign places. This drove, 
according to the laws of currency, the better sort out of circu- 
lation; nay, threatened "the ruin of the country." This 
, ^ inferior article was therefore condemned to pass at five for one 
IB. stiver during the following month, and afterwards at six, at 
which rate circulated, subsequently, the loose, unstringed 
wampum, which served the community as change.' 
'The progress of these municipal reforms was, however, 

'AIb.Bec.ii., 108.109,110, 111, 118, 119. " Ter lyda van den Directenr 
Kielt ^ng de Seewui voor viei die goel wdb ; ende losse lompen wierden op 
BM (tncx in een etuyver gestelt ; de redenen noerom de lease seewan niet is 
af^eeet is, om datter geen gelt anders hebbende, veel verlieaen Boudea." Van 
lleuhoven. 



db,Googlc 



now interrupted by the further attempts of the EngHsh at New chap. 
Haven to usurp another section of the Duith territory. A ~-~^ 
number of famihes — some fifty in all — belonging to that quar- 
ter, had become dissatisfied with their settlement on account 
of the sickliness of the place, and concluded, in the fall of the 
past year, to seek a more favorable climate and to remove to 
the South River, which country they claimed as part of Vir- 
ginia. This expedition sailing in the beginning of April, in a 
bark belonging to a Mr. Lamberton, a New Haven merchant, 
put into New Amsterdam in its progress south, and communi- 
cated its designs to the Dutch authorities. 

With the encroachments of the New Haven people at the 
east, and of the Swedes on the Delaware, fresh in his recol- 
lection, Director Kieft could not but look with an unfavorable 
eye on this movement, which would, in the nature of things, 
only add to the competition the Dutch were already contend- 
ing against on the South River, in their trade with the natives, 
as well as to the difiiculties which their title to the soil was 
already encountering. He considered it, therefore, to be his 
duty to express his disapprobation of the proceeding on the 
threshold, and accordingly ordered the following protest to be 
served on the interested parties : 

" I, WiLLEM KiEFT, Director-geneial in behalf of the High April 8. 
and Mighty Lords the States General of the United Provinces, 
of his Highness of Orange, and the Noble Lords Directors 
of the Privileged West India Company, residing in New 
Netherland, make known to you, Robert Cogswell, and your 
associates, not to build nor plant on the South River, lying 
within the limits of the New Netherlands, nor on the lands 
extending along there, as lawfully belonging to Us, by our 
possessing the same long years ago, before it was frequented 
by any Christians, as appears by our forts which we have 
thereon ; and also the mouth of the rivers sealed with our 
blood, and the soil itself, most of which has been purchased 
and paid for by Us, unless you will settle under the Lords 
the States, and the Noble West India Company, and swear 
allegiance and become subject to them, as the other inhabitants 
have done. Failing whereof, we protest against all d 
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BOOK and losses which may accrue iheiefrom, and desire to be 

-*-*- holdeji innocent thereof." 

To this protest, Cogswell, who lay in the stream opposite 
Fort Amsterdam, replied, that it was not his intention to settle 
under any government, but to select some spot over which the 
States General bad no authority ; and in case no such place 
was to be found, it was his determination to return ; or, if he 
settled within the limits of their High Mightinesses, to become 
subject, and swear allegiance to them.' With this explana- 
tion the party was allowed to proceed. On their arrival at the 
place of their destination, they purchased from the Indians 
large tracts of land on both sides of the SoutJi River ; began 
to plant and set up trading-houses on Varken's Kill, or Hog 
Creek, and a short time afterwards fortified a post on the 
SchuylkilL^ 

With the return of the season for putting in the crops, the 
difficulties were renewed between the Dutch and the English 
on tlie Connecticut. Pieter Colct, Evert Duyckingh, and 

April Sybrant Sybols, set about preparing tlie company's lands 
around Fort Good Hope, but had not progressed far when a 
number of Hartford people came along. " Ye are smart far- 
mers to be abroad so early in the morning," was their first 
salute ; " but the ground ye work on is ours !" Pieter Colet 
would not submit to any such pretension. " We plough our 
own ground," he replied, " and we are determined to maintain 
our right." " What !" retorted the Englishmen, " will ye 
three resist the whole English village V And thereupon they 
fell on the Dutch servants, and beat both them and their horses 
off the ground. Colet and Duyckingh proceeded immediately 
to Governor Hopkins and Mr. Haines for redress. But the 
question of title was here mooted again, and the Dutchmen 
left, repeating their determination — " please the Almighty 
God !" — to plough their own soil. They kept their words. 

April Two days afterwards they proceeded again to work, and were 
again driven off by the Hartford men, who not only threw 
their implements of husbandry into the river, but ran a strong 

' HoL Doo. ii., aos. 

* Hazard, ii., 313. AcielioB, Hist, of New SwedeiL 
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fence of palisades across the road leading from the fort to the chap. 
woods, in order to cut off all communication between the for- -y^ 
mer and the interior, so that the Dutch could procure neither May' 
fuel nor any other necessaries. In addition to this, they im- **■ 
pounded the company's hogs and cows, and, though the Dutch 
broke down the fence and threw the palisades into the river, 
the English continued their annoyances in all possible ways. 

Hendrick Roesen, the recently appointed commissary of 
this post, having deceased shortly after his arrival on the Con- 
necticut, his widow, Elsje Goosens, transmitted intelligence of Muj' 
these unneighborly and unjustifiable proceedings to Fort Am- ^^^ 
sterdam. The Director-general and council ordered Doctor 
Johannes La Montague to repair, with fifty soldiers and aJuneG. 
couple of yachts, to Fort Good Hope, to defend that post and 
prevent a recurrence of these hostilities ; but this expedition 
was subsequently countermanded, owing to the continued mis- 
imderstandings with the Indians. The authorities at Hartford 
seem to have felt as much aggrieved by the resistance of the 
Dutch, as the latter felt injured by the attacks of the English. 
They took immediate steps to confer with the governor and June 
council of Massachusetts on the subject, but the latter, with- 
out determining the case for either side, recommended the 
Hartford people to be more moderate in their proceedings, 
and to allow the Dutch more than thirty acres of land, which 
were the limits to which the English had restricted Fort 
Good Hope.' 

The news of the fall of Strafford and of Laud had now 
reached the English colonies. " Upon the supposa! that great 
revolutions were at hand," the general court concluded to send 
delegates to England, to congratulate the people of that coun- 
try on their happy success ; to assist them by their advice in 



' Hoi. Doc. ix., 199, 200, 201, 202, 203 ; Alb. Rec. ii., 123. Hazard's 
State Papers, iL N. Y. Hist, Soo. Coll. i., 274, S7S. Winthrop alludes (Hist. 
N. Eng. IL, 33) to this order of Kieft's to eend troops Co the Connecticut, and 
then adds, " but it pleased tbe Lord to disappoint theii puipoae at that time, ibr 
the Indians falling out with them, killed some of their men at the Fort of 
Orange," [this is an enoi, it was at Stalen Island ;] " whereby Ibey were 
forced to keep theu' soldieis at home to defend tliemselvee." Winthrop's Jouni. 
224,225. 
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f establishing a right form of church-government, and to explain 
to their creditors the reasons which prevented them sending 
remittances at that time. The individuals selected for tliis 
important mission were the Rev. Mr. Welde, pastor of Rox- 
bury ; Mr. Hibbins, of Boston ; Mr. John Winthrop, a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts council; and the Rev. Hugh Peters, 
pastor of Salem, since well known on account of the active 
part which he took against Charles the First, the unhappy 
monarch of England ; the fiery zeal which he evinced in favor 
of the usurper Cromwell ; and the great misfortunes which 
he suffered after the Restoration, and which terminated only 
by his death on the scaffold.' 

' The Rev. Hugh Peterb, the descendant of a wealthy and ancient Englieh 
family, was bora in 1599, and graduated at Cumbridge, England, in 1623. He 
received holy orders from Dr. Mountain, Bishop of I»)iidon ; but in consequence 
of the active part wliieh he took against the hisliops, he was forced to leave the 
country, and to retire to Holland, where be officiated as minister to an English 
congregation at Rotterdam. He proceeded to New England in 1634, and was 
there elected minister of the church at Salem, and officiated afterwards tn the 
great meeting-house in Boston, at which place he enjoyed a high reputaUon 
and was much respected. ARer a residence in New England of seven years, 
he was sent by the colonies aa their ambassador to the parliament of England, 
for the purposes mentioned in the text, and also to obtain some favorable com- 
mercial privileges. On his arrival, he found the civil War at its height, and at- 
tached himself to the Parliamentarians with a, " zeal which overwhelmed his 
judgment " He visited Holland in 1643, in several cities of which country he 
preached so violently against Charles I., that the English ambassador, Bos- 
nell, was under the necessity of complaining of him to the States General. He 
dehiered a series of diseourses to the English congregation at Amsterdam, in 
which he accused the king of escituig the Catholics of Ireland against Crom- 
well and his partisans in that country ; and such effect had these sermons, that 
crowds of women, it is said, gave their wedding-rings to supply the English 
malecantents with funds. The Dutch connived at the whole of these proceed- 
ings. Peters was subsequently appointed chaplain to Cromwell, of whom he 
was BO thorough a partisan, that he gave God thanks for the Drogheda mas- 
sacre, where between three and four thousand people were put to death in colli 
blood. In the part he took against Charles I., his opposition assumed the 
character of the bitterest pasaon, and he is represented as having uttered the 
moat terrible denunciations against that unfortunate monarch in the sermon 
which ho preached before his majesty previous to his e:[eculion. " Bind fast 
your king with chains, and your nobles with fetters of iron," were the words 
which he is said to have taken for his teirt, when he compared Charles to Ba- 
reWjBs, and the red-coats to saviours and saints, " not inferior to those who sur- 
round the throne of God." But it is to be hoped that in this particular Ihe 
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As Mr. Peters had, by his previous residence in Holland, chap. 
become well acquainted with many of the directors of the •— ^" 
West India Company, the governors of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut considered this a favorable opportunity to en- 
deavor to enter into such arrangements with that body, as 
might obviate the recurrence of those late collisions which 
had disturbed public harmony on the Connecticut River. In 
this hope, they furnished the Rev. Mr. Peters with the follow- 
ing letter of credence,' accompanied by a series of proposi- 
tions, which, if concurred in by the directors, would, they ex- 
pected, be productive of beneficial results. 

" Whereas, the bearer, Mr. Hugh Peters, minister of Salem, Oci. 
is sent, at the public request, to England, to negotiate with 
the present parliament there about such matters as concern us, 
which we confide to his care and fidelity, this is to authorize 
him, if occasion permit him to go to the Netherlands, to treat 
with the West India Company tliere, concerning a peaceable 
neighborhood between us and those of New Netherland, and 
whatever he shall further think proper touching the West In- 
dies ; wherefore we have agreed and consulted with each 
other, in a matter of such great importance, God willing, to 



is overcharged, for Dr. Lingard Eaya, " it sliould Iw recorded to the 
honor of (hat fanatical preacher," that it was at the request of Hugh Peters, 
that Dr. Juxon, Bishop of Loudon, had been permitted to attend on Charies 
preparatory to hie deatli. After the Restoration, the Rev. Mr. Peters was ac- 
emed as a regicide. His trial was a. Eceno of flagrant injustice. He was 
allowed no counsel, and was sentenced to die, though oven false witnesses did 
not substantiate the chaises oq which ho was condonmed. He was hanged on 
the I4th Oct. 1660, eihibituig, even at the gallows, (he most indomitable cour- 
age. " You may do your worst," was his lost address to his unfeelmg execu- 
tioner ; and with these words " the first freeman of Massachuaetts who lost lus 
life for opposition to monarchy," was launched into eternity. His course and 
his character have been differently appreciated by friends and enemies. Those 
praise and these asperse, according as bias has swayed their judgment Who- 
ever wishes (0 arrive at a just conclusion, may consult Bancroft's U. S. 1, 383 ; 
ii., 33 ; Aitzema, ii., 936 ; Von Reaumer's Pol. Hist, of Eng. il, 399 ; BDd 
IJngard's Hisi Eng. x., 957. 

' Winthrop'a New Eng. U., 25, 26, 31, 32 ; Journal, 925 ; Hubbard's New 
Eng. 371, 432, 433. Hubbard, copying Winthrop, eaya that Peters did not 
carry a commission with him to treat wilh the West India Company. Bat in 
this, it will be seen, all these New England authorilies are in error. 
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BOOK reduce the particulars to be treated of, to such propositions as 
' shail be presented on coming together. 

igned) "John WiNxnaop, 

Gov. of Massachusetts. 
" John Havnes, 

Gov. of Connecticut. 
" This lOlh day of Oct. 16il, in tlie Bay 

of MaEsachusettB, in New England." 

The " propositions" referred to in the above letter, and sub- 
mitted to the West India Company, were : — 

" I. That the Honorable Company will be pleased to devise 
some expedient for tlie settlement of the limits between New 
England and New Netherland, or at least lo define for us their 
limits. 

" II. That their Honors will wholly abstain from molesting 
oui people on the Fresh River, alias the Connecticut, since 
we are willing that indifferent persons, if any such can be 
found, may examine our title. 

" III. That the said company will set a price on their plan- 
tation, if they have any intention to part with it. 

" IV. That if any Englishmen should remove from our dis- 
trict to the continent of the West Indies, being provided there- 
for with all necessaries, except ships and ordnance, which the 
company should furnish, what conditions would they be willing 
to require ? 

" V. That the company, knowing that the English in Amer- 
ica amount to about fifty thousand souls, may be pleased to 
inform us in what manner we can be employed in advancing 
the great work there, being of the same religion with them- 
selves, and such as we hope may be trusted, and furnish us 
with an analysis of such government as they, in conjunction 
with us, would be wilhng to grant there. 

" VI. That the company would be pleased in all things to 
see in the inhabitants of New England, who number about 
forty thousand souls, a people who covet peace in their ways, 
the planting of the gospel above all tilings, and not to cause 
trouble or injury in any manner whatever to the company."* 

■ Hal. Ddc. ix; aUi, 335. The above is a translation from the Dutch, and 
pOGBibly may not accord in all expressions willi the English origioal. 
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What issue followed these propositions we are unable to chap. 
determine. The terrible crisis that had overtaken England ■ 
and the English monarchy, absorbed exclusively all men's 
teiition. New England and New Netherland were for the 
moment alike forgotten. It is evident, however, that a desire 
very generally prevailed among the English at the east, to re- 
move to the territories of the West India Company. A con- 
siderable number of " respectable Englishmen" came in the Jane e 
course of this summer from Lynn and Ipswich, Massachu- 
setts, to examine the Dutch lands on Long Island, and to treat 
with the Director-general for permission to settle, with their 
clergyman, there. This permission was readily accorded on 
the following very favorable terms, in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the charter of 1640, which formed the basis of all 
future grants from the Dutch to the English. 

They were to take the oath of allegiance to their High 
Mightinesses the Slates General and the West India Compa- 
ny, and in return, to enjoy free exercise of religion, and if they 
desired to have a magistracy from among themselves, they 
were to be allowed to nominate three or more persons from the 
most respectable among them, from which the Director-gene- 
ral would select one or more schepens, or magistrates, to be 
invested with power to decide definitively in all civil cases to 
the amount of forty guilders, or sixteen dollars, above which 
sum an appeal was to lie to the Director-general and council. 
In criminal cases, they might proceed to, but not inflict capi- 
tal punishment. They were empowered to erect towns, but 
could not construct forts except by special leave. Lands 
were to be shown to them free of expense, and whatever 
ground they might select, they were to hold free of rent or 
taxes for ten years ; at the expiration of which time, they 
should be holden to pay the tenths of the produce. They 
were, in addition, to enjoy free hunting and fishing, and un- 
shackled commerce, conformably to the privileges granted to 
New Netherland, but they were bound, in return, to make use 
of the weights and measures of the country,' 

' Alb. Esc. ii., 129, 123, 169. The above privileges were those of a eimplo 
manor. Sohepena were town magiatrateB whose anthorily was confined lo 
causes between private individuals ; matters of municipai polity ; management 
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BOOK The families above referred to did not follow up their in 
ifiTT ^"^°" '^^ moving to Long Island. Though satisfied with the 
" very fair terms" which the Dutch authorities offered, and 
which, with few exceptions, were similar to the immunities 
which they enjoyed in Massachusetts ; their court was of 
fended at their " strengthening the Dutch, our doubtful neigh- 
bors," and at their accepting from them that which the king 
had already granted by patent to the Earl of Stirling. They 
viewed, also, with particular displeasure, the assent wiiich ihe 
English had given to the " oath of fealty." The consequence, 
Oct 6. therefore, was, that the proposed emigration was prevented, 
and the parlies were persuaded to remain in New England.' 

Respectable Dutch planters continued, however, to take an 
interest in the settlement of the country. A new " colonie," 
of which Meyndert Meyndertsen, the Heer Nederhorst, was 
Patroon, was established in the beginning of this year on the 
main behind Staten Island, and extended from Achter Cul, or 
Newark Bay, north to Tappaan. Comelis Melyn, a Dutch 

1640, merchant, who visited New Netherland in 16.39, had obtained 
July 3. from the directors in Holland an order for Staten Island, 

authorizing him to erect the same into a " colonie." But 

1641. having, on his voyage out, been taken prisoner by the " Dun- 
Feb. kirkers," who had also captured his vessel, he was obliged to 

apply to the company for a passage for himself and family, 
Aug. which obtaining, he arrived in New Netherland in the middle 
of the following summer, with his wife, children, servants, 
and a small venture valued at about one thousand guilders, ui 
the ship the Eyckenboom, or Oak Tree. On the 19th June. 

of town revenues and the welfare and eecurity of their locality, bo far as the 
game was perm tl d by Ih abo n ned charter. The nomina^on by Uie 

people of a d bl t pi nun be f n which the eiecutive was to choose 
the person person t be n sk d as mo^Btratee, was in conformity to 
the custom p al at n manj p rts f Holland, wliera the inhabitanta of 
various loc It d wn t 16 subm d a double list to the Sladtholder, 
from which h le« d e I If t be m gislrates. A somewhat similar cus- 
tom prevails m England and Ireland, where the cirouit judges aubmit the 
names of three gentlemen as sheriffs, from which list the crown " pricks" one 
to be coranumoned as high sheriff of the county. See Van Leeuwen'fl Com. ; 
also Institutions Jidiciaues, m., 165, 166. 
■ Winthrop'a N. Eng. ii., 34 ; Journal, 226, 227. 
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1642, letters patent were issued, constituting him patroon of chap. 
the whole of Staten Islaii(5, the bouwerie of Capt. De Vries -^-^ 
excepted, and investing him with all the powers, jurisdictions, 
and pre-eminences appertaining to that privileged order. 

Aert Teunissen van Patten took a lease, this year, of 
Hoboken, situate in Pavonia, which he stocked with all sorts 
of cattle, and on which he erected a respectable bouwerie, 
and planted a considerable number of fruit-trees. So favor- 
able, indeed, became the prospects of the country, that the 
Dkec tor-general and council established two fairs at New Sept 
Amsterdam ; one to be holden annually on the fifteenth 
October, for cattle generally ; the other on the first of No- 
vember, for hogs.' 

The ill-feeling which had existed for some time between 
the Dutch and the Indians, led unfortunately, this summer, to 
increased misunderstanding, accompanied by the shedding of 
blood. Staten Island became again the theatre of these sad 
deeds. The Raritan tribe, smarting under the attacks of the 
Dutch in the preceding spring, which they considered the 
more unjustifiable, inasmuch as they were guiltless of the 
charges made against them, determined now that the " Swan- 
nekins," as they called the Europeans, should have dead men 
instead of dead hogs to fight for. They accordingly made a 
descent on the bouwerie belonging to Captain De Vries, on 
Staten Island, killed four of his planters, and burned his 
dwelling and tobacco house. Tlds assault, which was the 
more unexpected as the Indians had been suing for peace, 
and had assured the Dutch that the " talk" of theh: chief 
would be forthcoming in a few days, excited considerable 
anger in the mind of the Director-general. He forthwith re- 
solved — contrary, however, to the express commands of his July 4. 
superiors, who seriously and particularly enjoined on him to 
cultivate good understanding with the Indians — to wage a war 
of extermination against the Raritans, and with that view in- 
vited his savage alhes, who resided in the neighborhood, to 

■ Alb. Rec. ii., 134 ; iii., 13 ; xix., 143, 144 ; GG, 102, 103 ; HoL Doc. iv., 
247 ; Da Vries Voyag. in ii. N. Y. Hist. Soc. Col. i., 264. The pticcB of stock 
about this time were : for n mare 400 gl., or $160 ; a colt, 250 gl., [$100;] a 
imloh cow, 150 gL, or $60 ; Alb. Rec i., 266. 
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BOOK take up arms in favor of the Dutch. To stimulate their 
■ thirst for blood, he oiTcred ten fathoms of wampum for every 
' head of a Raritan, and twenty fathoms for each of the heads 
of the Indians who murdered the people on Staten Island. 

Sept. A.S a further measure of precaution, he ordered a smaU re- 
doubt to be erected on that island " at the lowest expense."' 

These rewards did not fail to arouse the bad passions of 
some of the neighboring savages. Pacham, cliief of the 
Tankitekes, or Haverstraw Indians, who resided in the rear 
of Sing Sing, soon made his appearance at the fort with the 
hand of a dead man dangling at the end of a stick. It be- 
longed to the chief who had killed the planters on Staten 
Island ; and the savage, in presenting it, boasted that he had 
thus avenged the wrongs of the Swannekins, " whose friend 
he was." Peace was fortunately concluded, some time sub- 
sequently, between the Dutch and the Raritans, which, to 
their honor be it said, the latter forever after faithfully pre- 
served unbroken, even when the whole of the neighboring 
tribes raised the hatchet and the warwhoop against the inhab- 
itants of New Netherland. 

Peace had not been concluded, however, before another 
murder was to be recorded. The child, whose uncle had 
been assassinated by tlie servants of Director Minuit, in 1626, 
had now grown to manhood. His uncle's spirit was still un- 
appeased — his murder was unavenged. His voice was heard 
in the roaring of the storm — in the rustle of the leaves — in the 
sighing of the winds ; and full of the conviction that that 
spirit could not find rest until vengeance should be had, the 
young Weckquaeskeecy sought for a victim to offer to the 

' Alb. Reo. ii., 198, 129, 133. This diagracBful practice of offering rewajda 
fbr the murder of Indians, wae common foi a long time after thia in the Amer- 
ican colonies. Gov, Huntor, of Pennsylvania, offered, in 1756, $150 for every 
male Indian enemy over twelve years of age ; for hin scalp, or for a female 
Indian or child under twelve, $130; or gl.'iO for the scalp of an Indian woman. 
Donlap's N. Y. ii., App. olxx., cl««ii. 

' Opposite Tappaan [says De Vries] lies a place called Wechquaesqueeok. 
Taa Tienhoven, describing this place stdtes W eohquaoBqueek, on the North 
River, five (twenty) miles above New Amsterdam is a right good and suitable 
land for cnltlvaUon ; contejns cons derable mayzc land, which the Indians 
planted, rising from Ibe shore ; in (he interior the uountry is Oat and mostly 
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manes of the dead. Shrouding his evil purpose under the chap. 
cloak of a friendly, or business visit, he called at the house of -«-^ 
one Claes Comelisz. Stnits, the " Raadmaker," an aged set- 
tler, resident on the west side of the river, under pretence of 
making some purchases. The old man suspecting no harm, 
(for the Indian had been in the habit of working for his son,) 
set some food before him, and then proceeded to get from a 
chest, in which it lay, the clotb which the other wished to pur- 
chase, The moment he stooped, the savage seized an axe, 
struck him dead, and then withdrew, having rifled the house 
of all its contents. 

This aggression on an old and helpless man excited, when 
it became known, considerable feeling at Fort Amsterdam. 
Director Kieft promptly demanded satisfaction from the chief 
to whose tribe the murderer belonged. But the sachem re- 
fused to make any atonement. " He was sorry that twenty Aug. 
Christians had not been immolated ; the Indian had but 
avenged, after the manner of his race, the murder of a rela- 
tive whom the Dutch had slain nearly twenty years before," 
On receipt of this answer, armed parties were sent out to re- 
taliate, but they returned, having effected nothing.^ 

In this state of affairs. Director Kieft, in order to obviate all 
public censure, concluded to submit matters now to the com- 
munity at large. All the masters and heads of families, resi- Aug 
dents of New Amsterdam and its neighborhood, were, there- 
fore, invited to assemble in the fort on the 28th day of August, 
then and there to delermine on " something of the first import- 
ance." The people met. It was the first time that their exists Aug. 
ence as a component part of the body politic had been recog- 
nised, or their influence acknowledged. Three propositions 
were submitted to them by the Director-general and council — 
Firstly, Whether it was not just that the recent murder should 
be avenged, and the village destroyed to which the murderer 

even ; very abundantly watered with email Btieama and running fonntaiiUL 
Thia land is Ntuate between two rivulets culled Sintsinck and Armonck, lying 
between the East and North riveiB." Bedenkinge ovei het aeavaerden vaada 
landaryen in N. Nederlant 

' Joumael van Nienw Nederlant ; Capt. Patrii brief in data dan 91 Ang. 
1641 ; aJeo HoL Doc. v. 314. De Vries corroborates tiie Btatements in the text* 
3) 
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BOOK belonged, if he were not surrendered or punished ? Secondly, 
■ In what manner this object ought to be accomplished 1 and, 
' Thirdly, By whom the project should be eflected ' 

On the day following, the commonalty of New Amsterdam, 
and the adjoining settlements, handed in their opinions on these 
propositions. The harvest was still unsaved ; the cattle scat- 
tered through the woods ; many of the inhabitants at a dis- 
tance. It was therefore considered prudent to wait for a more 
fitting opportunity to prosecute this undertaking. " Mean- 
while all the means were to be got ready, and the Director-gen- 
era! was requested to procure two hundred coats of mail (malj 
rocken) from the north, as well for the soldiers as for the free- 
men who may be willing to pay their share in these expenses." 
It was further recommended that kind intercourse, and the 
trade in corn, be continued as usual, in order to throw the 
savages off their guard ; and that no person, of whatever rank 
he may be, should on any account adopt any hostile measures, 
except against the murderer, until the hunting season, when, 
it was suggested, two expeditions should be got up — one to 
land in the neighborhood of " the Archipelago," or Norwalk 
Island — the other, at Wechquaesqueck ; on which occasions the 
Director-general (who it was significantly hinted should " lead 
the van") was advised to employ as many of the most active 
negroes as he could spare, to be armed each widi a tomahawk 
and half-pike. In the mean time, it was strenuously urged, that 
a messenger should be sent once, twice, " yea, even a third 
time," to demand, in a friendly manner, tlie surrender of ibe 
murderer, in order that he be punished according to his deserts. 
Twelve men were then chosen by the commonalty at large, 
to co-operate with the Director-general and council, in the exe- 
cution of the foregoing conclusions. The names of these dele- 
gates — the first representative body of which we have any 
mention in the annals of this state — were, Jacques Bentyn, 
Jan Dam, Hendrik Jansen, David Pietersen De Vries, Jacob 
Stoffels, Maryn Adriaensen, Abram Molenaer, Fredrik Lub- 
bertscn, Joachim Pietersen, Gerrit Dircksen, George Rapelje, 
and Abram Plank.' They were immediately sworn into office, 

' Hoi. Doc. v., 327, 338. 339. Alb. Eac. ii., 136, 137. 
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Capt. De Vries having been named their president ; but, chap. 
though in every sense of the word the representatives of the — ^ 
people, their influence over the councils or determinations of 
the Director-general docs not appear to have been very great. 
Kieft made this concession to popular rights neither willingly 
nor in good faith. It was wrung from him rather by the ne- 
cessities of the times, to serve as a cloak to protect him from 
responsibility or censure ; to be cast aside when it ceased to 
serve this purpose.' 

He was not, it seems, altogether pleased with the conclu- 
sions to which the commonalty had come ; he was impatient 
to attack the Indians, against whom he entertained strong pre- 
judices and dislike, and, tlierefore, when the winter approached, 
he called the Twelve Men again into his presence — not in a Nov. L 
body, however, but separately — to obtain their consent to an 
attack, "as the time and opportunity were presenting themselves 
to surprise the Indians on their hunting expeditions." But the 
majority still counselled patience. The savages were not suf- 
ficiently lulled — it were better, some added, to await the arri- 
val of a vessel from Patria ; and thus Director Kieft was 
obliged to defer, to a future time, his attack on the unsuspect- 
ing natives.* 

But his purpose against the Indians did not sleep, for all 1643. 
that. The moment the winter effectually set in, and the rivers 

' Van der Donck hbjs, yery plainly, that Kieft allowed Iheee represonlativeB to 
be chosen mocely " lo Horve him as a cloak, and as cats-pawe" — that they had 
neither vote nor voice in the council, and were of no moment, when their opin- 
ions differed from that of the Director, who looked upon hiinself ae sovereign in 
Oia couQlry. " De 19 mannen" (he says) " en daemaer de acht, hadden in 
gerechtaaacken noch stem nochadvys' maarsy weren ten apsien van den 
oorloeh en eenige and re rvall dsakngk mis deokmantel en 

cattepootea te dienen and rs quan n n g n nsid t n werden wey- 
nich geacht, als sy teg nsd D lursmjng^t erstondon ; die 

sich doch iuluelde, oft m rs d re w Id d g 1 ts souFoiain te 

wesen ; endat alles in jn h dC baol yt t t t d n1 lat«D." Kieft 
himself repudiated, bef th m ntha w passed th d that the Twelve 
Men were to have any participation in the management of public aflairs; though 
Dn Vries (who was one of the Twelve) alleges that they were elected to take 
the reins of (he government with Kieft. Van dei Donk's view is, no doubt, tbe 
correct one. 

' Alb. Kec ii., 140, 141, 
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BOOK and streams tiecame frozen over, he again called on the Twelve 
•"v^ Men, to lake into their consideration tlic three propositions 
* which he had already submitted to them, and to decide what 
was best to be done. They could no longer, now, refuse their 
concurrence in the wishes of the Director-general. The murder- 
er of Claes Smits had neither been delivered up nor punished. 
They therefore consented that preparations should be made 
Jan. for an expedition, in which they promised their co-operation, 
provided, however, the Director himself accompanied them, to 
prevent all disorder ; and on condition, also, that he should 
fiuTiish, in addition to powder and ball, provisions necessary 
for the expedition, " such as bread and butter ;" and appoint, 
moreover, a steward to take charge of the same, in order that 
all waste should be prevented. " If any person required any 
thing more than bread and butter, he was to provide himself 
therewith." " But if it happened that God Almighty were 
pleased to permit one or more of the freemen to be wounded 
in the expedition, or in the attack on the savages, the noble 
Director and council were to remain obliged to support such 
wounded persons, and their families, in a decent manner, and 
to have them cured at the expense of the provident com- 
pany.'" 

Having made these concessions to the personal wishes of 
the Director-general, the Twelve Men turned their attention 
to the faulty composition of their local government ; to the 
unlimited power of the executive ; and to the absence of all 
municipal authority in the settlements and villages which 
were gradually rising up. 

Though a servant himself of the West India Company, 
nominated by the Assembly of the XIX., and commissioned 
by the States General, the Director was in fact absolute in 
New Netherland, and beyond all control within the colony. 
As representative of the sovereign authority, he extinguished 
Indian titles to land, and sanctioned all purchases from the 
aborigines. No contracts, engagements, transfers, bargains, 
nor sales were valid, except such as were passed before and 
written by his secretary. He erected courts ; appointed. 

'Hoi. Doc. v., 330,331. 
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either directly or indirectly, all public officers, except such as chap. 
came out with commissions from Holland ; made laws ; is- — .^ 
sued ordinances ; incorporated towns ; imposed taxes ; levied ^"^*- 
fines ; inflicted penalties ; and could affect the value of any 
man's property at a moment, by raising or lowering the value 
of wampum, which constituted the chief currency, at this 
period, of the country. He not only acted in an executive 
and legislative, but also in a judicial capacity. He decided 
all civil and criminal questions, without the intervention of a 
jury, such an institution being unknown in the province ; and 
before him were brought all appeals from inferior courts. 
When we add to this the fact, that all such municipal regula- 
tions as circumstances demanded, emanated from JiHfi and his 
council, we cannot be surprised to learn that many things were 
left undone which ought to be attended to ; that many things 
were performed, which might better have been left undone ; 
and that dissatisfaction necessarily prevailed among the sturdy 
sons of that republic, who ever evinced a lively and honorable 
jealousy of despotic power. 

This, indeed, could not well be otherwise. The colonial 
council consisted, as we have already remarked, of the- Di- 
rector-general and Mr. La Montagne, and as the management 
of the various interests of the country, and the performance 
of the numerous duties which we have enumerated, devolved 
on these two, they were necessarily obliged to call in some 
of the common people, usually the servants of the com- 
pany, dependents on the pleasure of the Director-general, 
to assist in the administration of justice, — a course which, 
from the nature of things, excited suspicion, distrust, and dis- 
content. 

This faulty composition of the council attracted, therefore, 
the early attention of the Twelve Men. To obtain a reform 
of that, and other grievances under which they labored, their 
principal exertions were now directed. With this view, they jan 21. 
addressed a respectful memorial to the Director-general, at 
the same time that they offered their services against the In- 
dians, in which they called his particular attention to the fact, 
that in their native country — their beloved " Fatherland" — 
the smallest village had a board of from five to seven schepcns, 
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BOOK or magistrates, for the management of its local affairs.* They 
ifijo ^^^^^ '^"'^ ^^^ same privilege should be extended to them, and 
' that the council of New NetherJand should be increased, as 
the Director already proposed, by the addition of four more 
persons, so that the board should consist in future of at least 
five members. And as rotation in office was a good and 
wholesome practice, they further demanded that two of these 
should annually retire, to be succeeded by two others, from 
among " the twelve men." They objected, in the next place, 
to so many of the " common people" having seats on the 
bench ; and required that the Director and council should not, 
hereafter, sit in judgment on any accused persons, or evil 
doers, unless, as was laid down in the instructions to the 
achout-fiscaal, five members of the council preside in the 
court. They further proposed, with a view to render the de- 
fence of the country more perfect, that there should be an 
annual muster of all male persons capable of bearing arms, 
each man to attend with his gun, and to be furnished by the 
company, on that occasion, with half a pound of powder ; that 
every freeman should be allowed to visit all vessels arriving 
from sea, " whether Dutch, English, or French," after the 
fiscaal had been on board, " as is the custom in Holland ;" 
and that all the inhabitants, " be they who they may," have 
the right to repair to and return from all places round about, 
belonging to friends and allies, and to transport thither such 
goods as they may please, on receiving the necessary permit, 
and paying such duties as the company may demand. Hav- 
ing thus disposed of those general matters, they next repre- 
sented that in consequence of the sale, in New Netheriand, of 

' Dan lee Iiam od lea Communes avaient acquis plus d'autorit^, on trouve 
des EchevinB comme juges nomm^s par le souverain. I) parait quWcienne- 
inent lea Eohevine Conimunaux, de mdms que les Scalsni daa Francs, formaiont 
one classe, ou un ^tat de peisonnes d^sign^p^ comme plua propres & se charger 
de rendre la justice sans que le norabre total fftt determine, ou qu'ils constituas- 
gent un tribunal permanent. Plus tard le nombre des Echevina fut fi:ce j et ce 
nombre est si souvent teltement petit qu'on ne pent douler qu'lla n'aient 6l6 
plutOt un tribunal stable que des juges appel^s selon la oonvenance du Bailli_ 
Ce n'est que vera le quinzi^tne Steele qn'on trouve g^n^ralement les Eclievjns 
noima^a pour un certain terns, et positivement d^sign^ conime formant un tri- 
tmnnl qui jugeait t la semonce du Builli, Institutiona JudiciiuieB, 165, 16G. 
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cows and other stock by the English, the cattle owned and chap. 
introduced by the Dutch were held in small esteem, and were -7~ 
not so valuable as they had heretofore been. They therefore 
asked — and it was a demand as injudicious as it was near- 
sighted and destructive to the improvement of their own stock 
— that the English should not be permitted, hereafter, to sell 
either cows or goals h iihin the Dutch jurisdiction, but that 
this privilege should be conhned to oxen and poultry. The 
currcncj of the country wa'- the last subject to which their 
memorial referred They asked, that its value should be 
raised, on the fallacious plea that it would thereby be retained 
m the province and not be carried off by foreign nations. 

Director Kieft lent a fatordble ear, for the moment, to 
this representation. He informed the petitioners that he had 
already written to Holland on the subject referred to in the 
first part of the memorial, and that he expected by the first 
ship, the arrival of " some persons of quality," and to be also 
furnished with a complete council. The presence of " com- 
mon people" on the bench was caused, he said, by the fewness 
of the council, but he doubted if any persons had grounds to 
complain of unrighteous judgments on tliat account. If they 
had, he should like to know who they were. He consented 
to select four persons to assist in the administration of justice, 
and to sit in the council at certain times, when summoned so 
to do ; with the further privilege of assembling together on 
public affairs, and voting on such propositions as should be 
submitted to them ; to which extent their authority and power 
should be confined ; and that two of these should retire every 
year. But as for the Twelve Men, he told them that tiiey 
were not invested by the commonalty with any greater power 
than to give their advice as to the proper course to be adopted 
to revenge the murder of Claes Smits.' He agreed that there 

' III. Dat den Rued van Nieuw Nederlandt van nu af sa] compleel gehouden 
wordeii van raden, temeer, aleoo in 't Vadorlant den raet op een qleyne dorp, 
by vyff a 7 schepena heelaet; meede dal van nu voortaen by den Directeur 
en Raed genige miedadigen en euUen veroordeelt wordon, ten wars sy yyff 
raden in 't getal eterck wareu, endaC, omdat de gemeene man daer veel plaeCs 
van heeSU 

Anmeer ; Daer is in Hollandt om geschreeven, sod dat vry vertrouweu met 
d'eerate schepen oenige peraoonen van qualiteyt te hecomeii, en alsoo een 
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HOOK should be an annual muster, but refused to furnish the half 
ifii2 P'"^"'^ "^ powder, as the company was bound to provide set- 
tlers with ammunition, in cases of emergency, and furnish 
the Patroons, besides, with sufficient means to defend them- 
selves and property from attack. It was contrary to his in- 
Btmctions to permit the freemen to visit arriving vessels. 
" Such a course would lead to disorder," as several of the 
company's ships were expected at the Manhattans with prizes. 
This part of the memorial was, therefore, refused. But the 
inhabitants were allowed to visit the neighboring country, and 
the ports of friendly governments, on payment of the proper 
dues, on condition that the goods should not be sold to any 
of the public enemy. The Director-general concluded by 
promising tliat the English should not be permitted to sell 
cows or goats, for the future, within New Netherland, 
and that the value of the currency should be raised, as re- 



Having thus disposed of these various demands, without, 
however, carrying out, afterwards, the reforms in the council 
which he had so solemnly promised, Director Kieft seems to 

geheele geformeerde Raet te hebben. Dat de geemeno man veel plaets heeft, 
van Bwaackheyd des raets, can wel wesen ; dan wy wensebten wel te weten 
ofier oock iemant ia, die sich hceft te beclagen, over oniechte Bentenlie, en wie 
de geene syn, die daer veel plaets van hebben. 

IV. Van gslyck, indien V. E. 4 peraoouen gelieft te verkiezen, die in den 
Raed albier acces enllen hebben, gelyck voor deeen by U. E. ia voorgestelt, lyn 
wy BUppliBnten wel te vreden, te meet alaoo het lant met beewnert mach 
Worden, sonder de IS te yergaderen. 

Answer; Wy ayn wel te vreden 4 pereoonen le verkiesen die de Gemeenten 
in haer recht helpen mainteneren, die wy oock in omen rafd willen sullen 
raepen, ale den noot vereieclit, meede eeekere tyden in 't jaer boetemtnen, om 
gezamentlyok over des laitte saken te vergaderen ; oock eenige artlcaien te 
beraemen, hoe hooch haer ttuctoiiteyt sal stjrecken ; de 13 mannen belangende, 
JB ona niet bekent dat ly wyder macbt van de gemeente onlfangeu heb- 
ben, als alleen haer advys le geven, over de moort aen de labger Claea Smiti 

VI. Ingevaile U. E. vier de beqnaemate qnam te verkieien, omme in U. E 
vergaderingh te compareren, gelyck geeeyt is, ataet te noteren datter alio 
jana twee van den 4 sullen afgaen, en ander twee in plaets gecoren worden 
nyt de 19. 

AtMtBtT! Zyn wel te vteeden dat alle jaien twee van de 4 veiandeit woidea 
Hoi. Doc iii., 176. 
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have had enough of popular movements, and popular repre- chap. 
sentalions. He, shortly after, issued a proclamation estin- ■"^ 
guishing the " Twelve Men," whom he forbade, on pain of cor- FeUia 
poral punishment, to hold any further meetings, without his 
express permission ; "as they tend to dangerous consequences, 
and to the serious injury both of the country and of his au- 
thority.'" 

Being now untrammelled, and rid of those who were hitherto 
a check on his actions, Kieft proceeded forthwith to indulge 
his desire for war. He ordered Hendrick van Dyck, ensign 
in the company's service, who had been already over two years 
stationed at New Amsterdam, to proceed with a force of eighty 
men against the Wechqiiaesqueeks, to execute summary ven- 
geance upon that tribe, with fire and sword. To ensure com- 
plete success, the expedition was placed under the direction of 
a trusty guide, who professed to be intimately acquainted with 
the homes and haunts of the savages.^ 

This party started in the forepart of March, and pushed ac- 
tively forward towards the Indian village, but fortune favored 
the red-man. The night set in clouded and dark ; and when 
the expedition redched Armenperal, Van Dyck called a halt, 
notwithstanding the entreaties of his men to push on, ere the 
savages should have warning of their approach. An hour and 
a half was thus lost ; the guide then missed his way, where- 

■ Hoi. Doc. ill., 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180. The Mowing k a translation 
of this placard : — " Whereas the cammonaltjr hath, at our request, commis- 
Bioned and chai^d the Twelve Men to communicate their good council and 
advice concerning the murder of one Claes ComelisGen Smitz, conunitled by 
the IndiauB, which now heing done, We thank them for the trouble they have 
lakeu, and shall make use of their written advice, with God's help and filling 
time ; and as we propose no more meetings, as such tend lo dangerous conse- 
quences, and to the great injury both of the country and of our aulhorily ; We. 
(herefore, do hereby forbid the calling of any assemblies or meetings, of what- 
soever sort, without our express order, on pain of being punished for disobedience. 
Dona in Fort Amsterdam, 18th Feb., 1649, in New Netherland." 

' Op dien tyd hadde den oorlochsucht den Directeur alingenomen, toch deee 
byeeniiomBte van de voors : IS mannen heeft niet langer als den IS February 
daeraeu mogen standgrypen, off men heeft dieselvige op lyf&traffo baer byeen- 
komste laten verbieden ; een weynich tyts daeraen den ourloch met die van 
Wesqueeckquceck naer zyn eygen zyndelyckhied aengevangen, als biyckt by 
request van de 12 mannen. Letter of the Eight Men, HoL Doc, iii., 214, 215, 
32 
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BOOK upon Van Dyck lost temper, and made a retrograde movement 
-"■^ to Fort Amsterdam, whither he returned without having ac- 
' complished the object for which he had been detailed. The 
expedition, however, was not without its effect. The Indians 
had observed, by the trail of the white men, how nairowly 
they had escaped destruction, and therefore immediately sued 
for peace, which Comelis van Tienhoven concluded with 
them, in the course of the spring, at the house of a settler 
named Jonas Bronck, who resided on a river to which he gave 
his name, situate east of Yonkers, m thu present county of 
Westchester. One of the conditions of this peace was, the 
surrender of the murderer of CIae& Smits, dead or alive ; a 
condition which, however, was never fulfilled, owing either to 
unwillingness or inability on the part of the Indians.' 

' Joumael van Nieu Naderlant; IIol. Doc, Hi., 107, 146, 166. Alb. Eeo. ii., 
302; iii., 35. " The tract between the Harlem River and the large stream 
neit oastward, was Bronok's land. JonaB Bronclt was the first proprietor of it." 
Benson's Mem. 37. Armenperal was the Indian name for one of the streams 
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CHAPTER III. 

Continued dis^TBemenls between the people of Hartford and the Dutch at Fort 
Good Hope— Kiefl forbidB all intercourse «ilh the former— Ureenw ich comes 
under the juriEdiction of the Dutch — Progress of the English at the South 
lUvei — Kieft deCermities to break op their settlemDuts — Medxures adopted 
with that view — Excitement at New Havea m consequence — Delegates from 
Hartford arrive at Fort Amsterdam to negotiate for the purchaae of Fort 
Hope — Terms proposed by the Dutch — Movement in England agamst New 
Nelherland — Lord Say'a representations to the Dutch ambassador at Lon- 
don — Several English families remote from MassacbuselM to New Nether- 
land — West Chester, or Vredeland, Battled — Survey or appointed — A fine stone 
tavern built ui New Amaterdam— -George Baiter app nl d Engl h secreta 
ry — Ruinous condition of the church at Manhattans — M a. Bt<kento the 
erection o! a new building — First consistory in New Vmst rdam — C ntract 
for the proposed building — Inscription in front ol ho h irch — R n wal of 
ouBanderstandrng with the Indians — Miantommo n p es ag nst the 
whites — General alarm in conseqaence — Some Dut h t ad rs b n Indian 
who murders two settlers m revenge — Endeavors of the Indian h Is to m ke 
satisfaction for the murder— Fail— Mohan ks make a descent on the River 
Indians — The latter fly for protection to the Dutch — Are hospilably enter- 
tained — Remove to Corlaers Hook and Pavonia — Kieft determines to attack 
them — Is opposi,d by the principal men at New Amsterddm — Kiefl will not 
listen to their abjections — The attack — Cmelties practised against the Indians 
— Settlers on Long Island attack the Indians in their neighborhood — Eleven 
tribes proclaim war against the Dutch — All the Dutch settlements destroyed 
— PubUc discontents — Kieft endeai ors to propitiate the Long Island Indians 
—The latter reject his ambassadors— \ day of General Fast and Prayer or- 
dered — Proposals to depose the Director-general— An attack made on his 
life— Disorders consequent thereupon— Arrival of a flag of truce from the In- 

— Speech of the Indian chiel — Treatj of peace and cessation of hostiUties. 

The proposals conveyed to the West India Company from chap. 
the governors of Massachusetts and Connecticut having had -"'^ 
no result, the liisagreements between the settlers at Hartford 
and the inhabitants of Fort Good Hope continued without any 
abatennent. Complaints, similar to those already enumerated, 
were daily repeated against the English, vrho, it is but justice 
to say, accused, on their side, the Dutch of having sold gum 
to the Indians ; of having demeaned themselves insolently to- 
wards the people on the Connecticut ; of having entertained 
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BOOK fugitives guilty of violating their laws ; helped prisoners, un- 

j^-^ der confinement, to file their irons, and to break jail ; persuad- 

' ed servants to run away from their masters, and purchased 

goods stolen from the English, which they refused afterwards 

to restore. 

Kicft finding himself unable, under these circumstances, to 
obtain any satisfaction for the injuries which his government 
and his people had, notwithstanding His repealed protests, sus- 
tained, resorted now to the extreme measure of forbidding all 
intercourse with the people of Connecticut, or the purchase, 
either directly or indirectly, of any produce raised in the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Good Hope, in the expectation that he should 
succeed in exacting from the necessities and self-interest of 
the English, what he had failed to obtain from their sense of 
justice and gratitude,* 

With those established at Greenwich he was more success- 
ful. These people having become, at length, convinced that 
April 9. they were on Dutch territory, gave in their adherence to the 
authorities at Fort Amsterdam, to whom they swore aOegiance, 
on condition that they should be protected against the Indians, 
and enjoy, as a manor, the same privileges as Patroons.^ 

' Alb. Kec. li., 158 ; TrumbuU'a Conn, i., 123. 

' HoL Doc. it, 304. The following ^ a tranBlation of Ihe agrBement paasad 
■m occasion of Greenwich coming nnder Duloh jurisdiction : — " Whereag, we, 
Captiun Daniel Paliick and Elizabeth Feako, ( ' ) duly aulhoriied by her hus- 
band Robert Feake, now sick, have resided two yearn about five or six (Dutch) 
miles east of the Nethedandeis, subjects of tho Lords Stales General, who have 
proteated against ue, declaring that the said landlay within their limits, and that 
they should not suffer any person to usurp it against their lawful rights ; and, 
whereas, we have equally persisted in our coume, during these two years, hav- 
ing been well assured that his majesty of England had pretended some right to 
this soil ; and, whereas, we understand nothing Ihareof, and cannot any longer 
presume to remain thus, on account both of the strifes of the English, the dan- 
ger consequent thereon, and these treacherous and viUanous Indians, of whom 
wo have seen sorrowful examples enough ; We, therefore, betake ourselveB un- 
der the protection of the Noble Lords States Genera], His Highness the Prince 
of Orange, and the West India Company, or their Ijoveraor-general of New 
Netherland, promising, for the future, lo be fdthful to them, as all honest sub- 
jects are bound to be ; wherennlo we buid ourselves by solemn oath and signa- 
l«ie, provided we be protected gainst our enemies as much as possible, and en- 
joy henceforth the same privileges tliat all Patroons of New Netherland Imve 

( ') This Lady is salil lo have been a dauBUlei -in.Law of Gov. HTmllirop. 
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The party of English who had proceeded from New Haven chap. 
to the South River, were, in the mean time, in active progress -™ 
with their infant settlements on Hog creek and the Schuylkill. 
Director Kieft, trusting to the assurances which iJiey had 
given him, that it was not their intention to settle within the 
company's limits, was not prepared for the intelligence that 
Ihcy had forgotten that promise. He expressed himself, there- 
fore, in strong terms when he heard that they had settled on May 
the South River witliout his permission. With the encroach- 
ments on the Fresh River strong in his recollection, he deter- 
mined that this young colony should not take root, and accord- 
ingly dispatched the sloops St, Real and St, Martin with a May 
strong force to the Delaware, with orders to Jan Janssen van 
Ilpendam, the commissary in that quarter, to proceed with 
these vessels to the Schuylkill, and demand of the English set- 
tlers by what authority they had landed and traded there ; to 
require, also, of them to withdraw, should they not be fur- 
nished with a royal commission. In case they should refuse to 
retire, he was further instructed to arrest thern, and have them 
conveyed on board the sloops, taking a full inventory of their 
goods, and then to destroy their trading-posts. 

These orders were executed so promptly, iJiat the English 
had not two hours to prepare for their departure. The expe- 
dition next proceeded to Hog creek, and, with the aid of the 
Swedes, destroyed the English settlement there, and then con- 
veyed these people, an^ their goods, first to New Amsterdam, 
and the settlers, and a part of their property, afterwards to 
New Haven. Mr. Lamberton, of the latter place, was con- 
sidered the principal instigator of these encroachments, and 
gave particular offence ; having, though protested against, con 
tinued injuring the trade which the Dutch carried on with the 
Indians on the South River. It was, therefore, determined to Aug. 
prevent him interfering with that trade for the future, unless he 
should submit to the authority of the company, and pay the 
regular duties. He was, accordingly, compelled, when pass- 
ing the Manhattans, shortly after, to give an account of what 

obtBined, agreeably to the freedoms, ixth of April, 1G4S. In Fort Amster- 
dua, (Signed) Daniel Patrick ; Everardus Bogardus and Johannea W)nkel< 
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BoriK peltries he had obtained on tlie Delaware, ana to pay duties 
■^■^ on the whole. The English estimated their damages, on these 
'occasions, at five thousand dollars. 

The excitement at New Haven, when these things became 
known, was very great. Threats of retaliation were publicly 
uttered, and to so great a height did this angry feeling extend, 
that Kieft found himself obliged, by approving the conduct of 
his servants, to assume the responsibility of their acts. Such 
of the inhabitants of New Amsterdam as had business after- 
wards at the " Red Mount," were under the necessity of pro- 
viding themselves with passports, in which this responsibility 
was fully avowed.' 

The authorities at Hartford began at length to experience 
some inconvenience from the system of non-intercourse which 
Director Kieft ordered to be observed. With a view to arrange, 
m some way, the dilFercnces which existed, they commissioned 
Messrs. Whiting and Hill, the former a magistrate at Hart- 
ford, to proceed as delegates to Fort Amsterdam, to negotiate 
the purchase of the company's lands around Fort Good Hope. 
These gentlemen arrived at the Manhattans in the course of 
July, and received a detailed explanation of the grounds on 
which the Dutch title rested, as well as documentary proofs 
that the Dutch were in possession of that quarter before any 
Christians arrived on the Connecticut. As it was desirable, 
however, that some arrangement should be made for the ter- 
mination of the existing misunderstanding, the Director-gene- , 
July 9. ral and council proposed ceding to the English the land on the 
Fresh River, on condition that they should annually pay, so 
long as they may occupy such land, agreeably to the ordinances 
of the United Netherlands, the tenth part of the produce of the 
land at Hartford, whether cultivated by the plough or other- 



'Alb. Reo. iL, 169, 177, 185. Hazard'a Slate Fap.li,, 214. Trambnll's 
Conn, i., 123. Acreliiia' Hist. New Sweden. Van der Donck uorroboratea the 
Statement tli^t the Swedes assisted the Dutch against the English. " Another 
Kill," he says, " is situate on the east hank (of the South River) called Hog 
creek, within three (Dutch) miles of the mouth of the rivet. Some English 
established thepjselves here, but Du^ctor Kieft drave them away, and protested 
against thenii having been somewhat assisted by the Swedes. They dater- 
nuned together to keep the Unglieli out of theie." Vertoogh van N. N. 
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wise, orchards and kitchen gardens excepted, provided tliese chap. 
did not exceed a Dntch acre each, or in heu of such tithes, ■■•■■"*' 
such rent as should be agreed upon. These conditions were 
provisionally accepted, and the delegates returned home to 
submit thera to their government, but tliey were not productive 
of any better state of feeling. The English persisted in har- 
assing the Dutch ; impounding their cattle found grazing on 
the common, and even preventing the transport to New 
Netherland of cattle not belonging to them.' 

These feelings of animosity were not confined to the Con- 
necticut. The agents from New England, who happened to 
be, this summer, in London, were active in making their com- 
plaints known to those interested in the settlement of the Eng- 
lish colonies in America ; so that even persons of quality had 
their feelings strongly prejudiced against the Dutch. 

Lord Say, who had a personal interest in New England, 
and was one of the founders of Connecticut, was among the 
most prominent of these ; and the representations which he 
had received, had so great an influence on his mind, that his 
lordship took the earliest opportunity to remonstrate with Joa- 
chimi, the Dutch ambassador, then at the English court, to 
whom he addressed a memorandum, couched in the foOowing 
terms : — 

" Many Englishmen, (his majesty's subjects,) incorporated," July 
said his lordship, " by his majesty's letters patent, having, 
with a view to avoid all difficulties, purchased land from the 
natives, the acknowledged and lawful owners thereof, have 
established sundry factories on the river Connecticut, in New 
England, where they have experienced various molestations 
and animosities from the Netherlands nation, who, having for- 
merly erected a small trading-post on the aforesaid river, set 
up, by virtue thereof, a right to the whole ; and not only that, 
but to all the country, from Narragansett Bay to the Hudson 
River, which they designated by the name of New Netfier- 
land, although granted by his majesty to sundry of his sub- 
jects, and exclusively inhabited by English people. Many 
protests have they presented against the peaceable proceedings 

' Alb. Rec ii., 171, 179. M. Y. Hist. Soc. Trans. L, 276. 
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BOOK of the English, and in various ways and forms have they trans- 
•"v— gressed against them, adding thereto sundry tlireats and 
' haughty arguments. All these did the English read, and al- 
though there are, at the furthest, not more than five or six 
Nethertanders resident on the said river Connecticut, where 
there are more than two thousand English, yet these have had 
recourse to no violent proceedings against the others, but have 
treated them with all civility — yea, under God, have they been 
a means of preserving their lives. 

" 'Tis true, the Netherlanders sometimes aver that they pur- 
chased a portion of land, situate on the aforesaid river, from 
the Pequod Indians, and pretend a right thereto by virtue of 
said purchase. But it is very well known, (if any such pur- 
chase has been made, vfhich as yet has never appeared,) that 
the Pequods had no other than an usurped title. And herein 
the weakness of their pretensions becomes apparent ; that the 
English having addressed sundry letters to their governor, 
Willem Kieft, residing on Hudson's River, to refer the settle- 
ment of the said question to impartial arbitrators, he would not 
accept the proposal. 

" It were desirable that they might be ordered to demean 
themselves in the place where they are, in a peaceable, neigh- 
borly manner, and to be content with their own limits, or to 
leave the river, which would tend most to their master's profit, 
it being very manifest that the returns have, and will, never 
repay expenses. Moreover, they live there in an ungodly 
way ; beseeming, in no wise, the Gospel of Christ. Their 
residence there will never produce any other effect, than ex- 
pense to their masters, and trouble to the English," 
July Violent language having been used about the same lime by 
others, who did not hesitate to threaten that if the difficulties 
on the Fresh River were not shortly arranged, the Dutch 
should be forcibly ejected from that quarter before the end of 
the year, M. Joachimi thought it his duly to communicate to 
Aug. 8. tlie States General, not only Lord Say's letter, but some report 
also, of the irritable state of feeling which existed abroad on 
the subject, and to recommend that their High Mightinesses 
should write to King Charles, and request his majesty to 
command those of New England not to disturb tiie Dutcb 
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in New Netherlands, of which country they had possession chap 
before the airival of the English. " For," his excellency «^~ 
added, " such commands must proceed from liis majesty, and 
it might be taken ill that redress should be sought from the 
House of Parliament, whose orders probably would not be 
received in those far distant quarters." He urged, again and 
again, the necessity of losing no time in this matter, and in a 
subsequent dispatch, reminded their High Mightinesses of the Ocf. i7 
near approach of the winter, and how much it behooved them 
to make such arrangements as would obviate all chances of 
hostilities between the parties in America. These communi- 
cations were duly referred to the directors of the West India 
Company, and the States General instructed their ambassador 
to endeavor to allay all irritation, by representing, that it was 
not to be presumed that the Dutch, who were too weak, could 
succeed in overpowering the English, who were much the 
stronger, in that country. As for the threats which were ut- 
tered in England, their High Mightinesses did not regard them 
as of any consequence. " The power of that nation was rent 
in twain ; one part contending against the other ; and there- 
fore she was not to be dreaded by foreign states."* But, 
meanwhile, religious persecution caused numbers to remove 
from New England to New Netherland. 

Tlie Rev. Francis Doughty, a dissenting m s 1 ad emi- 
grated to Massachusetts, like many oUie f o s eice' 
sake. But here he discovered that he had pi n ed ou of the 
frying-pan into the fire." Being at Cohass o 1 hem 

bounds of New Plymouth, in 164S, he hajp dpubl ly to 
assert " that Abraham's children should ha b n bap z d," 
which gave so much oifence to his hearers, that he was drag- 
ged out of the assembly, and otherwise harshly used.'' This 
unchristian treatment determined him to remove to Long Island, 
whither he was accompanied by Richard Smith and several 
other settlers, then residents of Cohannock and other places, 
On application to the Dutch authorities at New Amsterdam, 

' Hoi Doc. iL, 278, 979, 280, 381, 282, 283, 293, 394, 305, 306. Aitieroa, 
a., 932. 

» Leechford'B Hews from New England- CohssBet w^ ori^nally settled in 
1635, when it was called Hingliam. 
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BOOK they immediately obtained a patent for thirteen thousand fliree 
ifiA9 '^""'''"^'^ ^^^ ihirty-two acres of land at Mespath, as Newtown, 
March' ^- -f-' "^^^ originally called, which was endowed with the 
2^- iisual privileges of free manors, such as free exercise of re- 
ligion, power to plant towns, build churches, nominate magis- 
trates, administer civil and criminal justice, subject, however, 
to the conditions and reservations contained in the patent, 
which was in keeping with the charter of 1640, and similar 
to that already offered in the preceding month of June, to the 
people from Lynn. 

Mr. Throgmorton, with a number of his friends, who had 
already been driven with Roger Williams from Massachusetts 
Oct. 3. by " the fiery Hugh Peters," procured permission to settle 
thirty-five families, some twelve miles east of the Manhattans, 
at a place now called West Chester, but which the Dutch at 
this time named Vredeland, or Land of Peace, a meet appel- 
lation for the spot selected as a place of refuge by those who 
were bruised and broken down by religious persecution. And 
the Lady Moody, who had become " imbued with the errone- 
ous doctrine that infant baptism was a sinful ordinance," and 
had, in consequence, been excommunicated by those of New 
England, " to avoid further trouble," took shelter also among 
the Dutch, with her son Sir Henry and their followers, in the 
course of the next year. Her ladyship located at the south- 
west corner of Long Island " by the express will and consent 
of the Director-general and council of New Netherland," who 
called the settlement " 's Gravenzande," after the picturesque 
village (originally a walled city) of that name at the embou- 
chure of the river Maas, where the ancient counts of Holland 
held their courts previous to their removal to the Hague.' 

' Alb. Rgc. IX., T, Gov. WitiUirop nolicee tliese emigrations, Hist. N. Eiig. 
i., 49 -, ii., 85. The original patent to the Rev. Mr. Doughty and iiis associates, 
is ineeiied in Latiu, in the Dulch Kec. G. G., 49. The MS. is peqnjiarly dif- 
ficnlt to be deciphered, being in the contracted chm^raphy of the seventeenth 
century. A translaUon of the doenment will be found in Appendix F ; Mar- 
tinet's Beachryv. iii., 279. The supposition that the town of tSravesend, on 
Long Island, derived its name from the first settlers having sailed from Graves- 
end, in England, is uUogother gratnitons. It was the fashion with all European 
powera who had possessions in the New Worid,to transfer the names of towns in 
the mother country, to their new settlemenls in America. The Dutch were as 
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In order that regularity should be observed in drawing chap. 
boundaries and division lines, Andreas Hudde was this year ^"-^ 
appointed surveyor, at a salary of two hundred guilders, or 
$80, per annum, with an additional fee of ten shillings per 
diem, and two stivers per morgen of two acres, besides the 
payment of his travelling expenses and ferriage. 

Increased accommodation for the numerous strangers who 
touched at New Amsterdam, on their way from New England 
to Virginia, became now necessary, as they occasioned the 
Director-general much inconvenience. " A fine stone taveni" 
was therefore erected for tlieir use on a lot fronting the East 
Iliver ; and, " as many questions of law processes, with their 
various consequences, arise on account of the number of 
Enghsh which daily come to reside among us, and which dis- 
turb harmony and social intercourse more or less," Director 
Kieft, " tbough roughly acquainted with the English language, 
and somewhat initiated in the law," found himself in need of 
some one to assist now and tlicn with advice and to write his 
letters. George Baxter was accordingly appointed English Dec 
secretary to the Director-general and council of New Nether- 
land.' 

The church erected by Director Van Twillcr, had, by this 
time, shared the fate common to all the public buildings con- 
structed during his administration, and was now in such a 
state of dilapidation, that it was considered nothing better 
than " a mean barn." The necessity of a new church was ad- 
mitted by the Director and council so far back as 1640 ; when, 
with a view to supply the funds requisite to defray the ex- 
penses of a new building, a portion of the fines imposed by 
the court of justice was appropriated to that purpose. But 
nothing practical eventuated from this arrangement. The ac- 
commodation continued to be of the most wretched descrip- 
tion, when Captain David De Vries urged the matter anew on 
the consideration of the Director-general. " It was a shame," 
he said, " that the English should see, when they passed, no- 

oliservant of tlue custom as any other nation, of which fuct any person cun satis- 
fy himself by looking over a map of Hottand. 

■ De Vries; Alb.Rec.il., 16<), 187, S03; iii., 409. Hudda'c comniisiuoii ai 
Burveyor bears date SSth June, 1643. 
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BOOK thing but a mean bam in which pubHc worship is performed. 

— -" The first thing they did in New England, when they raised 
' some dwellings, was, on the contrary, to build a fine church. 
We ought to do tlie same," he continued ; " we had good ma- 
terials, fine oak wood, fine building- stone, good lime made 
from oyster- shells, which was better than the lime in Holland." 
This reasoning, backed by the intelligence that the colonists 
of Rensselaerswyck had it in contemplation to raise a church 
also, had considerable weight with Director Kieft. He seem- 
ed desirous to leave behind him a monument to perpetuate tlie 
memory of his zeal for religion, and forthwith inquired who 
should superintend the good work. There were not wanting 
" friends of the reformed religion." Joachim Pietersen Kuyter, 
" who was a good Calvinist, and had a good sett of hands," was 
elected deacon, and with Jan Dam, Captain De Vries, and 
Director Kieft, "formed the first consistory to superintend the 
erection of the projected chiu'ch."^ 

These points having been arranged, the next question to be 
decided was, the site of the building. It was ordered to be 
erected within the fort. Bui this was looked upon in the light 
of " a fifth wheel to a coach," and excited considerable oppo- 
sition among the commonalty, who represented that the fort 
was already " very small," and that it stood on the point, or 
extremity of the island, whereas a more central position ought 
to be selected for the accommodation of the faithful generally. 
It was, moreover, particularly urged that the erection of a 
church within the fort, would prevent the southeast wind reach- 
ing the grist-mill which stood thereabout, and thus cause the 
people to suffer, especially in summer, through want of bread.^ 
These objections were, however, overruled. It was with 

■ De Vties. 

" Men spraoJic, dan, van de plaatBB waorso Btaende eoude. De Direcleur 
wllde en oordeelde datse in het fort fitacn moest.daerss oodi tegena wd en dank 
van de andere geset is ; on immerB boo wel past als het vyfido wiel aen een 
W^en ; want behalve dat het fort cleyn is, op een punet leyt, dat moer ini- 
porteren eoude in caa yan populatie. De Kercke die de gemeente, dieso becoa- 
light hebben, eygen behoort le wcsen, soo brteckse en beneemt den zuyt- 
oosien winl aen de koreii-molen, die dacromtrent staet ; het welcke een made 
oorsaek is, dat men dee zomeis dio^wils by gebreek van maalen sonder broot is 
Van der Donk. 
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justice remarked that the building would be more safe from chap. 
the attacks of the Indians, within than without the fort. As -"^ 
to its being an impediment to the working of the wind-mill, it 
was remarked that the walls of the fort then impeded the action 
of the southeast wind on the mill, and prevented its working 
even before the erection of the church.^ Naught, therefore, 
now remained but to find ways and means to defray the neces- 
sary expenses. Director Kieft promised to advance a few 
tliousand guilders from the public chest. The remainder was 
to be raised by private subscription. 

It happened about this time that the daughter of tlie Rev. 
Mr. Bogardus was being married. This was considered a 
favorable opportunity for raising the required subscription. So 
when the wedding party was in the height of good-humor, and 
mellow with tlie host's good cheer, the Director-general called 
on the guests to subscribe. The disposition to be generous was 
not wanting at such a time. Each guest emulated his neigh- 
bor, and a handsome list was made out. When the morning 
came, a few were found desirous of reconsidering the transac- 
tions of the wedding-feast. But Director Kieft would allow no 
such second thought. They must all pay without exception.^ 

He enlered, as churchwarden, into a contract, forthwith, for 
the mason-work, with John and Richard Ogden, of Stamford, Mny. 
who engaged to build a church of rock-stone, seventy-two feet 
long, fifty-two feet broad, and sixteen feet over the ground, in 
a good and workmanlike manner, for the sum of two thousand 
five hundred guilders, equal to one thousand dollars. The 
churchwardens were to furnish the lime ; to transport the stone 

' Ear de kercke gehouwt was, condo de coornmolan met een luyt oosteii 
wint niet mitlen, doordien de wint door de walleu van't fort gesEut wiert. Van 
Tienhoven'fl Answer to Van der Donek. 

" De Dicecteiir hadde dan besloten een kerck te doen timmeren, en dat ter 
plaetse daer het hem goet docht. Het man queert hem aan de peniungen ; en 
waer die te becomen ? Het gebeiirde om desen tyt, dat den Predikant Eve- 
rardua Bogardus eene vrouw-voordochler bestedo. Dobo gelegcntheyd oordwlde 

vierden off vyffden drenck oock in 't werck Btelde, en by E&li& met een goet 
exempe] voorgaende, liet de bniy-Too^gasten teyckenen, watae tot de korch- 
geven wilde. Ider, dan, met een licbt hooffd, teyckende lyckehck wech, de een 
tegen de ander ; en hocwel het eenige mel beroude, docn de sinnenwoder 't hays 
iinamen, ay moealen even wel betak-n, daer vici iiiul tofje]]. Van dor Dontk, 
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BOOK from the river-side to tiie spot where tlie building was to be 
ifiTo erected ; and to allow the use of the company's boat to the con- 
' tractors, who were to receive also a douceur of one hundred 
guilders, equal to $40, should the work be finished to the satis- 
faction of the employers.' 

With such energy now was the work pushed forward, that 
the walls soon rose to their proper height, and the shingle roof 
soon followed. To commemorate the zeal both of the Direc- 
tor-general and of the commonalty on this occasion, a marble 
slab was placed conspicuously in front of the building, with 
the following inscription engraved thereon :— 

Anno 1642 ; 

"tllillEm Kieft, 53irc£tinr-®cneratt; 

"heeft de gemeentb desen tempel doen uouwen."* 

' The following ie a copy of the contract :—" Appeared before me Cornelia 
van Tienhoven,Becrelary in behalf of the General Privileged West India Com- 
pany, in Hew Nelherlande, tiie Hon'bie Wra. Kieft, Churchwarden, at the re- 
quest of his brethren, the Churchwardens of the Church in New Nclhetlaiiite, 
to transact, and in then- name to conclude the following businees ; So did be, an 
Churchwarden, agree with John Ogdeii, about a church in the tollowmg man- 
ner : — John Ogden ot Stamford, and Richard Ogden, engage to build, in behalf 
of sBJd Churchwardens, a church of rotk-etone, Bcventy-two feet long, fifty 
feet broad, and sixteen feet high, above the soil, all in good order, and in a work- 
manlike manner. They shall be obliged to procure the stone and bring it on 
shore near the fort at their own expense, from whence the Churchwardens shall 
further convey the stone ta the place where it is mtended to build the church, 
at tlieir own expense. The Churchwardens aforesaid wiU procure as much lime 
as shall be required for (he building of the aforesaid church. John and Richard 
Ogden shall at their own charge pay for the masonry, &e., provided, that when 
the work shall be finished, the Churchwardens shall pay to them the sum of 
3,500 gl., which payment shall be made iu beaver, cash, or merchandise, to 
nit : — if the Churchwardens are satisfied with the work, so that in their judg- 
ment the 2,500 gL shaU have been earned, then the said Churchwardens shall 
reward them with 100 gl. more ; and further pmmise to John and Richard Og- 
den to as»at them whenever it is in their power. They further agree to facih- 
tate the carrying the stone thither, and that John and Richard Ogden may use 
during a month or sii weeks the company's boat ; engaging themselves, and 
the aforesaid John and Richard Ogden, to finiah the undertaken work in the 
manner they contracted. Done in Fort Amsterdam, in New Nclhejiuuds. 
(Signed) Wiilom Kieft, John Ogden, Richard Ogden, Gysbert op Dyck, Tlio- 
mas WaiBtt." Alb. Rec. iii., 31. These Ogdens are tlie ancestors of the pres- 
ent bmilies of that name in New York, New Jersey, 3lc. 

""AuuolG42, William Kieft, DireKtor-general ; hath the Commonalty 
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I'he immediate completion of this church was, however, ci 
doomed to be interrupted by the spirit of faction, and continued - 
misundeistaJiding with the aborigines, the progress and ruinous 
coHBequeuces of which it becomes our duty now to relate. 

Shortly after the conclusion of peace with the Wechquaes- 
queeks in the spring of this year, Miantonimo, chief of the 
Narragansett tribes, whose ambitious spirit aimed at sover- 
eignty over all the eastern Indians, visited the neighborhood of 
llie Dutch settlements with a band of one hundred warriors, 
with a view, as it was represented, to urge the Indians into a 
general conspiracy against the Enghsh and the Dutch. So 
full, throughout the land, were men's minds of fear at the re- 
port of the intended massacre, that the strangest alarms seized 
hold of all, and a man could not halloo in the night, but it 
was supposed that he had fallen into the hands of the Indians, 
and was tortured by them unto death. Even Director Kieft 
became affected by these wild reports to such degree that he 
suspected the Indians not only of endeavoring to poison him, 
but even of making him the object of their diabolical incanta- 
tions,* 

In this conjuncture of terror and distrust, some traders stole 
a dress of beaver-skins from a savage whom they had previ- 
ously stupiiied witii brandy. He was of the Hackingsack 
tribe, who inhabited the country opposite the Manhattans, oa 
the western shore. Enraged at his loss, on coming to his 
senses, he vowed to shoot the first " Swannekin" he should 
meet. He more than kept his word. An Englishman, re- 
siding on Staten Island, in the service of De Vries, was killed 
shortly after ; and in a few days following, Gerrit Jansen 
van Vorst was also slain, while engaged roofing a house " be- 

caUBed IMs Temple to be built" Van der Donck. Judge Benson, writing in 
1817, Bays that when the fort waa taken down » a few yeara since," the mar- 
ble slab, above alluded to, wae found, with the Dutch inscription on it, buried in 
Ihe earth, and then removed to tbe belfry of the church in Garden-etreet, N. 
Y., belongiDg to the Butch Reformed Congregation. On the deBtruotion of the 
latter building by the great fire of 183S, this slab totally disappeared. 

' Sominige van de omieggende Wilden pracliaeerde one kruyl in den brant 
le atekeu. ende den Direoteur te vergeven, ofte mot haer duyvelerye te belo- 
vereri, gelyck uaderhandt haet qnade wille gebleacken beoft, soo door effect als 
ieport. Juuriiuel van Nicuw Nederlant. Winthrop's N. Eng. ii., IS, 79. 
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BOOK hind the Cul," as Newark Bay was called, in the colonic of 

■r^^ llie Lord of Nederhorst. 

A deputation of chiefs from Hackingsack and Reckawanck, 
foreseeing the evil consequences of these outrages, hastened 
to New Amsterdam to make reparation, after the fashion of 
the red-man, by paying one or two hundred fathoms of wam- 
pum, as an expiatory oifering, to wipe away, as they said, all 
memory of the deed. But Kieft would not listen to any com- 
promise. Nothing less than the murderer would be accepted. 
In vain did tlie chiefs plead that the Dutch were themselves 
the cause of the murder. " You ought not to sell brandy to 
the Indians to make them crazy, for they are not," they said, 
" accustomed to your liquors. Your own people, though 
used to them, fight with knives and commit fooleries when 
drunk; We wish you, so as to prevent all mischief, to sell no 
more fire-water to our braves." This reasoning was of no 
avail. " You must surrender the murderer," repealed Kieft. 
" We cannot do it," the sachems replied, " he is off to the 
Tankitekes ;" and again they presented their expiatory oflTer- 
ings. But these would not be received; so they returned to their 
homes, hopeless of effecting any reconciliation, for the man 
whom Kieft required at their hands, " was also the son of a 
chief," Hereupon the Director-general sent a message to 
Pacham, chief of the Tankitekes, warning him that no repara- 
tion had as yet been made for the Christian blood shed by the 
savages, and advising him that the Dutch would not wait 
much longer.' 

1643. Winter came, and while the earth was yet buried in snow, 
a party of armed Mohawks, some eighty or ninety in number, 
made a descent upon the Wechquaesqueeks and Tappaen 
Indians, for the purpose of levying tribute. Struck with ter- 
ror, these, amounting to between four and five hundred, fled 
in despair to the island of Manhattans, leaving seventy of their 
men on the field, and numbers of their women and children 
in the hands of the enemy. Half dead with hunger and cold, 
Feb 7. these poor creatures presented themselves at the houses of 
the Dutch, by whom tliey were hospitably received and hu- 
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manely treated for the space of fourteen days. Even Kieft's chap. 
better feelings gaitied, for the moment, the ascendency, and — ^ 
he ordered com to be furnished to the half-famished wretches. 
But terror had emercd so deep into their souls that they did 
not think themselves safe even here. Once more they fled, Feb 
scattering themselves abroad, like leaves before the winter's 
wind, in various directions ; some to Pavonia, where the Hack- 
ingsacks bivouacked one thousand strong ; and others to 
" Rechtanck," a point a short distance east of Fort Amster- 
dam, now called Corlaer's Hook.' 

During the whole of these misunderstandings with the abo- 
rigines, the inhabitants of New Amsterdam were divided in 
opinion as to the proper policy to be pursued towards them. 
One portion, the more numerous, at the head of which was 
David Pietersen De Vries, counselled patience, humanity, 
and kindness, by which course they felt satisfied that the un- 
civilized heathen would eventually be won over; for "the 
Indians, though cunning enough, would do no harm unless 
harm were done to them." Another party, headed by Secre- 
tary Van Tienhoven, and made up of resUess spirits and men 
of strong passions, clamored for the extermination of the sav- 
ages, masking, however, the ferocity of their desires behind 
professions of great indignation at the shedding of innocent 
Christian blood, which tliey were anxious to revenge. 

At this crisis, when wisdom might have taken advantage of 
the fecUngs of gratitude excited in the breasts of the Indians, 
in return for the hospitable shelter recently afforded them by 
ihe Dutch, and have thus converted them into lasting friends, 
Maryn Adriaensen, Jan Jansen Dam, and Abraham Planck, Fob 
three members of the late board of the " Twelve Men," and 
the most violent of the exterminators, took upon themselves, 
while Kieft was participating, at one of their houses, in the 
amusements of Shrovetide, when wine and " mysterious toasts" 
were in free circulation, to present to the Director-general a 
request, in the name of the commonalty, for which, however, 
they had not a shadow of authority, in which they reminded 
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"h? ^ His Excellency that the Indians had not as yet made any rcpa ■ 
lfi4S ^^"'^" ^°^ '^'^ ''''^"'^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^'^' "*"^ fulfilled the conditions 
of the peace concluded at Bronck'a the preceding spring. 
The character of the Dutch nation was suffering, they alleged, 
in consequence, while innocent blood was crying aloud to 
heaven for revenge. " But God having now delivered the en- 
emy evidently into our hands, we beseech you to permit us to 
attack ihem, for which purpose we offer our persons, and pro- 
pose that one party composed of freemen, and another of sol- 
diers, be dispatched to different places against them.'" 
Feb.24, The counsel of the violent prevailed. Kieft resolved " to 
make the savages wipe their chops." In vain did Bogardus 
warn him not to be loo rash, and La Montagne point to the 
defenceless condition of the colony, and advise patience until 
a vessel should arrive from Patria, for by his proceedings the 
Director-general "was about to build a bridge, over which 
war would stalk, ere long, through the whole country ;" in vain 
did De Vries represent that such an attack could not be made 
without the order of the Twelve Men, nor without his consent 
as chairman of the board ; in vain did he describe the mischief 
which overwhelmed the colonic of Zwanendal in 1630, and 
Staten Island in 1640, in consequence of "jangling with the 
Indians ;" in vain did he foreshadow the ruin that would light 
on the Dutch themselves, who were settled all around, and 
had received no warning to be on their guard, so that they 
might escape, or prepare themselves to resist, the assaults of 
those Indians who should survive the attack. " You go," said 
he to Kieft, "to break the Indians' heads ; it is our own nation 
you are about to destroy. Nobody in the country knows any 
thing of this !" But these words " would take no hold " 
Every thing had been pre-arranged. Secretary Van Tienho- 



' HoL Doc. iii., 146 ; Van Tienhoven was accueed of having oripnated this 
teller. " In de jaar 1643 den 24 Feh. [22d] met alle deae omleggende wUden 
in Tieede-saten ; op dien lyd ee^en wy, ab wanneer den DirecteuT met drie 
van zyn coneultanten, het vaetenayoiidsplel ten hiiyze van oen derselfder 
beefl gehouden, en zyn E.Jan Dam een verborgen Baat6 daeropheettgedronc- 
ken en weynich daagen daei ne.n, lieefl laten executeren die vervlocghte acte 
met de vermooden van zoo veel ouschuldige wilden over op Favonia en Mana- 
tana. Letter of the Eight Men. llol. Doc. iii., HUO. 
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ven and corporal Hans Stein had already been to Pavonia, to ™^^- 
examine the ground and to mark the position of the Indians. 
Director Kieft was panting to perform a feat wortiiy of the 
heroes of ancient Rome, and he was determined not to listen 
to reason. To every remonstrance he only rephed — " The 
order is gone forth , it «hall not be recalled '"' 

In the dead of a bleak winter's night, between the 25th and Feb. 
26th of February, two aimed parties went forth from Fort 
Amsterdam One, composed of lieemen, headed by Marjn 
Adnaens(-n, a noted fieebooter, who had recently removed 
from Rensselaerswyck to the Manhattans a man of violent 
temper and quarrelsomi- disposition, proceeded, accompanied 
by Gnvert Lookermans, agamst the Indians at CorUer s Hook 
The olhei, consisting of a troop of soldiers under the com- 
mand of their sergeant and guided bj ont well acquamted 
with the retreat of the red men, crossed o\er to Jande LaLher's 
hoeck in Pavonia, where the principal body of, the Indians 
slept, beliind the settlement of Egbert Wouterssen, and ad- 
joining the bouwerie of Jan Evertsen Bout, unsuspicious of 
any attack from those who, but a few days before, had shel- 
tered and fed them. To secure success, the blessing of 
Heaven was blasphemously invoked on the expedition.^ 

' " Het woordt isaer uyt ; het moet 'or uytblyyen." Hoi. Doc. iii., 161, 174. 
" Voordat dese lochteii geeohieden, etidoden oorloch in den Raadkamer: (daer- 
mede present den Predikant Bogardus :) boslooten zynde, is Comelis van Tien' 
hoven en Hsma Steen gecomniandcert van den Directeur en Raden otnme op 
Favania tegaen, ende de tntuatie van Indianse huyaen te beeichtigen ; waervan 
By rapport gedaen hebben," Hoi. Doc. v., 51, 52 ; De Vries, Korte Ilkto- 

' The following are tranacripta of the commissions issued to the leaders of 
llicEo expeditions :—" Whoreaaj the inliabiiante in our neighborhood continue to 
reside in the country under great alarm, and cultivate their land in anxiety, 
through fear of the savages, who now and then have murdered some of them in 
a most villanoua manner, without any previous provocation, and we cannot ob- 
tain any satLsfaclJan for these massacres; we must, therefore, appeal to our 
arms, so that we may live here in securily. In the full confidence that God 
will crown our resolutions with soccoss ; moreover, as the commonalty solicit, 
on the aad Feb., 1643, that wo may execute the same ; we, therefore, hereby 
authorize Maryn Adriaensen, at his request, with his asBOciates, to attack a party 
of easagoa skulking behind Coriaer's Hook, or plantation, and act with them in 
every such manner as they shall deem proper, and the lime and opportunity 
nhdi permit Done (his 25th February, 1K43," 
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BOOK " I remained that night at the Director's," says an eye-wit- 
-■^2X ness, " and took a seat in the kitchen near the fire. At mid- 
' night, I heard loud shrieks, and went out to the parapet of the 
fort, and looked towards Pavonia. I saw nothing but the 
flashing of the guns. I heard no more the cries of the In- 
dians. They were butchered in iheir sleep i" 

The horrors of this night cause the flesh lo creep when we 
ponder over them, now, two hundred jears after their occur- 
rence. Eighty Indians were slaughtered at Pavonia, and 
thirty at Corker's Hook, while sunk m repose buckJiiigs 
were torn from their mothers' biea'its, butchered before their 
parents' eyes, and their mangled limbs thrown qmvcring into 
the river or the flames Babes were hacked to pieces while 
"fastened to little boards" — their primitive cradles! — others 
were thrown alive into the river ; aiid when their parents, im- 
pelled by nature, rushed in to save them, the soldiers prevented 
their landing ; and, thus, both parents and offspring sunk into 
one watery grave. Children of half a dozen years ; decrepit 
men of threescore and ten, shared the same fate. Those who 
escaped and begged for shelter next morning, were killed in 
cold blood, or thrown into the river. " Some came running to 
us from the country, having their hands cut ofi"; some lost both 
arms and legs ; some were supporting their entrails with their 
hands, while others were mangled in other horrid ways, too 
horrid to be conceived. And these miserable wretches, as 
well as many of the Dutch, were all the lime under the impres- 
sion that the attack had proceeded from tlie terrible Mo- 



" Sergeant Rodolf is oommanaea and authorized to take unaer hie command 
a troop of BOldiera, and lead them lo Pavonia, and drive away and deElroy tho 
BavBgBB being hehind Jan Evortaen's, but lo spare, as much as is possible, their 
wiyes and children, and to take the savages priaoneiB. He may watch there 
for tho proper opportunity to make his attack successful ; for which end Hans 
Stein, who is weU acquainted with erery spot on which the savages were skulk- 
ing, accompanies him. He, therefore, shall consult with the aforesaid Hans 
Stein and the corporals. The exploit to be executed at night, wilh the great- 
est caution and prudence. Our God may bless the expedition. Done, Feb 
24th. I&13." Alb. Bee ii., 210, 211. Hoi. Doc. iii., 14a, 904. 

' Do Vriee ; The Joumael van Nienw Nederland says, the nUmbei killed at 
botli ])lacBs was eighty, and that thirty were lakeu prisonei's. 
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On tlic following day, a man, named Dirck Straatmaker, chap. 
proceeded with his wife to Pavonia, in company with some "'-'~ 
Englishmen, "to plunder maize or anything else," Theype]j_26' 
were warned by the soldiers to return home, but they refused. 
" There was no danger ; if there were a hundred savages, not 
one of them would injure us." The soldiers, hereupon, with- 
drew, but had not gone far when they heard a shriek. Straat- 
maker lay mortally wounded, and his wife dead by his side. 
The unfortunate man could have escaped, but he " did not 
wish to leave his poor wife." The Enghshmen, " who had 
but one gun among them," were fortunately rescued.' 

Flushed with victory, the respective parties returned to Fort 
Amsterdam, bringing with tliem thirty prisoners, and the heads 
of several of the enemy. Kieft, notwithstanding several of the 
commonalty protested against his proceedings and those of his 
three friends, received his soldiers and freebooters with thanks, 
rewards, and congratulations ; while Van Tienhoven's mother- 
in-law, forgetful of those finer feelings which do honor to her 
sex, amused herself, it is stated, in kicking about the heads of 
the dead men which had been brought in, as bloody trophies 
of that midnight slaughter. The spirit of animosity against 
the Indians soon became epidemic. Settlers on Long Island, 
not to be behind their countrymen at the Manhattes, presented 
a petition, signed in their name by Gerritt Wolfertsen, Jacob Fob 
Wolfertsen, Dirck Wolfertsen, and Lambert Huybertsen 
Mol, requesting permission to attack the Marreckkawick In- 
dians, residing between Breucklen and Amersfoort.^ Kieft re- 
fused to sanction this step. These Indians had been always 
the friends and allies of the Dutch, and an attack on them, 
now, would not only lead lo a destructive war, especially as 
this tribe was on its guard and " hard to conquer," but it would 
add to the number of the public enemy, and be productive of 
ruinous consequences to the petitioners themselves. If, how- 
ever, these Indians should demean themselves in a hostile 



' Alb. Kec. Hi,, 117. Joumael van N. N 
'HqI. Doc, v., 320. These Wolfertsens were 

Genitlsen, who, with Hudde, purcliased the Flatl 

in 1636. 
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BOOK manner, every one was permitted to defend himself as best he 

j-^-" could.' 

The latitude allowed by the latter part of this reply, was 
construed by the petitioners, who were ready to construe any 
movement on the part of the Indians into a show of hostility, 
as authorizing the execution of their projects. They imme- 
diately got up a secret expedition, and plundered the Marreck- 
kawicks of two wagon loads of corn. The latter endeavored 
to prevent the robbery. A rencontre ensued, and two Indians 
lost their hves.^ 

This unjustifiable outrage led to consequences almost fatal 
to the Dutch. It estranged the Long Island Indians, the 
warmest of tlicir friends, who now formed an aUiance with 
the river Indians, whose hate knew no bounds when they dis- 
covered that it was the Dutch, and not the Mohawks, who 
had attacked them at Pavonia and CorJaer's Hook. The 
tomahawk, the firebrand, and scalping knife, were clutched 
with all the ferocity of phrensy, and the warwhoop rang from 
the Raritan to the Connecticut, for eleven tribes of savages 
proclaimed open war against the Dutch.* Every settler on 
whom they laid hands was murdered — women and children 
dragged into captivity ; and though the sett]ements around Eort 
Amsterdam extended, at this period, thirty English miles to 
the east, and twenty-one to the north and soutli, the enemy 
burned the dwellings, desolated the farms and farm-houses, 
killed the cattle, destroyed the crops of grain, hay, and to- 
bacco, laid waste the country all around, and drove the set- 
tlers, panic-stricken, into Fort Amsterdam.* " Mine eyes saw 
the flames of their tovras," says Roger Williams ; " the 

' Hoi. Doc. v., 337, 338. The answer was drawn up in council, in Ihe fort, 
b the prcBeiico of tlie Direclor-general, the Fiscal, the Rev. Bogardus, Ensign 
Van Pyck, GyBbetl op Dyek, ai\d Oloff Slevensen. 

' Joarnael van N. N. 

' Geiiootsaack goworden tegens elff naUen van wjlden (: ten dfser ooreaecke 
opslaendsO den opcnbaar oorloch aentenenien. Report and advice, Ap- 

• Two thonsand Indiana by them armed .... fall into war with the 
Dutch, destroyed all their ecattering farmB and boors, in forcing them to retire 
to their up fort, forty loaguea up that river, and to Manhalas. Descriplian of 
New Albion, 19. 
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frights and hurries of men, women, and children, and the t 
present removal of all that could to Holland."^ The planters, ■ 
despairing of effecting a settlement in the country, threatened 
now to abandon New Netherknd, or to move to Rensselaers- 
wyck. Dreading the removal of the people en masse, the 
Director-general found himself obliged to take all the settlers March 
into the company's service for a period of two months, for he ^• 
had not soldiers sufficient for the public defence.^ 

Pent up in the fort with all who could escape the vengeance 
of the savages. Director Kieft experienced, and had to bear, 
the wrath of the men and women who beheld their bouweries 
in flames, and found themselves reduced in a moment, by his 
insane conduct, from the comforts of competency to beggary. 
Women asked him for their husbands ; men for their wives 
and children ; and all taunted him with the ruinous conse- 
quences which followed his obstinate rashness. He endeav- 
ored, for a moment, to stem tlie torrent of public discontent, 
by sending Adriaensen again forth at the head of an armed 
force ; but no good resulted. Adriaensen, though backed by 
an English company, came back from his bootless expeditions 
with the additional chagrin of having witnessed, in the de- 
struction of his own property, the misery he inflicted on others 
returning, with tenfold severity, on his own head. Kieft next 
sent a delegation to the Long Island Indians to inquire why 
they were discontented, and to i xk h n proffer of his 
friendship. Bnt these were too s pi nld o be imposed 
upon ; too indignant to listen to h j f " Call ye 

yourselves our friends ' If e are n hm bu om thieves," 
they shouted from a distance, wh 1 h y fu d to hold any 
commumcation with the Dutch nt ^ 

Foiled in all his plans, and now smartmg under the ad- 
ditional diigrace of having his advances for i peace rejected 
by the uncivilized savages, Kieft cowered, ■ind deprived of 
all other resources, deteirained to humble himself btiore that 

' Hhode IsloDd Hiat. Ree, ii.., l3li. 

' Alb. Rec. iL, 213. 

' Den Directeur . , . sant voart eenigli voick overomme de redan ts 
welea. Do Wilden liaer van verro verthooueiide, riepen: " Zyt gy aiue 
vriondan) gy zyt maer cooren dieveii." Journ. van N. N. 
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BOOK Heaven whose laws he liad offended, in the hope of obtaining 
>"— from the Most High that mercy which he had refused to his 
■fellow-men. " We continue to suffer much trouble and loss 
from the heathen, and many of our inhabitants behold their 
lives and property in jeopardy, which is doubtless the conse- 
quence of our sins," was the humble confession which he 
Marchpublicly made on proclaiming a day of General Fast and 
Prayer, and soliciting every one to prepare, by true penitence 
and unremitted supplication, to invoke God's mercy, " so that 
His holy name may not be slandered by the heathen through 
our iniquities.'" 

All this, however, had not the effect of allaying popular 
discontent, nor of diverting public censure. The Director- 
general was still held responsible for the massacre on the night 
of the 25lh February, which was now held in such general 
detestation by the honest buigheis, that some among them 
seriously proposed to imitate the precedent offered by the 
neighboring province of Virginia, by deposing the Director, 
and bundling him back to Holland in the Peacock, then in 
port.* From this responsibility Kieft endeavored to extricate 
himself, by throwing the fault on those wlio had presented 
him the petition in the name of the commonalty. " You must 
blame the freemen for what has occurred." "You forbade 
those freemen to meet on pain of corpora! punishment," was 
the retort thrown back at him ; " how came it then ?" He 
could make no reply .^ 

Maryn Adriaensen, one of the three who had signed the 
letter, became soon aware of the direction which Kieft was 
giving to public opinion, for he found liimself the object of 
public reproach, and heard himself assailed as a murderer, 
and stigmatized as the chief cause of all the sufferings whicii 
tis fellow-citizens had to endure at the hands of the Indians. 
Goaded by the recollections of all that he had risked, and all 
that he had lost, the freebooter armed himself with a cutlass 

■ Alb. Rec. u., ai4, 215, 

' " Hendriok Siiydcr Kip BaiJ, We ought to send the Kievit (meaning th« 
Director) back to Holland in the Peacock." Alb. Rec ill., 109. 

■ See affidavits of Evertsea Bont, Stoffelaen, Arcutaon, Comelissen, Derek 
pea Blttanw, in Hal. Doc. iii., 149, 150, 151, 153, 154. 
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and loaded pistol, and rushed into the presence of the Direc- •^"'J'- 
tor-general, where, presenting the weapon at Kieft's breast, he -^^ 
exclaimed, " What devilish lies are these you've been telling njaj^h 
of me ?" The assault would of a certainty have been fatal to ^i. 
the Director, had not Counsellor La Montagne, who happened 
to be near, grasped, with becoming presence of mind, the 
pistol with such quickness as to cover the pan with his hand, 
and thus the weapon fortunately missed fire ; while Robert 
Pennoyer drew the sword from the scabbard and flung it on 
one side. With the assistance of the attorney-genera! and 
others, the assassin was immediately overpowered and com- 
mitted to prison. 

The attack was, however, the signal for a general rising 
among Adriaensen's followers. In an hour, the prisoner's 
son, accompanied by another desperado, presented himself, 
armed with a pistol and a gun, at the fort where Kieft was 
walking. On perceiving their approach, the Director-gene- 
ral retired towards his room, but was, notwithstanding, fired 
at on his retreat by young Marynsen, who, in return, was 
shot down by the sentinel, his head being afterwards aflixed 
to a gibbet. A crowd of some five and twenty of Adriaensen's 
accompHces now collected around the Director's door ; but not 
well relishing a personal interview with all these lawless men 
at once, Kieft ordered four of their number to be admitted. 
These demanded the prisoner's pardon ; but as this could not 
be acceded to, the Director-general expressed his willingness 
to submit the whole matter to the citizens at large, to adjudge 
in the case as their consciences should suggest, with permis- 
sion to the prisoner's friends, to select some S^om among 
themselves to assist in the investigation. 

Instead of communicating this proposal to the congregation, 
amounting now to over five hundred men, Maryn's friends 
selected twenty-five or thirty persons who reiterated the de- 
mand that the prisoner be released, "which of course was 
refused." They then elected eight from among themselves, 
" one of whom was already a convicted criminal," who, with- 
out hearing any of the parties, or taking cognizance of any 
complaints or papers, ordered Adriaensen's release on pay- 
ment of a fine of live hundred guilders, (SSOO,) and on condi- 
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BOOK tion that he absent himself from the Manhattans for and during 
■"■^ the space of three months. This proceeding being entirely 
' irregular, was refused the sajiclion of the authorities. De- 
sirous, however, of paying some deference to public opinion, 
Director Kieft determined, " in accordance with the invariable 
custom in affairs of consequence," to adjoin some of the most 
respectable of the commonalty to the council, which, notwith- 
standing the Director's solemn promise to the Twelve Men in 
January, 1642, still consisted of only two persons. But owing 
to either his own unpopularity, or to the fear of Maryn's asso- 
ciates, Kieft found " none so poor to do him reverence " 
" No one would o la d t a s t The D to .^e I 

March thereupon resolve! to e 1 tl p son w th all tic docu 
ments appertainin to the a t Holland that he may be 
tried there, " lest t n 1 1 be s uat d tl at e a ted n a 
passion." Thithe Al a n t sad \\as 1 ned ons 
accordingly,' 

Spring, the sea on fo fi 1 I u t a d i la t 



' Alb. Kec. ii., 216, 217, S18, 319 ; iu., 94. Winlhrop, and after him Hab- 
bard> Trumbull, and all the New England aulhoTLties who allude to this trans- 
fictioa, represent that Adriaenaen, whom they call " Marine, the Dutch Cap- 
taja," assaulted Kieft for having preferred Capt, Uuderhill to hun as commander, 
about this tune, of the Dutch forces against the Indians. But the Albany 
Records and the Joumael vaa Nieuw Nederlandt, which embody Kieft's 
pereonal statement, make no nienlion of this motive. They ascribe Maryn's 
movement solely to irritation at being assailed as a murderer, and made thereby 
the scape-goat Ibr public censure to centre on. " What devilish lies have you 
been telling of me ?" is his complaint, and not, Why do you put another over 
me 1 Besides, Underbill did not enter mto the Dutch service until the fall of 
this year, several months after the above assault. The latter's promotion could 
not, therefore, have been the cause of Maryn's attack on Dh-eotor KiofL In 
truth, the statements of New England writers, in general, on matters occurring 
in New Nellierland, must bo received, for obvious reasons, with extreme cau- 
tioa. They serve to embarrass rather than to t^ciiitate the labor and progress 
of the historian. 

The freebooter, it seems, returned to New Nctherland some years after this, 
axid, notwithstanding the above outrage on the Director-general's person, ob- 
tained a grant from Kieft, on the 11th May, 1647, of ■' a piece of land on the 
west side of the North River, known by the name of Awiehaken," which " is 
bounded on the south by the kill of Hoboken, and runs thence north to the 
next kill, and with the same breadth into the woods, ujitil it contains 50 mor' 
gens of land." Alti. Kec GG, 491. 
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now at hand. The Indians saw the necessity of intermitting chap. 
their wars, to prepare food for themselves and families. They -"^^ 
made advances, therefore, for the re-establishment of peace.^ 
Three Indians, messengers from " the great chief Pennawitz," March 
sachem of the Canarsee tribe, approached the fort, bearing a 
white flag. They were sent to inquire why the Dutch had 
murdered his people, who had never injured them ? The op- 
portunity was seized to obtain a cessation of hostilities, and 
Captain David P. De Vries and Jacob Olfertzsen volunteered 
to go to Rockaway, to have " a talk" with the Indians. They 
arrived in the evening at the wigwam of the " one-eyed" chief, 
by whom they were hospitably entertained. His residence 
was situated some miles from the shore, and he was surround- 
ed by between two and tliree hundred warriors, the owners of 
some thirty horses. 

The Dutch ambassadors were led forth next morning into 
the woods, where they found sixteen chiefs awaiting their ar- 
rival. Seated in a circle, these placed the delegates from the 
Manhattans in the centre, and then one of the chiefs, holding 
a bundle of little sticks in his hand, slowly arose and address- 
ed the Dutchmen in the following words : 

" When you first arrived on our shores, you were often in 
want of food. We gave you our beans and our com. We 
let you eat our oysters and fish ; and now, for a recompense, 
you murder our people." 

Here the sachem paused It was the first count in the in- 
dictment. He laid down one of the little sticks, and then 



" The men whom you left here at your first trip, to barter 
your goods until your return, we cherished as we would our 
eyeballs. We gave them our daughters for wives, and by 

' 't Sayeaen am de beestialen uyttejagcn comt ; dit ven>b!igeerd«a veele den 
pays M begeren. Van d'anderezyde de wilden oock sieiiden dat het tyt was 
mayz te platiten, waren nielmin begcrigli om to vreden, eoo dat naer eenige 
commuiiioatie de pays besloaleii werl. Joiiniael van N. Nuiierlaiidt. " lu the 
spring and part of the Eumnier, they (llje ludiaus) follow fishing. Wlieii the 
wild herbage begins (o sprout up ia tlio woods, tliu first Imntuig seaBon begins, 
and then many ol (heir young men leave the finlierles for the purpose of hunt- 
ing ; but the old and thoughtful remain at tlie fisherioa until the second an4 
principal hunting Bcason." Van der Donck's Deecript.ot N. Notlierland. 
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BOOK these have they had children. There are now numbers of 
; Indians who come from the mixed blood of tJie Indians and 
I blood have you spilt in this villan- 
And here he laid Aovm another stick. Many 
more remained untold in his hand. Many more were the 
complaints which the red-man had to record. 

At the conclusion of the chieftain's speech, De Vries invited 
the sachems to accompany him to Fort Amsterdam. They 
consented, and gave each of the Dutch delegates, in token of 
iheir sincerity, ten fathoms of wampum, equal in value to six- 
teen dollars. But just at the moment of embai'kation, another 
Indian, armed with bows and arrows, came running towards 
the shore, and endeavored to dissuade the chiefs from pro- 
ceeding. " Are ye fools," he asked, " to go to the fort to 
those villains who have murdered your friends ? When ye 
go, the governor will keep ye all, and the Indians will then be 
without chiefs." For a moment the sachems hesitated ; but 
on De Vries pledging his word, they became reassured, and 
consented to proceed, " for the Indians liad never heard a lie 
from him, which was not the case with many of the Swanne- 
kins." 

March This party, twenty in number, arrived at Fort Amsterdam 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, and concluded a treaty of 
peace with the Dutch, in ratification of which some presents 
were made to these Long Island chiefs, who were requested 
to bring in the river Indians, in order that peace might be con- 
cluded with Ihem also.' 



' Do Vriea J Alb. Rec. ii., 215. Winlhrop, and all the New England writers 
Biiice Ilia time, who hive referred lo the aboTo Ireaty, represent that it was 
mainly brought about by the itiQuenco and iutnrfereiice of Roger Williams. 
" The issue had been imcertain but for the presence of Roger Williams at Man- 
hattan, on his way to England. His mediation gave a truce to Long Island," 
Bancroft's U. S. ii., 291. It was by the influence of Williams, saya Gamell, 
copying Knowles, (art. Life of Williams, in Sparta's Am. Biog. xiv,, 117,) thai 
the fiery zeal of the Indians was appeased, and peace restored to the Dutch 
seMlementa. Historical truth, and no desire to detract from the high merits of 
the purely-minded Rhode Island phUanthropist, requires ua to doubt the correct- 
neee of these statements. De Vries, who was the principal actor in Emnging about 
this peace, relates (N. Y. HisL Soc. Coll. New Series, L, 370) the several alepa 
which preceded its conclusion, with a minuteness and fidelity commanding convio. 
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Nearly a montli elapsed before these could be persuaded to chap. 
believe in the sincerity of the Dutch. Tnisting at last to the -'•^~ 
representations of his brethren on Long Island, the chief of 
the Hackingsacks appeared at the fort, with authority to con- 
clude a peace both for his own and the neighboring tribes, the 
record of which is in these words : 

"This day, the twenty-second of April, 1643, between April 
WiLLEM KiEFT, Dircctor-general, and the council of the 
New Netherlands on the one side, and Oratatnin, Sachem of 
the savages residing at Ack-kin-kaa-hacky, who declared that 
he was delegated by and for those of Tappaen, Reckgawa- 
wane, Kicktawanc, and Sintsinck, on the other side, is a 
Peace concluded in the following manner, to wit : 

" AH injustices committed by said nations against the 
Netherlanders, or by the Netherlanders against said nations, 
shall be forgiven and forgotten forever ; reciprocally promis- 
ing, one the other, to cause no trouble, the one to the other ; 
but whenever the savages understand that any nation, not 
mentioned in this treaty, may be plotting mischief against the 

lion, but makes no mention or allusion to Mr. Williams. The Indians made Ihe fiist 
overtures to the Datoh. " No one had the courage to go" lo Long Island but 
De Vries and Olfertszen. It was with them alone that the Indians bad the 
" talk," and when the latter hesitated lo come lo New Amsterdam — when 
" the iBsae" was truly " uncertain," it was on the reproBentatiooa of De Vries 
alone, that the chiefs yentared to place themselves in the power of Kieft, " for 
the Indians had never heard a lie from him." In the whole of this transacKon, 
Mr. Williams's name ts not once mentioned. That he did endeavor lo mediate, 
at one time, we presume at some earUer date, is probable, from his letter to the 
general court of Massachusetts, (Rhode Island Hist. CoU. iii., 155.) But he 
used his influence with the Dutch, and not with the Indians, and bis efforts 
then were unavailing. " The name of peace, which some offered lo mediate, 

was foolish and odious to fheni Before we weighed anchor their 

bouweries wore in flames, &c." In no part of this letter does Mr. Wlliama 
encourage the idea that he used his influence with the Indiana, or persuaded 
thorn to make peace. On the contrary, he endeavored to influence Ihe Dutch 
— Director we suppose — but he failed, t'e Vries's minute testimony, and Mr. 
Williams's «1ence as to any participation of his in bringing about the treaty, 
alferd conclusive evidence, in our opinion, of Ihe incorrectness of the positions 
assumed by the New England historians on this point. The fact that Winthrop 
places the date of the treaty in June, while the actual record shows it to have 
been in March, is enough, we shoold think, to invalidate any et 
in the matter. 
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BOOK Christians, then will they give to them a timely warning, anil 
'-''"" not admit such a nation within their own limits," 

To secure this peace, presents were mutually eschanged, 
and the Almighty God was implored to direct the savages to 
observe its conditions ; but the latter were not satisfied with 
what they had received, and — presage ominous of further 
evil — they went away grumbling.' 

' Alb. Kec. ii., 320. De Vries. The ori^nal name of the Croton River 
was Kicktawaiic, and of the lande adjacent to it oq the BOuth, Siat»nck. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Union of the New England eolonies—Congratulatoty letters sent by Bireotor 
and council of NoiV Netherland — Beply of the goremor of Massachusetts 
— Proceedings of the rommKBioners of thfi United Colonies regarding the 
Dutch— Sir Edmund Plojden Earl palalhie of New Albion— Boundaries of 
the Palatinate — Continued dia&dtisfaotiDn of the Indians — The Wappingom 
attack a Dutch boat and eommenCG hostiUtifs — Several other boats attacked 
and Christians killed — Meeting of the commonalty — ElecUon of the Eight 
Men — Names of the citiieiis present on this occaHOn— Conclueions of Ihe 
Eight Men — Eipel one of the board, and nominate another m his place— 
Army raised against the Indians— The latter attack some settlers on Staten 
Island and in the colonie at Achter Cul — Murder several prisons, and over- 
run the country — Mrs. Hutchinson and family killed — Attack on Lady 
Moody— Further deliberations of the Eight Men— Prices at New Amster- 
dam— Letters to the Assembly of the XIX. and to the States General- 
Kales foe the Boldiers on guard— Stale of affaira on the Island of Man- 
hattans. 

The principal men in New England having taken into their ceiap. 
serious consideration the troubles wliich were now prevailing -v~ 
in the mother country, and the unprotected state of the colo- 
nies in consequence ; and duly weighed, in connection with 
these, the claims which the Dutch so pertinaciously put for- 
ward, together with the restless and hostile demonstrations of 
the surrounding Indians, considered their safety could be ef- 
fectually secured only by forming a confederation, offensive 
and defensive, of the separate colonies of Massachusetts, 
Plymouth, New Haven, and Connecticut, which was accord- 
ingly completed on the nineteenth of May this year, under the May 
style and title of " The United Colonies of New England." 

Intelligence of this union having reached Fort Amsterdam 
shortly after, the Director general and council considered such 
an occurrence to furnish a filling opportunity to obtain a re- 
dress of grievances, and to establish 4 better understanding in 
that quarter. He therefore dispatched in the course of July, July 
a sloop lo Boston, with letters wiitten m Latin, and signed by ^'^' 
Secretary Van Tienlioven, addressed to the governor and sen- 
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BOOK ate of the United Provinces of New England, After having, 

■"y^ in the first place, congratulated his excellency on tJie confed- 
' eration which had been entered into between himself and the 
other colonies, Kieft took occasion to repeat his complaints of 
the griev<Jus wTongs and insufferable injuries committed by 
New Haven and Connecticut on the Dutch ; he next directed 
attention to the misrepresentations made by Lord Say, Mr, 
Peters, and others, to the Dutch ambassador at London ; and 
concluded by inquiring of Governor Winthrop whether lie 
should aid or desert him, so that he might know his friends 
from his enemies. 

July The governor of Massachusetts submitted this comraum- 
■ cation to such of his council as were at Boston, after which 
he replied, expressive of his sorrow for the differences which 
had arisen between the Dutch and his brethren at Hartford 
He hoped that the good understanding which had existed be- 
tween the people of Massachusetts and the Dutch ever since 
they had come to these parts might continue, and suggested 
that the present differences might be arranged by arbi- 
tration in England, Holland, or America. He added, how- 
ever, by way of explanation, that according to the articles of 
confederation, each colony was obliged to study the welfare 
and interests of the other colonies as well as its own ; that his 
letters should be duly weighed by those who were to give 
further answer ; in the mean while, he trusted that their an- 
cient friendship should not be interrupted, and that eacii party 
would carefully avoid aU injuries until final arrangements 
should be made either here or in Europe ; as the controversy 
at Hartford about a small piece of land, in so vast a continent 
as that of America, was, he wisely remarked, too trifling to 
cause a breach between Protestants so intimately related in 
feelings and religion as were the Dutch and the English. 

Sept. 7 The question came up at the first meeting of the commis- 
sioners, held soon after at Boston, at which the New Haven 
delegates presented a statement of what they considered the 
hostile and oppressive conduct of the Dutch towards the Eng- 
lish, at the South River, and other places. Connecticut also 
made various complaints. Hereupon the president was or- 
dered to communicate these several charges to the Director- 
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general at the Manhattans, and to demand satisfaction for the chap. 
injuries of which they complained. Governor Winthrop was, --~— 
also, directed to write respecting the Dutch title to the land at 
Hartford, which the commissioners could not acknowledge 
until they had more light ; and to assure the Director that as 
they would not wrong otliers, so would they not desert their 
confederates in a just cause. These replies did not satisfy 
Kieft. He again wrote, reiterating his complaints, and re- 
urging the soundness of the Dutch title to Hartford.' 

Wliile the Director-general was thus engaged, vindicating 
the company's jurisdiction over the lands on the Connecticut 
River, a new claimant appeared at Fort Amsterdam, and aa- 
seiied his right to all that part of New Netheiland embraced 
between the North and South risers, (now constituting the 
State of New Jersey,)together «ith a portion of Virginia. 
This personage was Sir Edmund Ployden, Earl-palatine of 

1 p n f N Albion 
S ra n d n mstances, and circumscribed in means, 

h w i y k II jpened to he ihrown into jail in England 
f d b 1 up 1 solicited from King Charles the First 
a p 1 h D laware River But having been un- 

successful at court, he addressed himself to the king's favorite, 
Strafford, then viceroy of Ireland, who took upon himself to 
grant to his friend, in 1634, a tract of land beginning at Cape 
Mey, whence it extended west forty leagues up the Delaware ; 
thence north forty leagues ; after which it inclined east for 
the same distance to the Hudson River to " Sand-heey," or, 
as we presume, Sandy Hook ; from which place the line ran 
south along the coast to the cape from which it first started. 
This grant included, moreover, all the islands in the sea 
" within ten leagues of the shore of the said region, called by 
the names of Pamonk, (or Long Island,) Hudson's, or Hud- 
son's River Isles, or by whatever other name, with all ports 
for shipping and creeks of the sea to the same adjoining." 
This territory was, at the same time, erected into a province, 
or " free county palatine," over which the patentee was cre- 



* Winthrop's Journal 303, 304, 305 ; Winthrop's N. Eng, ij., 139, 130, 157 j 
Hubbard's N. Eng. 4^3, 434, 435. TrumbuH'e Conn. [., 126, 134, 135 



dbyGoogle 



283 HISTORY OF 

BO^K ated Earl-palatine, and for its settlement a company was 
j^2o formed, consisting of forty-four lords, barons, baronets, 
knights, gentlemen, and adventurers, under the style of " the 
Albion Knights for the conversion of the twenty-three kings" 
of Charles River, as they called the Delaware. It was not, 
however, by lords and baronets that colonies were to be 
planted in America, It was, rather, by the poor, the patient, 
and the daring. Either the means of this goodly company 
were too slender, or their plans too crude, or, what is more 
probable, their patent was utterly valueless, and this colony had 
no other but a pseudo-parchment existence. The company, 
the colony, and the Earl-palatine, have disappeared from the 
face of the earth, leaving scarcely a trace to mark either their 
whereabouts or their existence. Sir Edmund Ployden retired 
to Virginia shortly after his appearance at New Amsterdam, 
" for he would not quarrel with the Dutch," who now became, 
again, a prey to all the horrors of an Indian war.' 

The peace, which had been concluded in the spring, was 
considered by the River Indians in every respect unsatisfac- 
tory. The presents they had received were looked upon as 
by no means commcnsumte to the enormous losses which 
they had experienced at the hands of the white men ; and 
Kieft, when their complaints came to his ears, took, unfor- 
Juiy tunately, no pains to remove their dissatisfaction by opportune 
■ presents, but rather aggravated the existing ill-feeling by 
abusing the Indians, and inducing, by a bribe of two hundred 
fathoms of wampum, their chief, who came to warn him of 
his danger, " to kill those boobies who desired to war with the 
Swannekins."^ 

In the mean while, Pacham, the crafty leader of the Tanki- 
tekes of Haverstraw, visited all the Indian villages, and stim- 
ulated the savages to rise and massacre the Dutch. The 
spirit of evil found minds too well-disposed to receive his 
counsel and to take up the tomahawk. The Wappinecks, or 
Wappingers, residing on the North River, about half way be- 

' Hazard's Stale Papers i., IGO, IGl ; Van dor Donek's VetWogh van N. N.; 
Barker's Sketches in Hazard's Reg. J., 130 ; Planlagenet's New Albion ; 
Bajieroft's United States ii., 996 ; Alb. Eec. lii., 224 ; xvJii., 340. 

' De VrUie. 
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tween the Manhattans and Fort Orange, with whom the Dutch chap. 
never had any dispute, were the first to commence h&stiUties. -^^ 
They attacked an open boat coming from the latter post, 3ader j^ j 
with four hundred beaver skins, and murdered Willem Cor- 
nehssen Coster, one of the crew,' The booty acquired on 
this occasion tempted others to make similar attacks on two 
other boats, which were also overpowered. But in an attempt 
to surprise a fourth, the savages were repulsed with a loss of 
six men. Nine Christians lost their lives in these rencontres, 
and one woman and two children were led away captives. 
Another party of Indians murdered an old couple, whom they 
visited under pretence of selling some beavers, and inflicted, 
at the same time, five wounds on an unfortunate settler, who 
succeeded, however, in making his escape to Fort Amsterdam 
in a boat ; bearing along with him, in his arms, a little child, 
who had already lost both father and mother in the first at- 
tack, and now was deprived of its grandfather and grand- 
mother, having been thus twice miraculously snatched, by the 
interposition of Providence, from the clutches of the savages 
ere it was yet two years of age. Numbers of others were 
also murdered about tins time by the Indians, who came under 
the guise of friendship to warn the Christians of approaching 
danger.^ 

The hour of peril brought with it again the necessity of 
consulting the people ; and Kieft, who never respected either 
popular rights or popular representatives, found himself, after 
a lapse of six or seven months, compeUed to call the com- 
monalty together anew to take into consideration such pro- 
positions as he should submit for the general good. The 
people met accordingly in the fort. They were called on " to 
elect five or six persons from among themselves," to consider 
maturely the articles which the Director-general and council 
were prepared to propose. But they preferred leaving the 
responsibility of choosing the " select men" to the executive, 
reserving to themselves, however, the right to reject such per- 
son or persons as might not be pleasing to them, and s 

Alb. Kec. iii., 143. 
' Joumael van N. N. ; Winlhrop'a N. Eng. ii., 130. 
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BOOK whom they might have any thing to object.^ A board of 
-'v»- Eight Men was subsequently chosen, a certificate of whose 

' election was recorded in the following terms : 
Sept "We, the undersigned, declare that we have elected 
' Joachim Pietersen, Jan Damen, Barent Dircksen, Abraham 
Pietersen, Isaack AUerton, Thomas Hal, Gerrit Wolfertsen, 
and Cornelis Melyn, maturely to consider the propositions 
submitted to us iiere by the Director and Council of New 
Netherland, approving hereby what the aforesaid persons 
sliall herein treat of and determine. (Signed,) 

" Philip Grave, Cornelia x Swilwan, Jan x Haer, Albert 

Hoi. Doc. iiL, 141. The following is a translaUon of this interesllng re- 
cord ; " We, ttiB anderaigned, having appeared in the fort at the request of the 
Noble Director and Council, to eipiBBS our opinions on their Honors' proposal, 
SB they have required of ua to elect five or six persons from among ourselves to 
weigh maturely the articles laid before uB, so have we considered it wise to 
leave to the Director and Council the doing that ; namely, the selection of 
tliose persons; provided that we may reject the person or persons against 
whom there might be any thing to object, and are not pleasing to ua 
(Signed.) 
" J. P. Kayter, Wolfert X Gerrila, 

Barent X Dircksen, Abraham Planck, 

Coruelis Wittcnsen, Louis X Crain, 

Comelis Jaeobe. X Hille, Fieler Colet, 

Ahm. Fietoraen, Heindrick Hoindricksen Kype, 

Govert Lookmana, Class X Montelaar, 

Gerrit X Wolphorts, Cites Jansen Rnter, 

Barent Janssen, George X Horns, 

Hans X Hansen, Ambrosius X Losmau, 

Jan X Pieces, Richard 

Richard X Colfex, C omelis Twits, 

Comefc X Souleman, John Pathaway, 

Fieler Linde, (. omelia IHelyn, 

Jan Snediker, Albert Claessen, 

Isaak X de Forest, Comelis Lambertseu X Cool, 

Abraham X Jacobse, Jan Jansen Damen, 

Comelis Volckers, Isaak Allerton, 

Claes X Caerlessen, Jacob Couwenhoven, 

Willem Adriaensen, Jan Verbrugo, 

Thomas Hall, Comelis Dircksen HoochlonI, 

Thomas X SandaiBen, Wilheun Goulder, 

Benj'n. Pawley, Pieter Adriaenaen, 

Hcyndriok X Heyndricksen, Laurens X Pietersen, 
P. R. GiohhoHs." 
Such as have a X atHiod lo their names made their niai^ 
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Jansen, Teunis x Cray, Jacob x StoffeJsen, Cornells Wil- oitap. 
lemsen, Claes x Corstersen, Richer! x Gebbers, Reyner x — n-*- 
Jansen, Joris x Bastelaar, Egbert Woulersen, Pieter Linde, 
Wolphert x Gerrits, Isaak x de Forest, Ab. x Jacobse, 
Pieter Colet, Govert Loockmans, Jacob Couwenhoven, Wil- 
lem Adriaensen, Jan Verbrugge, Thoman x Sandersen, Am- 
brosius x Losman, Wilheim Goulder, Jan x Pieces, Benj'n. 
Pawley, Laurens x Pietersen, John Pathaway." 

The first meeting of the above representatives was held Sept. 
two days after their election, pursuant to a summons from the 
Director-general, " to consider the critical circumstances of 
the country," One of their earliest acts was to mark their 
disapprobation of those who had demanded permission to at- 
tack the Indians. With this view, they required the exclu- 
sion of Jan Jansen Dam from the board, as they refused to sit 
with him, he being one of the signers of the letter of the 
twenty-fourth of February last. Dam protested in strong 
terms against this proceeding, and especially against Kieft, by 
whose misrepresentations, he averred, he had been deceived 
into signing the letter. But these excuses availed him naught. 
He was excluded, and Jan Evertsen Bout selected by the 
other seven to fill the vacancy. It was then resolved to re- 
new the war " either by force or stratagem," against the river 
Indians, but to preserve peace with the Long Island tribes, 
" if they commit no hostilities ;" to encourage the latter, " if 
they could be persuaded," to bring in " some heads of the 
murderers ;" and to engage and arm as large a body of men 
as the freemen could afford to pay. At this meeting, several 
good and wholesome regulations were passed forbidding tip- 
pling and taverns, in lieu of which a course of religious exer- 
cises, accompanied by preaching, was ordered for the space 
of a week. This order, we regret, however, to have to add, 
was entirely neglected by the minister charged with its execu- 
tion. The Eight Men then adjourned, having previously 
agreed to meet on every Saturday evening to watch the pn>- 
gress of afiairs.' 

' Hoi. Doc. ILL, 144, 145 ; y. 333 ; Alb. Kec. ii., 931. " Deeen aoht man- 
nen hebben wel eenige goede en behoorlycke aiiiculen bcraemt, voorbiedeDde 
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BOOK The Director-general immediately proceeded to arm the 

iflj^ ^^'-'^^^^ ^'^^ company's servants, and to engage the English 
' inhabitants, (who were now threatening to quit the country,) 
the commonalty having agreed to defray the third part of their 
expenses. This corps, consisting of between fifty and eighty 
men, shortly after swore " fidelity to the High and Mighty 
Lords the States General, the Prince of Orange, the West 
India Company, and the Director and Council of New 
Netherland ;" to " sacrifice their lives in their and the coun- 
try's service, and to obey the Director, as dutiful officers and 
soldiers are hound to do."^ 

The enemy did not allow Kieft, or his troops, much time 
for preparation. A small force, consisting of " five soldiers, 
five boys, and one man," detailed for the defence of the colo- 
nie "behind the Cul," (or Newark Bay, as it is now called,) 
belonging to the Lord of Nederhorst, was attacked by a strong 

SepL party of savages in the course of the night of the I7th Septem- 
ber, and after a desperate resistance, were finally obliged to 
retreat ; the house having been fired over their heads. They 
escaped with considerable difficulty in a canoe, saving nothing 
but their arms. Another small force, which had been dis- 
patched to the same quarter for the protection of the farm 

Oct. 1. of Jacob Stoffi;lsen,.was visited some ten or fifteen days after- 
wards, by a party of nine Indians, under a pretence of friend- 
ship, who finding the soldiers unarmed, murdered all in the 
house, except the farmer's step-son, whom they carried off to 
Tappaen, after having burned all the farm-houses and produce, 

all taferniea en alle andere auhebbelyckheden. St«Iden wuier in plaetse eeu 
weeck predicstis, als by de oidre gesien can worden, toch 't is by den Ofliciec 
tot eiBcutie niet gebriicht" Letter of the Eight Men, 3fitli October, 1644 
Ho!. Doe. iii., 215. 

' Soo wert 'er goetgevondeii dat men boo yeel Engelsche Bouden aennanieu 
alsser in 't laut te becomeo waren, die aa togh van nieeniugh weren te ver- 
trecken ; waervau de Genjeeule oen derde part eoude betalon ; deae belofttii 
gOBChiet by de Gemeaute, maer do betallnge volght niet. Jouniael v in N N 
The number to be paid by the common ally was, according lo anothtr diilbontj, 
fifty men. Report and advice, Appendix E, Trumbnl! [Hist. Conn. i„ 139] 
represents theee " fifty Englishmen" to liave been a bodygnard to Kieft's 
peiBon, aa "be could not trust Iiimself" among the people. But tliis la au 
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while Aert Tlicunisseii, a planter at Hoboken, was surprised, chaf. 
as he was trading at the Beargat, outside Sandyhook, and "yr^ 
murdered by the savages, who afterwards destroyed both his 
cattle and plantation.' 

The greatest terror prevailed everywhere. Pavonia, Ach- 
ter Col, the greater part of Manhattan, and most of Long Isl- 
and were in the hands of the enemy, now consisting of seven 
different tribes, amounting, it was estimated, to fifteen hun- 
dred warriors. While the work of destruction was going on in 
the above quarters, other parties of savages crossed over to the 
main, and cleared all before them as far east as Stamford. 
Thither the celebrated Mrs. Anne Hutchinson had retired 
from her persecutors in Massachusetts, but the Indians had 
discovered her retreat. They appeared at first iriendly, as 
was their wont when making their visits. But on discovering 
the defenceless condition of the inmates, they killed her and 
her son-in-law, Mr. Collins, with her own son, Francis, and 
all the other members of her family, besides a number of other 
persons in the neighborhood, belonging to the families of Mr. 
Throgmorton and Mr. Comhill. Eighteen persons, in all, fell 
victims here to these barbarians, who, putting the cattle into 
barns, burnt the whole. Passing, thence, over to Long Island, 
they attacked the plantation of the Lady Moody at Gravesend 
several times, who would have, doubtless, shared the fate of 
the unfortunate Mrs. Hutchinson, had not her ladyship had a 
guard of forty men to protect her. Indeed so bold now had 
the Indians become, that they hesitated not to attack isolated 
bodies of the Dutch in their visits to the outposts around Fort 
Amsterdam, on one of which occasions Ensign van Dyck had Oct 6. 
a narrow escape of being killed, having received a ball in his 
right arm, which passed across his body, grazing his cliest.^ 



' Alb. Eec iii., 153 ; De Vries ; Van der Donck's Vertoogh van N. N. ; Hoi. 
Doc. IT., 347. Beeregat, the firBt inlet without the cape on the New Jotsej 
eliore. Benson's Mem. 21. See also Vaii der DoiicU'e Bfechryving van N. N. 

' Wiiilhrop'B Journal, 308 ; Winthrop^aN. Eisg, ii., 135, 13G; Hubbani, 345, 
34fi ; Alb. Rec. ii., 238 ; Gartou's Simplicity Defended, in Rhode lei. Hie. Soc. 
Rec. iL, 59. Wilde's Rise, Reign, and Ruin of the Antinomiane contains this 
pious exultation at the deelruclioiiof Mrs. Hutchinson; — " The Indians eet upon 
them and slew lior and ail her oliildren ; save one tiial escaped, (hoc own huai 
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BOOK To oppose these wild hordes the Dutch force amounted to no 

ifijq ^°^^ *''^" ^^^ hundred and fifty or three hundred settlers, and 
' between fifty and sixty soldiers, badly provided, however, with 
ammunition ; while Fort Amsterdam, " open to the enemy 
day and night," was nothing better than a ruin, around whose 
crumbling walls helpless women and children lay huddled to- 
gether in huts of straw ! 

Such was the condition of things in New Netherland at the 
close of September, and beginning of October, when Director 
Kieft again convoked the Eight Men, to deliberate on what 
was best to be done. Two vessels — the Seven Stars and 
Neptune — were at anchor in the harbor, laden with provisions 
destined for Cura5oa. It was at once proposed to unload these 
ships — turn their cargoes into the fort — retain the greater num- 
ber of the crew and marines to aid against the savages ; and 

Oct. a next to apply to New Haven for an auxiliary force of one hun- 
dred and fifty men. To meet expenses, the Director-gen- 
eral was recommended to draw a bill of exchange on the 
company for twenty-five thousand guilders, ($10,000,) and to 
give the English a mortgage on New Netherland as collateral 
security for the payment of this debt.' 

The greater portion of this plan was, however, rejected by 
Director Kieft. With a self-wiil for which he was character- 
istic, he sent away the ships ; refused to retain the men be- 
longing to these vessels, at the moment he was under the ne- 

band beiag dead before) — a dreadful blow 1 Some write that Indians did bnm 
her to death with fire, her house and all the rest that belonged unto her, but I 

am not able to afdna by what kind of death Ihey slew her. God's hand 

is more apparently eeea herein (o pick out this woful woman, to make her, and 
tliose belonging lo her, an unheard of heavy example of their cruelty to others." 
' De vreeee meer over 't lant comende, de Aght Mannen vergaderen for- 
meren een propodtie by geschrift, waerinne ay versoerken dat men na de 
Noardt souden sendcn by onse gebeuren d' Engeleche om hondfrt vyftjgh man- 
nen tot Imlp te versoeken ^ tot betalinge van dcselve soude men een wissel- 
brief verteenen van vyffentwintigh dnyienl gulden, tnde tot versekennge dat 
deselTB voldaen worden, sonde men N. Nederlanl soo lange aen de Engelsche 
verpandea .... gelyck oock weynich dagen van te vooten hadde beijlooten, 
dat men de victualie gedeetineert naer Cura9oa, u} t de schepen Bouds lossen, 
ende 't meeele votck vandeselve behoudeii, ends de bchopen alsoo ledigh weg- 
Benden. Del wert den Diiecteur nogh niet aengeaomeu nogli goetgevonden 
Joum. van N. N. 
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cessity of applying to New England for an auxiliary force, and chap. 
exported provisions while the people around him were but ■ 
scantily supplied ; for peas sold at this period for three florins 
or $1.20 per schepel, (three pecks ;) rye bread for eight cents, 
wheaten bread T4 cents per loaf; hard bread, 6 cents, pork, 
ten cents, dried fish, five cents, beef, nine cents, and tallow, 
for five cents per pound ; Spanish wine for thirty-two cents, 
and blubber oil for twenty cents per pot.' 

Agreeably to the preceding arrangement. Captain John Un- 
derbill, who now was engaged to lead the Dutch forces, pro- 
ceeded to New Haven, with Mr. Isaac Allerton, in the hope 
of engaging the government of that colony to raise the auxili- 
ary force which was required. But this application had no 
effect. New Haven was prohibited by the articles of confed- 
eration from joining separately in war, and Governor Eaton 
and the general court not being satisfied of the justice of the 
quarrel between the Dutch and the Indians, rejected the pro- 
posal which Kieft had inade.^ In this abandoned condition, 
the Eight Men were under the necessity of writing to Hol- 
land. They addressed letters both to the Assembly of the 
XIX. and to the Stales Genera! ; which memorials, the first 
ever sent to Europe from a popular body in liiis state, 
interesting for their truth, and affecting for their simplici- 
ty and pathos, were couched in the following touching 
terms : 

" Honorable Lords — Rightly hath one of the ancients said, Oct. 
that there is no misery on earth, however great, that does not 
manifest itself in time of war. We, poor inhabitants of New 
Netherland, have now to complain, that having enjoyed for a 
long time an indifferent peace with t!ie heathen. Almighty God 
hath finally, through his righteous judgment, kindled the fire 
of war around us during the current year with the Indians, in 
which not only numbers of innocent people, men, women, 
and children, have been murdered in their houses, and at their 
work, and swept captives away, {whereby this place with all 
itB inhabitants is come to the greatest ruin ;) but all the bow^ 
eries and plantations at Pavonia, with twenty-five lasts [2700 

' Aib. Eec. liL, 159. ' 3 Mass. Hiat Coll. vij., 944, 
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' bushels] of corn and otiier produce have been burnt, and the 
' cattle destroyed. 

" Long Island is destitute also of inhabi 
cept a few insignificant places over agai 
are about to be abandoned. The Engli 
among us have not escaped. They too, except one place, are 
all murdered and burnt. 

" Staten Island, where Cornells MeJyn established himself, 
is unattached as yet, but stands expecting an assault every 
hour. 

"On the island of Manachatas, [Manhattans,] from the 
north unto the Fresh Water,' there are no more, at this date, 
than five or six places inhabited ; these are threatened by the 
Indians, every night, with fire, and by day, with the slaughter 
of both people and cattle, 

" Achter Cul, where the Honorable Van der Horst founded 
a colonie, is altogether in i-uins. Thus no other place remains 
for us, where we can lodge ourselves with women and chil- 
dren, than around and adjoining Fort Amsterdam, on tlie 
Manachatas. 

" No resistance is oiFered the enemy for want of men, arms, 
and ammunition, with which this place is very slenderly sup- 
plied. The fort is defenceless and entirely out of order, and 
resembles (with submission) rather a molehill than a fort 
against the enemy. On the other hand, the enemy is strong 
and mighty. They have formed an alliance, one with another, 
with more than seven different tribes, well supplied with mus- 
kets, powder, and ball, which they have procured and daily 
receive from private traders, in exchange for beaver, and with 
which they murder our people. The woods and the thickets 
are now also useful to them, for they have removed all their 
women, children, and old men into the interior. The rest of 
the warriors daily menace our lives' with fire and sword, and 
threaten to attack the fort with all their strength, now consist- 
ing of fifteen hundred men. We have to guard this post at 



' There was fotmcriy a " fresh water" pond where a part of Centre-etreet 
id its vicinity, in New Yoi^, are now situate. It is to this pond that allusioa 
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all hours, for all the outside places are mostly in their hands, c 
Thus it is through their good-wUl that any cattle remain ahve • 
in the whole country. 

" How wretched it fares with us afflicted people through- 
out the land, your Honors can easily conceive, for the coun- 
try's welfare and prosperity are composed principally of peo- 
ple, cattle, and houses, in which we jointly and severally have 
expended al! the means that we have been able to realize. 

" Our population consists, for the most part, of women and 
children. The freemen {not counting the English) are about 
two hundred in number, who must protect, by force of arms, 
their families, which now lie concealed in straw huts, around 
outside the fort. 

" The caltle are partly burnt and killed ; the remainder 
conveyed to the fort on the Manhaltes, where, for want of 
forage, they must starve through the coming winter, if not 
immediately slaughtered. 

" The houses have been, for the most part, fired and de- 
stroyed. Those yet standing are in danger of being also burnt. 
It is much to be apprehended that this is but the beginning of 
our troubles, especially as these Indians kill off our people, 
one after the other, which they will continue to do, while we 
are burdened with our muskets, our wives and little ones. 

" While the people are ruined, the com and all other pro- 
duce burnt, and little or nothing saved, not a plough can be 
put this fall into the ground, so that not a hundred schepels 
will be sown hereabouts, and much less in iJie spring. If any 
provisions should be obtained at the east from the English, we 
know not wherewith we poor men will pay for them ; while 
private traders have, for the last three or four years, drained 
us by their extortions, and made this country wretchedly 
poor ; for this must follow so long as the industry of the land 
is at a stand-still. 

"The cattle being destroyed, the dwellings burnt, the 
mouths of the women and children must remain shut. We 
speak not now of other necessaries, such as clothes, shirts, 
shoes, and stockings. Matters, in fine, are in such a fix, Uiat 
it will be with us according to the words of the prophet :— 
Who draws the sword, shall die of hunger tind cold. 
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BOOK " We turn, tlien, to you, Honorable Lords General ; we 
ifi4S P^^y ^""^ beseech your Honors, with humble hearts, to be 
* pleased to assist us in this sorrowful plight, and to extend, by 
the earliest opportunity, a helping hand, With such means as 
your Honors may, in your wisdom, consider best. We have 
sent herewith a remonstrance also to the High and Mighty 
Lords, wherein we have besought of them, that this place, 
and we ail, with wives and children, may not be delivered over 
a prey to these cruel heathens. Relying on which, we remain 
your Lordships' faithful subjects, lawfully elected and author- 
ized by the Honorable the Director and council, and the whole 
commonalty of New Netherland. (Signed,) Comelis Melyn, 
Abm. Pietersen, Gerrit Wolphertsen, Isaack Allerton, Tho- 
mas Hall, Jan Evertse Boiit, Barent Dircksen, Joachim Pie- 
tersen. Done at Fort Amsterdam, this 24th Oct., in New 
Netherland, anno 1643."^ 

The remonstrance to which the Eight Men refer at the 
close of the above letter, was to this effect ; 
Nov. 4. " To the Noble, High and Mighty Lords, the Noble Lords 
the States General of the United Netherland Provinces : — 

" Noble, High and Mighty Lords ! As no sacrifice is more 
acceptable to our God than an humble spirit and a contrite 
heart, so nothing should, in like manner, be more pleasing to 
all Christian princes and magistrates, than to lend an ear to 
their complaining, and to extend their hand to their distressed 
subjects. 

" So is it, then, that we, poor inhabitants of New Nether- 
land, were pursued in the spring by these wild heathens and 
barbarous savages, with fire and sword. Daily have they cru- 
elly murdered men and women in our houses and fields ; and 
with hatchets and tomahawks struck little children dead in 
their parents' arms, or before their doors ; or taken them far 
away into captivity. Cattle of all descriptions are destroyed 



' Hoi. Doc. iii„ 134, 135, 136, 137, 133, 139, 140. Isaac Allerton, whose 
name is eigned to tlie above, was one of the memontble hundred and one 
" Pilgrims," who came ont from Holland in the MaySower. He was assistant 
to Governor Bradford for nmny years, and removed to New Netherland m 
1641. He died in 1659. 
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and killed, and such as remain, must perish this approaching c 
winter for want of fodder. 

" Every place almost is abandoned : We, wretched people, 
must skulk, with wives and little ones, that still are left, in 
poverty together, by and around the fort on the Manhaitcs, 
where we are not one hour safe. While the Indians daily 
threaten to overwhelm us, little can be planted this autumn, 
and much less next spring ; so that it must come to pass, Uiat 
we all, who may survive, shall die, with women and children 
next year, of hunger and sorrow, unless our God take pity 
upon us. 

" We are all, here, from the smallest to the greatest, with- 
out counsel or means ; wholly powerless. The enemy meets 
with no resistance. The garrison consists of but fifty or sixty 
soldiers ; without ammunition. Fort Amsterdam, utterly de- 
fenceless, stands open to the enemy day and night. The 
company hath, here, few or no effects, as tlic Director informs 
us. Were it not for this, there had still been time to receive, 
ere all were lost, some assistance from the English at the east; 
but we helpless inhabitants, while we must abandon all our 
property, are exceedingly poor. 

" These heathens are strong in might. They have formed 
an alliance with seven other nations ; are well provided with 
guns, powder, and ball, in exchange for beaver by the private 
traders, who have had for a long time free course here. The 
rest they take from our brethren whom they murder. In fine, 
we experience the greatest misery, which must astonish a 
Christian heart to see or to hear. 

" We turn, then, in a body to you, High and Mighty Lords, 
acknowledging your High Mightinesses as our sovereigns, 
and the Fathers of Fatherland. We supplicate for God's sake, 
and for the love which their High Mightinesses bear towards 
their poor and desolate subjects here in New Netherland, that 
their High Mightinesses would take pity on us, their poor people, 
and urge upon and command the company, (to whom we also 
make known our necessities,) to forward to us by the earliest 
opportunity such assistance as their High Mightinesses should 
deem most proper, in order that we, poor and forlorn beings, 
may not be left, all at once, a prey, with women and children, 
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BOOK to these cruel heathens. For should suitable assistance not 
-'^ arrive very quickly, according to our expectations, we shall be 
"forced, in order to preserve the Jives of those who remain, to 
remove ourselves to the east among the English, wlio would 
like nothing better than to have possession of this place ; espe- 
cially on account of the superior convenience of the seacoast, 
bays, and large rivers, besides the great fertility of this soil — 
yea, this alone could provision and supp]y yearly twenty, 
twenty-five to thirty ships from Brazils or the West Indies, 
with all necessaries. Done at Manhattans in New Nether- 
lands, this 3d Nov., 1643. Stil. Rom.'" 

Having dispatched these urgent petitions o Holland fo as- 
sistance, Kieft set about introducing some so of orde and 
discipline into the heterogeneous force wh h un s an es 
enabled him to muster. With this view the follow g gi la- 
tions were ordered to be enforced " when on guard . -r- 
Nov. " I. Whoever abuses the name of God when on guard shall 
pay a fine for the first offence, of ten stivers ; for the second, 
20 stivers ; for the third, 30 stivers. 

" H. He who speaks scandal of a comrade during the time 
he is on guard, shall pay thirty stivers. 

"III. He who arrives tipsy or intoxicated on the guard, 
shall pay twenty stivers. 

" IV. He who neglects to be present without sufficient 
cause, fifty stivers. 

" Lastly, He who, when the duty on the guard is well per-- 
formed, and the sun is risen, and the reveille beat, fires a mus- 
ket without his corporal's orders, shall pay one guilder." 

With all these rules and regulations, the state of affairs on 
the island Manhattans was by no means improving. The 
presence of even this small garrison seems to be productive 
rather of increased disorder. Complaints were daily made of 
the stealing and killing of hogs, goats, as well as of other ir- 
regularities, which increased so fast, that it " threatened to end 
in plunder and robbery," and it was feared that people would 
" at last murder one another," in consequence of the impunity 

■ Hoi. Doc, ii., 333, 394, 395, 336, 397, 33S. Tbis memorial or remonatrance 
was Eigiied by Che Eigbt Man in the same manuef as the petition to Ihe XIX.. 
which precedes it 
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of tlie delinquents. The incursions of the sa\agc'- continued 
unnoticed and unopposed, so that, at lengtli, the community 
began loudly to complain Kieit, desirous to shake the blame 
off himself, cited Sheriff Van der Huygcns before him, and en- 
tered a strong protest against that officer for his neglect ot 
duty. " The fault alone is chargeable to you," said he, dd- 
dressingthe fiscal in tezms ol stionge^t censure, "and you 
dare to blame the Director that you are not duly suppoited' 
You are now commanded to execute your oflice, so that you 
may not skulk behind that prete\t. The Directoi and coun- 
cil, and all the soldiers are at your service, besides your under- 
sheriff, jailer, and the negroes.'" 



1643. 
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BOOK Pheparatorv arrangements having at length been com- 

w^ pleted, offensive movements were commenced against the 

'"■*'*■ savages, and the Director-general considering that he might, 

at the same time, beneficially annoy the Spaniards, authorized 

the privateer La Garce to proceed on a cruise towards the 

West India Islands.' 
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One of the first expeditions from Fort Amsterdain, this chap. 
year, was against the Indians on Stalen Island, who had cut — ^ 
off all communication with the western bank of the river. A 
party, consisting of forty burghers, under Captain Joachim 
Pietersen Kuyter ; thirty-five Englishmen, under Lieutenant 
Baxter ; supported by several of the soldiers under their ser- 
geant, Peter Cock, the whole being under the command of 
CounselJor La Montagne, crossed over from the Manhattans 
late in the evening, and having made a landing without oppo- 
sition, proceeded to scour the island. They marched the 
whole of the night. On their arrival at the spot where they 
expected to meet the enemy, they found the place abandoned. 
They had the good fortune, however, to fall in with and se- 
cure five or six hundred schepels of com, with which they re- 
turned, after having set fire to the village. 

Iflayn Mayano, a stout and fierce chief, who resided be- 
tween Greenwich and Stamford, some twenty-five miles 
nortlieast of Fort Amsterdam, had dared to attack, about this 
time, with bow and arrows, three Christians whom he had 
met on their return home, and who were armed with muskets. 
The savage had already succeeded in killing one of the three, 
and was engaged in close combat with the second, when he 
was fortunately siain by the third, who brought the fellow's 
head into the fort, and communicated intelligence to the Di- 
rector and council of the numerous injuries the settlers in that 
quarter had suffered at the hands of this chief and his tribe, 
though they and these savages had had no previous differ- 
ences. A detachment of one hundred and twenty men was 
immediately detailed under the above-named officers, in three 
yachts lo Greenwich, where they landed the same evening, 
and thence 'marched the whole night, to the place where they 
were informed tlie Indians were encamped ; but they did not 
succeed in meeting the enemy. The latter had been advised 
of the approach of the Dutch, or these had been led astray. 
The detachment, thereupon, returned in no very good humor 
to Stamford, where a halt was called.' 

Couwenhorea, Adrlaeu Dirchsen Coe, Jan Labatie, and Adiiiien van itt 

' Alb. Rcc. ii., 250 ; Joumael van N. N. 
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BOOK One of the party happened to fall in, at the house of Captain 
— ■-*- Underliill in this village, on a Sunday afternoon while the in- 
■ habitants were at church, with Captain Daniel Patrick of 
Greenwich, on whose representations the troops had been dis- 
patched from Fort Amsterdam. Feeling naturally nettled that 
so many men had been deluded, at such a critical time, 
into what appeared an idle wild-goose chase, the Dutch sol 
Jbii.2. dier charged Patrick with treachery. The latter retorted, spat 
in his accuser's face, and then turned to go away. Incensed 
at the insult, tlie Dutchman drew a pistol and shot Patrick in 
the back of the head. He fell dead, never uttering anotlier 
word. The soldier was apprehended, but escaped afterwards 
from custody,' 

In the mean time four of the Stamford people had volun- 
teered to go as scouts, and endeavor to find where the savages 
had removed to. On the return of some of these, five and 
twenty of the boldest of the detachment were sent to an jid- 
joining village, where a prospect was held out of success. 
By a forced march, they came undiscovered to a small Indian 
settlement, which they attacked, slaying eighteen or twenty 
of the savages, and taking one old man, two women and some 
children, prisoners, with a view to exchange them for Chris- 
tians of a like age and sex. The Indian wigwams were 
otherwise ail unoccupied. The detachment returned after 
this to Manhattans. 

The old Indian thus taken prisoner, proposed now to the 
Dutch, in the hope of obtaining favor at their hands, to lead 
any of their troops against the Weckquaesqueecks, who were 
said to be intrenched in three castles at the north. Lieu- 



' Winthrop'B Joarnal, 320 ; Winlhrop's N Eog. ii., 151. Hubbard, copying 
■Wintbrop, 8ay8 of this Captain Palriok — " He Was entertained in the Massa- 
chusetlfi, and brought oat of Holland — having been one of the Prince's guard 
there — to teach the people military discipline. He was made a freeman, ad- 
mitted a member of the ohnrch of Walertown, but being proud and otherwiee 
\taime, he was left of God to a profligate life, which brought bim at last to 
destruclion by the band of one of that people from whom be sought protection, 
lifter be had fle^i from the yoke of Cbrist in the Maasacbusette, tbe etrictnees 
of whose dlscipbne be could neither bear id Ihe church aor yet in the countij." 
HisL N. Eng., 436. Patrick's wife's name was Annatje van Be^eren. She 
married subeequenlly Tobias Feecb, ehcriff of Flushing. 
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tenant Baxter and Sergeant Cock were, thereupon, ordered to chap. 
proceed under the guidance of this old man, with sixty-five -™- 
men against this tribe. But this parly was in no way more 
fortunate tiian those which had already gone on similar expe- 
ditions. They found the castles of the Indians formidable in 
construction, and well adapted for defence. They were built 
of five-inch plank, nine feet liigli, and bound around with 
thick beanie, and studded with port-holes. Though it was 
calculated that thirty Indians could hold out, in one of these, 
against two hundred soldiers, strange to tell, the whole were 
found uninhabited. The Dutch, thereupon, burnt two of 
these strongholds, reserving the third as a point to retreat to, 
in case of necessity. From this place they next marched be- 
tween thirty and forty miles further, but discovered nothing 
save a few huts. They now retraced their steps, having met 
with only one or two Indiatis, whom they killed, and a few 
women and children, of whom they made prisoners, burning 
whatever corn fell in their way. 

Intelligence was now received at Fort Amsterdam, that 
Pennawilz, of Long Island, in whom the Dutch had generally 
BO much confidence, was countenancing the enemy in an un- 
derhand way ; his people having been discovered secretly kill- 
ing the Christians, and burning their houses. A body, one 
hundred and twenty strong, composed of burghers under 
Capt. Pietersen, of Englishmen under Sergeant-major Un- 
derhill, and the old soldiers under Peter Cock, — llie whole expe- 
dition being under the command of Counsellor La Montague, — 
were ordered to proceed in three yachts to Schouts or Sheriff's 
Bay, on Long Island. Having landed without molestation, 
they marched to Heemstede, and having succeeded in killing 
an Indian spy, whom they had discovered on the lookout, they 
divided themselves into two sections. Underbill proceeded, at 
the head of one of these, composed of about fourteen English- 
men, against the smaller Indian settleiiient. Eighty men 
were dispatched against the larger village, named Matsepe, 
(Mespath,) and such was the success with which both these 
excursions were crowned, that they left one hundred and 
twenty savages dead on the field ; while the loss on their own 
side was only one man killed, and three wouiided The tri- 
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BOOK umph thus achieved was, however, afterwards tarnished, it is 
ifi^ said, by brutal outrages openly committed by the soldiery on 
' a couple of Indians who had been taken prisoners ; one of 
whom was hacked to pieces with knives, wliile stripes of flesh 
were cut from the other's yet living body, which was other- 
wise shockingly mutilated ; his head having been finally cut 
off in Beaver Lane. Director Kieft and Counsellor La Mon- 
tague are accused of having countenanced these tortures by 
their presence.' 

On his return from Heemstede, Capt. Underhill was ordered 
to Stamford, to obtain particulars of the whereabouts of the 
savages. He brought word back, that they were encamped 
some five hundred strong in that direction, and that the old 
guide urged the forwarding a body of troops immediately 
thither, as he was desirous, on the one hand, to prove that the 
former ill success of the Dutch was not his fault ; on the 
other hand, anxious for protection, as his life was in constant 
danger. 
Feb. One hundred and thirty men embarked, accordingly, under 
Captain Underhill and Ensign Van Dyck, in three yachts, and 
landed the same evening at Greenwich. But a severe snow- 
storm having set in, detained them at that settlement the whole 
of that night. The weather, however, moderated towards 
morning, when the party set forward, and arrived, soon after, 
at the foot of a rocky mountain, over which some of the men 
had to crawl, with considerable difficulty, on their hands and 
feel. The evening, about eight o'clock, brought them to with- 
in a few miles of the enemy. Their further progress was, 
however, now impeded by two rivers, one of which was some 
two hundred feet wide, and three in depth. It was considered 

' The particulara of the above expedilioiiB are taken from (he Journael vau 
Nieuw Hederluult Allusion is miida to the oolragra committed against the In- 
diana in (he following query proposed lo Van 'Denhoven at the Hague, in 1650 : 
Off niet seekers twee Wilden, op de cortegarde gevangen, waren van HeeitiH- 
tede gohaell, door de Soldaten in 't gesichte van alle de wereldt, d'eene mel 
ine«sen, in coolenbloede, geeuedea en doodgesteken ; den andsren leveudich 
tiemen uyt het lyff gesnedeii ; voorts eyn mannelyckhoyd, aoch levende, 
at%BBneden, in het beverspad, daer sy hem daernae het hooft at&loegen t Off 
Kieft en La Moiitagne daer niet raede present by waren, ala da riem uyt der 
levenden lyiT gesnedeii wietden) Ilol. Doc. v., ^30, 321, 
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best to remain here awhile, in order to refresh the men and to chap. 
make arrangements for the coming attack. After a rest of a -''~' 
couple of hours, the party again set fonvard at ten o'clock. It 
was full mooii, and the niglit so clear — " a winter's day could 
not be brighter" — that the Indian village was soon discovered 
at a distance. It consisted of three rows of houses, or huts, 
ranged in streets, each eighty paces long, and backed by a 
mountain which sheltered it from the northwest wind. 

But the Indians were as much on the alert as their enemy. 
They soon discovered the Dutch troops, who charged forth- 
with, surrounding the camp, sword in hand. The Indians 
evinced, on this occasion, considerable boldness, and made a 
rush, once or twice, to break the Dutch line and open some 
way for escape. But in this they failed, leaving one dead, 
ind twelve prisoners in the hands of the assailants, who now 
kept up such a brisk fire, that it was impossible for any of the 
besieged to escape. After a desperate conflict of an hour, 
one hundred and eighty Indians lay dead on the snow, outside 
their dwellings. Not one of the survivors durst now show 
his face. They remained under cover, discharging their ar- 
rows from behind, to the great annoyance of the Dutch troops. 
Underbill now seeing no other way to overcome the obstinate 
resistance of the foe, gave orders to fire their huts. This or- 
der was forthwith obeyed ; the wretched inmates endeavoring, 
in every way, to escape from the horrid flames, but mostly 
without success. The moment they made their appearance, 
they rushed, or were driven, precipitately back into their burn- 
ing hovels, " preferring to be consumed by fire, than to fall by 
our weapons." 

In this merciless manner were butchered, as some of the 
Indians afterwards reported, five hundred human beings. 
Others carry the number to seven hundred ; " the Lord hav- 
ing collected the most of our enemies there, to celebrate some 
peculiar festival." Of the whole party, no more than eight 
men escaped this terrible slaughter by fire and sword. Three 
of these were badly wounded. Throughout the entire car- 
nage, not one of the sufferers — man, woman, or child was 
heard to utter shriek or moan. 

This expedition having been thus crowned with complete 
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BOOK success, the wounded, fifteen in number, were attended to, 
~^~ and sentinels posted to prevent surprise. Large fires were 
' then kindled, as the weather was still excessively cold, and 
the conquerors bivouacked, during the remainder of the night, 
on the field of battle. They set out next morning on their 
return, in good order, " marching with great courage over that 
harassing mountain, the Lord enduing the wounded with ex- 
traordinary strength," and arrived at Stamford at noon, after a 
march of two days and one night, during which they had little 
repose and less comfort. The English received the soldiers 
with friendly hospitality, proffering them every possible kind- 
ness. Two days afterwards the detachment arrived at Fort 
Amsterdam, where a public thanksgiving was ordered for 
the brilliant success which attended the New Netherland 

Though the savages continued still to be troublesome to 
such a degree as to oblige the Dutch at Manhattans to erect a 
March solid fence " from the great bouwery across to the plantation 
' of Emanuel," as a protection for the cattle when out at pas- 
ture, the few settlements that remained unscathed were about 
now to be relieved, for awhile, from the attacks of the In- 
dians. The late punishment inflicted on these, and the ap- 
proach of spring, made them desirous for peace, and they 
therefore sohcited the intervention of Captain Underbill to 
procure a cessation of hostilities. 

Mamaranack, chief of the Indians residmg on the Kickta- 
wanc, or Croton River ; Mongockonone,- Pappcnohacrow, 
from the Weckquaesqueecks and Nochpeem ; and the Wa])- 

' Joumoet van N. N. This, I presume, is the battle alluded lo by Trum- 
bull, — Hist, Conn, i., 161 ; Wood's Long Island, 34, note ; Thompson's Long 
Island i., 106, — OB " the great battle fought betifeen the Dutch and Indians in 
that part of Horae Neck called Strickland's plain, now included in the town of 
Greenwich, Conn." Trumbull says that three hundred Indians were killed by 
the Dutch. Bat all the above writers, the one copying the error of the other, 
fii the date of (he battle in 1646 ; but this evidently ia a mistake, for a general 
peace was established between the Indians and Dntch in August, 1645. It is 
Btated, in a pamphlet entitled " Second Amboyna Tragedy," that the Indians 
offered Underbill a hogshead of wampum if he would retreat with his force*, 
but thai he refused, hazarded the above attack, tmd killed fourteen hundred of 
the enemy '■ 



db,Googlc 



NEW NETHERLAND. 303 

pings from Stamford, presented themselves, in a few days, at cimp. 
Fort Amsterdam, and having pledged themselves that they ^^~ 
should not, henceforth, commit any injury whatever on the in- ^j^ g 
habitants of New Netherland, their cattle and houses, nor 
show themselves, except in a canoe, before Fort Amsterdam, 
should the Dutch be at war with any of the Manhattan tribes ; 
and having further promised to deliver up Pacham, the chief 
of the Tankitekes, peace was concluded between them and 
the Dutch ; who promised, on their part, not to molest them 
in any way, but to allow them to cultivate their fields in peace, 
and as a guarantee of their sincerity, surrendered several of 
their prisoners. 

Ten days after the conclusion of this treaty, Gonwarrowe, April 
sachem of the Mattinccocks, on Long Island, who had suf- 
fered so much in the late attack at Heemstede and Mespath, ap- 
peared also at the fort, and went security for the adjoining 
villages of Matinnccock, Marospinck, as well as for Ack-kin- 
kas-hacky, on whose behalf he sohcited peace, which was 
granted, on the condition that neither of them should attempt 
to harm the Dutch, nor afford shelter to any of the tribes at 
Rocken-hacky, (Rockaway?) " the Bay," and Marechhawick ; 
that they should separate from them, and communicate these 
articles to their sachem on " Mr. Fordham's plains." If, 
however, any should be slain by any of the hostile tribes, or 
among the latter, by the Dntch, these were to be held guilt- 
less. To all these conditions the sachem assented, after which 
" he was favored with some presents.'" 

The urgent appeals for succor and relief, which the Eight 
Men had transmitted at the close of the last year to the States 
General and the West India Company, had already reached 
their destination. Theii High Mightinesses, moved by the 
urgency of these representations, immediately had them re- April 5 

' Alb. Rbc. ii., 247, 248. As it may be intereBting, at this dialance of time, 
to understand the locality of those Long Island Indiana, we would menlion 
that the Matinnecocks owned Flushing, Newtown, Cow-hatbor, and oilier 
neighboring places. The Marsapeagues (Marospinck 7) eitended from Rock- 
away to Huntington. " The Bay" adjoined Jamaica ; and the Marechhawick 
Indians dwelt between that and Brooklyn. " The great plaina" ate those of 
Hempstead, L, I., which were granted to Mr. Fordliam. 
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BtwK ferred to the Assembly of the XIX., with a strong injunction 
■ to adopt prompt measures for the protection of the petition- 
ers. These representations were, notwithstanding, uiiproductive 
of any good effect. The West India Company was bank- 
rupt ; its du:ectors without means and without credit ; its 
different chambers torn with dissensions and filled with dis- 
trust, the one against the other, and unable to defend their co- 
lonial possessions, which the revolution progressing through 
England only saved at this moment from the gripe of Great 
Britam. To save themselves from utter ruin, the directors in 
Holland were endeavoring to form a union with the richer and 
more powerful East India Company. In this helpless con- 
dition they wrote to the States General : 

A^l " It has grieved us, collectively and individually, in our in- 
nermost hearts," said they, " to learn the desolate and misera- 
ble condition of the poor people there ; the rather, finding 
ourselves so utterly unable not only to bring those precious 
colonies to such a state for the company, as would for once 
authorize us to expect, with time, the long looked-for profiu 
from thence, but to send, at present, to the poor inhabitants 
who have left their Fatlierland, in the hope of finding the 
means of honorably maintaining their wives and children 
there, those supplies so earnestly demanded for the main- 
tenance and defence of their lives against the barbarous tribes 
of the country. And though we are of opinion that long de- 
lays will cause additional suffering, as well in New Nether- 
land aforesaid, as in other distant places, whereby the com- 
pany, and, consequently, this nation, must apprehend no less 
danger from the scarcity of divers required and necessary pro- 
visions, ammunition, merchandise, &c., it behooves us to 
represent, respectfully, to your High Mightinesses, that the 
company has fallen altogether into such impotency and dis- 
credit, that it cannot, without effectual assistance from the 
States, any longer either supply those distant places, or con- 
tinue even the further necessary payments here. We, there- 
fore, most humbly beseech your High Mightinesses to be 
pleased to take these embarrassments into such consideration 
as the constitution of the said company, for the welfare of the 
State, so urgently requires. The good and willing sharehold- 
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ers, who have contributed so largely to the advancement of chap. 
this nation's prosperity, and have already, provisionally, passed "^ 
a profitable resolution, authorizing a union with the East India 
Company ; let their High Mightinesses not discourage, nor 
make them despond of contributing to so wholesome a work 
as the union of these two eminent companies should be for 
this state. The vigorous continuation of the said company 
and its foreign aifairs, at least the payment of its daily expend- 
iture, would, thereby, be not a little promoted, and placed, 
with a present subsidy of about one million, in good, prosper- 
ous, and profitable order." 

Urging these views in terms which evidently prove the de- 
rangement and embarrassed condition of their financial affairs, 
the directors concluded by stating, that the committee whom 
they had deputed to present their letter was authorized to re- 
ceive their High Mightinesses' conclusions thereupon, which 
they earnestly hoped would be favorable to their prayers. 

No immediate result, however, followed this application. 
The States General ordered copies of the directors' letter to April 
be forwarded to the provincial chambers of the West India 
Company,^ and consequently all action was postponed for the 
moment, as regarded the relief of the suffering colonists of 
New Netherland, whose condition, all this while, was by no 
means one to be envied, and to whom the Assembly of the 
XIX., in the mean time, dispatched letters expressive of their 
sympathy and desire to afford them every assistance in their 
power. 

The peace, or rather the hollow truce, which had been en- 
tered into between the Dutch and the Indians was of little or 
no advantage, The principal tribes were still out, and as 
hostile as ever to the Hollanders, whose few remaining 
bouweries and dwellings they continued to harass in every 
possible way. The pay of the soldiers engaged by the com- 
monalty wont on, in the mean time, and no funds were avail- 
able to provide for this portion of the public expense. The 
prospect of relief from home was, as we have shown, slender 
and cheerless in the extreme. A bill of exchange, drawn in 

> HoL Doo, ii., 329, 333, 333, 334, 335, 337, 
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BOOK the course of last November on the directors in Amsterdam, 

-■--*- for the trifling sum of two thousand, six hundred, and twenty- 
' two guilders, ($1045,) had been returned protested for non- 
acceptance,' and thus misfortune seemed to threaten this de- 
voted country from every quarter. In the midst of these dis- 

May couragemenls, Captain Elauvelt entered the port with two 
' Spanish prizes, laden with sugar, tobacco, ebony wood, and 
wine, which the privateer La Garce had captured in the Carib- 
bean Sea, after a severe contest.^ But though valuable, these 
prizes and their cargoes could not be made available at this 
precise time, since they could not be declared confiscate with- 
out due course of law. Under such deplorable cu'cumstances, 
recourse was had, for the first time in the annala of the colony, 
to the unpopular expedient of imposmg taxes on the impover- 
ished commonalty to defray the public exigencies To obviate 
objections which such a step would necessarily create at first, 
the Director-general and council determined to call again to- 
gether the Eight Men. 

This popular body bad not been assembled since the fourth 
of November of the past year, though various measures of 
public importance had been adopted, and though it had been 
agreed upon at their first meeting that their sittings j^ould be 
weekly. Now, however, that money was required, thei 
meeting could no longer be deferred. The state of the publi 

Juno treasury was, therefore, submitted to them, as well as the exi 
gencies of the public service. To meet the latter, it was pro- 
posed that certain excise duties should be levied, without 
which it was impossible to retain the English soldiers. This 
course did not meet the approbation, at first, of the Eight 
Men. They represented the difiiculty of raising funds in that 
way, in the present condition of the people, beggared as they 
were by the war ; and gave it as their opinion that the imposi- 
tion of taxes was the attribute of a higher authority than that 
possessed by the Director-general. It should emanate from 
and be first ordered by the Lords Majors. 

Kieft was not prepared to allow his authority to be thus im- 
pugned. The refractory board was told, in sharp terms, that 

' Alb. Eec. iii., 2ia ' Alb. Rec, li., 350, 251. 
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he had more power in the country than even the company, chap. 
and that he could do as he pleased, for he derived his commis- --v^ 
sion not from the Directors, but from the States Cene al 
The Eight Men succumbed. But in yielding tl e po t t! ey 
suggested, tliat the more proper and least burden orae cour e 
would be, to oblige the private traders, who by tl e co 
merce with the settlers and natives had realized 1 la ^e 
gains, to contribute something to the treasury, nd t! us 
lieve the commonalty. A plan, embracing an ex e ai d an 
additional duty on certain exports, was concluded upo and 
in a few days after the following proclamation was issued, Juno 
establishing for the first time, in this country, an excise on 
wines, beer, and other liquors : 

" Whereas, the general war, which we have been forced 
to wage against the surrounding savages, hath obliged us, in 
order to retain the country, and to employ an extraordinary 
quota of soldiers, who must necessarily be paid, together with 
the other heavy expenses caused by the war ; to accomplish 
which we have spared none of the available means of the 
Hon'ble the West India Company, but have, in addition, been 
obliged to raise as much money as we could obtain on bills of 
exchange drawn on the honorable the directors ; and, whereas, 
we are now devoid of all means, and despair of suddenly re- 
ceiving any assistance from Holland, in this our necessity ; We, 
therefore, are constrained to find out some means to pay the 
soldiers, or else to dismiss them, which, according to all ap- 
pearances, will tend to the utter ruin of the country, especially 
as the farming season is at hand, whereby the people must 
live, and fodder must be procured for the remaining cattle ; 
for neither grain nor hay can be cut without soldiers. These 
things, then, being gravely considered, so is it, that by the ad- 
vice of the Eight Men chosen by the commonalty, no better 
nor more suitable means can be agreed upon, after duly weigh- 

' Hierover heell bem den Direct«ui eeer vergiamt, ea met een gealtreert 
gemoet tegsns ons ( : in preaentie Tan den Fiscal en Mout^goe :) geaecht : — 
lek hahbe hier meerder roacbt ala de Compagnie ; diathalvan mach ick hierte- 
landen doon on lateii wat myn gelieft ; vooohde daer verdar hy, want ick en 
< hebbe myn Commissie niet van de Compagnie, □uist' van de Heereo Staten. 
Letter of tbe Eight Men. 
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BOOK ing all the premises, than to impose some duties on those 

J— -" wares from which the good inhabitants will experience the least 
'inconvenience, as the scarcity of money is very general : — 

" We have, therefore, enacted and ordained, and hereby do 
enact and ordain, that there shall be paid on each ' half vat' 
(or barrel) of beer tapt by the tavern-keeper, two guilders, half 
to be paid by the brewer, and half by the tapster — the burgher 
who does not retail it, to pay half as much ; on each quart of 
Spanish wine and brandy four stuyvers ; French wine two 
stuyvers, to be paid by the tapsters ; on each beaver-hide 
brought to the port, and purchased within our limits, one guil- 
der ; triplets and halves in proportion. All on pain of forfeit- 
ing the goods ; one third for the informer, one third for the 
officer, and the remainder for the company. All tliis provi- 
sionally, until the good God should grant us peace, or that we 
shall be sufficiently aided from Holland." 

June The duties on the beaver were, subsequently, reduced to 
fifteen stivers, but it was ordered that all then on hand should 
be brought in and marked, under the penalty of being confis- 
cated. These imposts, however, continued to cause much 
dissatisfaction. The commonalty, especially the traders, looked 
on the whole proceeding with an unfavorable eye, and Kieft 
seems to have attributed much of the discontent to the Eight 
Men. He took an early opportunity to manifest his displea- 
sure against some of the most prominent members of that body. 
Towards the end of the month he sent for Joachim Pietcrscn 
Kuyter, Comelis Melyn, and Thomas Hall, for the purpose, 
ostensibly, to confer further with them on the subject of these 

June duties. These gentlemen waited on him accordingly. But 
instead of giving them an audience, he left them to dance at- 
tendance in his ante-chamber, from eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing until past midday, without condescending to see them, 
though, as they allege, they had frequently sent in word by 
his servant, that they were in waiting to hear what he had to 
propose. They were, finally, obliged to depart to their re- 
spective aB'odes, "as wise as when they came."^ 

' Dat men de acht mannen met cleyne reputaUe hceft bejegeert, eu weynich 
syn geacht, hetselvB liebbeu wy, ondotEchreveii, in compagnie met Thomas 
Hal, by ej:perienlie bevonden, suls dat den Heer Kieft ons, ultimo Juny, 1G44, 
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While these quarrels and misunderstandings were going on chap 
between the Director-general and the Eight Men in New Am- — ^ 
sterdam, the Dutch authorities at the Island of Cura^oa were 
much perplexed by the iHbpportune addition to the population 
of that place, of between four and five hundred persons, in the 
West India Company's service, who arrived there from Ma- 
ranham, one of the northern provinces of Brazil, whence the 
Dutch had been expelled with severe loss by the Portuguese.' 
Cardi^oa had already been frequently visited by failure of the 
crops and actual famine, and was, at this time, suffering from May 
want ol provisions. As it was impossible to furnish, or indeed ^^' 
to procure food for so many people, it was determined to re- 
move the greater part of them to New Netherland, the Direc- 
tor of that place having already sent word that he was in want 
of men to assist him against the savages, with whom he was 
then at war. One hundred and thirty soldiers under the com- 
mand of Captain Jan de Fries, and a number of other persons, 
the whole amounting to about two hundred souls, were accord- 

liet beroepen, wegens het opeteleen van dan gefiyaten toll, en van 8 uyren tot 
over 19 in de aaole heeft Itttensitten, sonderdatona een wordt werde gesraecht, 
alhoewel wy syn E. door deii boode meermalen lleton aendienen, dat wy waren 
gecomen en daei wachten am aentehoeren Let geeas syn E E, oaa goliefde vooi- 
stellen; doch one is met een wort tot openings van 't syn E E. toegesonden, 
en hebben derhalven anvenecht de eaecke wederom moetenvertrekken, soo wys 
alewy gecomen waren. Joachim P. Kuyter and Comolis Melyn to Director 
Stuyveeant. 1647. HoL Doc. iii., ISa. 

' While Portugal was under the dominion of Sjmn, Brazil waa attacked by 
the Dutch, tvho got poasesaion of seven of the fourteen provinces into which it i» 
divided. Thay expected soon to conquer the other aevcn, when Portugal re- 
covered its independencB by the elevation of the family of Bragsiiza lo the 
throne. The Dutch, then, aa enemies to the Spaniards, became friends to the 
Portuguese, who were likewise the enemies of the Spaniards. Tiiey agreed, 
therefore, ta leave Ihat part of Brazil which they had not conquered to the king 
of Portugal, who ^reed to leave that part which they had conquered, to them, 
as a matter not worth disputuig about with such good allies. But the Dutch 
government soon began to oppress the Portuguese colonials, who, instead of 
amUMng themselves with complaints, took arms againat their new masters, and 
by their own valor and resolution, with the connivance, indeed, but without any 
avowed assiatance &otQ the mother country, drove them out of Brazil. Smith's 
Wealth of Nations, ii., 63. A full report on this revolt against the Dutch in 
Bra^l is to be found in AJlzema ill., 30 ; in Vaderlant. Hist, jui., 11, IS ; and 
in Southey's Hiat. of Brazil, ii., c. sxix. The W. L Company estimated its loss 
' at the hands of the Portuguese at 980 tons of gold. 
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BOOK mgly embarked on board the Blue CocK, commanded by Cap- 
-^~ tain Willem Comelissen Oudemarkt, for New Amsterdam, 
jUay ' where they unexpectedly, but providentially arrived in the be- 
26. ginning of the following month of July, to the great relief and 
joy of the inhabitants, who were already beginning to despair 
of all succor.' 

Kieft was now considerably embarrassed as to the disposi- 
tion of this force ; whether he should retain them at Fort Am- 
sterdam or distribute them through the interior; and, if retained, 
how they were to be supplied with clothing and provisions, 
A meeting of the council was called to consider these grave 
July difficulties. It was attended by the Director-general, Bastiaen 
Janssen Crol, Mr. La Montagne, Attorney-general Van der 
Huygens, Capt. Jan de Fries, and Capt. Oudemarkt, who de- 
termined to retain Capt. de Fries at the Manliattes ; to fill up 
the ranks under his command with old soldiers to the number 
of one hundred and fifty men ; and to dismiss gradually, " in 
the most civil manner," the remaining English soldiers. It 
was further concluded to billet on each of the commonahy, ac- 
cording to his rank and circumstances, one or more of the 
above soldiers, for whom the company was to pay whenever it 
should have means. 

But clothing remained yet to be provided for these troops. 
The Director-general avowed his inability to furnish these ne- 
cessaries. The company's stores were empty. Winter was 
approaching. " Naked men were useless ; nay more, they 
were a severe burden." The council was again convoked. 
The same members again assembled, and they resolved to con- 
Aug. 4. tinue the duties and excise which had already been " provi- 
sionally" imposed, with a view to supply means to clothe the 
troops. The duties on beaver remained unaltered, but every 
tun of beer which the brewers sold to the tavern-keepers for 
twenty-two florins, or $8 80, was to pay three guilders, or a 
dollar and a quarter, while every brewer was required to send 
in a return of the quantity manufactured by him before he 
could dispose of any part thereof. Willem de Key was ap- 



■ Alb. Eec. ii., 360 ; x\l, 49, 50, 53, 55 ; Hoi. Doe. iiL, 187 ; Winthrop'i 
Journal, 342 ; Winthrop's N. England, u., 179. 
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pointed receiver of these imposts, with an allowance of five per ciiap. 
cent, for his trouble and loss of tijne. yy^^ 

Nothing could surpass the excitement produced by this ar- 
bitrary taxation. The first duties were imposed with the ex- 
plicit understanding that they should be continued only until 
rehef should arrive. That relief had now been received, but 
instead of proposing to remove the burdens temporarily en- 
acted, a decree was issued to continue them indefinitely. And 
for what ? For the clothing of the company's soldiers, when 
it vras one of the company's obligations to protect its subjects 
from all foreign and domestic wars, If the settlers could be 
obligated to furnish clothing for the troops, they might, with 
equal propriety, be required to furnish ammunition, cannon, or 
transports. The tax in question was, moreover, arbitrarily im- 
posed. The commonalty had its chosen representatives, whose 
prerogative it was, and not that of the paid and dependent ser- 
vants of the Wes IdCmpy p 1 ta f 
necessary. Itw hf dnl ^1} 
ment of the exi, Tt g 1 1 ' 
hand, ordered to 11 1 him f 1 
law. The contu b w unmdlf h 
same council that imposed the tribute, and asked why they re- 
fused to obey the placard ? " Were we voluntarily to pay the 
three florins," they replied, " we should offend the Eight Men 
and the whole commonalty." But Kieft had no idea of being Aug. 
thwarted by such constitutional scruples. Judgment was 
given against the brewers, and thus another victory was 
achieved in New Netherland over popular rights.' 

This triumph was, however, purchased, like all such vic- 
tories, at the price of the peace and harmony of the commu- 
nity. Factions and party rent the citizens in twain. One 
section sided with the Director, the other with the Eight 
Men ; and henceforward the impression became a conviction, 
that neither justice nor the government was impartially admin- 
istered. " Those on the Director's side could do no iE, how 
badly soever they demeaned themselves ; those who opposed 
him were always wrong, however well they acted."^ In the 

' Alb. Rsc. ii., 360, 261, 964, 9e5, 267 
' Van der Donck, Vertoogl. vau N. N- 
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BOOK bickerings and personalities which ensued, the attorney-gener- 
"^v^ ai seems to have had his hands full of prosecutions against 
' individuals, for attacks on Kiefl's character. One of these 
trials alone consumed six weeks of the summer, and that at a 
time when the Indians were prowling actively around unmo- 
lested, committing whatever damage they pleased on the in- 
habitants and their property, or attending, undisturbed, to 
securing their crops or their catch of fish. This waste of a 
valuable season was the more to be regretted, if not censured, 
since, by the arrivals from Ciira9oa, Kieft now could bring in- 
to the field a force of between three and four hundred men, 
allowing still a sufficient number for garrison duty.' So strong 
was the opinion that this inaction was highly detrimental to 
the public interests, for already the Indians had commenced 
killing the Dutch settlers, that Thomas Hall and Barent Dirck- 
sen protested against the Director-general in strong terms for 
Aug. 6. adhering to it. Cornehs Melyn wrote to M. van Nederhorst, 
and addressed a remonstrance to the States General, calling 
their attention, in urgent terms, to the deranged condition of 
things in the colony. The Eight Men also sent home a com- 
plaint, in the fall of the year, to the directors of the company, 
in which they reviewed at length, and in highly condemnatory 
terms, the comrse and administration of Director Kieft, on 
whose recall they insisted in the strongest manner ; 
Oct. " We have been greatly gladdened," they began, " by the 
' miraculous arrival of the Blue Cock here, as we expected that 
the field would be taken with between three and four hundred 
men, (not counting tlie sailors and settlers,) divided mto three 
companies, each one hundred and thirty strong ; and that by 
this force, the neighboring savages, from fifteen to twenty 
miles around, would have had their produce destroyed, and 

' The following was the eelimaled available foice at thin time : 

Men arrived in the Blue Cocli 130 

Old Eoldiere numbering between 40 and 50 43 

English in the pay o[ the Dutch 50 

Marinen willing to serve 55 

FceemeB, not tnciuding the Eu^ish nor the company'ii servanb) SOO 

Tolal available Soree 4g0 

Hoi. Doc. iu., 187. 
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their tribes stript of all the provisions which they have collect- chap. 
ed against the winter, whereby great injury would have been • 
inflicted on the enemy, and their people brought to terms. 
But nothing in the least has been done. In all this time, 
scarce a foot has been moved on land, or an oar laid in the 
water. 

" The Indian prisoners, who could have been of great ser- 
vice to us as trusty guides, have been given away to the sol- 
diers, and allowed to go to Holland. Others of them have 
been sent to the Bermudas, as a present to the English gover- 
nor.' The oldest and most experienced soldiers, who were 
acquainted for several years with all the paths here, liave ob- 
tained their passports, and been permitted to return home. In 
the mean while have the savages conveyed away, according to 
their pleasure, the fish caught by their people this last summer 
on the river, of which they made use as they wished, and 
without hinde ranee. 

" Our fields lie fallow and waste ; our dwellings and other 
buildings are burnt ; not a handful can be either planted or 
sown this fall on the deserted places ; the crops which God 
the Lord permitted to come forth during the past summer, 
remain on the field standing and rotting in divers places, in 
the same way as the hay, for the preservation of which we, 
poor people, cannot obtain one man. We are burdened with 
heavy famiiies ; we have no means to provide necessaries for 
wife or children ; and we sit here amidst thousands of Indians 
and barbarians, from whom we find neither peace nor mercy. 
We have left our beloved father-land, and unless the Lord 
our God had been oar comfort, we must have perished in our 
misery. 

" There are among us those who, by the sweat and labor 
of their hands for many long years, have endeavored, at great 

' The praolice of reducing Indians to slavery [a as old as the discovery of 
America. It was continued for nearly two centuries by the English colonies. 
In 1E3T the colony of Massachusetlfl sent fifteen boys and two women as 
slaves to Bermuda, but the skipper having miseed that island, took the cou- 
Ngnnient to Providenca, and sold them there. Governor Winthrop bequeathed 
BBveral Indian slaves by will ; and frequent mention of such " chattels" is met 
with IQ tlie annals of New York. For a very interesting and instructive cbap~ 
ter on ancient and modem ulavery, see Bancroft's U. S. i., 159, {lUth Ed.) 
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t expense, to improve their lands and villages ; others with 
' their private capital have equipped, with all necessaries, their 
* own ships, which have been captured by the enemy in coming 
hither, though they have continued the voyage with equal 
zeal, and at considerable cost. Some, again, have come 
hither with ships, independent of the company, freighted with 
a large quantity of cattle, and with a number of families, who 
have erected handsome buildings on the spots selected for 
their people ; cleared away the trees and the forest ; enclosed 
their plantations and brought them under the plough, so as to 
be an ornament to the country and a profit to tlie proprietors, 
after their long laborious toil. 

" The whole of these now lie in ashes through a foolish 
hankering after war ; for all right thinking men here know 
that these Indians have lived as lambs among us, until a few 
years ago, injuring no man, affording every assistance to our 
nation, and in Director Van TwdIer-> time, (when no supplies 
were sent for several months,) had furnished provisions to 
several of the company's servants, until as they state, they 
had received supplies. These hath the Director, by various 
uncalled-for proceedings, from time to time, so estranged 
from us, and so embittered against tiie Netherlands nation, 
that we do not beheve th^t any thing will bring them and 
peace back, unless that the Lord God, who bends all men's 
hearts to his will, propitiate their people ; so that the ancient 
hath very truiy observed ; Any man can create turmoil, and 
set the people one against the other ; but to establish harmony 
again, is in the power of God alone. 

" A semblance of peace was attempted to be patched up 
last spring with two or three tribes of savages towards the 
north, by a stranger* whom we, for cause, shall not now name 
without one of the company's servants having been present, 
while our principal enemies have been unmolested. This 
peace hath borne little fruit for the common advantage and 

reputation of our Lords ; for so soon as these 

savages had stowed away their maize into holes, they began 
again to murder our people in various directions. They rove 

■ Captain Undeiliill ; vide ante p. 302. 
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in parties continually around, day and night, on the Island of chap. 
Manhattans, slaying our folks not a thousand paces from the -'.^ 
fort ; and 'tis now arrived at such a pass, that no one daie 
move a foot to fetch a stick of fire-wood without a strong es- 
cort. 

" The two bouweries in ' the Bay,' and the three on this 
island, one of which belongs to the Honorable Company, run 
great danger of being burnt this winter, for never have these 
savages shewn themselves so bold and insolent. The cause 
of this is that they have experienced no opposition this sum- 
mer from us, nor have lost any of their crops ; and thus have 
they circumvented us by a stratagem under pretence of peace. 
Had the season, as we requested, been employed diligently, 
(which is most necessary in time of war,) with the force of the 
Blue Cock, beyond a doubt the Indians would have made 
advances themselves, and there would be some hope of en- 
joying, against the arrival of a new governor, a general peace. 

" But little heed has been taken of this. The wished-for 
time has been allowed to pass away, and people have been 
occupied with private quarrels and prosecutions, especially 
about sending pearls [to Holland] by Laurens Cornelissen, 
Skipper of the Maid of Enckhuyzen, whose trial continued 
six weeks,' and who was, moreover, banished 

" Two guides have been recently sent from the north, with 
whom Captain De Vries was dispatched with a party, on the 
22d instant, on an expedition to that country, killing eight 
men ; but it is as men say, ' For every new enemy we kill, 
another stands next morning in his place.' We shall now 
have to wade through rivers and creeks, in frost and snow, 
with these new and naked soldiers, who have resided in warm 
climates for so many years 

"A want of powder is again beginning to be felt. Over 
2500 pounds were taken from Pieter Wyncoop, of which, up 
to this time, not five hundred weight have been consumed 
against the enemy. 

" Little or nothii^ of any account has been done here for 
the country. Every place is going to ruin. Neither counsel 
nor advice is taken. Men talk of nothing else but of princely 
power and sovereignty, about which La Montagne argued a 
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BcwK few days ago in the tavern ; maintaining that the power of the 
ifidd -^'^^'^'^'^^ ^^^ ^^® greater, so far as his office and cominis- 
' sion were concerned, than that of His Highness of Orange in 
the Netherlands." 

The Eight Men next refer, at considerable length, to the expe- 
dition against the Indians at Pavonia and Corlaer's Hook, in the 
beginning of the last year, and to the efforts of the Twelve Men 
to check that outrage ; to the election of the Eight Men ; to the 
supercilious manner in which these were always treated by 
Kieft ; to the imposition of direct taxes against their will, as 
they pretended this power belonged only to the authorities at 
home. They then explain the proposition they had made to 
oblige the private traders to contribute to the support of the 
soldiers, while the other and more obnoxious plan was adopted, 
which they still join in condemning, at the same time that they 
put the directors on their guard against a " Book" " orna- 
mented with sundry water-colors," which Kieft had transmit- 
ted to them by the Blue Cock, in which his Excellency treated 
in a very prolix manner about the origin of the war.' "It 
contains," say they, " as many hes as lines, as we are inform- 
ed by the minister, and by those who have read it," They 
will not dispute, they add, about the nature of the birds which 
are in the forests, nor what sort of fish are in the rivers, nor 
about the length and breadth of the land, which is merely a 
copy of what has been written long years ago. " It would be 
weO to inquire," they hint, "how the Director-general can so 
aptly write about these distances and habits, since his Honor, 
during the six or seven years that he has been here, has con- 
stantly resided on the Manhattans, and has never been farther 
from his kitchen and bedroom, than the middle of the afore- 
said island." 

Reverting again to the attack on " the shelterless Indians," 
on the night of the 34th February, 1643, the Eight Men de- 
tail the secret proceedings of those who planned that unfortu- 
nate expedition, preparatory to setting it on foot ; and, prom- 

' The fn^ment of the " Journal of New Netherland" found in the Roy^ 
iJEirary at the Hague, by Mr. Brodhead, looks very like a part of thia " book," 
tot it inclines strongly to KiefC'a side, and contuJuB statements Homewhat highly 
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ising to send the directors at some future time a full account chai 
of what occurred in the country for the preceding sis or seven "■ 
years, they conclude : 

" Honored Lords — This is what we have, in the sorrow of 
our hearts, to complain of ; that one man, who has been sent 
out sworn and instructed by his lords and masters, to whom 
he is responsible, should dispose here of our lives and proper- 
ty, according to his will and pleasure, in a manner so arbitrary, 
that a king would not be suffered legally to do. We shall 
terminate here, and commit the matter wholly to our God, 
whom we pray, and heartily trust, will move your Lordships' 
minds, and bless your Lordships' deliberations, so that one of 
these two things may happen ; that a governor may be speed- 
ily sent with a beloved peace to us, or that their Honors will 
be pleased to permit us to return, with wives and children, to 
our dear fatherland. For it is impossible ever to settle this 
country until a different system be introduced here, and a new 
governor be sent out with more people, who shall settle them- 
selves in suitable places, one near the other, in form of villages 
and hamlets, and elect from among iJiemselves a bailiff, or 
schout, and schepens (magistrates) who shall be empowered to 
send deputies to vote on public affairs with the Director and 
council ; so that, hereafter, the country may not be again 
brought into simdar danger.'" 

The settlement of New Netherland experienced, as may 
now readily be conceived, a severe check by the continuance 
of the war. Some English families had, however, crossed the 
Sound from Stamford, in the spring, and commenced a plan- 
tation on the north side of Long Island, east of Martin Gerrit- 
sen's, or Cow Bay, at a quarter which the Dutch had already 
called Heemstede, after a place of some respectability of the 
same name, in the island of Schouwen, and province of Zea- 
land. In the fall of the year they obtained a liberal patent of Nov 
incorporation from the Director-general and council, similar to 
that already granted to other towns, by which they were em- 
powered to manage their own local affairs ; establish courts of 
limited civil and criminal jimsdiction ; and nominate such 
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BOOK among them as possessed public confidence, to be afterwards 

J™ commissioned as magistrates of their town by the Director- 

■ general.' Both the English and the Dutch settlers placed a 

high value on the privilege of electing, and of being governed 

by, their own freely chosen magistrates. 



' HeemEtode ■ . . is het fiaaste en belangrykete doip dee eilands, (Schou 
wen.) Martinet Beachryv. iii., 318. The patent will be found at length in 
Thompson's Hist. Long lel. iu, 4, 5. Robert Fordham, John Sticklan, John 
Ogden, John Lawrence, Jonaa Wood, and John Carman, nere the first Pa- 
tentees of this town. Caleb Carman, eon of John, was the first white child 
bom in Heomstede. Ho was blind from bis birth, which took place on the 9lb 
jBn^l645. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Colonie of Sensselaeiswyck — First settlers sent out by the Patroon — His jimB- 
diction — System of law in the colonie — Local courts — First magistrates — 
Population — Tenures — Patroon's privileges — Settlement of the Fuyck com- 
menced — Beverawyck — Arrival of Adriaen van der Donck in the colonie, as 
Schout-Bscaal — First clergyman sent ont — Agreement with him — Arrives 
with several other respectable Beltlers — A church erected — Its dimensions— 
Regulations concerning the Indian trade — Infractions thereof— Further regu- 
lations — Intrigues of Van der Donck — Threatened mutiny of the settlera — 
Return of the Mohawks from Canada — Are visited by Van Curler— Particu- 
lars of the interview with these tribes — Efforts to procure the release of a 
Jesuit and other French prisonera — Continued misunderstanding between Van 
der Donck and other local authorities — Van der Donck proposes to erect a 
colonie in Katskill— Orders from the Patroon forbidding this— Directs the dis- 
missal of Van der Donck should he peraist—The " Arms of Rensselaerswyck" 
sent out with a valuable cargo of goods— Arrives at the IManhattans — Difficul- 
ties between the supercargo and the authorities at New Amsterdam — Vessel 
and cargo seized — Protests and replications — Occurrences at Rensselaer- 
Btein — A vessel fired into while passing that place because she refused to 
lower her colors and bring to — Eicitement in consequence — Prosecutions 
entered into against the commander of the post — Further protesta — Death of 
the first Patroon — NicolaoB Coom appfflnled Schout-fiBcaal — Quairel between 
Van der Donck and Van Curler — Departure of the former for the Manhat- 
laDS — Severity of the wmter— Destructive freshet, and vbit of whales to 
Rensselaeiswyck. 

The charter of 1629 having provided that every colonie c 
should contain, within four years after its establishment, at - 
least fifty persons over fifteen years of age, one fourth of 
whom should be located within the first year, the parties inter- 
ested in the settlement of Rensselaerswyck lost no time in 
complying with these conditions. Early in the spring of the March 
following year, a number of colonists, with their families, and 
provided with fanning implements, stock, and all other neces- 
saries, sailed from the Texel, in the company's ship the Een 
dracht, Capt. Jan Brouwer, commander, and arrived in safety May 
at the Manhaltes, after a passage of sixty-four days. In a 
short time afterwards they landed at Fort Orange, in the vi- 
cinity of which they were furnished with comfortable farm- 
houses and other dweDings, at the expense of the Patroon and 



f 1630. 
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BOOK his associates. Other settlers followed, witn aaditional stock, 
?CC" each succeeding season, and thus were laid the foundations of 
those moral, wealthy, and prosperous settlements which we 
now behold in and around the present city of Albany.' 

Invested as well by the Roman law, as by the charter, with 
he chief command and lower jurisdiction, the Patroon became 
empowered to administer civil and criminal justice, in person, 
or by deputy, within his colonic ; to appoint local officers and 
magistrates ; to erect courts, and to take cognizance of all 
rimes committed within his limits ; to keep a gallows, if such 
were required, for the execution of malefactors, subject, how- 
ever, to the restriction that if such gallows happened, by any 
accident, to fall, pending an execution, a new one could not be 
erected, unless for the purpose of hanging another criminal.^ 
The right to inflict punishments of minor severity was necessa- 
rily included in that which Vuthorized capital convictions, and 
accordingly we find various instances, throughout the record 
of the local court, of persons who had, by breaking the law, 
rendered themselves dangerous to society, or obnoxious to the 
authorities, having been banished from the colonic,' or con- 



' Utgeef ende bBtaelinge van 't guilt Kiliaen van Rensselaer als Patroon, &,o. 
tot behout van de genielte oolonie by zyn leven uytgegeven endo betaelt heeft. 
A tranBlation of this highly interesting record of the expenses incurred for the 
temoval of settlers, &c., to Rensselaerewyck in 1630, 1631, as well as a table 
containing the names of the first settlers, niil be found in Appendix G, H. Sir 
Edmond Androa' report to His Royal Highneaa the Duke of York, anno 1678, 
liears honorable testunony to the labor of the first Patroon in settling the colo- 
Hie. The date of the soiling of the Eendracht is given in Alb. Rec. i., 199. 

' The name of the " Seherpreehter," or hangman lo Renseelaerswyck, wiil 
be found in the list of the early inhabitants of the colonie The fallowing is an 
Item at the credit side of his account. " For so much cmagt hmf x ea- 
ting the late Wolf Nysen, fi. 33." Greet Boek, No. F. 16 

' The following translation of a sentence of banishtn t pro un d n one 
of the colonists will Bervo to illustrate the teil. " By th P es d I d C un- 
ei\ of the Colonie of RenEselaerswyck. Haying heard th free f ss n of 
Adriaan Willemsen, at present in confinement, to wit — Th h toiday 

last, the Gth of Aug., at the house of the Patroon, where the Commissary-gene - 
lal, Arendt van Curler, re^des, climbing in through the window of said house, 
stole seven beavers, and at noon of the following Monday, eight heaven and 
one " dneling," [third of a akin] ; also, that on Saturday aforesaid he had stolen 
from the cellar of the said house a half [skin] which remained. Jnd having. 
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demned to corporal chastisement, fine, or imprisonment, ac- chap. 
cording to the grade of their offences. 

:ivil cases, all disputes between r 
relating to contracts, titles, possessions, or boundaries ; inju- 
ries to property, person, or character ; claims for rents, and 
all other demands between the Patroon and his tenants, were 
also investigated and decided by these courts ; from the judg- 
ment of which, in matters affecting life and limb, and in suits 
where the sum in litigation exceeded twenty dollars, appeals 
lay to the Director-general and council at Fort Amsterdam. 
But the local authorities, it must be added, were so jealous of 
this privilege that they obliged the colonists, on settling within 
their jurisdiction, to promise not to appeal from any sentence 
of the local tribunal. 

The laws in force here were, as in other sections of New 
Netherland, the civil code, the enactments of the States 
General, the ordinances of the West India Company, and of 
the Director-genera! and. council, when properly published 
within the colonic, and such rules and regulations as the Pa- 
troon and his co-directors, or the local authorities might estab- 
hsh and enact. 

The government was vested in a general court, which exer- 
cised executive, legislative or municipal, and judicial functions, 
and which was composed of two commissaries, (" Gecommit- 
teerden ;") two councillors, styled indiscriminately " Raets- 
persoonen," " Gerechts-persoonen," or " Raedts-vrienden," or 
"Schepenen," and who answered to modem justices of the 
peace. Adjoined to this court were a colonial secretary, a 

mDreover, exaiuined the demand of the prosecutor against the afbresaid dehu- 
queat, observing what appertains thereto; We have hereby ordered and adjudged, 
and do order and adjudge, that the said delinquent shall t» taken to the pablio 
place where justice is executed, and there be ignominious] y tied to a post for 
the space of two hours, with some of the stolen property on his head ; afier 
which he shall prostrate himself at the feet of the Worshipful Magistrates, (te 
Edele Heeren van den Gerechte,) a^d beg of God and justice for for^veneas ; 
that he, moreover, shall be henceforward, and forever, banished out of this 
colonie, and never more return thereto. Done in Collegia, this 13th day of 
August, anno 1644. By order of thou worships the President and Council Of 
(his Colonie of Rensselaerswick. Arendt vin CdulSB." 

See also Van Tienhoven's Cort Bericht. Hoi. Doc. v„ 380, 

41 
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hooK sheriff, or " schout-fiscaal," and a " Gerechts-bode," court mes- 
•_'r;- senger, or constable. Each of these received a small compen- 
' sation, either in the shape of a fixed salary or fees ; the com- 
missaries and magistrates, fifty, one hundred, or two hundred 
guilders annually, according to their standing ; the secretary 
one hundred guilders ; and the court messenger one hundred 
and fifty, with the addition of trifling fees for the transcript and 
service of papers. The magistrates of the colonic held ofiice 
for a year, the court appointing their successors from among 
the other settlers, or continuing those aheady in office, at the 
expiration of their term of service, as it deemed proper. 

The most important functionary attached to this government 
was, as throughout the other parts of the country, the " Schout- 
fiscaal," who, in discharge of his public functions, was bound 
by instructions received from the Patroon and co-directors, 
similar in tenor to those given to the same officer at the Man- 
hattans. No man in the colonie was to be subject to loss of 
life or property unless by the sentence of a court composed of 
five persons, and all who were under accusation were entitled 
to a speedy and impartiai trial. The public prosecutor was 
particularly enjoined not to receive presents or bribes, nor to 
be interested in trade or commerce, either directly or indi- 
rectly; and in order that he might be attentive to the perform- 
ance of his duties, and thoroughly independent, he was se- 
cured a fixed salary, a free house, and all fines amounting to 
ten guilders, [S4,] or under, besides the third part of all for- 
feitures and amendes over that sum, were his perquisites. 

Jacob Albertsen Planck was the first sheriff of Uensselaers- 
wyck. Arendt van Curler, who originally came out as a'ssist- 
•anl commissary, was appointed, soon after his arrival, com- 
missary-general, or superintendent of the coionie, and acted as 
colonial secretary until 1642, when he was succeeded by An- 
thony de Hooges. Brant Peelen, Gerrit de Reus, Cornells 
Teunissen van Breuckelen, Pieter Cornelissen van Munick- 
endam, and Dirck Janssen were, if not the first, at least among 
the earliest magistrates of the settlement.^ 

' Arendt van Curler was one of those characterB who deserve to live in his- 
tory. Hie influence umong Hie Indians was nniimitod, and in honor of hu 
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The population of the colonic consisted at this remote period chap. 
of three classes. Freemen, who emigrated from Holland at -^^ 
their own expense ; farmers and farm -servants, who were 
sent out by the Patroon, who judiciously applied his large re- 
sources in promoting the early settlement of the country, and 
in assisting the struggling industry of his people. To accom- 
plish this laudable object, a number of farms were set off, on 
both sides of the river and adjoining islands, on which he 
caused dwelling-houses, barns, and stables to be erected. 



memory, these ttibes addresBBd alt succeeding governors of New York by the 
name of " Corlaer." He possessed feelings of the purest humanity, and actively 
eierted bia influence in rescuing from tlie savages eucli Cliiistians as had the 
niisfortuue to fall into their hands, of whose daager he might receive timely notice. 
On hie marriage with Anionia Slaghboom, the widow of Jonas Bronck, ho 
visited Holland, and on his return moved to the Flatta above Albany, where 
he had a farm. He was proprietor of a brewery in Bevenvyok, in 1661. Be- 
ing a cousin of the Van Rensselaers, he had considerable influence in the colo- 
nie, where he was a magistrate to the time of his decease. He was one of the 
leaders in the settlement of Schenectady in 1661-3 ; and on the surrender of 
New Netherland, was specially sent for by Governor Nicotl, to be consulted ou 
Indian afiairs and the interests of the country generally. He was highly re- 
spected by the governors of Canada, and the regard entertained for him by M. 
de Tracy, Viceroy of that country, will be best judged of by the following ex- 
tract of a letter which that high personage addressed him, dated Quebec, 30th 
April, 1667;— 

" It you find it ^reeabteto come hither this summer, aa you have caused me 
to hope, yon will be most welcome, and entertained to the utmost of my ability, 
aa 1 have great esteem for ynu, though I have not a personal acquainCance with 
yoH. Believe this truth, and that I am, Sir, your aflectionate and assured ser- 
vant, Tracv.'\ 

Having accepted this invitation, Mr. Van Curler prepared for his journey, 
Gov. Nicoll furnished him with a letter to the Viceroy. It bear^ date May 
30th, 1667, and states that '■ Mons'r Curler hath been* iiiiportune'd by diver» of 
his friends at Quebec to give them a visit,^aKd lieing ambitious to kiss your 
hands, he hath entreated my pass and liberty to conduct a young gentleman, 
M. Fontaine, who unfortunately fell into the barbarous hands of his enemies, 
and by means of Mons'r Curler obtained his liberty." On the 4th July fol- 
lowing, Jeremias van Rensselaer, writing to Holland, announces, that "our 
cousin Arendl van Curler proceeds overland to Canada, having obtained leave 
from our General, and been invited thither by the Viceroy, M. de Tracy." In 
an evil hour he embarked on board a frail canoe to cross Lake Champlain, and 
having been overtaken by a storm, was drowned, I believe, near Split-Rook. 
In hia death this country experienced a pubUo loss, and the French of Canada 
^ warm and efficient friend. 
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BOOK These farms were suitably stocked with cows, horses, or 
-'v~ oxen, and, occasionally, sheep ; and furnished with ploughs, 
* wagons, and other necessary agricultural mplen en s all 
which preliminary expenses were defrayed by he p p or, 
so that the farmer entered on the property unembarra d by 
the want of capital, which often tends to impede he p ^ ess 
of settlers m new countries. Some of those farn s ve e hen 
valued, and an annual rent was fixed, equivalent m some sort to 
the interest of the capital expended on their improvement, and 
payable semi-annually in grain, beavers, and wampum. Other 
farms were let out on halves, or for the third of their produce ; 
the Patroon was entitled, at the same time, to half the increase 
from the stock, and reserved to himself one-tenth of the pro- 
duce of each farm, and in various instances stipulated for a 
yearly " erkentenis," or acknowledgment, of a few pounds of 
butter. The tenant was privileged, however, to compound, by 
the payment of a fixed annual sum, for the tenths of the farm, 
or for his halves or thirds. He was bound, at the same time, 
to keep the fences, buildings, or farming implements, in re- 
pair, and to deliver them up in the same good order in which 
he had received them, subject in all cases to ordinary wear 
and tear, but the Patroon bore all risks of destruction of the 
buildings, cattle, and other property which might accrue from 
war, or misunderstanding with the Indians. Wild or unim- 
proved land was usually leased for a term of ten years free of 
rent or tenths, subject, however, to be improved by the lessee, 
all improvements falling to the Patroon on the expiration of the 
lease. In addition to the facilities above enumerated, each of 
the settlers, on leaving Holland, were, like those sent by the 
West India Company to the Manhattans, generally furnished 
with clothing and a small sum in cash, the latter to be repaid, 
at some future occasion, in produce or wampum, with an ad- 
vance on the principal of fifty per cent. This, however dis- 
proportionate it may now seem, cannot be considered unreason- 
able or extravagant, when it is understood that the difference, 
at the time, between colonial and Holland currency was nearly 
forty per cent., while between the latter and the value of wam- 
pum it was vastly larger. The Patroon was bound, at the 
game time, to supply his colonists with a sufficient number of 
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laborers to assist them in the work of their farms. As a com- chap. 
pensation for his trouble in engaging these, and for his ad- -™ 
vances in conveying them to America, he was entitled to the 
sum of sixteen guilders, or six dollars, per annum for each la- 
borer, over and above the yearly wages which the farmer was 
to allow such servants, and which ranged from forty to one 
hundred and fifty guilders, and board. This sum provided 
these servants with necessary clothing, and in the course of 
time placed at their disposal wherewith to enter on a farm on 
their own account. It is to be remarked, however, that the 
first Patroon seriously complained that his settlers not only 
threw altogether on him the payment of these wages, but took 
large quantities of goods from his store, for which they made 
no returns whatever, though they were bound to settle at the 
end of each year, and to hand in an account of the produce of 
the farm, distinguishing the Patroon's tenths, halves, or thirds, 
the amount paid for wages, and their own expenses, so as to 
allow him to ascertain what his own profits and losses were at 
the close of each annual term. 

In return for his outlay and trouble, the civil code, which, it 
must be always borne in mind, was the fundamental law of this 
colonic, vested in the Patroon several privileges common to 
the feudal system. At the close of the harvest, the farmer 
was bound to hand in a return of the amount of grain which 
he had for sale, after deducting wliat was due to the landlord 
by the lease, and offer to him or his commissary the preemp- 
tion of such produce. In case he refused to buy it, then the 
farmer was at liberty to sell the same elsewhere. The like 
rule obtained in regard to cattle. When these were to be 
sold, the first offer was also to be made to the Patroon, in or- 
der, we presume, that he should have an opportunity of 
retaining the stock within the colonie. Every settler was, 
likewise, obligated to grind his corn at the Patroon's mill, 
and the latter was equally obligated to erect, and keep such 
mill in repair, at his own expense, for the accommodation of his 
colonists. No person could hunt or fish within the limits of 
the colonie, without license from the Patroon, who, on the ex- 
change, sale, and purchase of real estate within his jurisdic- 
tion, was entitled to the first olfcr of such property ; or if h.? 
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BOOK declined to resume it, to a certain portion of the purchase 

■■^■'~ money, except such mutation occurred in the natural line of 

' descent. Finally, it waa his right, as " lord of the manor," 

to succeed to the estate and property of all persona who might 

die intestate within his colonic.' 

Under the fostering care of ita first Patroon, and the pru- 
dent management of its local magistracy, the colonic of Rens- 
selaerswyck progressively, though slowly, advanced, Portions 
of its inhabitants occasionally returned to Fatherland, to spread 
the tidings of their, prosperity, and to invite their friends and 
relatives to join them in their new homes, which, from the 
abundance and cheapness of provisions, deserved truly to be 
called " a land flowing with milk and honey. "^ A hamlet 
gradually arose. On acco d f 1 scent form 

of the bank of the river a h p I h 1 I was first 

1634. called the " Fuyck," or " B f y k nd f rwards " Be- 
verswyck," by which nam 1 p Y ^ Albany was 

legally known until 1664, h 1 w f 1 ly called "the 
Fuyck," by the Dutch, for } j f h nlire country 

had passed into the hands f h m 

' Charter to Patroons; Van Tienhoven's Korte Berichl; Jae Fatronafna in 
Corpus Juris CiviliE, t. Hi. ; Domat's Civil Law, t. ii., Van Leeuwen, 43, 44 ; 
Reght Gebrnyck tegen het Misbiuyck vande Openataende reckeninge. [For 
a tranalalion of this edict, in whicli the Patroon recapitulalee many of llie obliga- 
tions of the colouieCe, see Appendix I.] Several of the above arrangenienls 
ate common la all new countries, and still eiist in the seignorieB of Canada, and 
in many manois in England. 

' The creeka running througli the setllement, as well as the rivei in front, 
abounded with lish ; the woods with deei and olher game. Pike and sturgeon 
were caught in the Fourth, or Fox, Creek, and one of the latter could be 
bought for a knife. " The year before I came here," (1641,) writes the Rev. 
Mr. Megapoleneia, " there were so many turkeys and deer that Ihey came lo 
the houses and hogpens to feed, and were taken by the Indians with so liUle 
trouble, that a deei wae sold to the Dutch for a loaf of bread, or a knife, oi 
even a tobacco pipe." Short account of the Maquaa Indians, 

• The names of the first hamlet, or villi^e, are taiien from the R«nsselaerB- 
wyok MSS. The earliest mention I have met of " Beverswyck," or " Bever- 
wyck," as the name is indifferently written, was in a minute, dated 1634, the 
original of which was on a small, almost illegible scrap of paper which I found 
accidentally among the above MSS. That the Dutch continued to call Albany 
" the Fuyck," long atler the surrender of the country lo the English, is evidewt 
fcoro letters among tlie Eenaselaerawyck MSS. " De huysen in de Fuyck" is 
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In order to give greater stability to his settlement, and to (-'hap. 
become better acquainted with its condition, Mr. Van Rensse- ■^c;' 
laer, it is alleged, visited the colonic in person in 1637, His 
stay in the country, if he ever did come, was, however, not very 
iong. The demise or resignation of Sheriff Planck now re- 1640. 
quired the appointment of a new officer, and the peculiar posi- 
tion of the settlers, surrounded on all sides by rude and 
unconverted savages, demanded the guardian supervision and 
solacing comforts of religion, for as yet neither clmrch nor 
clergyman existed in Rensselaerswyck. To secure an effi- 
cient administration of justice, and to provide a properly 
qualified clergyman for his people, consequently became a 
paramount duty. 

Adriaen van der Donck, "a free citizen of Breda," — a 1641. 
linea! descendant of Adriaen van Bergen, part owner of the 
famous turf-sloop in which a party of Dutch troops were 
clandestinely introduced, in the year 1590, into the castle 
commanding that city, then in the hands of the Spanish, by 
which stratagem that stronghold fell into the hands of their 
High Mightinesses the States General, — and a graduate of the 
University of Leyden, was selected as the successor of SherilT July. 
Planck. He entered on the performance of his duties, as 
schout-fiscaal of Rensselaerswyck, in the course of a month or 
two after his appointment, having, previous to his departure 
from Holland, taken a lease from the Patroon of the west half 
of Castle Island, called " Welysburg."' 

an expresaion in one of S. van Cortlondl'a letters, dated N. Vorck, SOtli Ajiril, 
1681, as well as in aeverftl others of an anterior date. 

' De Laet makes mention, in his Hist, of the West Indies, p. 2110, of one 
Adriaen Ver Donek, who was in the employ of llie West India Company as 
commissary ou the coast of Brazil, in 1630, and who was placed under arrest 
on EUEpicion of holding correspondence with the enemy, but liberated after- 
wards, as nothing tangible could be brought against him. Whether this indi- 
vidual and the sheriff of Rensselaerswyck were one and the same person, I 
have no means of determining. The following histructions from the Palroon to 
Van der Donck are atnong the Rensselaerswyck MSS. : 

"Memorandum for the officer Adriaen Van der Donck, this 18th July, 1641, 
in Amsterdam. Whereas divers fannerB pass by the carpenters and other of 
the Fatroon's laborers, who not only must go idle, but, moreover, employ others 
and strangers out of the service of the Patroon, whom they must pay at a 
■ higner rate than hia people, which lends greatly to the injury of the Patroon, 
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The Rev. Johannes Megapolensis, " the pious and well- 
' learned minister of the congregation of Schoorel and Berge," 
March' under the classis of Alkniaer, was duly called to disseminate 
^ the light of the gospel among the Christians and heathen in 
the colonie, and regularly commissioned " to preach God's word 
March there ; to administer the holy sacraments of baptism and the 
Lord's Supper ; to set an example, in a Christian-like manner, 
by pubhc precept ; to ordain elders and deacons ; to keep and 
govern, by and with the advice and assistance of the same, 
God's congregation in good discipline and order, all according 
to God's Holy Word, and in conformity with the government, 
confession, and catechism of the Netherland churches, and 
the synodal acts of Dordrecht.'" 

The allowance guarantied to this clergyman was free passage 

to the downfall of the colonie, to the IraosgresGion of his ordinance, and is 
directly contraty to tlieir promises and concluded contracts : The officer is, 
therefore, chained to proeecuie all such before the comniisfflouers of tlie Noble 
Fatroon. and to bring the matter aleo before the council of the colonie, (exclud- 
ing those who may hare been accessories to such proceedings,) in order to 
provide therefor by stricter statutes or ordinances, and to punish the delin- 
quents by penalties and fines, agreeably (o law. And in testimony of the 
truth, have these been signed on Ihe date above written. 

"KiLiAEN VAN Rensselaer, 
" Fatroon of the Colonie of Rensselaerswyck. 
" He shall also inquire touching the person who had charge of De Laets- 
bnrg, and was left there by Gerrit de Reus. The said bouwerie had, in May, 
1638, among other things, thirty-one morgens of winter grain [winter coom] 
taxed on Ihe field, by four farmers, at five and seventy guilders [$30] the mor- 
gen [of two acres ;] where the said com has been left, and now is ; if he hath 
fuUilled his engagements or not ; if he hath been a defaulter ; in line, how it 
happened that from so great a number of acres, so little is forthcoming ; and on 
discovery of the giiilly, to punish them as an oiample to others, as more fully 
ii mentioned in the letter to Arendt van Curler. 

" ElLIAEH VAN RENSBEI.AER. 

" In case the individual whom Gerrit de Reus left on the bouwerie, shoald 
refer (which I do not eipect) to the heir of his master, let him be advised that 
the heir hath given me a procurafcon which I have sent to Director Kieft." 

In the " Maentgelt Boeck van den 1638 tot 1649," kept in the colonie, Van 
der Donck's account opens on 9th Sept., 1 641. 

' This gentleman was the son of the Rev. Joannes Megapolensis, minister of 
Coedyck in Holland, and of Hellegond Jansen. He married his cousin Mach- 
teld Willemsen, daughter of Willem Steengs, or Heengs, who was his senior 
by three years. See Appendix J ; also Alb. Rec v., 323, 339. 
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and board for himself, his wife and four children, who chap 
accompanied him to New Nelherland ; an outfit of three -y^ 
hundred guilders, or one hundred and twenty dollars, and an 
annual stipend, for the first three years, of eleven hundred 
guilders, ($440,) thirty schepels of wheat, and two firkins of 
butter, or in place thereof, should he prefer it, sixty guilders 
in cash. This salary was to be fnithei increased by an 
addition of two hundred guilders a year, for the second term 
of three years, if the Patroon were satisfied with his ser- 
vices. A pension of one hundred guilders per annum was 
secured to his wife, in case of his demise within the above 
term, for and during whatever time might remain unexpired 
of his engagement. 

These preliminaries having been thus arranged, an obstacle 
was unexpectedly thrown in the way of Mr. Megapolensis' de- 
parture by the directors of the West India Company, who 
claimed the exclusive right to approve of his appointment. To 
this, however, the feudal lord of Rensselaerswyck demurred ; 
and it was not until after a lapse of several months that a 
compromise was agreed to, the directors approving of the ap- 
pointment under protest on the part of Mr. Van Rensselaer, 
saving his rights as Patroon. 

The Rev, Mr. Megapolensis and family embarked, together June 6. 
with Abraham Staes, surgeon, Evert Pels, brewer, and a num- 
ber of other freemen, farmers, and farm-servants, shortly after 
this, in the ship the Houttuyn, or Woodyard, which was 
freighted with a quantity of goods for the colonie — between 
two and three hundred bushels of malt for Mr. Pels — four 
thousand tiles, and thirty thousand stone for building — besides 
some vines and madder, the cultivation of which the Patroon 
was desirous of introducing among his people.' On the arri- Aug. 
val of Mr. Megapolensis at Rensselaerswyck, a contract was 
concluded for the erection of a dwelhng for himself and family, 

' Mr. Fek erected a brewery in the colonis ; Dr. Slaee became one of 
the council in 1643, and was appointed president of the board m 1644, at a 
Eslary of 100 flotins ($40) per annum. He obtained license to trade in fuis, 
and had also a considerable bouwerie, besides pursuing the practice of tiis profss- 
Bion. He was the anceetor of the Staats of the present day, the original name 
'havmg asBumed Ehortly a^erwarda the termination it now beaiG, 
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BOOK bu h having failed in fulfilling his agreement, a 

TfiiS h b 1 ng g Maryn Adriaensen, constructed entirely of 
ok a b q ently purchased for his use, for the sum of 
ih I nd d g ilders, or one hundred and twenty dollars. 
F h n ence of the settlers at Tuscanieatick, {as 

G nb h a 1 opposite side of the river, was called by the 
Ind n ) a f ry was next established near the foot of the 
Beaver s KiW, (where it still continues to piy ;) and as it was the 
Patroon's intention that the church, the minister's dwelling, 
the attorney-general's residence, and the houses for the trades- 
people and mechanics, should be erected in one vicinity, so as to 
constitute a " Kerckbuurte," or settlement around the church, 
orders were transmitted that no persons (farmers and tobacco 
planters excepted) should, for the future, establish themselves, 
after the expiration of their term of service, elsewhere than in 
the vicinity of the church, and according to the plan now sent 
out by the Houttuyn ; " for," it was justly observed, "if every 
one resides where he thinks fit, separated far from other set- 
tlers, they, should trouble occur, would be unfortunately in 
danger of their lives, as sorrowful experience hath demon- 
strated around the Manhattans.'" A church, thirty-four feet 
long, and nineteen feet wide — the first in this quarter — was 
erected in the course of the following year. Though humble 
in its dimensions, when compared with modem edifices of a 
similar sacred character, it was considered, at this time, suffi- 
ciently ample for the accommodation of the faithful, " for the 
next three or four years, after which it might be converted into 
a school-house, or a dwelling for the sexton." A pulpit, orna- 
mented with a canopy, was soon added for the preacher, as 
well as pews for the magistrates and for the deacons, and 
" nine benches" for the congregation. The expense of all this 
necessary furniture amounted to the sum of thirty-two dollars. 
While providing accommodation for the living, the dead were 
not forgotten. The " church-yard" lay in the rear, or to the 
west, of the Patroon's trading-house — in what is now very cor- 
rectly called " Church" street : and in order " to be safe from 

' Patroon's Memorandum for Dom. MegapolensiE, 3d June, 1642. A IranB- 
lAtLon of this inlereEtiag paper will be found in Appendix K. 
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the ravages of the Indians," the infant hamlet, living and dead, '^f^' 
nestled close under the guns of Fort Orange.' iSiS 

One of the principal aims of the first founders of Rensse- 
laerswyck seems to have been to secure for themselves the 
valuable trade in furs, the chief mart for which centred at the 
point where they made their purchase and commenced their 
settlement. To engross this the more eifectualiy, all foreign 
and unlicensed traders were rigidly excluded from the colonie. 
The Patroon and his partners were the only privileged im- 
porters of European merchandise, the company having, in con- 

' The date of the erection of the above church is taken from Van Curler'a 
letter to the Patroon, dated Jnae, 1643, which will be found translated in the 
Appendix L ; Kieft, when proposing, in 1643, lo erect a charch in New Am- 
Bterdam, referred to the then contemplated erection of this chnroh in Renase- 
laerBWyck. That it waa erected in 1643, is evident from Megapoleneis' tract 
on the Maquaas, published in 1644, in which allusion ia made to il. The ex- 
pense of the pulpit, pewa, &c.| ia taken from the " Greet Boek der Colonie Rens- 
BBlaerswyck," anno 1645-6, p. 56, in which we find to the credit of " Willem 
Frederickm" the following entry : — "Voor dat hy in de kerck heeft gemaakt 
een Predicketool, het verwulf, een atoe] voor de ovencheyt, een ditto voor de 
Diaconie, een cosyn met S lichten, een kruys cosyn dicht gemaackt, en dae- 
riu een kaaje, een hoeckje nevens de stool, met eeu hanek m een winckel- 
haeck, en 9 bancken, te saemen voor, 80 fl." Tina church was anfiicientJy 
wealthy in I64T, (May W,) lo loan 300 guilders to the Patroon, for which the 
Diaconie, or deacons, received the obligation of the colonial court, payable in 
one year after date, at 10 per cent. See account-book F. Renaselaeiswyck 
MSS. ; alao the obligation itself in the Gerechtsrolle. A new " stoop," or steps, 
was added in 1651, to the front of the above building, which accommodated the 
faithful until 1656, when a second church waa erected at the junction of what 
are uow State and Market streeU. In 1T15, a new church whs erected on the 
latter site, including within ita walla that of 1656. The church of 1T15 was 
finally pulled down in 1806. Fort Orange stood at the lower part of what is 
now Market-street, nearly midway between Deniaeon and Lydius alreela. 
The Patroon's trading-houae was on the north «de of the fort, on the verge 
of the moat by which the latter waa surrounded. Thia Iradiiig-houae diaap- 
peared some time previoua to 1649, when the ground on which it alood was 
leased for " a garden" to Pieter Hertgen and Anthony de Hooges, at a rent 
of one guilder, or 40 cents, a year. In the lease was reserved the right te 
run a street through Ibis "garden" "to the churchyard," [tot kerekhof,] 
which lay west of this lot, on what is now Church-street. The hof, or yard, 
of Ihe Patroon's house lay north of the trading- house. The firat location of 
Beverawyck, " near the beud of the river," — " close by the fort"—" to be 
safe from the ravages.of the Indians,"~4a mentioned with minute preciaion id 
Alb.Rec. iv. 
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i sequence of i.he war and other causes, ceased to keep Fort 
- Orange supplied with foreign goods. All settlers were bound 
' under oath not to purchase any peltries from the Indians, on 
pain of forfeiting their goods and wages, unless duly licensed 
to carry on such trade, for such a privilege was exclusiyely 
vested in liie Patrooii by the sixth article of the charter. The 
majority of the settlers subsequently obtained such permission ; 
received goods on credit from the Patroon's store, and every 
farmer, as De Vries observes, became a trader. Tliey were, 
however, obliged to bring in all the furs which they purchased 
to the Patroon's magazine, to be sent over to Holland to him, 
he retaining, as his share, half the profits. This condition was 
afterwards modified so far as to allow him to retain only the 
sixth beaver, and one guilder recognition, or duty, on each of 
the remaining five-sixths.' This system soon produced results 
which were naturally to be expected. Competition raised the 
price of peltries nearly one hundred per cent Prior to 1642 
the price of a merchantable beaver, which averaged about an 
ell square, was six hands, or fathoms, of wampum. In the 
course of tl j ea 1 e art 1 mmanded from seven to seven 
and a half, bu h n he ad found that the agents of the 
Patroon, a 11 a h ofli Fort Orange, did not refuse 

paying tlia p e hej m n d ly offered nine ; and in the 
following y a ad a d 1 a o ten fathoms of white wam- 
pum for each skm. A joint proclamation was hereupon issued 
by the authorities of Rensselaerswyck, and those of the Fort, 
fixing the price of furs at nine fathoms of white, or four and a 
half of black wampum, and forbidding all persons whatsoever, 
whether servants of the company or residents in the colonie, 
from going into the woods to trade in advance with the Indians, 
on pain of seizure of all their goods. Another proclamation 

' Rensaelaorawyck MSS., AppendLs I. Master Abraham (StaoB,) Hen- 
rick Albertzen, Reyer StofTeleen, Saudei Leendertsen en andcren die met ds 
Heer Patrooii gecontracleert hebben om te moogen handelen wareii gehou- 
deii alle de selve pelteryen, telcke reyeo in specie liet gelal aentebrengen, ende 
sen de Patroon, en nytnant vreenits overt««enden, ende daerenborea van yder 
beever een gulden en dan nocli hel seste part aenden Hr. Patroon, otte zyn 
gecommilteerden le betaeien, op confiscatie van aile de pelteryen en voorls van 
al dsB efiecten, voigene de voors, perHOonen haer contracten. Gerecblsrolle ady 
den 3 December, 1648, in re Claes Gerrittaen. 
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"was also issued, prohibiting al! traders to come with their c 
sloops within the Hmits of the colonie under the penahy of - 
forfeiting the same. And on the following court-day a third 
proclamation followed, for the better securing the monopoly 
of the import trade to the Patroon, by which the inhabiiants 
of the colonie were absolutely forbidden purchasing any goods 
from the local traders. Orders were given at the same time 
to Sheriff Van der Donck to enforce these regulations with 
strictness and severity. 

This functionary, between whom and Van Curler, and the 
other officers of the colonie, considerable jealousy and ill- 
feeling already existed, had no desire to render himself un- 
popular with the colonists. "He should not," he said, 
" make himself the worst man in the colonie, nor be suspected 
by the colonists, for his term as officer was but short." He 
therefore not only refused to enforce these regulations, but 
when, a few days afterwards, the colonists, contrary to the 
prohibitions of the court, did purchase duffels and sundry other 
goods which had been surreptitiously introduced, he connived 
at their proceeding, and either told the suspected parties to 
put their goods out of his sight, or neglected entirely to execute 
his duty, or to make any seizures. Not content with this dis- 
obedience of orders, he proceeded, next, secretly to foment 
feelings of discontent and mutiny among the people, before 
whom he placed the above mentioned placards in a most odious 
light, and whom he persuaded into the belief that Van Curler 
was endeavoring " to steal the bread out of their mouths." His 
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BOOK desire to second the wishes of the constituted authorities, 
-^^ But when the time for testing his sincerity arrived, he was 
' found wanting in the fulfilment of his promise.' 

While these contentions and altercations were distracting 
the little hamlet of Beverswyck, intelligence was received 
Aug that war-parties of the neighboring Mohawks had returned 
'^ victorious from .one of their wild forays against their hereditary 
enemies, the Hurons and the French, and had brought with 
them several Christians whom they had taken prisoners. 
Arendt van Curler, weighing well the necessity of maintaining, 
in the feebleness of the colonic, a good understanding with 
these wild tribes, and full of hope that he could rescue the 
French captives from their danger, proceeded, in company with 
Jan Labadie and Jacob Jansen van Amsterdam, to the country 
of the Mohawks, with suitable presents, in order to confirm 
the ancient friendship which had hitherto continued uninter- 
rupted between them and the Dutch, and to obtain new guar- 
antees for the security of the inhabitants and property in Rens- 
selaerswyck. This visit was highly pleasing to the Indians, 
who detained, at each of their three castles, the Dutch ambas- 
sadors a quarter of an hour, until a salute was fired in honor of 
their visit, "for my arrival," writes Van Curler, "diffused 
great joy among them." Parties were sent out in quest of 
game, who returned with some " escellent turkeys," and feast- 
ing and good cheer gave substantial proofs of a sincere and 
hearty welcome. 

Van Curler's benevolent mind was, however, ill at ease in 
the midst of these rejoicings. The Christian captives might be 
doomed to undergo, in a few days, at the stake, all the tortures 
which savage cruelty and ingenuity combined could invent to 
render death more terrific and appalling. Among the prisoners 
was the mild and disinterested Father Jogues, a learned Jesuit 
missionary — " one of tlie first to carry the cToti into Michi- 
gan, and now the first to bear it through the ^dlages of the 
Mohawks." Despising ease, comfort, bfe, dud every attach- 
ment which nature renders dear to man, he preferred cap- 
ttvity, suffering, and mutiUlion, lo an abandonment of his 

' Van Curler's letter to the Fstrooii, Appendi* L. 
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tender converts ; and now awaited, in resignation and prayer, chap. 
the crown of martyrdom for which his soul had so Ions -^ 
panted. '««• 

To save these unfortunate men, Van Curler called together 
the chiefs of the diiferent Mohawk castles. He recalled to 
1 d h fn d hp d II wl hh 1 1 

d b w h m— d d d d h 1 h [ 

if n 1 f h m p he 

anu f hddgld 11 hh b 

dihDh 1 fh 1 fgflfU 

d ff n f d 1 d by I 1 ly imp 1 f 

h&plhdg lyb bdpuf hfdm 

f h ir Ch b h Tl 1 w n 

to be m d th by pp 1 t nl friendship, or by the 

Dutchm p t Tl y w w 11 ng to grant to thek 
allies wh t w tl p b t n the point under dis- 

cussion tl y w Id 1 t C rler well knew how 

the Fren It t d ll wh f II t their hands. Had the 
chief not b f 1 h tta k the Iroquois would 

have bee 1 t F tl lb 1 f h French prisoners he 
could not I t I fwmthth irriors of the several 
nations would assemble, and then the matter would be finally 
disposed of. All Van Curler could effect was to persuade the 
savages to spare the lives of their prisoners, and to promise to 
restore them to their country. Escorted by a party of ten or 
twelve armed Indians, the Dutch ambassadors now returned 
to Beverswyck, their minds filled with admiration of the lovely 
country through which they travelled.' 

The disinterested missionary continued now to solace his 1643. 
captivity by spreading the light of Christianity through the be- 
nighted region into which Providence had cast his lot. Though 
his labors were most signally blest, and numbers of converts 
were brought into the fold, the hearts of the principal savages 
continued hardened against him. In one of his visits with 
some Indians to Fort Orange, he learned that intelligence July, 
had been received that the Mohawks were defeated by the 

' Daer leyt qualyok een halven daegh van den colonie, op de Maquaaa Kill, 
'dat Bchooiisle landt dat men met oogen beziea mach. Van Curler's letter. 
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BOOK French at Fort Richelieu, and that he, on his return, would 
' assuredly be burnt. The commander of the fort counselled 
' him, thereupon, to escape. A vessel was about to proceed to 
Virginia. There he would be safe. Father Jogues demand- 
ed until the morrow to consider this proposal, " which greatly 
surprised the Dutch." The offer was finally accepted, but it 
was not so easy to evade the vigilance of his savage compan- 
ions. Innumerable difficulties followed. He at length suc- 
ceeded in secreting himself in the hold of a sloop in the river, 
where close air and a horrid stench made him almost regret 
that he had not remained among the cruel Iroquois, who now, 
enraged at the escape of their victim, crowded to Beverswyck, 
and demanded, with violent gestures and angry words, t-he sur- 
render of their prisoner. The Dutch were much embarrassed. 
They could not consent to deliver over a Christian brother to 
the tortures and barbarities of the heathen. The States Gen- 
eral had sent out orders that every means should be used to 
rescue from the savages those Frenchmen who might fall into 
their power. On the other hand, the colonic was too feeble to 
make any resistance. In this dilemma the offer was again 
renewed to ransom the fugitive ; after considerable wrangling, 
the Indians accepted this offer, and presents to the amount of 
about one hundred pieces of gold were accordingly dehvered 
them. Father Jogues was sent to New Amsterdam, where he 
was most kindly received and clothed by Director Kieft, who 

Nov, 5. gave him a passage to Holland in a vessel which sailed shortly 
after. But misfortune was not yet weary of persecuting the 
Christian missionary. The vessel was driven in a storm on 
the coast of Fahnouth, where it was seized by wreckers, who, 
as merciless as the savages, stripped Father Jogues and his 
companions of every article of their wearing apparel, and 
left them bruised and naked to pursue their journey as best 
they could, 

1644, In the course of the following year Father Bressani, another 
Jesuit missionary, fell into the hands of the Iroquois. " Beat- 
en, mangled, mutilated ; driven barefoot over rough paths, 
through briers and thickets ; burnt, tortured, wounded, and 
scarred, he was eye-witness to the fate of one of his compan- 
ions who was boiled and eaten. Yet some mysterious awe 
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protected his life, and he too was at last humanely rescued by chaf 
the Dutch," who purchased his freedom at a large sum, and, "t^ 
with true Samaritan kindness, dressed his wounds and nursed 
him until he was perfectly convalescent, when they supplied him 
with clothing, "of which he stood in much need," and sent him 
to the Manhattans. Here he was received in the most hospi- 
table manner by the public authorities, who furnislied him, at 
his departure for Europe, with the following letter of safe-con- 
duct: — 

" We, Wiliem Kieft, Director-general, and the Council of Sept. 
New Netherland, to all those who shall see these presents, 
greeting r Francis Joseph Bressani, of the Society of Jesus, 
for some time a prisoner among the Iroquois savages, com- 
monly called Maquaas, and daily persecuted by these, was, 
when about to be burnt, snatched out ol their hand.", and ran- 
somed by us for a large sum, after considerable difficulty. As 
he now proceeds with our permission to Holland, thence to 
return to France, Christian charity requires that he be humane- 
ly treated by those into whose hands he may happen to falL 
Wherefore we request all governors, viceroys, or their lieuten- 
ants and captains, that they would afford him their favor in go- 
ing and returning, promising to do the same, on like occasion. 
Dated in Fort Amsterdam, in New Netherland, this xxth Sep 
tember, anno Saluiis, 1644, Stylo Novo." 

These and many other acts of similar kindness secured ever 
afterwards, for both the inhabitants and authorities, as well 
of Rensselaerswyck as of New Netherland generally, the 
warm attachment and regard of the Jesuit missionaries, who 
at the risk of healtli and life were disseminating the truths 
of the Gospel among the Indian tribes in the valley of the Mo- 
hawk, and along the shores of the great lakes, and who, it may 
be safely said, allowed no occasion to pass without giving ex- 
pression to their gratitude and respect.' 

' Van Curler's letter ; MegapoleiiKs' Short Account of the Maquaafi ; 
Charlevoix, Hisl. de la Nouv. France, i., 240 ; Creuxius, Hint Canadensio, 
3Sa, 3S6, 389, 391, 403 ; Bancroft's Hiat. of the United Stales, iii., 132, 133, 
134. The Rev. Father Jean Fierron writes to Mt. Van Renanelaer from " "Dn- 
nionlogen," 6lh Nov. 1667 : " Je me tiens tellenient obligf de I'honneur que j'ay 
recu de FOUB a Schenect6 qu'^ternelleinent j'auray de raSectinn pour votio 

43 
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BOOK It became apparent now from the ill-feelbg which existed 
-"'^ between Sheriff Van der Donck and the other functionaries in 
' the colonie, and which had already caused in two instances an 
exchange of blows, that the former could not comfortably pro- 
long his stay in Rensselaerswyck, or hold his office, very 
agreeably, much longer. He determined, indeed, to return to 
Holland in the course of the next year, as he was desirous lo 
become a Patroon himself, with which view he proceeded, 
with several colonists, to Katskill, to purchase the lands 
there from the Indians, for the erection of an independent 
colonie. But the moment the Palroon of Rensselaerswyck 
received intelligence of this " dishonest" move on the part of 
" his sworn officer," he immediately forwarded instructions to 
Van Curler, couched in the following stringent terms : — 

" The Patroon of the Colonie of Rensselaerswyck having, 
on the sixth of this month, given a commission to Pieter Wyn- 
Sept. coop, commis. on board his ship, to purchase for a reasonable 
price from tlie natural owners and inhabitants, and from their 
chiefs, their lands lying about Katskill, in consequence of cer- 
tam information which he had that Adriaen van der Donck, his 
sworn officer, dishonestly designed to purchase for him and his, 
to the prejudice of him, the Patroon, his lord and master, the 
said lands, lying under the shadow of his colonie. Therefore 
he, by virtue of the sixth and twenty-sixth articles of his Free- 
doms and Exemptions, doth claim that no person shall, against 
his will, approach within seven or eight miles of him ; also, 

eompagnie, et de I'inclination ^ I'obliger, si jamais j'en ay roccasion. Le ooir et 
le blano, ni la diversity de la rfili^on o'empecheront paa cett6 ainiti6." And 
Father Joannes de Lambervillo, who was a missionary at Onontagua (Onon- 
daga) in 16H5, addc^aes Jeremias van Renssalaer in terms testifying equal re- 
spect for his character, though he never saw him — " Illustrisame Doraine, Et- 
ei de facie nee ego tibi, nee tu niihi cegnitus sis, tuum tamen niihi nonien, tuaque 
rmhi probe nota sunt merita, dignueque es cui qaacunque dati obsequy tibi defe- 
rentli occanone, pronce voluntatis specimen exhibealur." Viceroy Tracy, writing 
to Gov. NlcoIIs in 1667, also bears testimony to (he humane conduct of the 
Dutch m these words :— " The French nation is too much inclined lo acknow- 
ledge courtesies, not to confess that the Dutch have had very much charity for 
the French who have been prisoners with the Maquaas, and that they have 
redeemed divcn!, who had been burnt without their eucoor. Tliey ought also 
to be assured of our gratitude towards them, and tq any others who shall eier- 
cise such Christian deeds as they have done," 
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that he hath power to enlarge his colonic, on condition of c"*^- 
planting a proportionate number of colonists there, which num- -~^ 
ber was, even by this vessel, so increased that he hath already 
included the same, from Raosselaers-Stein down to Katskill, 
remaining on the same side, within his resort. And, further, 
having obtained certain information that such is, indeed, also 
true, the commissary-general, Ajendt van Curler, together 
with the aforesaid Pieter Wyncoop, are charged not to inquire 
of the above-named Van der Donck if it be true, (inasmuch as 
the Patroon hath by him sufficient proof thereof,) but him to 
constrain, should he have done so, to desist, de facto, there- 
from, and to cede and to make over to him, the Patroon, all 
whatsoever he hath acquired, conformably to his oath, having 
sworn to be true and faithful specially to him, his injury to 
prevent and his advantage to promote, both which in this mat- 
ter have not happened ; and in case the said purchase be not 
yet eifected, that he, in presence of the commissaries and 
council of the colonic, do promise, under oath, not to proceed 
therewith, but to respect him the Patroon, and to afford to his 
(agents) all favor and help, that they may be allowed to make 
the aforesaid purchase to the best advantage ; and should he 
refuse the one, or the other, to secure his person, inasmuch a« 
he also endeavored, per fas et nefas, (met minne ofte onminne,) 
to return home in case the Patroon should not consent to dis- 
charge him ; and inasmuch as the lease of his bouwerie, 
which he hath taken and agreed for in person with the Patroon, 
hath stili long to run, which he cannot set aside without con- 
sent, but shall be bound to keep during that time. And in 
witness of the truth hath the Patroon subscribed these with his 
hand, and sealed them with his and the colonie's seal, in Am- 
sterdam, this 10th September, 1643. 

"KiLiAEN Van Rensselaer, 
[seal] " Patroon of the Colonie of Rensselaerswyck. 

" In case Van der Donck should prove obstinate, he shall 
be degraded from his ofGce, and left on his bouwerie to com- 
plete his contracted lease, without allowing him to depart, and 
his office shall be conferred, provisionally, on Nicolaus Coom, 
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BOOK till further orders, divesting him of all papers appertaining to 
j^ his charge. But if he will desist, then his office, and his bou- 
werie, shall he be allowed to hold. Actum as above. 
" KiLiAEN Van Rensselaer, 

"in quality as herein above stated.'" 

This order, which had the effect of arresting Van der 
Donck's intended colonie at Katskill, was conveyed to New 
Sejji. Netherland by the Patroon's ship, " The Anns of Rensselaers- 
wyck," which was dispatched with an assorted invoice of 
merchandise, consisting of woollen, linen, and cotton goods, 
ready-made clothing, silks, glass, crockery, leather, fruit, 
cheese, spices, brandy, gin, wines, cordials, tobacco-pipes, nets, 
looking-glasses, beads, axes, adzes, razors, knives, scissors, 
bells, nails, spoons, kettles, tliimbles, pins, needles, threads, 
rings, shoes, stockings, gloves, combs, buttons, muskets, pis- 
tols, swords, shot, lead, canvass, pitch and tar, candles, station- 
ery, and various other commodities, valued at twelve thousand 
eight hundred and seventy guilders, to be bartered with the 
Indians and other inhabitants of the country for tobacco, 
furs, and other produce. To ensure entire success for this 
venture, the skipper, supercargo, and pilot of the ship were 
allowed a direct pecimiary interest in the proceeds of the 
voyage. 

The system of licenses introduced by the Patroon, and the 
profits which resulted, had already incited a number of private 
individuals to embark in the fur-trade. As a consequence, 
this staple was altogether taken out of the hands both of the 
Patroon's and the company's servants, who could purchase 
scarcely a skin, while private traders exported thousands of 
peltries. A number of unlicensed traders now resorted to 
the colonie, who drew the Indians away into " secret trading- 
places," where, by means of higher prices, they got possession 
of the most valuable furs, " not caring whether or not the 
trade was so injured as to render the Patroon unable to meet 
ttie expenses of his colonie." Having thus "debauched" the 

' NaecdeT ardre aen Areadt voo Curiei ea fietei Wyncoap wegen Katskill 
BenaselaerKwycli MSS. 
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savages, these interlopers succeeded next, by means of " wine CEtAr. 
and strong drink, which they sold at an usurious rate," in — v~ 
" perverting" many of the colonists, from whom they got, 
not only peltries, but even large quantities of grain, which 
tlie farmers disposed of without either respecting the Pa- 
troon's pre-emption right, or paying the tenths, or accounting 
for the halves or thirds which they were bound by lease to 

pay-' 

To arrest these illicit proceedings, the Patroon adopted two 
measures which would, he expected, put a stop to the injuries 
which his interests were sustaining from the competition liiat 
was then exhausting and impoverishing his colonic. One of 
these was the erection of a fortified post and trading-house at 
Beeren, or Bear's Island, the southern boundary of his estate, 
which, by commanding the channel of the river, would ex- 
clude all vessels, but his own and those of the West India 
Company, from the upper waters of the Hudson. The other 
was, to send out a stock of goods sulBcient to supply, through 
his establishments at Beverswyck and Beeren Island, tlie Mo- 
hawks and river Indians, and all the neighboring settlers, with 
whatever they may require in barter for their produce, whether 
furs or corn." It was with a view to carry out the latter part 
of this project, that " the Arms of Rensselaerswyck" now 
sailed with the above-mentioned valuable cargo. 

She arrived at the Manhattans while the war with the In- 

' InHDuatie, FioleGtalie eade Presentatie vaa weghen den Falroon 81h Sept., 
1643. Appendix M. 

» The twofold characler of the Fatroon'B fstabliEhment at Beeren laiand— 
fort and trading-houaa — aa all such poets in (hose days were — is clearly estab- 
liahod by (lie following entry in the account current with Coom, who bad 
charge of the eslabliahment ;— Groet Boek, No. F., 23 : 

For merchandise according to invoice for Renaselearelein, on 

which is charged cant, per cent, adrance tl. 913,10 

For materiab for (be armory ['t waepen buys] 671. 8 

For carpenters' tools [tinimergreetaqbap] 71. 7 

For ammunition 1094.10 

For paper, pens, and a flag besides 44,19 

For neceBsaries for the boat 171.15 

Beeren island is a email precipitous Mand, containing eight or ten acres, 
situate immediately south of Coeyman's landing. It was recently sold by Mr- 
Van Benseelaer for $500. 



dbyGoogle 



342 HISTORY Of 

BOOK dians was at its height, and at the moment when Kieft was sorely 
-™; distressed for clothing for the troops which he had enhsted. A 
'requisition was immediately made on Pieter Wyncoop, the 
supercargo of the ship, for a supply of fifty pairs of shoes to 
be distributed among the soldiers, payment for which was offer- 
ed " in silver, beavers, or wampum," at such price as the super- 
cargo might demand. But ^yyncoop, perceiving that he could 
sell these goods to more advantage to the inhabitants than to 
the Director, injudiciously refused to comply with this requi- 
sition. A forced levy was the result, and as many soldiers 
were equipped with shoes from the ship, as " killed five huii 
dred of tlie enemy," The evil consequences of Wyncoop's 
refusal did not stop here. The ship was immediately over- 
hauled by authority of the Director and council, and a consid- 
erable quantity of powder and a number of guns found on 
board, which were not enumerated in the manifest, and which 
Wyncoop was charged with intending to sell to the savages. 
These articles having been made contraband by law, and their 
introduction forbidden on pain of death, were, together with 

March the ship, forthwith confiscated, 

Wyncoop now, too late, perceived the error into which 
either his instructions or his covetou^nesB had plunged hmi. 

March In the hope, however, of retrieving his lo'is he mstituted 
an action against Comelis Van der Huygens the Fiscaal 

March at Fort Amsterdam, against whom he protested, in strong 
terms, for having unloaded his ship, which proceeding he pro- 
nounced an insult, a reproach, and a wrong inflicted on the 
Honorable Patroon, " the first and oldest patriot of the land," 
and for which aggression he now demanded redress from the 
Director-general and council. It was much fitter for the fis- 
cal, he added, to discharge and to confiscate such ships as 
came and traded hither without any commission, and thereby 
brought contempt on the country and its government, than to 
affront a Patroon who hazarded so much for his colonists and 
New Nelherland. He finally maintained that the powder 
which he had. on board was for the ship's use, and for the de- 
fence of " Re nsselaers- Stein," or Castle Rensselaer, as the 

March fortification on Beeren Island was called. This plea profited 
nothing. The powder was not mentioned in the manifest, and 
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the explanation which was offered was merely used as " a chap. 

cloak" to cover the real design. " It is far from us," conclud ■~~ 

ed the attorney-general, " to insult the Patroon. On the con- juareli 
trary, we are willing to aid him in promoting the welfare of 22. 
his colonic. But it is you who are endeavoring to frustrate his 
noble plans, by associating exclusively with private traders, and 
striving to take them with you to the colonic in direct opposition 
to the commands of the Patroon, who hath sent out this ship 
to keep free traders from that place. If your conduct is just, 
free merchants cannot be prevented trading thither, and they 
will be justified in so doing. I deny that any damage what- 
ever has been done. Are you of a contrary opinion ? Cite 
me before any court of justice, whenever you please." 

Arendt van Curler, finding that no satisfactory issue was to Oct. 
be expected from this litigation, finally proposed that the ^^' 
ship should be released, and the whole case referred to the 
Directors in Holland for their decision. As the vessel was 
suffering considerable injury from delenlion, this proposal was 
acceded to, "so that the Patroon should have no reason to 
complain ;" on the express condition, however, that no goods 
should be landed from the vessel until permission was ob- 
tained from the company, and that such articles as were al- 
ready seized by the attorney-general should remain confiscated, 
as they had not been included in the invoice. The vessel 
sailed soon after for Holland, whither- Van Curler also pro- 
ceeded to give an account of his stewardship.' 

In the mean time Nicolaus Coorn, " Wacht Meester," or 
commander in the service of the Patroon, had completed his 
fort on Beeren Island, on which he mounted a number of can- 
non, sufficient not only for its defence, but for the complete 
command of the river. A claim to " staple right" was then 
boldly set up ; a toll of five guilders, or two dollars, imposed 
on every trading-craft passing up or down, which were also 
obliged to lower their colors in honor of Rensselaers-Stein. 
And thus a sovereign jurisdiction was asserted over this navi- 
gable highway against all persons, save and except the ser- 
vants of the West India Company. 

' Alb. Rec ii,, 244, 246, 277 ; iii., 192, 193, 194, 195, a 
wyek MSS. 
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SOTK It was in the summer of 1644, that the yacht the Good 
ifidJ ^°P^' '^^ which Govert Lookermans was master, sailed from 
' Fort Orange for New Amsterdam. Passing Beeren Island, 
the craft was hailed, and peremptorily ordered " to lower his 
colors." On being asked for whom, the commander replied, 
" For the staple right of Rensselaerswyck." But the skipper 
refused, with an oath, to strike his flag " for any individual 
save the Prince of Orange and the Lords his masters ;" where- 
Jaly 5. upon Coorn fired several shots at the vessel, one of which, 
says the record, " perforated our princely flag," about a foot 
above the head of the skipper, " who kept the colors constant- 
ly in his hand," 

Such an outrage as this could not fail to create excite- 
ment at New Amsterdam, when the particulars became known. 
Philip de Truy, " marshal of New Netherland," summon- 
Aug. 3. ed Coom to appear immediately at the Fort to answer for 
Oct. 8. his conduct Th la t pi ad d the authority of his Pa- 
troon. Bit th d d no justification. He was 

condemned n da and f b dden to repeat the oiFence ou 

pain of CO p I p hm t He was further required to 
obtain Van R 1 ajp 1 of the sentence, which 

should be ex cuted o i hm without fail, if that approval were 
not forthcoming. This proceeding was followed soon after 
by a strong protest from Attorney-general Van der Huygens, 
against the establishment on Beeren Island, which was declared 
to be inconsistent with the privileges granted to Patroons and 
lords of manors. No Patroon, it was maintained, could ex- 
tend his colony, by the fifth article of the charter, more than 
four miles along one bank, or two miles on both sides of the 
river, while Beeren Island was more than two miles from the 
limits of the colonie. The bold attempt to construct a fort 
there, to command the river, and to debar Fort Orange from 
free navigation, would, it was added, be ruinous to the com- 
pany ; it was therefore peremptorily ordered that no building 
whatsoever, much less a fortification, should be constructed 
beyond the limits of Rensselaerswyck, and Coorn was for- 
mally threatened with further prosecution should he persist in 
his lawless transactions. 

But Nicolaus Coom, commander of Reus s el aers- Stein, 
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was not to be intimidated by the paper bullets of Director chap. 
Kleft's altorney-general. " As the vice-commander of the -'v^ 
Honorable Van Rensselaer," he replied, " I call on you, Cor- j^^,^ ' 
nelis van der Huygens, attorney-genera! of New Netherland, 13- 
not to presume to oppose and frustrate my designs on 
Bear's Island ; to defraud me in any manner, or to cause me 
any trouble, as it has been the will of their High Mightinesses 
the States General, and the Privileged West India Company, 
to invest my Patroon and his heir with the right to extend and 
fortify his colonic, and make it powerful in every respect. . . 

If you persist in so doing I protest against the 

act of violence and assault committed by the Honorable Lords 
Majors, which I leave them to settle, while this undertaking 
has nothing else in view than to prevent the canker of free 
traders entering his colonic.'" 

In the spirit in which this protest was drafted, were the 
feudal pretensions of the Lord of Rensselaerswyck asserted 
and maintained, notwithstanding the conviction of Coom and 
the warning of Van der Huygens, during the remainder of the 
Patroon's life. The same policy was. steadily continued by 
his executors for several ^«ars after his death, which event took 
place in Amsterdam, in the year 1646.* 

With the demise of the first Patroon terminated, also. Van 1646. 
der Donck's connection with the colonie. He was succeeded 
in his office of " fiscaal" by Nicolaus Coom. He did not, 
however, quit Rensselaerswyck before experiencing a heavy 
loss in the destruction of his house on Castle Island by fire, Jan 
in consequence of which he and his wife temporarily removed 
to Van Curler's residence, the hospitalities of which were 
generously oiFered to him by its proprietor. Diiferences of 
opinion now arose between him and Van Curler, as to the 
party on whom the loss of the house should fall ; one main- 
taining that the property was at the risk of the Patroon ; the 
other, of ihe leasee. A quarrel ensued. Van der Donck 
gave Van Curler the lie, whereupon the latter ordered him outFeb.33. 

' Alb. Rec. i., 90 ; ii., 2, 35, 193, 334, 335, 363, 273, 275 ; iii., 187, 188, 
319. Van Tieuhoven, Corta berichle. HoL Doc. v., 364. 

* A debit and credit account of KUiasu von Reiisselaer'a estate in Hallauit 
'at llie time of iiie decease, will bo found iu Appendix N. 

44 
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BOO" of his house. "Van der Donck removed immediately to Fort 

TMA7 ^^"'S^' where he remained until the opening of the naviga- 
" lion, when he proceeded to ihe Manhattans. In the mean 

^1 time, his claims were referred for adjustment to the proprietors 
in Holland.* 

The winter which had just terminated, was remarkably long 
and severe. The North River closed at Rensselaerswyck on 
the 25th November, and remained frozen some four months. 
A very high freshet, unequalled since 1039, followed, which 
destroyed a number of horses in their stables; nearly car- 
ried away the fort, and inflicted considerable other dam- 
age in the colonie. "A certain fish of considerable size, 
snow-white in color, round in the body, and blowing water 
out of it3 head," made at the same time his appearance. 

Mareli stemming the impetuous flood. What it portended, " God 
the Lord only knew," All the inhabitants were lost in 
wonder, for " at the same instant that this fish appeared to ua, 
we had the first thunder and lightning this year." The public 
astonishment had scarcely subsided, when another monster of 

April the deep, estimated at forty feet in length, was seen, of a 
brown color, having fins on his back, and ejecting water in like 
manner, high in the air. Some seafaring people, "who had 
been to Greenland," now pronounced the strange visiter a 
whale. Intelligence was shortly after received that it had 
grounded on an island at the mouth of the Mohawk, and the 
people turned out in numbers to secure the prize, which was, 
forthwith, subjected to the process of roasting, in order to ex- 
tract its oil. Though large quantities were obtained, yet so 
great was the mass of blubber, the river was covered with 
grease for three weeks afterwards, and the air infected to such 
a degree with the stench, as the fish lay rotting on the strand, 
tliat the smell was perceptibly ofi'ensive for two (Dutch) miles 
to leeward. The whale, which had first ascended the river, 
stranded, on its return to sea, on an island some forty miles 
from the mouth of the river, near which place four others 
grounded, also, this year.^ 

' The minute of the quarrel between Van Carler aad Van der Donck, logethei 

with the minute of reference of the tatter's claims, will be found in Appendix O. 

' These partieulaiH are taken from an old book kept by Antonio de Hoogea, 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Stateo General order an iDqairy into the condition of New Netherland — Pro- 
ceedings of the XIX— Kieft recttllBd— Van Dinoiage appointed, provisionally, 
in his place— Inlereeting report on the state of New Natherland — Eecom- 
raendations contained therein — Froposad civil list — Modifications in the gov- 
ernment, trade, £m. — Some Indian tribes desire a cessation of hostilities — 
Several of the Long Island tribes come in — Kieft concludee a peace at Fort 
Orange with the Mohawks and Mohegan^— General peace between the 
aborigines and the Dutch — Low condition of tlie colony — Thanksgiving or- 
dered — additional purchases on Long Island — Orders received to explore the 
country for minerals — Proceedings in consequence — The ship by which spe- 
cimens ware sent to Holland, founders at saa, and all ou board perish — Petrus 
Stuyveaant, Director at Cura9oa, besieges the island of St. Martin — Is 
obliged to raise the sJege—Receives a severe wound — Returns lo Holland — Is 
appointed Direclor-ganeral of Naw Netherland — Submits a plan for the bet- 
ter management of the company's tiaiisatlanlic possessions — Fiuther changes 
liroposed regarding the colonial (rada — Ditferences of opijiion in the Assembly 
of the XIX. — Departure of Stuy vasant postponed — New Netherland continues 
under the mismaDBgement of Kieft. 

The affairs of New Netherland had now reached a crisis chaf. 
which necessitated again the intervention of the Slates General, ■—'— 
Complaint had followed complaint from that country — mis- 
management had accumulated on mismanagement in the ad- 
ministration of its affairs, and an inquiry could no longer be 
postponed. The country was a source of no profit to the 
West India Company ; the opening of the trade had not ad- 
vanced ils settlement, for those whom commerce attracted 
thither, remained not in the province. They deranged the 
trade, but did not add to the population. Their High Mighti- 
nesses, in appointing deputies this year to the Assembly of the 
XIX., instructed ihem, particularly, to inquire whether it 
would not be better to confine tlie trade with the interior of 



Secretary of Rensselaerswyok, endorsed. "Copyevan eenige acten eude an- 
dere aenmerckelycke notitien," and from Van der Donck's Beschryv. van N; 
N. The island at the mouth of the Mohawk goes since by the name of Wal- 
visob, or Whale Island. De Hooges refers to Ihe visit of a simitar large fish 
" many years ago," which caused great wonder at Ihe time, but he does not 
'mention the year, nor furnish any furtlier particulars of the ci 
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BOOK New Netherland to the resident inhabitants of that quarter, 
• and to grant these the additional privilege of trading to Brazil, 
' and thence back to the Manhattes ; and enjoined, at the same 
time, on those delegates, to report fully- on the condition of the 
country, as well as to state what, in their opinion, was required 
to promote its welfare and prosperity. 

The whole subject of the war between the Indiana and the 
Dutch, its origin, progress, and unfortunate consequences, were 
discussed, accordingly, at this meeting of the various branches 
of the company, and the , complaints of the colonists fully con- 
Dec sidered. The immediate result was, the recall of Director 
■ Kieft, in order that he should justify the various acts of his ad- 
ministration, and the appointment, provisionally, in his place, 
as Director, of Lubbertus van Dinclage, who had previous- 
ly served in New Netherland as schout-fiscaal, and was " well 
liked by the Indians."' It was further resolved, to refer all 
the letters and papers from the colonists, as well as those re- 
lating to the affairs of the colony, to the company's Rekenka- 
mer, or chamber of accounts, to examine the same, and to re- 
port to tlie next Assembly of the XIX. in what manner the in- 
juries which the colony had sustained could be repaired, its 
population advanced, and itself rendered profitable to the com- 
pany.* 

' Mr. Vail Dinclage had been dismissed from office, it will be rscollBcted, by 
Van Twiller, iu 1636. He had been aince that time a yearlj- applicant to tba 
XIX. and to the Stales General for redress, his salary during three years that 
he had been in office having been wiiliheld. He had, in the interim, sued the 
company for his wages ; without any success, however, for we find him, even 
now, eight years after his dismissal, elill petitioning for his pay. A compro- 
mise eeenis to have been, at last, elfected with him, though the Amsterdam 
chamber of the company does not appear to relish his appointment as Kieft's 
BQccBssor, even provieionBliy. Full details of his stru^lee against the company 
will be found in Hoi. Doc. ii., 167, 169, 171, 173, 177, 178, 179, ISO, 181, 1H3, 
232,275, 313, 3ie, 318, 391, 32a. 

' In order to remedy various disorders which had crept into the affairs of the 
West India Company, a bureau, or board of accounts, was established in 1643, 
consisting of six accountants ; two fmm the Amsterdam chamber, and one from 
each of the other departments. It was the duty of these to consider whatshould 
ba prepared for Iho meeting of the XIX., and to asBJel thai Assembly with their 
advice ; to keep accouute with all the chambers in the United Provinces, and 
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A copious and most interesting report followed this refer- chap. 
ence. Tracing the growth and progress of New Netherland -^^ 
from its discovery to the incorporation of the West India March! 
Company; thence to the passing of the charter to the Pa- 
troons ; after that, to the breaking out of the war, and then 
detailing the ruin which this involved on that fertile country, 
it proceeded to pass in review the various propositions which 
Director Kieft and the Eight Men had submitted, to correct, 
as well as to prevent the recurrence of the existing unfortunate 
state of tilings. The former, estimating the Indians only at 
three hundred strong, advised their extermination, and demand- 
ed, for that purpose, a force of one hundred and fifty soldiers. 
The others, calculating the enemy at some thousands, were 
of opinion that their destruction was impossible, and that the 
tranquillity of the country would be better secured by a gen- 
eral peace, of which, however, they entertained but slender 
hope, so long as Kieft remained at the head of affairs, as the 
Indians entertained a particular aversion against him. They 
recommended that colonists, in order to obviate future wars, 
should be obliged to settle nearer each other in towns and 
villages, so as to be better able to assist one another in time 
of danger ; that Fort Amsterdam should be repaired, as it 
was DOW in such a ruinous condition that men strode over 
the walls instead of going through the gate ; and that it should 
be built of stone, the expense attending which, was estimated 
at from twenty to twenty-five thousand guilders, or $10,000. 
The settlement of the bounds between the English and Dutch 
possessions was particularly urged, as well as the promotion 
of the population of the country, by crediting emigrants with 
the cost of iheir passage, and by the introduction of a large 
number of field-laborers and negroes. New Netherland, it 
was next advised, should be made a rendezvous for ships of 
war, being better adapted for tliat purpose than Cura^oa, by 
its abundance of provisions and building-limber, and the 

all times exhibit the couditioii of (he company ; to make a repartitian of the 
eip^ndituie and income, and decide all disputes timing therefrom ; also, to 
maiatain good correspondeace between all the chambers, and to cauae the reso- 
lubons of the XIX. to be immediately and diligently executed. Hoi. Doc ill, 



db,Googlc 



350 HISTORY OP 

BOOK readiness with which vessels can thence reach the West In- 
•■''■•^ dies, and there discover the designs of the enemy. It vras 
further demanded that the company should maintain a well- 
furnished store and cellar at New Amsterdam, for the supply 
of necessaries, at certain reasonable prices, for cash or barter, 
to the inhabitants, who otherwise would be seriously imposed 
upon by private traders. Should these private traders be, 
however, allowed to remain, it was urged that they should be 
bound to dispose of their goods at a certain fixed price. 
Finally, the colonists demanded that the Director's council be 
composed of four or five members, in order that justice and 
the authority of the company may be elficiently maintained, 
and the respect of the neighboring provinces properly se- 
cured. 

It will be seen from the preceding review, continues this 
report, into what ruin and confusion New Netherland has fall- 
en, in consequence of foolishly waging an unnecessary war 
without either the knowledge or the authority of the XIX. 
here, and in opposition to the will of the commonalty there ; 
and what excessive advances are now required to repair ex- 
isting misfortunes. No returns have been made for several 
years. That country, on the contrary, has cost the company, 
as it appears from their books, over half a million of guilders, 
[$220,000,] from the year 1626 to the year 1644 inclusive, 
o a d b h us received from thence ; so that it is 
¥ rv qu bl f h company would not be more bene- 

fi d by h 1 ! g h r of New Netlierland, than by the 
en f 1 h -y expenses. As it was impossible 

fo 1 d h w to disembarrass themselves of this 

charge consistently with their obligations, and as there was 
still a prospect that matters were not irremediable, it was 
recommended that some effort should be made to improve the 
country, by settling such questions as were stiil undecided, 
and by introducing sucli reforms as prudence and experience 
might suggest. 

With tliis view, it was advised that the differences between 
the Dutch and their English neighbors at the east should be 
settled as early as possible, and then that such of the latter as 
were found to be on Dutch soil, should be obliged to submit 
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to Dutch jurisdiction and government, and be considered as chap. 
original subjects. Immediate peace with the Indians was, -"^ 
above ail things, advised, as it would be " not only impossible 
but unchristian" to adopt the exterminating advice of the 
Director-general, whose recall, as well as that of his council, 
is particularly insisted upon, in order that they may show 
cause for, and justify to the Assembly of the XIX., the man- 
ner in which they administered the public affairs, especially 
" the bloody exploit of which they were guilty on the 28th 
February, 1 643 ;" and that a person be sent out, as Di- 
rector, duly qualified, on the one hand, to advance the in- 
terests of the company, and the welfare of the commonalty ; 
on the other, to maintain a good understanding with the Eng- 
lish, and more particularly with the Indians. 

The plan of forming hamlets and villages in New Netherland, 
after the manner of New England, was highly approved of; it 
was advised that Fort Amsterdam should be repaired " with 
good clay and firm sods" by the soldiers, at the smallest pos- 
sible expense, and a schedule was submitted witli the report, 
of the establishment which it was considered advisable to 
maintain in the colony for the administration of its affairs as 
well as for the garrisoning of the above fort, the total annual 
expense of their support being estimated at twenty thousand 
and forty-six guilders, or eight thousand and sixteen dol- 
lars of our currency.' This force amounted in all to sixty-nine 



' Estimate of the expenses to be defrHyed by the West India 
cording to. the above plan ;— 

1 Director, Yearly, 

1 Second, to act as koopman and receiver, . " 

1 Fiscaal, " 

1 Secretary and bookkeeper, ..." 
1 Clerk ot Merchandise, . . . . " 
1 Aselstaut, " 



1 Cle 



■gymi 



1 Schoolmaeler, reader, and st 
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£ persons, fifty three of whom were military ; but to make up for 
'_ the small number of the latter, the colonists were to bo bound to 
' provide themselves and servants, under certain penalties, with 
fire-arms and other weapons, to act, in case of need, as a rein- 
forcement to the garrison, for, hereafter, the Director, colonists, 
and all others, were to be expressly forbidden to engage any 
soldiers, whether few or many, at the expense of the com- 
pany. 

It was next advised that the Council of the New Nether- 
lands should consist of three persons ; namely, the Director- 
general, as president ; the Second, or Vice-director ; and the 
Fiscaal, as adjoined counsellor, by and before whom all mat- 
ters touching police, justice, the sovereignty and rights of the 
company should be treated and decided; willi the under- 
standing, however, that in criminal affairs the commander 
take the place of the fiscaal ; two capable persons being ad- 
joined to the court from among the commonalty. As the re- 
spective colonies were allowed, by the 28tli clause of the char- 
ter of 1629, to depute one or two persons, at least every twelve 
months, to acquaint the Director and council of the state and 
condition of their colonics, it was now suggested that those 
deputies should, at the summons of the Director-general, hold 
an Assembly every six months, for mutual intercommunica- 
tion, and the general advancement of the welfare of the people, 
with power, moreover, to deliberate on all questions which 
might concern the prosperity of their colonies, the propitiation 
of the Indians, and the neighboring provinces, the mainte- 

Brought foiward, 10,040 
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nance of free privileges, the correction of abuses, and the up- chap 
holding of the statutes and the laws. The Amsterdam stand- -^'-»- 
ard of weight and measure only, was, however, to he used 
throughout the whole country. 

Emigration from Holland was recommended to be facilita- 
tejl by every means, in order to promote the peopling and set- 
tlement of the New Netherland, especially of the island of 
Manhattans, where settlers, it was suggested, should obtain as 
much land as they could cultivate, either by planting tobacco, 
" for wliich the soil was considered well adapted," or grain, or 
other produce, as they might find most profitable. And it was 
further added, that it would be wise to permit the Pairoons, 
colonists, and other farmers, to import as many negroes from 
the Brazils as they could purchase for cash, to assist them on 
their farms ; as (it was maintained) these slaves could do more 
work for their masters, and were less expensive, than the hired 
laborers engaged in Holland, and conveyed to New Nether- 
land, " by means of much money and large promises." 

The Patroons, colonists, and freemen inhabiting the country, 
should, it was further recommended, have the exclusive right 
to trade with the natives, from which all conunission-merchanfi 
should be rigidly excluded, contenting themselves with the 
privilege of being allowed to exchange their cargoes with the 
inhabitants for peltries, tobacco, wheat, and other produce of 
the country. Bui on no account were munitions of war to be 
sold by the freemen to the Indians, nor by the importers to the 
freemen. The latter, however, were, as already suggested, to 
provide themselves for self-defence with one good musket and 
a .let of side-arms, which were to be inspected every six months 
by the Director-general. 

The Assembly of the XIX. were strongly advised to con- 
sider, if it would not be for the advantage of the colonists to 
permit them to trade directly with the Brazils, as they could 
export thither meal, groats, peas, beans, pipe-staves, plank, 
and other timber useful for ship and house -building ; and to 
encourage the fisheries by allowing them, and none other, to 
sell the fish and caviary caught, salted down and pickled there; 
with the privilege of taking salt on the coast of Brazil, about 
Siara, or the West Indies ; to use the same for the preserving 
45 
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BOOK of green and dry fish ; also to erect salt-pans in New Nether- 
—-^ land to refine the above, in order to furnish fine salt for the 
' cure of fish and meat ; on the condition, however, of delivering 
all such exports into the company's stores at the Brazils, and 
on paying, in specie or coin, the proper duties, to sell their 
cargoes, without, however, being allowed to take away any 
money or specie in return, but only slaves, sugars, confection- 
ary, ginger, tobacco, cotton, and other produce of the country, 
after having duly entered the same ; to sail therewith to New 
Nctherland direct, and neither to sell or exchange any part 
thereof on any pretext whatsoever, receiving a supercargo from 
the company to furnish a correct report of the voyage, and 
binding themselves to touch at Paraiba, to be there visited by 
the company again, so that all chance of smuggling may be 
obviated, and the payment of the proper duties secured, which 
now, the report concluded, should be strictly enforced on all 
imports and exports, in oi-der that the increased expenses may 
be met and defrayed, and that some profit may accrue after- 
wards to the company on account of the increase of popula- 
tion.' 

Spring, in the mean time, brought with it, as usual, a desire 
on the part of the Indians for a cessation of hostihties. Some 
tribes presented themselves at Fort Amsterdam with whom a 
April peace was concluded, in honor of which " a grand salute of 
' three guns" was fired by Jacob Jacobsen Roy, who, however, 
unfortunately received a severe injury in the discharge of this 
duty, by the explosion of one of these pieces, which caused 
him to be a long time under the care of Surgeon Kierstede, 
and ultimately deprived him of the use of his arm. A large 
number of the enemy still continued the war, and it was 
therefore resolved, at a meeting of the council, at which the 
Director-general, M. La Montague, the attorney-general. Cap- 
tains Underhill and De Vries, Ensign de Leeuw, Oloff Ste- 
vensen, and Gysbert Op Dyck, commissaries, and Jan Evert- 
sen Bout, and Jacob Stoffellsen, delegates, attended, to take 
some of the friendly Indians into the public service, and employ 

* Hoi, Doc. ii., 3GS-395. A translation •>{ the above report will be fouud, at 
length, in Appendix E. 
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them against the enemy. Whiteneywen, sachem of the chap. 
Mo cl^one cocks, from Long Island, was therefore engaged, -"^ 
with forty-seven of his warriors, and dispatched by water, jj ' 
with a commission to do ail in his power " to beat and destroy 24. 
the hostile tribes." He returned in a few days, empowered May 
by Rockow, surnamed the Greatest, chief of the Cotsjewan- 
ninck's ; Mamawicktow, chief of Cotsteyick ; Weyrinteninck, 
chief of Meranta-hacky, to declare that he and they had taken 
under their protection the villages of Ouheew-hacky, Suchta- 
hacky, Sichetany-hacky, Nisingqueeg-hacky, (at which place 
the Matinecocks were then, residing,)' and Rechou-hacky, all 
which desired to make peace with the Dutch, for whom he 
pledged himself, that neither they nor any of their tribes 
should in any way injure the Christians ; but, on the contrary, 
treat them with respect, and as a proof of his sincerity, he 
now proffered " the head and hand of one of our enemies," A 
treaty of peace was accordingly entered into with the forego- 
ing tribes, in ratification of which a present was made to the 
Sachem Whiteneywen, and pledges exchanged of eternal 
amity,^ 

Having thus succeeded in creating division among his ene- 
mies, Kieft turned his attention to the propriety of securing 
the friendship of the dreaded Mohawks residing around Fort 
Orange, whose name alone inspired terror among all the tribes 
west of the Connecticut, over whom tliey claimed to be sove- 
reign, and from whom ihey exacted tribute. With this view, 
he repaired, with Counsellor La Montagne, to that post. 
Here, assisted by the officers and authorities of Rensselaers- 
wyck, he succeeded in negotiating a treaty not only with that 
powerful nation — the strongest and fiercest of the country — 
but with the Mohegans, or Mahicanders, and the other neigh- 
boring tribes. To make suitable presents to the savages, in 
token of tiie ratification of this peace, Kieft was, however, 

' The MaCioecack IndiauB claimed jurisdiction orer the lands east of New- 
town as far as the west line of Smilhtann, and probably to the west side of 
NisBBguag River, which falls into Smithtawn Bay in the Sound. They had 
laige settlements at Fluehing, Glen Cave, Cold Spring, Huntington, and Cow 
Harbor, and were considered a wealthy tribe. 

' Alb. Rec. ii., 298, 300, 301. 
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BOOK obliged to borrow money, so low were his funds at this period, 
trjS ^"^'^"S others, from Adriaen Van der Donck, sheriff of'Rens- 

' aelaerswyck,' 
Jniy These precautions had the eifect of persuading the remain- 
ing outstanding tribes of the utter hopelessness of any further 
opposition. Philip de Truy, the court-messenger, was short- 
Aug. ly after ordered to invite the citizens to assemble in the fort 

■ on the next day, at the hoisting of the colors and the ringing 
of the bell, to hear the articles of the proposed treaty of peace 
read, when, they were assured, " if any one could give good 
advice, he might then declare his opinions freely." AJI the 
citizens answered kindly " except one Hendrick Kip, a tailor." 
He had already suggested the propriety of deposing Director 
Kieft, and the sturdy burgher was not now willing to do him 
any honor. 

Aug. At the hour appointed, the sachems of the surrounding 

■ tribes ; Oratany, chief of the Hackingsacks, Sessekennick and 
Willem, chiefs of the Tappaans and of Rechgawawank, Pa- 
cham and Pennekeck, who answered for Onany, Majanwette- 
nemin, Marechhawick, Nyack, and their neighbors on Long 
Island, and Aepjen, chief of the Mohegans, who spoke for the 
Wappinecks, the Wechquaesqueecks, the Sintsings, and the 
Kichtawancks, seated themselves, silent and grave, in front of 
Fort Amsterdam before the Director-general and his council 
and the whole commonalty ; and there, having religiously 
smoked the great calumet, concluded, " in the presence of the 
sun and of the ocean," a solemn and durable peace with the 
Dutch, which both the Contracting parties reciprocally bound 
themselves honorably and firmly to maintain and observe. 

By this treaty, the Indians pledged themselves to apply, in 
case of difficulty or difference with the Christians, to the au- 
thorities at New Amsterdam for satisfaction, while the latter 
promised to complain to the proper sachem, should any Indian 
be guilty of aggression, so that justice may be directly ad- 
ministered on the guilty. No Indian should for the future 
approach, armed, the dweUings of the Christians on Manhat- 

' Van der Donck'e New Neth. N. Y. Hiafc Soc. Trans. (3d Ser.) i., 197, 161 ; 
Alb. See. viii., 80. 
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tan Island ; and the Dutch, on their part, engaged not to visit ™^^■ 
the Indian villages with their guns, except conducted tliither -^^ 
by one of the aborigines. Finally, the latter promised to con- 
duct the English girl, ihe daughter of the late Mrs. Hutchin- 
son, whom they retained in captivity, to Stamford, to be sur- 
rendered to the inhabitants of that place, or else to convey her 
in safety to Fort Amsterdam, where the Dutch guarantied to 
pay the ransom which the English had promised for the 
maiden. 

The ratification of this important treaty terminated, to the 
great joy of high and low, the disastrous and unrighteous war 
which had been waged, with but a short interval of five 
months, between the Indians and the Dutch, from July, 1640, 
to August, 1645, to the incalculable injury of the colony, to 
the manifest displeasure of the authorities in Holland, and m 
violation of the received laws of nations. At its conclusion, 
there were found around the Manhattans, besides pruate tra- 
ders, no more than one hundred men, so desolating were its 
effects on the population ; while the Indians were several thou- 
sands strong, and the New England colonies contained be- 
tween fifty and sixty thousand souls. In celebration of the 
happy event, and in order "to proclaim the good tidings 
throughout New Netherland," the sixth of September was Aug. 
ordered to be observed, in the several English and Dutch ' 
churches, as a day of general thanksgiving, that God Al- 
mighty might be praised for the numerous blessings which he 
had been pleased, by his grace and mercy, to bestow on the 
country.' 

Advantage was taken of the re-estab!ishment of good under- SepL 
standing with the natives, to purchase from the Long Island 
Indians t)ie lands extending along the North River from Cony- 
nen, or Rabbits Island, to Gowanus, and to Weymit Spritten 
which were now added to the pubhc domain. And Thomas 
Ffarrington, John Townsend, William Lawrence, Robert 
Ffirman, and others, who were forced to remove from Mas- 
sachusetts in the spring of this year, obtained a patent, 
shortly after the peace, for sixteen thousand acres of land Oct. 19. 

■ AIb.Rec.ii., 313,314, 315,316,317-, iv., II ; Ho!. Doc. iii.,365; iv., 41. 
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BOOK to the east of Mespath, which was duly incorporated by 
'"— tlie title of Vlissingen, after the ancient trading-city of that 
D^' name situated on the island of Walcheren. A patent, convey- 
19- ing equally liberal municipal privileges, was granted two 
months afterwards to the town of Gravenzande.^ 

Whde Kieft was engaged concluding these various treaties, 
he received instructions froni Holland to turn his attention to 
the mineral wealth of the province. Ores of copper, iron, and 
lead had been already discovered in various parts, specimens 
of some of which had been conveyed to Europe by private in- 
dividuals. The Director-general was therefore ordered to 
forward specimens of the various metals to the company, for 
the purpose of being tested. The first opportunity which of- 
fered for complying with these instructions, was during the 
negotiation of the peace at Fort Orange with the Mohawks. 
The Indian interpreter was observed to paint his face, after the 
fashion of his nation. The Director-general obtained a speci- 
men of the substance which was used on that occasion. It 
was remarkably heavy, and of a greasy, shining appearance. 
Suspecting it to be some valuable mineral, he caused it to be 
subjected, in a crucible, to the action of a strong heat. The 
result of the experiment was encouraging. It yielded, in ap- 
pearance, "two pieces of gold, worth about three guilders." 
July An officer, with a few men, was sent to the mountain where 
■ the sample was obtained, for a quantity of the metal, which, 
having been procured, was tested in the same manner as the 
first, and pronounced equally good ; and so it was. For 
though not exactly gold, it was, equally, iron pyrites. Some 
time afterwards, samples of other minerals, found in one of the 

Aug- Nevesink mountains, near the Raritain, were brought fay some 
31. > a J 

' ThompBon's Ijong lalaod »., 67, 68, 17S ; a volume of " I«tlers in Gov. 
SlHyvesanl'a lime," in the Secretary of State's office, Albauy, oontaina " sev- 
eral ordera agreed upon by the inhabitants of Graveaende act several times," 
tioni which it appears that the first patentees of that town held a meeting about 
this lime att Araoraforte, at which they determined lo fence in a certain quan- 
titie of land lo coatajne 8 and SO shares. The said 8 and SO shares were divided 
by lotl, and every one was enjoyned, on penalty of forfeitnre of the land, to 
build and inhabit in the towne by a day agreed uppon, for the mutual strength- 
ening of one another, " for the peace with the Indians being new and rawe, 
their was still feares of theyr vprising to warre." 
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Indians, which having been deemed valuable, a party were '^"[j^- 
sent out to explore the locality, and Kieft expressed the reso- -^^ 
lution to build a fort in the neighborhood, to secure the treasure, 
should the mines prove advantageous. "A few samples of a cer- 
tain mineral which yielded"(what was represented to be) "gold 
and quicksilver," was the result of this exploring expedition ; 
and so sanguine now became the Director-general of realizing 
a rich harvest in this new field, that an officer and thirty men 
were dispatched to continue the search, with orders to send as Oof. 12. 
large a quantity as possible of the minerals to Fort Amster- 
dam. Samples of the whole were sent to Holland by way of 
New Haven. The vessel sailed at Christmas or New Year's, Deo. 
but the treasure never reached its destination. The ship 
foundered at sea. Arent Corssen, Kieft's messenger, was 
drowned, and " misfortune attended all on board." This ac- 
cident did not, however, discourage the Dutch authorities. 
The directors at Amsterdam promised to send out a properly 
qualified person to examine and report on the iron mine dis- 
covered at Staten Island and near the Raritan, for they still 
entertained the hope that the prosecution of the search would 
prove of advantage to the company.' 

But while these authorities were thus engaged, circum- 
stances had unexpectedly occurred in other portions of the 
company's possessions, which influenced considerably future 
arrangements regarding New Netherland. 

Petrus Stuyvesakt, Director of Cura^oa, determined, in 1644. 
the beginning of 1644, to make an attack on the island of St. 
Martin, then in the possession of the Portuguese, with a view 
to reduce that place. He accordingly laid siege to the capi- 
tal, which he continued closely to invest for the space of 
twenty-eight days. But he was eventually obliged to abandon April 4. 
his object, succor having been thrown into the town by the en- 
emy. In the course of these operations, he happened to re- 
ceive a severe wound in the knee, which obliged him to return 
tiie following autumn to Holland, to obtain surgical aid, the Sept. 
hot climate of Cura^oa having been found unfavorable to the 
recovery of his health. He embarked accordingly in the 

' Van der Donclt's Descripl- of N. N. Hoi, Doc. ii., 362, 363 ; Alb. Rec. iL, 
2(12, 312, 3ie, 323 ; xiL., 397. MagiialiK. li. i. c. ti 
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BOOK Milkmaid, but a violent storm overtook the vessel in the Brit 
^~ ish Channel. The supply of fresh water was then found to be 
reduced to about two hogsheads for aixty-one persons, the 
number on board at the time, many of whom were laboring 
under scurvy. The vessel was therefore forced to put into the 
first harbor in Ireland, whence Stuyvesant passed over in 
safety to Holland, His health was so far improved in the 
course of the next summer, that the company concluded to ap- 
point him, instead of Mr. Van Dinclage, Director-general of 
New Netherland, the expenaes of which government, as well 
as of Stuyvesant's outfit, the Assembly of the XIX. had now 

July 6. agreed to divide, in common, among all the Chambers, instead 
of confining it to that of Amsterdam, which last department, 
however, charged itself to equip two vessels to convey the new 
Director-general and his suite to [he Manhattans. 
SepL General Stuyvesant submitted, some time after, to the As- 
^" sembly of the XIX., then in session at Middleburg, a memorial 
containing various suggestions for the better management of 
the company's interests in their transatlantic territories. This, 
together with the instructions drawn up, in conformity with the 
suggestions contained in the report already referred to, for the 
guidance of the Director-general, and for the future govern- 
ment of New Netherland, was submitted to a special com- 
mittee, which, after a laborious and protracted sitting, reported 

Oct, 12. resolutions that revolutionized, in a manner, the whole trade 
of the colony. 

From the first incorporation of the West India Company to 
the commencement of Kieft's administration, this trade, both 
internally with the Indians, and externally with the mother 
country, was a close monopoly, exclusively carried on by the 
company and its servants. A change took place in 1639, 
when a modification was introduced so far as to open the in- 
ternal trade to all subjects of the States General, and of foreign 
powers at peace with the Dutch Republic. The carrying 
trade between Holland and America was still retained by Uie 
West India Company, or pennilted only to vessels belonging 
to Patroons or other privileged persons. It was now deter- 

Oot. 14. mined to throw this open to the ships of private merchants, and 
to permit these, in future, to carry merchandise and other freight 
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to New Netherland and the other Dutch American colonies, chap. 
under certain regulations. The principal object of these seems —■ -*' 
to have been the concentration of all colonial commerce at 
New Amsterdam, for it was ruled that all merchandise sent to 
New Netherland, or to countries there adjoining, should first 
of all be conveyed to the above port, before being carried else- 
where, in order that the ships' papers should be there exam- 
ined and registered, the vessels visited, and all contraband trade 
prevented. All return cargoes were likewise to be brought 
to the Manhattans, from whence the homeward-bound vessels 
were to clear, giving notice, at the time, of the port in Holland 
to which they were destined, and binding themselves to pay 
the duties on their return cargoes into that chamber from which 
they originally received a permit or license to make the voy- 
age; they were not to break bulk, from the time they should 
leave New Amsterdam until their arrival at their port of des- 
tination in Fatherland, to which they were to proceed in as di- 
rect a course as possible, without touching at any other place, 
on pain of forfeiting ship and cargo. It was further determin- 
ed to place Cura9oa, Aruba, and the other adjoining islajids 
under the superintendence of the Director-general of New 
Netherland, and to reduce the company's establishment at the 
first-named place to a Vice-director and one hundred and fif- 
teen persons. The committee stated, at the same time, that 
it would be much more advantageous to the company to aban- 
don that island altogether, if such could possibly be done, with 
the consent of the States General. 

Difference of opinion now ensued among the directors. 
Eventually, the arrangements agreed upon in July were re- 
considered. Some of the chambers objected to pay their share 
of the expenses attendant on the change of management, and 
the consequence was, the department of Amsterdam retained, 
illegally and contrary to the wishes of the other chambers, (as it 
was alleged,) the exclusive administration of the affairs of New 
Netherland, General Stuyvesant's departure was indefinitely 
postponed, and the colony continued for over twelve months 
more under the mismanagement of Willem Kieft.' 

■ Hoi. Doc. Qi., 33. 40, 42, 46, 58,59.60,61,62,63; v., 1S4; riii., 153; 
Alb. Rec. viii,, 39, 40 ; xii., 45, 46, 47, 48, 63, 70. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Fruits of faction— Quarrel between the ReT. Mr. Bc^rdus and Director Kteft 
— Progress of a^irs at the South EiTer— SufFeringa of the iirat Swedish eol- 
oniata — Keaolve to abandon the river and to remove to Maiibaltaiie — Are 
prevented bj th ppo tun ainval of additional aupplie d (tl re — B u d- 
ariesof Newbw d n — R j al appropriations for ita aupp rt — P I pp nt d 
governor— H 1 rj— St ngtl of the Swediah eatablish t n Ih D la- 
ware— Its Bunu 1 pen e— Dutch force at Fort Nasa — In-t u t db t« 
Printz — Sw dish f rte tl South Eiver — Swed Ih Indian 

trade — Loss a u ng to th Dutch in consequence — S u f a Sw dish 
vessel in H Hand— Froe d aga attendant thereupon — H dd pp t d m- 
misaary at Fort Nassau— Some Dutch merchants send a venture to the 
South River— Their veasels ordered ofFby the Swedes— Several Dutch freemen 
receive grants of land on the Delaware — Measures taken to extingaish In- 
dian titles — Company's arma erected on the spot— Awedea tear them down, 
and protest against the Dutch, who reply— High-hduded measurea of the 
Swedish governor — The Dutch traders appeal to New Amsterdam — Renewal 
of the controversy between Kiett and New Haven— Continued mianndor- 
standing on the Connecticut — Correspondence with the commisffloners of the 
United Colonies — The Director-general refers the matters to Holland — In- 
stniotioiis from the West India Company — Patents for new colonies at 
Kattskill and Yonckera — Breukelen obtainB manorial rights and municipal 

BOOK The spirit of faction, which the war engendered, had, 
■*v^ among other bad consequences, the effect of destroying the 
harmony and good understanding which had previously existed 
among the small number of citizens who resided in New Am- 
sterdam. The Rev. Everardus Bogardus had, from the be- 
ginning, been suspected of siding with the commonalty and 
their representatives, in their differences with the Director- 
genera!. A rupture between the latter and the minister was 
the result, which eventuated now in a public quarrel, to the 
great scandal and affliction of the staid and religious portion 
of the community. 

The habits of the Rev. Mr. Bogardus had been, unfortu- 
nately, far from temperate ; his passions were consequently 
violent, and oftentimes his language coarse and unbridled. 
He had already had a personal quarrel with Director Van 
Twiller, towards whom he had behaved in an indecorous man- 
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ner, attacking him even from the pulpit, which he is accused chap. 
of having ascended in a slate of inebriety. — '^ 

Director Kieft, as much, perhaps, to vent an old spleen 
as to check this disorderly conduct, had already taken Bogar- 
dus to task, at the house of the attorney-general, in the early 
part of the past year, for having gone into the pulpit " drunk." 
He took occasion, also, to accuse him of uniting with ihe 
greatest criminals in the country ; of taking their part ; of 
defending them ; of embracing the cause of Maryn Adriaen- 
scn, who had attempted to assassinate the Director-genera!, 
and of writing in favor of malecontents. The minister ill- 
brooked this reprimand. He attacked Kieft on the following 
Sabbath from the pulpit " in the most brutal manner," " What," 
he asked, " are the great men of the country but receptacles 
of wrath — fountains of wo and trouble ? Nothing is thought 
of but to plunder other people's property — to dismiss — to 
banish — to transport to Holland." These hard hits at Kieft's 
public acts told. " To avoid giving greater scandal, the Direc- 
tor-general no longer assisted in the congregation." But his 
absence from church did not save him. At weddings, at 
christenings, in church and out of church, Bogardus spared 
him not. In vain Kieft admonished him by letter. Bogardus 
refused to receive his letters, and persisted in his attacks. 
" When you preached on the 22d of last December," writes 
the Director-general to him, "you publicly stated that you 
had often administered the Lord's Supper without partaking 
of it, and that you wished those who were the cause of this 
separation were cut off, for when the customary house-visiting 
is performed, they cannot give reasons for their continued ab- 
sence. Your bad tongue is, in our opinion, the only cause, 
and your obstinacy that of its continuance, with those who 
encourage you to proceed in that road. On the 24th Decem- 
ber, you informed your congregation liow in Africa, ' owing to 
the intense heat, different animals copulate there together, by 
which various monsters are generated. But you knew not,' 
you added, ' from whence, in such temperate climates as ours, 
such monsters of men are produced. They are the mighty 
ones,' you said, 'but it was desirable that they were weak.' 
Children might tell to whom you here alluded. Similar ser- 
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BOOK inons, in which you have frequently indulged, have occasioned 
-^~ our absence from church." 

Having thus, and in a number of other articles, enumerated 
the various misdeeds which he charged against the minister 
Director Kieft thus concluded his " New Year's offering :" 

Jan. 2. " Inasmuch as your duty and oath imperiously demand the 
maintenance of the magistracy ; and whereas your conduct 
stirs the people to mutiny and rebellion, when they are already 
too much divided — causes schisms and abuses in the church 
and makes us a scorn and a laughing-stock to our neighbors, 
all which caJinot be tolerated in a country where justice is 
maintained, therefore our sacred duty imperiously requires of 
ua to prosecute you in a court of justice, and we have accord- 
ingly ordered a copy of these, our deliberations, to be dehver- 
ed to you, to answer in fourteen days." 

A controTersy, opened by a bill of indictment, could not 
well be passed unnoticed. Bogardus, who had hitherto re- 
turned Kieft's missals unopened, was now forced to reply ; 

Jan. 3. but his answers were declared useless and absurd ; filled with 
Jim. idle subterfuge, calumnies, and injuries ; a profanation of 
God's holy word, to vilify justice and the magistrate, and he 
was ordered to send in a more explicit answer. But finding 
that his answers were already considered unsatisfactory and 
" insolent," Bogardus, after repeated replies, wisely declined 
proceeding any further in " a deep discussion of this affair ;" 

March and Kieft found himself embarrassed in a prosecution in which 
' the charges were matter rather for investigation by the church, 
than by the state. In order to obviate all pretext of slander, 
he now invested the Rev. Mr, Megapolensis and the Rev. 
Mr. Doughty, both ministers of the Gospel, and two or three 
other impartial persons, with power to decide the matter in 
issue, provided Bogardus consented, previously, to abide by 
their judgment, (which the Director-general, on his part, prom- 
ised to do,) and not to oilend the latter, directly or indirectly, 
in public or in private. This proposal Bogardus rejected, and 
April appealed to the new Director and council, whose appointment, 
it seems, had already become known in the colony. Kieft, 
however, would not allow of this appeal, as it was not certain 
when the new Director should arrive, and ordered the prose- 
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cution to proceed, " to put a stop to the scandal and disorder chap. 
which were prevailing more and more." But friends interfered -■--" 
in the mean time. The Director-general made a last appeal 
to the minister to be reconciled, and requested him to permit 
the Rev. Mr. Megapolensia to preach in the church on the 
following Sabbath, " as was his usual custom when in New 
Amsterdam," so that Kieft might hear him, Tliis request 
was granted, and the quarrel terminated, like all such misun- 
derstandings, to the apparent satisfaction of all the parties 
concerned, and seemingly for want of food to nourish it.' 

The interests of the Dutch on the South River had, aU this 
time, been subjected to serious damage at the hands of the 
Swedes. Though the West India Company had obtained 
complete control of the mouth of the Delaware, by the pur- 
chase, from the Patroons and their associates, in the year 
1635, of the colonie of Zwanendal, for the sum of fifteen 
thousand sis hundred guilders, or $6240,* the Swedish settlers 
continued undisturbed in their possessions in that quarter, ever 
since Kieft had protested against Minuit, and had managed, 
by underselling the Dutch with the Indians, to export no less 
than thirty thousand skins in the course of the year succeed- 1639. 
ing their first arrival in that country. 

This competition, however, proved vi'ell nigh the ruin of 
that infant colony. For, having received no support either 
from the Swedish government or the Swedish West India 
Company, the first emigrants were so reduced that they found 
themselves, in the course of tlie second spring, necessitated 1640. 
to choose one of two alternatives ; to remain and perish, or to 
abandon their settlement. Like prudent men, they made the 
latter clioice, and resolved to move in a body to the Manhat- 
tans, the authorities at that place having given them every as- 
surance of the most hospitable reception and entertainment. 
But just on the eve of their departure, a Swedish ship hove 
in sight, having on hoard Peter Holland, or Hollandaer, as Sept. 
deputy-governor, together with a considerable number of set- 
Alb. Sec. ii., 334, 336, 338, 340. 343, 343, 346, 347. 

* For a translation of the deed passed between the Company and the P«. 
tnona of Zwanendal on this eccauon, and other papers, see Appondix S. 
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BOOK tiers, and a fresh supply of goods. The Swedes, much to 

■—■-»' the chagrin of Director Kieft, now abandoned all idea of leav- 
ing the South River, and purchased, it is said, from the Indi- 
ans an additional quantity of land, extending as far as " a can- 
non bullet shot" from Fort Christina, " over against Mekaquats- 
hoe, eight miles above the present town of Burlington." 
They shortly after added also, by purchase, all the land from 
the above fort to Duck Creek, where they erected, in token of 
sovereignty, " the arms of the crown of Sweedland." Mounce 
Kling, who had acted as deputy to Peter Minuit, followed 
with two vessels, some time afterwards, and purchased Up- 
land, Tinnecum, and several other places, and from this time 
may be dated the permanent colonization of New Sweden.' 

164] . The limits of that province, as claimed by its government, 
extended " from the borders of the Sea to Cape Henlopen 
in returning southwest towards Godyn's Bay; thence to- 
wards the Great South River, as far as the Minquaasldl, 
where Fort Christina is constructed ; and thence again to- 
wards South River, and the whole to a place which the sav- 
ages call Sankikan," now Trenton Falls. This district was 
about thirty German miles in length. In width, " as much of 
the country as they chose to lake." 

The Swedish authorities were not as indisposed as we might, 
a priori, be led to infer, to the settlement of natives of Holland 
within their jurisdiction. Mr. Henry Hochhammer obtained, 

Jan.24. in the early part of this year, a charter for the planting a colo- 
^' nie on the east side of the Delaware, four or five miles distant 
from Fort Christina, the provisions of which were, in most re- 
spects, similar to that granted to Patroons in New Netherland. 
Jan, Joost de Bogaerdt was commissioned by Queen Christina com- 
mander of this colonic, with a yearly salary of five hundred 
florins, or two hundred dollars, payable to his banker by the 
Swedish resident at the Hague. For the more efficient sup- 

' Estracten uyt versheyde miBsiven geachreven door Wm. Kieft ; MS cer- 
tifioale and dapoaition of certain ancient Swedes living on the west side of the 
Delaware, 25th June, 1684. The said " ancient Swedes" deelaied, in another 
deposition dated 11th January, 1683, that " the first of theii nation that came 
and planted in this river and the cieeka thereunto belonging, did find the Dutch 
poteesaed of said river." 
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port of the province of New Sweden generally, Her Majesty chap. 
appropriated two millions, six hundred and nineteen dollars, to -—~^ 
be collected annually from the excise on tobacco, and the fines 
imposed on those importing that weed into the kingdom with- 
out license, and, in the summer of 1642, appointed John Au^. 
Printz, (a heutenant-colonel of cavalry in her service,) as o. S. 
governor of New Sweden for three years, at a yearly allow- 
ance of twelve hundred silver dollars, placing at the same 
time at his disposal, a force sufficient to support the rights of 
her crown on the South River.' 

Governor Printz arrived in the Delaware in the fall of this 
year, accompanied by two vessels, the Swan and the Fame, 
and a number of settlers. He was instructed to observe a 
friendly demeanor towards the Dutch at Fort Nassau, "now 
occupied by about twenty men ;" to explain to them the inten- 
tions of the crown of Sweden in planting the South River, and 
if the Dutch would respect the title of the latter, then to leave 
tliem undisturbed in their possessions at Fort Nassau, and at 
New Amsterdam, on the North River. But, on the contrary, 
should any hostile disposition be evinced, then force should be 
employed to repel it. He was likewise directed to claim that 
part of the east coast from Cape Mcy to the Narraticon, or 
Raccoon Creek, (a few miles below the present city of Phila- 
delphia,) including Hog Creek, where sixty English settlers 
had commenced a plantation, but to respect the Dutch colonic 
under the command of Do Bogaerdt,and the privileges conceded 
to them, obhging these, however, should he think proper, to 
remove their settlement to a greater distance from Fort Chris- 
tina, as they were but three German or twenty English miles 
fiom that post. In his trade with the natives he was to treat 
them " with much humanity and kindness," and " see that 

'Appropriation for the government of New Sweden, anno 1643. 1 Gover- 
nor, eOO Rix doUara ; 1 Lieu. Governor, 199 ditto ; 1 Sergeant Major, 120 dil- 
to ; J corporal, 73 ditto ; I ganaer, 96 ditto ; 1 trumpeter, 72 ditto ; 1 drum- 
mer, 60 ditto ; 34 soldieis, 1,153 ditto ; 1 payniaster, 120 ditto ; 1 Bscretary, 
96 ditto ; 1 barber, 130 ditto ; 1 provost, 72 ditto ; and one man, 48 ditto ; be- 
ing an BDnnal total of 3,030 Rji dollars. Beaucliamp Plantsgenet, in his De- 
BCilpliau of New Albion, and Acreliua, in his Hiet. of New Sweden, allude to 
the above named Bogaerdt. In the translation of the latter work in the New 
Series of N.Y, Hist. Sac. Trans, p. 411, the name, however, la misspelled. 
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BOOK neither violence nor injustice be done theRi." On the contrary, 
' e was to take care that they be instructed in the Christian re- 
" hgion, and furnished with whatever they required " at lower 
prices than those they received from the Dutch or the English 
their neighbors, so that they may by this means be disengaged 
from these people, and accustomed more" to the Swedes. He 
was particularly enjoined to turn his attention to the culture of 
tobacco ; to inquire if sUk-worms and silk could be raised there ; 
to encourage the propagation of flocks of sheep and cattle, so 
that " a considerable portion of good wool may be sent here," 
and for the better securing of the trade in furs, to establish com 
jnissaries, and take especial care " that no person whomsoevei 
be permitted to trade in peltries with the Indians, but that this 
be done in the name and on the account of the Swedish Com- 
pany, by the agents appointed for that purpose." The culture 
of the vine, the manufacture of salt, by evaporation, were also 
enjoined, as well as the exploration of the mineral wealth of 
the country. " A good quantity of oak and nut wood" was to 
be sent to Sweden as ballast, as " we must also try if the nuts 
by pressure may not furnish oil." The fisheries were also to 
be attended to, the country cultivated, and the colony governed 
" according to the laws, customs, and usages of Sweden," pun- 
ishing by death or otherwise all offenders, " but not otherwise 
than according to the ordinances and legal forms, and after 
having sufficiently considered and examined the affair with the 
most noted persons, such as the most prudent assessors of jus- 
tice that he can find and consult in the country." Before all, 
he was enjoined to " labor and watch that he render in all things 
to Almighty God the true worship which is his due, the glory, 
the praise, and the homage which belong to him, and to take 
good measures that the Divine service is performed according 
to the true confession of Augsburg, the Council of Upsal, and 
the ceremonies of the Swedish church, having care that all 
men, and especially the youth, be well instructed in all the 
parts of Christianity, and that a good ecclesiastical discipline 
be observed and maintained." The Dutch colonic estabhshed 
within her majesty's limits must not, however, be disturbed in 
the rights guarantied to it in religious matters.' 

> Hazard's Repsler of Fenn. iv., 177, 178, 200, 319, 320, 321, 314, 373 
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Immediately on the arrival of this Swedish governor, he es- chap. 
labhshed his residence at Tinnicum, or New Gottenburg, situ- -^~- 
ate some ten or twelve miles below Philadelphia, where he 
erected a pretty strong fort, by laying heavy hemlock logs the 
one on the other. To secure still more effectually the country 
and its trade, he built at Hog or Salem Creek, on the east bank 
of the river Delaware, near its month, a fort, which he called 
Elsinburg, or Elsborg, and which he garrisoned with a lieu- 
tenant and twelve men, and strengthened with six or eight 
twelve-pounders. By means of this fort, he effectually secured 
the mouth of the river ; and all vessels, no matter of what na- 
tion, entering the Delaware, were obliged to lower their colors 
and bring to here, to be visited until they obtained from Tin- 
nicum Printz's permit to proceed. 

Fort Christina, which Minuit had erected in 1 638, and which 
was situate on the west side, about half a mile up the Minquaas 
Creek, commanded the passage to the country of the Min- 
quaas, It was the principal Swedish trading-post, and contain- 
ed a magazine well supplied with every description of mer- 
chandise. The avenue to the Indian country was still further 
secured by a third fort on an island at the mouth of the Schuyl- 
kill, right in front of fort Beversrede, erected by the Dutch in 
1633, and thus every valuable point was seized on and garri- 
soned, so that finally no access to the Minquaas was left open 
to the Dutch, The trade with the savages fell, consequently, 
altogether under the control of the Swedes, and the Delaware 
became of little or no value to their rivals, who maintained at 
Fort Nassau, on the east bank of that river, a miserable trad- 
ing-post, scantily supplied with goods or merchandise. 

The loss experienced by the Dutch in consequence of being 
thus, in a manner, driven from this valuable district, will be 
more correctly estimated by reference to the opinions of wri- 
ters on the spot. " We acknowledge freely," says Van der 
Donck, "that we are unable fully to describe the value 
and the advantages which this river possesses ; for in ad- 
dition to the navigation and trade, which are great, there 
are fourteen navigable rivers, creeks, and streams which fall 
into this river. Some of these are large, and beatable to a 
great distance, and may be well named rivers, as the ordi- 
47 
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BOOK nary tides flow several miles up the same, where the wa 

"^2^ ters meet and are fresh, and still remain wide and are tolerably 
■ deep. There arc also many streams, preseiiijng rich and ex 
tensive valleys, which afford good situations for villages and 
towns. The river itself is roomy, wide, clean, clear, deep, 
not foul nor stony, with good settings and anchorage. The 
tides are strong, and flow up near to the faUs. The land is 
fine and leveJ on both sides, not too high, but above floods and 
freshets, except some reed land and marshes. Above the falls 
the river divides into two large boatable streams, which run 
far inland to places unknown to us. There are several fine 
islands in this river, with many other delightful advantages 
and conditions, which are estimated by those who have exam- 
ined the river, and who have seen much of the world, not to 
be surpassed by any other river that is known, Equalhng in 
many respects the celebrated river of the Amazons, although 
not in greatness, yet in advantages with which this river and 
the neighboring land are favored, we would regret to lose such 
a jewel by the devices and hands of a few strangers," — mean- 
ing the Swedes. 

1644. The Dutch had, in truth, sufficient cause for such regret. 
In the active prosecution of the advantages they had secured, 
the Swedes freighted, this year, the Key of Calmar and the 
Fame with two valuable cargoes, consisting of 2,127 packages 
of beaver, and 70,431 lbs. of tobacco. In consequence, how- 
ever, of the breaking out of war between Denmark and Swe- 
den, and owing to stress of weather and other causes, these 
ships were obliged to put into Harlingen, a seaport in the 
province of Friesland, to revictual and repair. Immediately 
Oct. 6. on their arrival, the West India Company, claiming the 
sovereignty of the country in which the cargo was obtained, 
placed officers on board, and demanded, by virtue of their 
charter and of other privileges granted them by the States 
General, the payment of import duties on the cargoes, and 
eight per cent, additional accruing to them, as recognitions, 
on all goods pm'chased and brought to Holland from their 
transatlantic possessions. This demand gave rise to a lengthy 

Oct. and rather warm correspondence between the Swedish ambas- 
■ sador at the Hague and the States General, in which the for- 
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raer laid claim to the country around the South River, by right chap, 
of purchase, preoccupation, and lawful possession, and main- — ^ 
tained that no other power had any just pretension there. He 
protested, also, against the detention of these vessels belong- 
ing to the King his Master, on the ground that it was a viola- 
tion of existing treaties between both countries, which guar- 
antied to the ships of either power, freedom of commerce to 
the east and north seas; and qualified it as an unjustifiable 
piece of insolence, affecting in a serious degree the respect 
due to his Swedish Majesty, who never visited nor searched 
any of their High Mightinesses' ships touching at his ports, 
whether prizes or not, whatever were the goods or cargoes 
with which they were freighted ; and concluded by demand- 
ing the removal of the company's officers, and liiat no part of 
the ships' cargoes should be disposed of for payment of 
the recognitions, as he categorically refused to pay any such 
exaction. 

This representation had, eventually, such effect, that their 
High Mightinesses ordered the discharge of the cargoes, on 
payment simply of the customary import duties, but without 
the exaction of the eight per cent, recognitions by the West 
India Company.' 

The question of the right of sovereignty over the South 
River and the land thereabout was not discussed, and matters 
continued, in that quarter, in an unsettled and in quite an un- 
satisfactory position. 

The autliorities at Fort Amsterdam were not, however, dis- 164H. 
posed to sit quietly down and allow the valuable trade of that 
rich section of the country to be wrested entirely out of their 
hands, without making some effort to save, at least, a portion 
thereof. Jan Jansen van Ilpendam, the commissary in that 
quarter, had been found guilty of fraud, and manifested other- Feb. 
wise an unfitness for his situation, " having paid the Indians 
too high a price for furs." He was therefore removed, and 
Andreas Hudde was ordered to the South River, to superin- 
tend the company's commercial interests in that quarter. 

> Alb. Rec. xvU., 331 ; Acreliue, Hist. New Sweden ; Ho], Doc iL, 340, 341, 
343-345, 350-361 j iv., 1, 3, 13, 14, 15, 18, 
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BOOK Th f c onary had not been long at his new post, when 

yy^^ he beca ne e n\ oiled with the Swedish governor, who now, 
cla n g & p en e authority over the whole of that country, 
would not allow any Dutch merchants to trade, nor, indeed, 
any Dutch faimers to settle on or about thai river. 

A number of enterprising residents of New Amsterdam had 
dispatched a vessel to the Delaware, with a cargo to be ex- 
changed with the Indians for furs, com, and other barter. On 

June its arrival, Hudde ordered it to the Schuylifill, there to await 
the Minquaas, But Skipper Blanck, who commanded the 
sloop, had scarcely cast anchor, when he was ordered off by a 
Swedish officer. In vain did Hudde represent that the place 
had been always a rendezvous for traders ; in vain did he 
counsel discretion — inquire by what authority the company 
was forbidden to trade there ; and, iinally, plead the alhance 
which existed between their High Mightinesses the States 
General and the Swedish Crown. Printz peremptorily order- 
July 1. ed the skipper to quit the place, and threatened to c 
his ship and cargo if he disobeyed. As the Dutch c 
sary could not afford any protection in the premises, and as 
the Swedish commander manifested every disposition to exe- 
cute his threat. Skipper Blanck withdrew, and nothing was 

July left to Hudde but to report the matter to his superiors at 
Fort Amsterdam. 

Governor Printz manifested his jealousy of the Dutch in 
every possible way, and as he was instructed to preserve the 
monopoly of the Indian trade, which commerce was the great 
bone of contention in those days, he endeavored to instil tlie 
same feeling into the minds of the natives. To effect this pur- 
pose the more certainly, he spread a rumor among the Indians 
that the Dutch intended to build a fort near " the great falls" 
(of Trenton,) to be garrisoned by two hundred and fifty men ; 
that they would slaughter all the Indians on the lower part of 
the river, and, by means of the proposed post, prevent those 
above coming to the assistance of their brethren situated be- 
low. So effectually did he succeed in spreading alarm through- 
out the villages of the Indians, that the latter opposed every 
attempt which Hudde made to penetrate into the interior, when 
he attempted, in pursuance to orders received from the Direc- 
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tor-general, to proceed to the upper part of the country to ex- chap. 
plore that section for minerals. -"-■^^ 

It was in this state of things that Abraham Verplanck, Simon j^ ' 
Root, Jan Andriessen, and Pieter Harmanse, obtained a grant lO. 
of land on the west side of the South River, " lying almost over 
against the little island called 'Vogelsang* or singing bird 
(now Egg) island," for the purpose of making four plantations 
there, conditionally that the grant should be void if they did 
not settle on it within a year. Commissary Hudde received 
orders to extinguish by purchase the Indian title to the soil, Sept. 7. 
Hudde concluded the purchase, and erected, with the consent 
of the natives, and as was the custom on such occasions, the 
arms of the company, on the spot on which the Dutch freemen 
were making preparations to build. This proceeding excited 
fresh opposition on the part of the Swedes, They tore down Oct. 8. 
the company's ensign, declaring, at the same time, that they 
should have pulled down the colors of iheir High Mightinesses, 
had even these been raised on Swedish soil.' Governor Printz 
followed up this aggression by this emphatic protest :— 

"Andreas Hudde! I remind you again, by this written Oct. la 
warning, to discontinue the injuries of which you have been 
guilty against the Royal Majesty of Sweden, my most gracious 
Queen ; against Her Royal Majesty's rights, pretensions, soil, 
and land, without showing the least respect to Her Royal 

' In corroboration of the above insult ofiered to the Dntchflag, we meet with 
the following paeBago in Van der Doiiok :— " The anna of their High MJghlJ- 
neeeea were erected orer Machchachanaio, among the Sankikans, by order of 
Dbector Kieft, in token that the river, with all tlie adjoining country, and sur- 
ronnding lands and soil, remained under the power and poasesHon of their High 
MightineeseB. But what fmil did this bear, saye lasting teproacli to the coun- 
try and lessening of respect? Far the Swedes, with an insolence intolerable, 
tore them down ; and new that they are allowed to remain bo, it is considered, 
especially by their governor, to have been a Roman achievemeQl. It is very 
true that several protests have been made as well against this, as against other 
occurrencea, but they have had as much effect as the flight of a crow overhead. 
And it is supposed that if this governor had a sapply of men, we should have as 
much trouble with bun as we have had with the English, or any of their gov- 
ernors. This, in fine, is what appertains to the Swedes, about whom the com- 
pany's officers can make pertinent declaration, for we furtlier refer to all the 
papers, documents, and journals which remain in their hands." Vertoogh van 
N.N. 
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BOOK Majesty's magnificence, reputation, and dignity ; and to do so 
ifi^ no more, considering how little it would be becoming Her 
' Royal Majesty to bear such gross violence, and what great 
disasters might originate from it; yea, might be expected. 
Secondly, with what reluctance, as I think, your nation, or 
your masters would, for such a trifle, come into collision with 
Her Royal Majesty, as you have no shadow of right for this 
your gross conduct ; particularly, for your secret and unlawful 
purchase of land from the savages, by which you evidently 
betrayed your conviction of the justice, equity, and antiquity 
of your pretended claims, of which you so loudly boasted, and 
which, by this purchase, have been brought to iight ; showing 
clearly that you had no shadow of right to that place, of which 
you have taken possession, no more than to others on this river 
which you now claim, in which, however, you were never mo- 
lested by her Royal Majesty or her plenipotentiaries. Ail this 
I can freely bring forward in my own defence, to exculpate 
me from all future calamities, of which we give you a warn- 
ing, and place it at your account. Dated New Gothenburg, 
30th Sept. stil. veteri. 1646." 

Printz followed up his protest, hy forbidding the Swedes 
to transact any business with the Dutch. Hudde, on Uie other 
Oct22.hand, disclaimed all intention of encroaching on the rights of 
the Swedes, or to act in an unjust and clandestine manner. 
" The place we possess we hold in just deed," he replied, 
" perhaps before the name of the South River was heard of in 
Sweden." He complained of the insolent and hostile manner 
with which the arms of the company had been torn down, and 
of the insulting declaration that, had they been the colors of 
the Prince of Orange, they should have been trampled under 
foot. He warned Printz that these proceedings would event- 
ually cause great calamities ; protested his innocence of all 
disasters that might follow, and concluded by impressing on 
his attention that, as Christians, they should not, by their dis- 
agreements, render themselves a stumbling-block or laughing- 
stock to the savage heathens. 

This paper obtained a very cavalier reception from the 
Swedish commander. He flung it on the ground, ordering one 
of his attendants to take charge of it, and when Hudde's mes- 
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senger requested an answer to the letter of which he had been ™J^- 
the bearer, Printz {whom De Vries describes as a man who -^~ 
weighed upwards of four hundred pounds, and drani three 
drinks at every meal) threw the Dutchman out of doore, and 
having taken a gun from the wall, threatened to shoot him, 
which, however, was fortunately prevented by the timely in- 
terference of the bystanders. 

In this wise was the general behavior of tJie Swedes towards 
the Dutch on the South River at this period. Whenever any 
of the latter visited Printz's head-quarters, they were sure to 
be abused in an unwarrantable manner, and frequently returned 
"bloody and bruised." Commissary Hudde urged, in vain, 
rights acquired by prior possession. The Swedish Governor 
answered him with a profane jeer: — "The devil was the 
oldest possessor in heli, yet he, notwithstanding, would some- 
times admit a younger one," — with other language equally 
coarse, expressing, at the same time, the greatest contempt for 
the States General, as well as for the commissions issued by 
the company, under the authority derived from their High 
Mightinesses. To such a pitch did this insolence proceed at 
last, that the Dutch traders who resorted to the Delaware, 
complained to the commissary in the strongest terms, and 
obliged him to forward to the Director-general and council 
at New Amsterdam, a remonstrance on their part against 
the annoyances to which they were subjected, together with 
their claims for the redress of the various grievances which 
they suffered.' 

In the mean time another controversy had sprung up with 
the people of New Haven, which diverted the attention of the 
Dutch, for the moment, from the encroachments of the 
Swedes. Some of the inhabitants of that colony had pur 
chased land from the Indians, between twenty and thirty 
(Dutch) miles up the country, towards the northwest, some 
twenty miles east of the North River, and about sixty miles 
from Fort Orange, and built a trading-house there.^ Director 

■ Alb. Eoc. iviL, 321, 332, et saq ; Hasard'a Reg. iv., 119 ; Aoreliue, New- 
Sweden. 

' Van der Donck, in allueion to this post, has the following statement : — 
" The Engli»]i of New Haven have a trading;-post on the east or southeaEt side 
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c Kieft, who was jcaloua of every movement of his English 
; neighbors, wrote in strong terms to Governor Eaton, claim- 
g'ing this place as a part of New Netherland, and protesting 
against such a settlement. He accused the New Haven peo- 
ple with entertaining an insatiable desire to possess that which 
belonged to the Dutch ; with having, contrary to his protests, 
against the law of nations, and in contravention of ancient 
leagues between the kings of England and the States General, 
indirectly entered the limits of New Netherland, and usurped 
divers places therein. And, he continued, " because you and 
yours have of late determined to fasten your foot near the 
Mauritius River, in this province, and there not only to distmb 
our trade, of no man hitherto questioned, and to draw it to 
yourselves, but utterly to destroy it, we are compelled again 
to protest ; and by these presents do protest against you, as 
against public breakers of the peace and disturbers of the pub- 
lic quiet." He concluded by threatening that if the New Ha- 
ven people did not restore the places they had usurped, and 
repair the losses which the Dutch had experienced, the latter 
would manfully recover them by such means as God should 
afford, holding the English responsible for all the evils that 
might ensue. 

To this letter Governor Eaton replied by the return of 
Lieut, Baxter, Kieft's messenger. He utterly disclaimed all 
knowledge of such a river as tlie Mauritius, and denied having, 
at any time, formerly or latterly, entered upon any place to 
which the Dutch had any known title, or, in any other re- 
spect, injured them. He admitted that they had recently built 
a small house within their own limits on " Paugussett 
River,* which falls into the sea in the midst of the English 
plantations, many miles, nay, leagues, from the Manhattoes, 

of MagdalsQ Island, not more than hx (Dutch) miles from the North Eiier ; 
for this island hes towards the upper part of the Norlh River, twenty-lhree 
(Dutch) miles and a hitlf higher up than Fort Amsterdam, on the east bank. 
It la erected with no other view than to encroach on the whole trade of the 
North River, or to destroy it altogether, for it is now free for all to resort to." 
Magdalen Island is on the east side of the Hudson's Riverj a little below Red- 
hook, upper landing, Dutchess county. 

■ The ancient Indian name of Derby, Conn., and of the river Naogattuck, 
which empties into the Housalonlc. Am. Hist. Mag. i, 203, note. 
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from the Dutch trading-house, or from any port on Hudson's citap. 
SJver," but that they had not built, even there, until they had "^ 
first purchased a title from the true proprietors. Governor Ea- 
ton next alluded to the injuries and outrages which the people of 
New Haven had received, both at the Manhattans and on the 
Delaware, at the hands of the Dutch ; he declared that, not- 
withstanding all these uijuries and the very unsatisfactory an- 
swers Kieft had hitherto given to their various complaints, the 
New Haven colony had, as he conceived, done nothing repug- 
nant to the law of God, the law of nations, nor to the ancient 
confederation and friendship between their superiors at home ; 
and concluded by assuring the Director, that he was ready to 
refer all differences between his people and the Dutch, for due 
examination and adjudication, to any authorities, either in this 
country or in Europe, feeling satisfied that his majesty. King 
Charles, and the English parliament, then assembled, would 
maintain their own rights against all unjust encroachments, and 
that even Kieft's superiors would, on due and mature consid- 
eration, approve the righteousness of the course pursued by 
the New Haven people. 

The commissioners of the New England colonies met at 
New Haven shortly after this, when the above correspondence Sept. 9. 
was duly laid before them. The people of Hartford embraced 
the occasion of bringing forward, at the same time, several 
accusations against the Dutch, who had " now grown to an 
insufferable boldness" on the Connecticut, where they still 
maintained a distinct establishment and an independent gov- 
ernment at Fort Good Hope ; while the Hartford colony, on 
the other hand, claimed obedience to its laws from the inhab- 
itants of that post, which, they averred, was established with- 
in English territory. The Dutch were likewise charged 
with having inveigled an Indian slave, who, having become 
liable to public punishment, had fled from her master to the 
Dutch fort, where she was protected, notwithstanding she had 
been demanded by her master as his servant, and by the ma- 
gistrates as a criminal. It was insinuated that she was retained 
for purposes of wantonness, and as " such a servant was part 
of her master's estate, and a more considerable part than a 
beast," they insisted that she be restored, for their children 
48 
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BOOK would not long be secure if this were suffered. With this 
' conviction, the Hartford authorities had e 



David Provost, the Dutch commissary, had, however, resisted 
tlie guard, drew his rapier against them, and broke it on their 
arms ; after which he withdrew into the fort, where he de- 
fended himself, successfully, against these invaders, of what 
he considered, his just jurisdiction. 

These complaints having been duly heard, the commission- 

Sopt, g^ considered it their duty to address Director Kieft concern- 
ing them, which they did at some length, expressing, at the 
same time, their great desire to examine carefully into the 
various differences so long existing between their confederates 
and the Dutch, in order that peace may be preserved. They 
reminded him that the governor of Massachusetts had written 
to him, some three years before, regarding the difficulties on 
the Fresh River, to all which he had returned an ignoramus, 
with an offensive addition which would be left to his better 
consideration. They next recapitulated the recent occurren- 
ces at Fort Hope, and declared that if the commissary had 
been slain in the proud affront which he had given, his blood 
would have been on his own head. Governor Eaton's an- 
swer to Kieft's protest they considered fair and just, and then 
expressed a hope that it would give satisfaction, and that they 
should receive such a reply to their own dispatch, by the re- 
turn of their special messenger, as would testify to them his 
agreement with them " to embrace and pursue righteousness 
and peace." 

In the course of the following week, the messenger return- 
ed with the answer of the Director-genera! and council, " To 
the most noble and worthy Commissioners of the Federated 
Enghsh met together at the Red Mounte, or New Haven, in 
New Netherland," couched in strong and indignant terms. 

Sept The inhabitants of Hartford, they asserted, had deceived the 
^" commissioners with false accusations, as could easily be prov- 
ed, as well by English as by Dutch testimony, and other au- 
thentic documents, if it were proper now to do so. A few 
particulars out of such a mass would, however, suffice, " as by 
the claw they may judge of the talons of the lion." 
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The Director-general then proceeded to rebut the several •'^j^,^- 
charges contained in the commissioners' letter. He maintain- -t^ 
ed that the shedding the blood of the Dutch, of which the 
inliabitants of Hartford had been guilty, and the selhng the 
company's cattle, proved sufficiently the equity of tlieir pro- 
ceedings. " And therefore your prejudgment, supported by 
this oath, Credo coxtius, as if you would say, Amen, Amen, 
seems wonderful to us, and contrary to the modesty requisite 
in such an assembly, which should always keep one ear for 
the other party." He denied that the woman who had been 
detained at Fort Hope was a slave. " She was neither taken 
in war, nor bought with a price." She was placed with the 
Director-general by her parents, to be educated. Notwith- 
standing all tills, he promised that she should not be wrong- 
fully detained ; but whether her master should be indemnified, 
or she restored, he insisted that she should be baptized be- 
fore she be allowed to marry. As for the attack of the 
Dutch commissary on tlie watch at Hartford, he considered 
that as watches were for the defence of towns against ene- 
mies, and not for the purpose of preventing friends returning 
to their own houses, the most prudent policy would be, to 
commit such a trust to men of experience, and not to ignorant 
boys, who, when they once find arms placed in their hands, 
think they may also lawfully cry out ; — ctiam nos poma nala- 
mus. "Certainly," continues the Director-general, "when 
we hear the inhabitants of Hartford complaining of us, we 
seem to hear jEsop's wolf complaining of the lamb, or the 
admonition of the young man who cried out to his mother, 
chiding one of her neighbors, ' Oh, mother, mother ! revile 
her, lest she first commence attacking you,' " As for the an- 
swer of those of New Haven, it was such, he said, as he ex- 
pected. "The eagle always despiselh the bectle-fiy." He 
continued, notwithstanding, determined undauntedly to pursue 
his own right " by just arms and righteous means," and wound 
up with these emphatic words : 

" We protest against all you Commissioners met at the Red 
Mount, as against breakers of the common league, and also 
as infringers of the special rights of the Lords the States, our 
superiors, in that ye have dared, without express commission, 
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^OK to hold your general meeting within the limits of New Neth- 
; eriand." 

With this missile, the commissioners, as they well might, 
expressed themselves much dissatisfied. Director Kieft had, 
they insisted, left many of their charges untouched, while on 
others he was misinformed. The Indian girl, they maintain- 
ed, had been taken in war, and for her misconduct had been 
handed over to the civil authorities ; she had fled from these 
and taken refuge in the Dutch fort, where, as the Dutch com- 
missary had admitted, she was defiled. Such a practice, the 
commissioners add, " we would condemn in one of ours with 
any unmarried, much more with an unbaptized Indian, Wliat 
order you have taken that she be returned — what satisfaction 
you have given for this wrong, we hear not. We conceive 
watches are in all places set to prevent inconveniences and 
mischiefs which may be done by enemies, or disorderly per- 
sons, and II pi ly id comely answer is expect- 
ed. He tl d w d b k 1 rapier on a watch, neither 
attends hi d ty 1 f The commissioners nest re- 
fer to the p 1 11 , which Director Kieft had 
passedun d d p d h irdoubtsthathecould, either 
w p hat ihev had been deceived. 
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■ Mnnthrop'a N. Eng. iL, 363, S7B; Hazard's State Papeis, ii., 55, 56, et 
aeq. ; N. Y. Hist Sac. Trans, i., 169-199 ; TrumbuU'a Conn. L, 155, 156, 157, 
158 ; Alb. Eec xii., 398 
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per, and by an undignified style, the Director-general leaves ™ap. 
an impression on the mind, at this distance, unfavorabie to his "^ 
ability as a diplomatist, as well as to his capacity for filling the 
high and delicate position which he was then occupying. It 
cannot, at the same time, be denied that the EngUsh afforded 
provocation sufficient to chafe a temper less irritable than that 
of Director Kieft, who, to his other troubles, had now the ad- 
ditional misery of feehng that his government was overwhelm- 
ed witJi debts to a large amount, which it was out of his 
power to meet, and for the means to liquidate which, he should 
be obliged to draw on the company in Holland, who were al- 
ready too much dissatisfied with the manner in which he had 
administered the affairs of New Netherland, to honor any more 
of his drafts. 

He took, however, the earliest opportunity to communicate the Not. 
intelligence of the progress of the English encroachments at the 
northeast to the directors at Amsterdam, who contented them 
selves with instructing him to collect the most correct informa- 
tion, particularly as to the pretended right which the Indians 
had to sell to the English the soil situated within the Dutch 
limits in the direction of Fort Orange. He was further in- 
structed to prevent the erection by the former of any trading- 
post in that quarter, by all possible means short of such dan- 
gerous proceedings as might provoke a war, of which the 
directors seem to have already had more than enough ; to 
watch, in the mean time, the actions of his neighbors, who 
seemed now intent on appropriating to themselves the whole 
of the Dutch possessions In North America, and to oppose all 
further encroachments on their part.' 

The annals of this year are marked by two extensive 
grants on the North River, for the purpose of establishing ad- 
ditional colonies. Regardless of the claims of the Patroon 
of Rensselaerswyck, the rich and fertile lands of Katskill Aug. 
were patented to Cornells Antonissen van Slyck, of Breucke- 
len, in return for the eminent services he had rendered in 
bringing about a general peace, and in ransoming prisoners in 
the hands of the Indians, " which well-known services should 



dbyGoogle 



382 HISTORY OF 

BOOK of right be duly acknowledged ;"* and Adriaen van der Donck, 
yy^^ now disappointed in his attempt to plant a colonic in the neigh- 
' borhood of Rensselaerswyck, obtained, in consideration of the 
assistance he afforded in negotiating the treaty between the 
Director-general and the Mohawks, and in return for the ad- 
vances he then made to enable the government to purchase 
presents for those Indians, the tract of land called Nepper- 

' The following is a traiwlatjon of thk patent. " We, W^Iletn KkH, 
DirBctor'goneral, and couacil, on behulf of the High and Mighty Lords Slates 
General of the United Netherlands, Hie Highness of Orange, and the Noble 
Lords Directors of the Privileged West India Cfflnpany, residing in New 
Netherland : To all who shall EBe or hear thtae presenB read, Health. Where- 
as ComeiB Anlonissen, [Van Slyek,) of Breuckelen, hath appeared before Us, 
and with hza associates requested permlBsion to settle in free possession the land 
of KatskUl lying on the Riier Mauritius, there to plant with his associates a 
Colonic, which he hath promiBsd to do, according to the freedoma and exemp- 
tions of New Netherland : W^, therefore, considering the great service which 
the aforesaid Cornells Antonlssen hath conferred oti this country, as well in the 
making of peace as hi the ransoming of prisoners, and It beuig proper that such 
notorious services should not remain unacknowledged. We have, as Du'ector 
and Council, eoneeded and granted to the aforesaid Cornells Antonissen, the 
above-mentioned land of the KatsbQI, to plant there a Colonie, within the time 
therefor enacted, and in the order appmaled, or to be appointed, by the NoWe 
Lords MajotB. Wherefore We, in the quality aforesaid, deed and transport in 
a true, free, and perpetual possession, to the said Cornells Antonissen, the afore- 
said lands of the Eatskill, giving him full power, authority, and special com- 
mand, to enter on, cultivate, and make use of the snid lands in the same man- 
ner OS be should conclude to do with his other patrimonial estate, without our 
in any moaaer, in quality aforesaid, having, reserving, or retaining thereon any 
part, acbon, or authority in the least, but as regards the same, desisthig from 
bU henceforth and forever ; promising to maintain this transport firmly, nivio- 
lably, and irrevocably ; to perform and to fuhil every part thereof under the 
penalty of anawenng therefor according to law, without art or guile. Tbie is 
aubecribed, and with our Seat in red wax, fully and perfectly oon&rmed. Dooe in 
Fort Amsterdam, in New Netherland, this a2d of August, of the year of our 
Lord and Saviour one thousand sii hundred sis and forty. 

[Signed,] " WiLLEB Kieft. 

*' By order of the noble Director-general and council of N. N. 

" CORMELIS VAN TiENHOVEH, 

" Secretary." 
Book of Dutch Patents, GG 157, translation 363. The original of the above 
patent, on a small [Hece of parchment, and written in fine old Dutch text, is 
fimong the Rensselaerswyck MSS. in a high state of preservation. It is from 
this lost-mentioned document that the above translation was made, as I had 
jK>t discovered the record in the Secretary of state's office at the time. 
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haem, but now known as Yonkers. This valuable property chap. 
was situate on the east side of the Hudson River, about six- -«--*' 
teen miles above New Amsterdam. It was bounded on the 
north by the Saw-kill, which the Indians called Maccakassin, 
and ran south to Nepperhaem ; thence to the Shorakapkock 
kill and to Papirinimen Creek, called by the Dutch " Spuyten- 
duvvel," whence it stretched eastward to the river Bronx, 
The title of tliis colonie was " Colon Donck," and the propri- 
etor thereof was invested with all the rights and privileges 
contained in the charter of 1629.' 

The village of Breuckelen was also incorporated this year, 
in consequence, possibly, of the serious and urgent complaints 
made by the Eight Men in the fall of 1644. The inhabitants 
of that village were authorized to elect two schepens, or 
magistrates, with power to decide all cases within their juris- 
diction, according to their charter ; and to adjoin others to 
their number, should the duties of tlieir office become too 
onerous. Any persons obstinately opposing these were to be 
deprived of their share in the land around the village. These ^ov. 
privileges were subsequently further enlarged, on the repre- 
sentation of the schepens that they were unable to provide 
against cases of violence and trespass. A Schout was ap- 
pointed to assist them. Jan Teunissen was commissioned to 
fill this office, dependent, however, on the company's schout- 
fiscaal at New Amsterdam,^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Termuiation of Kieil'a administration— Genera] coadilion of the country— 
Slayea — Their lot under the Dutch — Fopiilation of New Nethcrland— Rev- 
enue — Causes of the backward state of the province — Advanced condition 
of New Engiand—EeflectionB— Settlements enameraled- Their govern- 
ment — Transfer of the municipal institutions of Holland to New Nether- 
land— Errors of contemporary writers — Character of Director Kicft — De- 
nies the right of appeal from his judgments — Harsh and tyrannical proceed- 
ings against the Rev. Mr. Doughty and Mr. Van Hardenhergh — General 
discontent — State of moraJs, religion, and education — Conclusion. 

^ui" "^"^ administration of Director Kieft, though he was not 
yyri superseded in fact until 1647, may now be said to Have vir- 
' tually terminated. Serious complaints, charging him with 
nothing less than tyranny, extortion, murder, theft, and other 
heinous crimes, had, as we have already seen, been transmit- 
ted to the directors of the West India Company, and produced 
his recall. But though his successor was appointed, the 
States General did not issue his commission immediately on 
its having been demanded. They were desirous of under- 
standing what disposition had been made of the complaints 
from New Netherland, and it was not untii the application had 
been iterated more than once, that tlieir High Mightinesses 
ordered a new commission to be expedited. 

What the actual condition of the country was at this remote 
period, may, in the absence of all materials of a statistical na- 
ture, be easily gleaned from the remonstrances of the com- 
monalty, and the proceedings of the home authorities conse- 
quent thereupon. 

Slaves constituted, as far back as '1628, a portion of the 
population. The introduction of this class was facilitated by 
the establishments which the Dutch possessed in Brazil and 
on the coast of Guinea, as weU as by the periodical capture 
of Spanish and Portuguese prizes, and the circumstances at- 
tendant on the early settlement of the country. The expense 
of obtaining labor from Europe was great, and the supply by 
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no means equal to tiie demand. To add to these embarrass- chap. 
ments, the temptations held out by the fur-trade were so irre- -"^ 
sistible, that the servants, or " boere-knechts," who were 
brought over from Holland, were soon seduced from the pur- 
suits of agriculture. Farmers were consequently obliged to 
employ negroes, and slave-labor thus became, by its cheap- 
ness and the necessity of the case, one of the staples of the 
country. 

The lot of the African under the Dutch, was not as hopeless 
as his situation might lead us to expect. He was " a chattel," 
it is true ; but he couid still look forward to the hour when 
he too might become a freeman. In the years 1644 and 1646, 
several negroes and their wives, who had originally been cap- 
tured from the Spaniards, had been manumitted, in conse- 
quence of their long and faithful services. To enable them 
to provide for their support, they obtained a grant of land ; 
but as the price of their manumission, they were bound to 
pay yearly twenty-two bushels and a half of corn, wheat, peas, 
or beans, and one fat hog valued at ei^ht dollars failing which 
they were to lose tlieir 1 b j d um i, 1 f n 

state of servitude. Th m p f h p d d 

however, carry with it th f 1 if [ 411 1 

dreti already bom, or j 
serve the company as 1 
obligated to serve " by 
to do. The price of a 

and one hundred and fif y d 11 Th 1 f h 

children in slavery, afte h n p f h p 

liighly disapproved of by h mm 1 y wh d d 

a violation of the law of nature. How any one born of a 
free Christian mother, could, nom ithstandmg, be a slave, and 
be obliged to remain such, passed their comprehension It 
was impossible for them to expKin it " The authorities at- 
tempted to palliate the act, "They were treated just hke 
Christians." But this was considered alike unsatisfactory ' 

The population, comprising all who came under the title 

'TanTienhoveni Alb. Rec li.,243, 378; ix., 996; xx\„ 41G, 417; Hot 
Doc. iii., 351 ; Van der Donck's Vertoogli, van N. N, 
49 
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DooK of the " Gemeetile," or commonalty of New Amaterdam, 

--v~ amounted, in 1643, to five hundred men. This would give a 
1646, 

total of twenty-five hundred souls. Allowing that Rensse- 

laerswyck and the few towns on Long Island contained four 

hundred more, we should then be justified in estimating the 

whole population of New Neiherland at that date, at about 

three thousand. 

The public revenue was computed to amount to sixteen 

thousand guilders, or six thousand four hundred dollars per 

The population was seriously affected by the difficulties 
with the Indians. Many had removed to the neighborhood of 
Fort Orange ; others returned to Holland ; and numbers had 
been slain by the savages. The consequence was, that in 
and around Fort Amsterdam, the male adult population was 
reduced to one hundred at the close of the war.' By the re- 
moval of the first portion of the inhabitants, the population of 
the country was not, however, actually decreased. The only 
diminution it experienced, was by emigration and loss of life, 
and, these considered, we doubt much if, at the close of Kieft's 
administration, the population exceeded a thousand souls. 
This figure is, we admit, low, and after a lapse of so many 
years, creditable neither to the founders nor managers of the 
province, especially when contrasted with the progress and 
flourishing condition of the adjoining English colonies. But 
it could not well be otherwise. It was one of the natural 
consequences of the imperfect system and mismanagement of 
which the country was the victim. For the first thirteen years 
after its discovery, it was abandoned to the casual and rare 
visits of a few private trading-sliips, which came for the mere 
purpose of taking away tlie furs that their servants or agents 
might have collected at Fort Orange or the Manhattans. 
When the West India Company became incorporated, this 
system was not altered. Those in the employ of that associ- 
ation merely took the place of their predecessors. The visits 



' In Ho!. Doc. iii., 369, it is aaeBrtad, that in 1648 not much more than one 
liDndred males could be round beudeB the free liaders. The population of New 
Pngland then was 50 to 60,000, 
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of the company's ships were still made for the sole purpose crap. 
of carrying back to Holland the collected peltries ; and during -~— 
Minuit's and Van Twiller's administrations, so exclusivelv 
was everybody absorbed in the Indian trade, so few were the 
agricultural settlers, and so little was agriculture attended to, 
that the colonists depended, we may say wholly, on the parent 
country for their supplies. These unfortunately failed one 
season under Van Twiller, and the consequence was, that the 
settlers around Fort Amsterdam were thrown for food on the 
charity of the Indians. 

The evil consequences of the policy pursued by the direc- 
tors in Holland towards New Netherland became apparent 
shortly after the removal of the Massachusetts Company to 
America. This association adopting a wiser system, encour- 
aged immigration by every means compatible with the peculiar 
principles of their municipal government. The country be- 
came soon inhabited by industrious settlers, full of energy, 
who, stimulated by the freedom of trade which they enjoyed, 
and unfettered by those special privileges which followed 
wherever the civil lawwas established, spread themselves abroad 
in every direction, and soon seized on the richest portion of the 
Dutch possessions. Entertaining, as the West India Company 
did, no feeling for the prosperity of the country, except so far 
as the returns of the fur-lrade were concerned ; reduced to a 
stale of bankruptcy by its vast undertakings elsewhere ; dis- 
tracted by internal dissensions, each chamber striving to secure 
for itself the largest share of profit at the expense of the small- 
est amount of disbursements,^ it is not surprising that the en- 
croachments of the people of New England resulted in suc- 
cess. Numbers effected what unprotected feebleness could 
not prevent ; self-interest overpowered what national law alone 
supported, and the Dutch were forced, though unwillingly, to 
yield. 

The reflections of the historian can neither recall the past, 
nor alter the course of human events. But the review of those 

' Alls da inwoonders in Nien Nederlandt gelooven dat de Bewinthebheis 
gaots geeo acht off regard op Nisu Nederlandt nemen, dan alsser wat te ont- 
vangen is ; betwelcke. nochtapa, maeckt dat sy te minder ontfougeii. Viui 
(lei DoQck. 
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K transactions will teach nations tliis abiding lesson : — that it is 
; in vain to have either right or justice at their side, if they have 
' not, at the same time, the means to maintain the one, and en- 
force the other ; and to statesmen this vrholesome truth, that 
as the government of an exclusive mercantile company is the 
worst of all governments for any country, so colonies can never 
be fostered or promoted by the commercial monopolies of such 
privileged associations.' 

With the exception of the few individuals who possessed 
means sufficient to found Patroonships, or to establish plan- 
tations, the mass of the inhabitants of New Netherland, as 
is the case in all new countries, were far from weahhy. Van 
der Donck represents that the greater portion of them "brought 
nothing" to the country ; a statement which is amply borne 
out by the fact that the government was called on, occasion- 
ally, to assist immigrants by advances, or loans of money, with- 
out interest, to enable them to make a beginning. 

The greater number of the houses around forts Amsterdam 
and Orange were, in those days, low-sized wooden buildings, 
with roofs of reed or straw, and chimnevs of wood. Wind or 
water mills were erected, here and there, to grind com, or to 
saw lumber. One of the latter, situate on Nut or Governor's 
Island, was leased in ! 639 for five hundred merchantable boards 
yearly, half oak and half pine.^ Saw and grist mills were built 
on several of the creeks in the colonie of Rensselaerswyck, 
where " a horse mill" was also erected in 1646.^ A brewery 

' Smith's Wealth of Nations ii., 64. 

' Alb. Reo. L, 155, 185; vii., 105, 114. 

•31 January, 1646: Contract for a Horae-milL The mill ailuate on the 
fifth kill being, to the great damage of the Patroon, and inhabitants of (lie colo- 
nie, [Rensselaerswyck,] for a considerable time out of repair, or unfit to bo 
worked, either by the breaking of the dam, the severity of the winter, or the 
high water, or otherwise ; besides being out of the way, to tlie prejudice of the 
inhabitants in going and returning, a contract, after being duly proposed Co the 
court, is, therefore, made with Fieter Corneliesen to build a horse-oiill in the 
Fine grove, whereby not only the colonie, but also, if so be, the navigators who 
come hither, may be encouraged to provide themselves with other things. Pie- 
tei Comelisz. shall complete the work for 0. 300, ($120.) I furnishing him 
fl. aOO in atones, two good hojses, the expeiiEe of which is to be divided between 
us, half and half. The standing work, plank, labor, and other expenses, we 
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had been constructed previous to 1637, in the same quarter, •^J^^- 
by the Patroon, with the exclusive right of supplying retail- 
dealers with beer. But private individuals were allowed the 
privilege, notwithstanding, to brew whatever quantity of beer 
they might require for consumption within their own fami- 

The settlement of the country beyond the precincts of New 
Amsterdam received, as we have seen, a serious check by the 
Indian war. On the eastern extremity of Long Island, the 
English had established the towns of South Hampton and South 
Old. The plantations at the west end, under the jurisdiction 
of the Dutch, were, however, far more numerous, and now 
comprised Breukelen, Amersfoort, (Flatlands,) Gravenzande, 
Vlissingen, (Flushing,) Heemstede, Mespath, (Newtown,) 
and Gowanus. There was a small hamlet called Bergen, be- 
sides a number of valuable bouweries on what is now the Jer- 
sey side of the river, but this section suffered, comparatively 
speaking, more than any other from the savages, who laid 

shall defray in common, bearing, each, equal profit and Iobs. On the comple- 
tion of the mill, and on its being ready to go, Fieler Corneliseen shall work one 
day for himself aod the othei day for the Tatroon, and ed forth ; (ho Patroon 
paying him one Itix dollar for his day. Shonid it happen, as we expect, that so 
great a demand shall arise, so that the mill will not supply all the colouie or 
etrangeis, (buytenwoondeis,) then P. Comelisz. is atone authorized and pnv- 
ileged to erect, in company with the Patroon, another such mill, on these or such 
other conditions as are now, or shall hereafter be i^reed on. Signed, Anthoi>y 
do Hooges, Fieter ComeliEsen. Renseelaerswyck MSS. A mill worked by 
horses stood, io the course of the last century, as I am informed by an aged 
citiien, on the lot forming the northeast comer of Hudson and Grand slroets, 
Albany. There was a mill also on the 3d or Rutten kill, in 1646. 

* 26 Dec. 1646. Whereas their Honors of the Court of this Colonie find that 
Cornells Segerez. notwitlistanditig former placards and prohibitions, has still pre- 
sumed to meddle with what is not his buBiness — with beer brewing — directly 
contrary to the grant and authorization given to the brewery of this colonie ; 
Therefore their honors expressly forbid the said Cornells Segersi. to brew, or 
cause to be brewed, or otlierwise to manufacture any beer, except so much aa 
shall be required by him for liis own housekeeping, on pain of forfeiting twenty- 
five Carolus guilders, be«des the brewed beer. The said Cornells Segersz. is further 
warned tliat no cloak, or idle excuse shall hereafter avail, but that this ordi- 
nance shall be maintiuned and executed on the spot, without court process, if he 
shall make any mistake. Let him, therefore, prevent his loss. Actum Rens- 
selaerswyck, S6th October, 1646. Pursuant to the resolution of their honors the 
magistrates of this colonie. A, l>e HoouEs, 
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BOOK waste every cultivated spot from the Nevesinck to Tappaan. 

--™ Rensselaerswyck was the only " colonie" which remained un- 
' injured by the war. As a consequence its population general- 
ly prospered, and sundry farms were taken up. Beverswyck 
continued, however, in swaddling clothes, for the city which 
in 1845 holds over forty thousand inhabitants, contained in 
1646 no more than ten houses. Several farmers had at an 
early date begun another settlement south of Beverswyck, to 
which they gave the name of Bethlehem. A few bouweries 
were also cultivated on the east side of the river, opposite Fort 
Orange. Katskill and its fertile bottoms had engaged at an 
early date the attention of the settlers at Rensselaerswyck, 
but the pretensions of opposite parties prevented any plant- 
ing of consequence in that quarter, and Van Slyck, who had 
received a patent for lands there, had as yet made no com- 
mencement. The country between Rensselaerswyck and the 
Manhattans, on both sides of the river, still remained a wilder- 
ness. It is true that the Dutch had built a fort at Esopus, Tii 
the year 1614, contemporaneously with the erection of their 
post on Castle island.' This possibly might have been fol- 
lowed by tlie clearing of some small portions of land in that 
vicinity, but it is very doubtful whether any such settlemenis 
survived the destructive war of 1644-5. Van der Donck had 
also received a grant of Yonkers, but many years elapsed be- 
fore he commenced a settlement there. These remarks apply 
in like manner to the Delaware, which, at this date, was, with 
the exception of Bogaerdi's colonie, destitute of any Dutch 
settlers, and entirely under the control of the Swedes. 

In the municipal government of these settlements, two 
systems, essentially diiferent in principle, obtained. In the 
" colonies" the superintending power was lodged in one indi 
vidual, who, though tJie immediate vassal of the sovereign 

' Moulton alludes to the settlement of aonie Hollandera among the Esopus 
Indiann in 1617. But the followiag paaeage in (he answer of the Stntes Gen- 
eral, dated Feb. 1665, to Sir George Downing, fixes the date earlier. Their 
High Mightinesaes aay : " II y a plus de qnaranle ans qu'cllo poasede la yille de 
Nouveau Amsterdain avee aes forts ; et plus de oinquante tju'elle est en pos- 
session des forts Orange et Esope ) les ttng el \es aulres avee lea terrea et psia 
qui en dependent." Hoi. Doc, xi., 86. 
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authon f 1 1 h d d h 1 J s himself lord ciui 

]v presented llie -— -* 
s<l his colonists, 

n 1 hat he occupied 

F he was bound 

lug h dependence on 
f 1 P oon, to whom 
mn 1 y were bound, if 
1 1 special courts, 

1 d b dience, being 

ichar{,e of all the minor obli- 
gations d e o 1 n by virtue of the Roman law. In return for 
this obe 1 ence 1 e Pa roon was bound to protect his colonisif?, 
who had the additional right to address themselves by appeal 
to the supreme authority at New Amsterdam, in case they 
were either aggrieved or oppressed. 

In the transition of society, towards the close of the middle 
ages, from this state of servitude to a more enlarged liberty, 
some communes, or towns in our acceptation of the word, 
acquired for themselves, either by special favor or their own 
right hands, all independence of these feudal nobles, and held 
their privileges and immunities immediately from the crown. 
But as the feudal system acknowledged no other relation than 
that of vassal and sovereign, it became necessary to imagine, 
or invent, some bond, or link, whereby these semi-indepen- 
dent commonalties should be connected to the head of the 
state. By a fiction of law, each of them became to be con- 
sidered, abstractly, a moral and responsible body, capable of 
the same duties, obligations, and constraints as an individual. 
They were incorporated, and in this corporate capacity, hold- 
ing immediately from the state, they were considered as vas- 
sals ; as such held land in fee, tendered fealty and homage, 
military service, and possessed, in fine, all the rights of Pa- 
tio ons. 

One arrangement still remained to render the connection 
between this body and the supreme authority complete. It 
became necessary that it have a representative, through 
whom all communications should pass, from the commune, or 
town, to the sovereign, and from the latter to the district. For 
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Book this purpose the inhabitants were authorized, in tlie course of 
— "~ the fifteenth century, to elect from among themselves a certain 
* number, double or triple, that required ; from which the head 
of the government selected and appointed such as it considered 
best qualified to act as " schepens" or magistrates. These 
constituted a board, or council, by which alt such communica- 
tions were made : they constituted, at tlie same time, a local 
court to administer justice within their respective limits, to tlie 
extent and according to the provisions of tlieir patent or char- 
ter ; and to enable them to perform more effectually their duties, 
a schout, or sheriff, secretary, and marshal were adjoined. 
But in order to prevent the magistrates becoming too powerful, 
and with a view to equalize their functions, and to allow all to 
enjoy, in turn, the dignities which municipal honors conferred, 
their duration in office was limited, in conformity to sound prin- 
ciple, to one year, at the end of which a new election took 
place ; a new set of names was sent in to the chief magis- 
trate, who again made his selection from that list, and from the 
actual " schepens" in commission, who " were always con 
sidered as nominated."' 

For more than a century previous to the period of whicfi 
we now write, three hundred manors in the province of Hol- 
land alone, enjoyed all the rights of free municipalities, and 
exercised civil and criminal jurisdiction, to a limited extent. 
In removing to another hemisphere, the Dutch lost not their 
affection for their native country and its institutions. They 
brought with them the names of those places to which they 
were most attached, and in the course of time transferred also 
to their new homes the municipal system which we have de- 
scribed above, and with which they were most conversant. 

" Those colonists who shall form within their hmits such a 
settlement of people, as to constitute hamlets, villages, or even 
cities, shall obtain in such case middle and low jurisdiction, 
and the same rights as manors in the province of Holland ; and 

' InstitnUons Jndiciaires, iij., 47, 48, 49, 165, 1G6, 170, 171 ; Alb. Rec. x., 
S21. " It is customary in aui Fatherland, and other wol [-regulated gorem- 
ments, (hat annually some change takes place in the magistracy, bo that some 
new ones are appointed, and soma are continued (o infonn the newly appointed." 
Alb. fiec. ill., 131. 
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shall, in like manner, be capacitated also, to bear and use [he i 
names and titles thereof. And the qualified persons of such - 
cities, villages, and hamlets, shall, in such case, be authorized 
to nominate for the office of magistrates, a double number of 
persons wherefcom a selection shall seasonably be made by the 
Director and council, the appointment of a schout, secretarj , 
and court messenger, remaining to ibe companj , wiih the 
understanding that the jun^diction shall be hoJJen m fief by 
the respective colonists and founders of erne's and villages, to 
be disposed of and renewed, m case of tlie demise of those 
who ohall be named, in manner hereinbefore stated And jus 
tice shall be adrnmiatuied theiem accoiding to the style and 
Older of the pio^ince of Hclland, and the cities and manois 
thereof, to which end the couits there shall follow, as lai as 
the same la pc'-ihle, the ordinances receded here in Am- 



It was then to that Republican State — to the wise and 
beneficent modifications of the feudal code which obtained 
there, and not to " the puritan idea of popular freedom" intro- 
duced by emigrants from Connecticut — as some incorrectly 
claim— that New Netherland and the several towns within its 
confines were indebted for whatever municipal privileges they 
enjoyed.' The charters under which they were planted, the 
immunities which they obtained, were essentiaJly of Dutch, and 
not of Comiecticut origin, and those who look to New Eng- 
land as the source of popular privileges in New Netherland, 
fail, therefore, into an error, sanctioned neither by law, nor by 
history. Strange as it may seem, while every colonie, and al- 
most every hamlet, had its local magistracy, the citizens of 
New Amsterdam, the capital of the whole province, continued, 
greatly to their discontent, without a voice in the management 
of their municipal affairs. The government of that city still 
remained in the hands of the Director-general and his council. 

The high-handed and dictatorial manner in which Kiefl 



' Mr. Bancrott, in Hist. TJ. S. ii., 304, repesenta that " the large emigrations 

from Connecticut engrafted on New Netherlands the Puritan idea of popular 

freedom." lu this lie did injustice to the Dutnh — inadvertently, uo doubt — as 

evtay one miKt acknowledge who has examined the aubjecL 

50 
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: wielded Iiis powei, brought lum mtu collisnii at an eail\ pe- 
; riod, with ihe dcmocrttn, ^pl^lt mhcrent in ihe breast of the 
' Dutch republicans He wa* a man of unphant temper, in- 
flated with the idea of his own importance , ill-disposed to 
brook contradiction, and construing all objections to his. will, 
even though emanating from the pulpit, as attacks on his pre- 
rogative. " Had we been under a king we could not be worse 
treated," was the complaint of the people. One check to all 
this remained, to which the colonists looked for protection. 
This was the right to appeal from the Director-general's judg- 
ments to the Court of Holland, or the States General. But this 
privilege Kieft cut off as early as 1643. The island of Man- 
hattans was the capital of New Netherland, and to it was re- 
served the exclusive right, as the chief court of that country, to 
hear appeals from all surrounding colonies ; and, on this pre- 
tence, it was maintained that no appeal could he from the de- 
cisions of the Director-general and council at New Amster- 
dam,' 

The Rev. Mr. Doughty, the Englisli clergyman at Mes- 
path, and Mr, Van Hardenbergh, merchant at New Amsterdam, 
were among the first to dissent from this conclusion. The 
former had complained against what he considered an unjust 
decision of the court at Manhattans, in regard to claims which 
he set forth to lands embraced within the Newtown patent. 
The other had been appointed curator to the estate of one 
Aert Teunissen, who, as we have already related, had been 
murdered by the Indians at Beeregat. Some property belong- 
ing to this estate had been seized on board a vessel, and in 
consequence of not having been entered, was confiscated. 
Appeals were lodged, in both these cases, from Kieft's judg- 
ments. Doughty was immediately fined ten dollars, and im- 
prisoned twenty-four hours for his presumption.^ Against the 
other appellant was pronounced the following sentence : 

' Wat belanght 't weygaren van appel naer 't Vaderlandt, 't selve is geechiot, 
omdnt in da exemptien 't eylandt van de Manhattans voor de hoDfl-plaate van 
N. N> wort geFeBervacrt, en dat alie omleggende coloniGn haer appol daer heb- 
lien eoude bIs 't hof van dat quartior. Tan TienhOYen. 

' The reader will find in tho Appendix Ff. tho Btatemenls in favot of and 
against Doughty in Eha above case. 
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" Having seen the written demand of the Honorable Fis- chap. 
caal Van der Huygens against Amoldus van Hardenbergh, in — v^ 
the case of appeal from our sentence dated 28th April ult., as 
appears by the signature of the aforesaid A. van Hardenbergh, 
from which sentence no appeal can lie, as is evident to him 
from the commission of their High Mightinesses the Lords 
States Genera! and His Highness of Orange ; therefore, the 
noble Director-general and council of New Netherland, ob- 
serving the dangerous consequences which tend to the injury 
of the supreme authority of the magistracy of this land, as an 
example to otliers, condemn the aforesaid Arnoldus van Har- 
denbergh to pay forthwith a fine of twenty-five guilders, or to 
go to jail until the said fine be paid " 

Owing to these and vanous other harsh measures, the public 
mind became inflamed to a high degree. " Traitor," " villain," 
" liar," were epithets flung at the Director-general with un- 
sparing hand ; and, notwithstanding that banishments and 
heavy fines were imposed on the libellers, many threatened 
him with rougher usage when he should " take off the coat 
with which he was decorated by the Lords his masters." 

"Where the shepherd errs the sheep go astray." Drunk- 
enness and broils were of common occurrence. The people 
were " without discipline, and approaching to a savage state." 
" A fourth part of the city of New Amsterdam consisted of 
grog-shops and houses where nothing is to be got but tobacco 
and beer." Religion and education felt the baneful effects of 
these evil influences. The church which had been commenced 
in 1642, remained still unfinished, as if the country were 
without timber or a sawmill. The Director-general being dis- 
tressed for money, applied to his own use the fines and for- 
feitures which had been appropriated to aid the completion of 
this sacred edifice.' In the mean while no efforts were made 
to convert the heathen, between whom and the settlers an un- 



' AH). Rec. ii., JGO, ISO, 262, 369 ; iv., 1 ; viL, 23, 29, 38, 300. Van Aer 
Donck's Vertoogh, c. li. Wei is waer dat den Dir«ct«ur Kiefl, verlegen synda 
om gelt, in eyn buys hadde bangen een bos, daer de DIakenen eea sleutel van 
hadden, daerin alle cloyne breukcn en boeten, die op de rechtdagen voor vielen 
gesteken waien ; met kennlsse van de diaconen beefl geopent, en 't gelt dat 
een moyo sommo was, op inlreat genoraen. Van Tienhoven Cort BBiiehL 
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BOOK licensed intercourse generally prevailed. And, though a cbl- 
-"^ lege had been founded in Massachusetts some nine years 
' before, the authorities of New Nelherland made little or no 
effort, up to this lime, to establish a common primary school 
in any part of this country. Some subscriptions had been en- 
tered into by the commonalty for the purpose of erecting a 
school-house in New Amsterdam, but these funds were also 
misappropriated, and this laudable undertaking failed in con- 
sequence. 

Such was the state of disorganization into which the public 
affairs had fallen, when General Petriis Stuyvesaht assumed 
the government of Now Netherland. 
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A CharteT given by the High and Mighty Lords, the States General, to 
the West India Company, dated the 3d of June, 1621. 

Ti[B States General of the United Netherlands, lo ail wlia shall see theae pr^- 
eiits or hear them read, greeting : Be it fenown, that We, knowing thai the pros[ierity 
of these couiiliieB, and the welfare of their inhabitants, depend principally oil naviga- 
lion and trade, which ill all former times by the said countries were carried on hap- 
pily, and with a great blessing to all counlriea and kingdoma ; and deeirjug that (ho 
aforesaid inhabitiintB should Dot only he preserved in their former navigation, traffic, 
and trade, bnt also that their trade may be increased aa much as possible in special 
couformlty to the treaties, alliances, leagues, and covenants, for traffic and navigation 
formerly made with other princes, republics, and people, nhich We give them to under- 
stand must be iaall parts punctaaily kept and adhered to: And Weliudby experience, 

the people designed from hence for those parts cannot be properly protected and main- 
tained in their great risk from pirates, extortion, and otherwise, which will happen 
in so very long a voyage. We have, therefore, and for several other Imporlaul rea- 
Eona and eonaiderations na thereunfo moving, with matare deliberation of counsel, and 
for highly necessary causea, found It good, that the navigation, ttade, and commerce, 
iu the parts of the West Indies, and Africa, and other places hereafter described, 
should not henceforth be carried on any otherwise than by the common united strength 
of the merchants and inhabitants of these conntries, and that for (hat end there shall 
be erected one General Company, which We, out of special regard to their common 
well-being, and to keep and preserve the Inhabitants of those places in good trade and 
welfare, will maintain and strengthen with Our help, favor, and asriatance, as far aa 
the present state and condition of this coimtrywill admit: and, moreover, fumlah them 
with a proper charter, and with the following privileges and exemptions, to wit ; That 
for the term of four and twenty years, none of the natives or inhalntants of these 
countries shall be permitted to sad to or from the said lands, or to traffic on the coast 
and countries of Africa, from the Tropic of Cancer lo the Cape of Good Hope, nor in 
the countries of America, or the West Indies, beghining at the fourth end of Terra 
Novo, by the Straits of Magellan, La Maire, or any other straits and pasages situated 
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thereabauls to the Straits of Aiiian.aewcll on the North Sea as the South Sea, nor on 
any islands eituHtsd on the one side or Ihe other, or betweeu both: nor in the western 
or southern conntrieSf reaching, lying, and between both the meridians, from the Capo 
of Good Hope, in tiie east, to the east end of New Gninea, in the w*st, inclusive, bnt 
in (he name of Ihia United Company of these United Netherlands. And whoever 
shall presume, without the consent of this company, to sail or to traffic in any of the 
places WJthiTl the afores^d limits granted to this company, he shalt forfeit tho ships 
and the goods which shall be found for sale npon the aforesaid coasts and lands ; tho 
which being actually seized by tiie aforesaid company, shall be by them kept for their 
own beneiit and behoof. And in case such ships or goods shall be sold either In other 
countries or havens they may touch at, the owneis and partners must be fined for tlie 
value of those ships and goods : Except only, that (hey who before the date of this 
charter, shall have sailed or been sent out of these or any other comilries to any of the 
foresaid coasts, siiall be able to continue their trade for the sale of their goods, and 
come back again, or otherwise, until (he expiration of this charier, if they have had 
any before, and not longer: Frovided, that after the first of July, sixteen hundred and 
twenty-ono, the day and time of this charter's commencing, no peiaon shall be able to 
send any ships or goods to the places comprehended tn this charter, although that be- 
fore the date hereof, this company was not Anally incorporated : but shall provide 
therein, as is becoming, against those who knowingly by fraud endeavor to frustrate 
our intention herein for the public good : Provided that the salt trade al Ponte del Re 
maybe continued according to the conditions and instructions by Us already given, or 
that may be given respecting it, any thing ju (his charter (o the contrary notwith- 
Etanding. 

IL That moroover, the aforesaid company may, in Our name and aitlhorily, within 
the limits heroin before prescribed, make contracts, engagements, and alliances, with 
the princes and natives of (he countries comprehended therein, and also build any forts 
and fortificatiouB there, to appoint and dlschaige governors, people for war, and ofli. 
cers of justice, and other public officers, for (he preservation of tlie places, keeping good 
order, police, and justice, and in like manner for (he promoting of trade ; and again, 
others in their olace to put, as they, from the ^(nation of tlieir afiiiiiB, shall see fit: 
moreover, theyEmo^Qvailge the neoplmg of those fruitful and unsettled parts, and 
do all (hat^the service of those couiifHe^ ?nd the profit and increase of trade shall re- 
quire : and the company ^all sucoesively communicate and transmit to Us such con- 
tracts and alliances as they shall have made with the aforesaid princes and nations ; 
and likewise the situations of the fortresses, fortiticBtions, and settlements by them 

III. Saving, that they having chosen a governor-in -chief, and prepared instnic- 
tions for him, they shall be approved, and a commission given by Us ; And that fur- 
ther, such govemor-ln-chief, as well as other deputy governors, commanders, and of- 
ficer, shall be held to (ake an oatii of allegiance to Us and also to the company. 

IV. And if the aforesaid company in any of the aforesaid places shall be cheated 
under the appearance of friendship, or badly treated, or shall suilec loss in trusting 
their money or goods, without having restitution or receiving payment f^ them, they 
may use the best methods in their power, accoriiog to the situation of their affairs, to 
obtain satisfaction. 

V. And if it should be necessary, for the establishment, secuHty, and defence of this 
trade, to take any troops with them. We will, according to the constitution of this 
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country, and the aitualion of affairs, furnish the said company wiOi such troops, pro- 
vided tliey ba paid and supported hy the company. 

VI. Which Iroops, besides the oath already taken to Us and to his Excellency.shall 
swear lo obey the coinmaiida of the said cmiipany, and lo endeavor to promote tlicir 
interest to the utmost of their ability. 

VII. That the provosts of the company on shore may apprehend any of the military 
that have enlisted in the service of the aforesaid company, and may contine them on 
board the ships in whatever city, place, or jorisdictien they may he found ; provided, 
the provoate fiist inform Ihe officers and magistrates of the cities and pl^es where 
this happens. 

VIIL That We will not take any ships, ordnance, or ammunition belonging lo the 
company, for the use of this country, without the consent of the said company. 

IX. We having nioraover incorporated this company, and favored them witli priv- 
ileges, We give them a charter besides this, that Ihey may pass freely with all their 
ships and goods without paying any toll to the United Provinces ; and that they them- 
selves may use their liberty in the same manner as the free inhabitants of the cities of 
this country enjoy their freedom, nolvvlllistanding any person who is not free may be 
a member of this company. 

X. That all the goods of (his company during the eight next ensuing yeu«, may be 
carried out of this country to the parts of the West Indies and Africa, and other 
places comprehended within the aforeeaid limits, and those which they shall bring in- 
to this country from thence sliall be exempt from outward and home convoys i pro- 
vided, that if at the expiration of the aforeeaid eight years, the state and condition of 
these countries will not admit of this freedom's continuing for a longer tune, the said 
goods, and the mercliondises coming from the places mentioned ui this charter, and 
exported agaui out of these countries, and the outward convoys and licenses, during 
the whtje time of this charter, shall not be rated higher by Us than they have former- 
ly been rated, unless We should be again engaged in a war, in which case all the afore- 
said goods and merchandises shall not be rated higher by Us than they were m the 
last list in time of war. 

XI. And tliat this company may he strengthened by a good government, to the 
general profit and satisfaction of all concerned. We have ordained that the said gov- 
emmenl shall be vested in 6ve chambers of managers ; one at Amsterdam, — this shall 
have the management of four-ninth parts ; one chamber hi Zealand, for two-ninth 
parts ; one chamber at Maeze, for one-ninlh part ; one chamber in North Holland, for 
one-nlnlh part ; and the Ji^h chamber In Friesland, with the city and country, for 
one-ninth part, upon the condition entered in the record of Our resolutions, and the act 
passed respeotuig it. And the provinces in which there arc no chambers sliall be ac- 
commodated with BO many managers, divided among the respective chamberSi as Uieir 
hundred thousand guilders in this company shall entitle them to, 

XII. That the Chamber of Amsterdam shall consist of twenty managers ; the 
Chamber of Zealand of twelve; the Chamber of Maeze and of (he North part, each of 
fourteen ; and the Chamber of Friesland, with the city and country, also of fourteen 
managers. If it shall hereafter appear thai this work cannot be carried on without a 
greater number of persons ; m that case, more may be added, with the knowledge of 
the Nineteen, and our approbation, but not otherwise, 

XIII. And the States of the United Provinces are authorized lo lay before their 
High Mighltnesses' ordinary deputies, or before the ma^trates of (he tulips ef tbew 

51 
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ProvinceB, any opdsr for regislering the members, together with the election of roan- 
agere, if they find they can do it according to the constitution of their ProvinceB, 
Moreover, that no person in tlie Chamber of Amaterdam BhHlI be chteen a manager 
who has not of his own in the funds of the company, the sum of sii thousand gnildera ; 
and the chamber of Zealand four thousand guilders; and the chamber of Maeze, of the 
north part, and of Friealand, with the city and country, the like sum of foor Ihouaand 

XIV. Tliat the first managem shall serve for the term of sin years, and then one- 
Ihird part of the number of managers shall be changed by lot ; and two years after a 
like third part; and the two nest following yeats, the iast third part; and so on succes- 
sively, Che oldest in the service shall be dismissed : and in the place of those who go off, 
or of any that shall die, or for any other reason bo dismissed, three others shall be nomi- 
nated by the managers, both remaining and going off, together with the principal ad- 
venturers in person, and at their cost, from which the aforesaid provinces, the deputies, 
or the magistrates, shall make a new election of a manager, and successively supply 
the vacant places ; and it shall be held before the principal adventurers, who have as 
great a concern as the respective managers. 

XV. That the accounts of the furniture and outfit of the vessels, with their depen- 
dencies, shall be made up three months aller the departure of the vessels, and one 
month after, copies sliall be sent to lis, and to the respective chambers ; and the state 
ofthereturus, and theiraales, shall the ohambers (as often as We see good, or they are 
required thereto by the chambers) send to Us and lo one another. 

XVI. That every six years they shall make a general account of all outfits and 
returns, together with all the gains and losses of the company ; to wit, one of their 
business, and one of the war, each separate ; wliich accounts shall be made public by 
an advertisement, to the end that every one who is interested may, upon hearing of 
it, attend ; and if by the expiration of the seventh year, the acooonts are not made out 
rn manner aforesaid, the managers shall forfeit their commissions, which shall be ap- 
propriated to the use of the poor, and they themselves be held to render their account 
as before, till such time and under such penalty as shall be fixed by us respecting of- 
fenders. And notwithstanding, there shall be a dividend made of the profits of the 
business, so long as We find that ten per cent, shall have been gained. 

XVII. No one shall, during the continuance of this charter, withdraw his capital or 
sum advanced from this company; nor shall any new membeis be admitted. If at 
the eipiration of four and twenty years it shall be found good to continue this company, 
or to erect a new one, a final account and estimate shall be made by the Nineteen, 
with Our knowledge, of all that belongs to the company, and also of all their eipen- 
sea, and any one after the aforesaid settlement and estimate may withdraw his money 
or continue it in the new company in whole or in part, in the same proportion as in 
this ; end the new company shall in such case take the remainder, and pay the mem- 
bers which do not think fit to continue in the company their share, at such times as 
the Nineteen, with Our knowledge and approbation, shall think proper. 

XVIII. That so often as it shall be necessary to have a general meeting of the 
aforesaid chambers, it shall be by Nineteen persons, of whom eight shall come from 
the chamber of Amsterdam ; from Zealand, four ; from the Maeie, two ; from North 
Holland, two ; from Friesland and the city and country, two ; provided, that the nino- 
leen persons, or so many more as We shall at any time think fit, shall be deputed by 
Us foi the purpose of helphig to direct the aforesaid meeting of the compauy. 
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XIX. By which general meeting of the aforesaid chambers, all ttie huBJness of this 
oompany which shall come before them shall he managed and finally settled; pn>- 
Tided, that in case of resolving upon a war, Our approbation shall be asked. 

XX. The aforesaid general meeting being summoned, it shall meet lo resolve when 
they shall fit out, and how many vessels they will send to each place, the compauy in 
general observing that no particular chamber shall undertake any thing in oppoHtion 
to the foregoing resolution, but shall be held la carry ttte same effectually into execu- 
tion. And if any chamber shall be found not following the common resolution, or 
conlravening it. We have aulhoriied, and by tJieae presents do authorize, the said 
meeting immediately to cause reparation lo be made of every defect or contravenlion ; 
wherein We, being desired, will assist them. 

XXI. The said general meeting shall be held the tirst six years in the city of Am- 
sterdam, atLd two years thereafter in Zealand ; and so on from time to time in the 
aforesaid two places. 

XXII. The managers to whom the atFairs of the company shall be committed, who 
shall go from home to attend (he aforesaid meeting or otherwise, shall have for their 
espouses and wages, four guilders a day, besides boat aud carriage hire: Provided, that 
those who go from one city to another, to the chambers, Bs managera aud governors, 
shall receive no wages or travelling charges, at the cost of the company. 

XXIII. And if it should happen that in the aforesaid general meeting, any weighty 
matter should come before them, wherein they cannot agree, or in case the votes are 
equally divided, the same shall be left to Our decision ; Bad whatever shah be deter- 
mined upon shall be carried into eiieoution. 

XXIV. And all the inhabitants of these countries, and also of other countries, 
shall be notified by public advertisements, within one month after the date hereof, 
that they may be admitted into this company, during five months from the first of 
July, this yeai, ^xteen hundred and twenty-one, and that they must pay the monov 
they put into the stock in three payments ; to wit, one-third part at the expiration of 
the aforfflaid five months, and the other two-thirds within throe next succeeding 
years. In case the aforesaid general meeting shall find it necessary to prolong tiie 
time, the members shall be notified by an advertisement. 

XXV. The shlpa returning from a voyage shall come la the plane they sailed from ; 
and if, by stress of weather, the vessels which sailed out from one part shall artive in 
another, — as those from Amsterdam or North Holland, in Zealand or in the Maeic, 
or from Zealand in Holland — or those from Friealand, with the city and country, in 
another part, — each chamber shall nevertheless have the direction and mauagernent 
of the vessels and goods it sent out, and shall send and transport the goods to the 
places from whence the vessels sailed, either in the same or other vessels: Provided 
that the managera of that chamber shall be held in person lo find the place where the 
vessels and goods aro arrived, and not appoint factors to do this business ; but in case 
they shall not be in a situation for travellmg, Ihoy shall commit this business to the 
chamber of the place where the vessels arrived. 

XXVI. If any chamber has got any goods or returns from the places included 
within the limits of this charter, with which another is not provided, it shall be held to 
send such goods to the chamber which is unprovided, on its request, according In the 
situation of (he case ; and if they have sold them, to send to another chamber for 
more. And ui like manner, if the managers of the respective chambers have need 
of any persons for fitting out the vessels, or otherwise, frqm the cities where there sru 
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chambers ot managers, they shall require and employ the managers of this company, 
without making use of a factor. 

XXVII. And if any of the proyinoes Ihink fit to appoint an agent to collect tho 
money from the inhalBlants, and lo make a fund in any chamber, and for paying 
dividends, the chamber shall be obliged to give such agent access, that he may obtain 
information of the stale of the disbuiBemeuM and receipts, and of Ihe debts ; pro- 
vided that the money brought iu by such agents amount lo fifty thonsand guilders or 
upwards. 

XXVIII. The managers sliall have for commiaaons one per cent, on the oulfils 
and returiiB, besides the prizes, aud a half per cent, on gold and silver ; which com- 
mlssiou shall be divided — to the chamber of Amsterdam, four-ninth parts ; the chamber 
of Zealand, two-ninth parts ; the Maeze, one-ninth part ; North Holland, one-ninth 
part ; and Friesland, with the city and country, a like ninth part. 

XXIX. Provided that they shall not receive oommisBions on the ordnance and tho 
ships more than once. They ehall, moreover, have no commiswon on the ships, ord- 
nance, and other things with which We ehall strengthen (he company, nor on the 
money which they shall collect for the company, nor on tho profits they rsceive from 
the goods, nor shall they charge the company with any expenses of travelling, or 
provisions for those to whom they shall commit the providing a cargo and purchasing 
goods necessary for it. 

XXX. The book-keepers and cashleis shall have a salary paid them out of their 

XXXI. The managers shall not deliver or sell to the company, in whole or in part, 
any of their own ships, merchandise, or goods; n b use t be b ght of 
the said company, directly or indu^otly, any goods m h dse h any 
portion or part therein, on forfeiture of one year mmiss f th us f the 
poor, and the loss of office. 

XXXII. Tho managers shall give notice by adv rt m tas ftnaathy have 
a fresh importation of goods and merchandise, to th d Ih t rj m have 
seasonable knowledge of it before they proceed lo a fi I I 

XXXIII. And if it happens that in either chamb ) f th m g rs h II get 
into such a situation, that he cannot make good wh t was trust d t h d ing 
his administration, and in conseqnence thereof an loss h II h pp h h ber 
shall be liable for the damage, and shall also be specially bound for their administra- 
tion, which shall also be the case with all the members who, on account of goods pur- 
chased, or otherwise, shall become debtors to the company, and so shall be reckoned 
all cases relating to their stock and what may be due to the company. 

XXXIV. The manageiB of the respective chambers shall be respoi^Ue for their 
respective cashiers and book-keepers. 

XXXV. That all the goods of [his company which shall be sold by weight, shall 
be sold by one weight, (o wit, that of Amsterdam ; and that all such goods shall be 
put on board ship, or in store, without paying any excise, impost, or weigh-monev t 
Provided (hat they, being sold, shall not be delivered in any other way than by weight ; 
and provided (hat the impost and welgh-money shall be paid as often as they are 
alienated, in the same manner as other goods subject to weigh-money. 

XXXVI. That the persons or goods of the managers ehall not bo arrested, at- 
tached, or mcumbered, in order to obtain from them an account of the administration 
of the company, nor for the payment of tho wages ot those who are in the service 
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of the company ; but Uxone who shall pretend to tske (he Hume upon them, sIibII be 
bound to refer the matter to their ordinary judges. 

XXXVII. So when any sliip shall return from a voyage, the generals or com- 
manders of the fleets shall be obliged to come and reptt to Us the snccesa of the 
voyage of such ship or ahips, within ten daya after their arrival, and shall deliver and 
leave with Ua a report in writing, if the case requires it. 

XSXVIII. And if it happens (which We by no means expect) that any person will 
in any manner hurt or hinder the navigation, business, trade, or traffic of this com- 
pany, cwntrary to the common right and the contents of the aforesaid treaties, leagues, 
and covenants, they shall defend it agdnst them, and regulate it by the instmclions 
We have given concerning it. 

XXXIX. We have, moreover, promised, and do promise, that We will defend Ibis 
company agahisl every person in free navigation and traffic, and assist them with a 
million of guilders, to be paid in live years, whereof the first two hundred thousand 
guilders shall be paid them when the first payment shall be made bythe members: 
Provided that we, with half the aforesaid million of guilders, shall receive and bear 
profit and risk in the same manner as (he other memberH of this company. 

XIi. And if by a violent and continued interruption of (he aforesaid navigation and 
traffic, the business within the limits of their company shall bo brought to an open 
war. We will, If the situation of this country will in any wise admit of it, give them 
for their assistance sixteen ships of war, the least one hundred and fifty lasts burden,— 
with four good, well-saibng yachts, the least forty lasts burden, — which shall bo proper- 
ly mounted and provided in all respects, both with brass and other cannon, and a 
proper quantity of ammunition, together with double suits of running and standing 
rigging, sails, cables, anchors, and other things thereto belonging, such as are proper 
to be provided and used in all great expeditions ; upon condition that they sliall be 
manned, victualled, and supported at the expense of the company, and that the com- 
pany shall be obliged to add thereto sixteen like ships of war, and four yachts, mounted 
and provided as above, to be used in like manner for the defence of trade and all ex- 
ploits of war ; Provided that all the ships of war and merchantmen (that shall be with 
those provided and manned as aforesdd) shall he under an admu^l appointed by Us, 
according to the previous advice of the aforesaid general company, and shall obey 
Our commands, together with the resolutions of the company, if it shall be necemary, 
in the same manner as in time of war ; so, notwithstanding, that the merchantmen 
sball not unnecessarily hazard their lading. 

XLI. And if it should happen that this country should be remarkably eased of its 
burdens, and that this company should be laid under the grievous burden of a wari 
We have further promised, and do promise, lo increase the aforesaid subsidy in such a 
manner as the situation of these countries will admit, and the affaire of the country 

XLII. We have moreover ordained that, in ease of a war, all the prizes which 
shall be taken from enemies and pirates within the aforesaid limits, by the company 
or their assistants ; also, the goods which shall be seized by virtue of Our proclamation, — 
after deductmg all expenses and the damage which the company shall snUer in taking 
each priie, together with the just part of liis excellency the admiral, agreeable to our 
resolution of the first of April, sixteen hundred and two — and the tenth part for the 
officers,sMlorB, and soldiers, who have faken the prize, — shall await the disposal of the 
managers of the aforesaid company : Frovidpd that tlie stcouiit of them shall be 
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k pt p t d apart from the account of trade and commerce and that tlie not 
p de 1 th aid pnZHB shall be employed rii iittm^ out fillips pajmg the troops, 
f t fi t garrisons and like matters of nat and defence hy aea and land ; but 

Ih 1 U be distribution uiilesa the said net proceeds eball amount to bO much 

th t t b! hare may be distributed nithonl weakening the said defence. 

^ ^ P y g the expenses of the war, which shall be done eeparate and 

p rt f m tl distribution on account of trade and the dixlnbution shall be 

d t th part for the use of the United Netherlands and the remainder 

f th beis of this company, in exact proportion to the capital they have 

advanced, 

XLIII. Provided, ncverthelesi that all the prizes and trooda taken b^ virtue of Our 
proclamHtion shall be brought m and the right laid betore the judicature of the coun- 
Bellors of the admiralty tor the part to which they are brought, that they may take 
cognizance of them, and determine the legality or illegality of the said prizesi the 
process of the administration of the goods brought in by the company remaining, 
nevertheless, pending, and that under a proper inventory ; and eaving a revision of 
what may be done by the seiiteuco of the admiralty, agreeable lo the instruction 
given the admiralty in that behalf: Provided that tlie vendue -maulers and other offi- 
cers of the admiralty shall not have or pretend to any right to the priies taken by 
this company, and shall not be employed respecting them 

XLIV. The managers of (his company shall s I m 1y prum d w tl t 

they wdl act well and faithfully In their admin t t n d n k g d d j t 
accounts of their trade; That they in all things n II It th g t t p ht f 

Che company, and, as much as possible, prevent th u' m t g w th loEse Th t 
Ihey will not ^ve the principal members any great ad t ga th p ym ta 
distribution of money than the least ; That they ngttg aid gt 

standing debts, will not favor one more than ano 1 Th t tl j f th w 

account, will take, and during Uie continuance of h adm is t » II t 
to take, such sum of money as by their chatter is 11 tt d t th m and 
that they will, as far as concerns them, to the ut st f th p w , bserv and 
keep, and cause to be observed and kept, all and every the particulars and articles 
herein contained. 

XLV. All which privileges, freedoms, and exemptions, together with (he asBisiance 
herein before mentioned, in all their particulars and articles, We have, with full 
knowledge of (he business, given, granted, promised, and agreed to the aforesaid 
company ; giving, granting, agreeing, and promising, moreover, that they shall enjoy 
them peaceably and freely ; ordaining that the same shall be observed and kept by 
all the magistrates, otficers, and subjects of the United Netherlands, without doing 
any thing centoary thereto, directly or Indirectly, either within or out of these Neth- 
erlands, en penalty of being punished both in life and goods as obstacleB In (he com- 
mon welfare of this country, and tran^resaorsof Our ordinance ; premising, moreover, 
that We will mauitaln and establish the company in the things Contained in this char- 
ter, iu all treaties of peace, alliances, and agreements with the neighboring princes, 
kingdoms, and counties, without doing any thing, or suffering any thing lo be done 
which wdl weaken their establishment ; charging and expressly commanding all 
governors, justices, officers, magistrates, and inhabitants of thf aforesaid United Netli- 
erlands, that they permit the aforesaid company and managers peaceably and f reely 
to enjoy the full effect of this charter, agreement, and privilege, without any contra- 



db,Googlc 



APPENDIX. 407 

diction or impeachment lo the contrary. And that none may pretend ignorance 
hereof, We command that the contents of Ihie charter shall be notified by publication 
or an advertisemenl, where and in such manner aa is proper ; for We have fonnd it ne- 
cessary for the eervicB of this country. 

Given under Our great seal, and the signature and seal of Our recorder, at the 
Hague, on the third day of the month of June, in the year siiteen hnndred and 
twenty-one. 

Was counterEigned, 

J. MAGMoa, Sec. 
Underneath was written. 

The Ordinance of the High and Mighty Lords the Stales General 
It was subscribed, 

C. AEReCEN, 

And had a seal pendent, of red wax, and a string of white eilk. 
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An Agreement between the Managers and Principal Adventurers of th« 
West India Company, made with the approbation of tJie High and 
Mighty Lords the States General. 

The States General or the UtiiteiJ Netherl^iiik, to all to whom these presents shaU 
he shown, greeting ; Know ye, that whereas it lias heen made to appear to us by cer- 
tain depuliflB of the Incorporated West India Company, of the chamber of Amster- 
dam, that they have been engaged in several ways, as well in the meeting of mana- 
gfira, as aUro frequently with their committees, to tho end that, in time, good order ajid 
government may be Diade and established among them, to tlie satisfaction of tho 
good mombers ; Chat they may the better and with more proliC speedily app!y them- 
selves to this work, and get Bubsequent matters into a. proper channel ; beseeching 
our approbation, that they, by the form of an amplifioation of their charter, or other- 
wise by framing an order of tha aforesaid particular chamber of AniBtordam, or in 
such manner as we in council shall think proper, and have presented eevcral things 
to us for that purpose, and that we, as before, should reeolve thereupon : we have 
thought fit to eend a copy thereof to the respective chambers of the West India Com- 
pany, that they should matnrely eiamine it, confer with the Principal Adventurers 
and Deputies, and to send some deputies of the principal adventurers to us, fully em- 
powered and authorized for this purpose, and whatever else may serve to promote so 
necessary a business, to meet In mutual conference, and go to agree practicably and 
Unally, with our approbation. And that a saitable number of deputies of the respec- 
tive chambers, the directors, and principal adventurers may meet for that purpose, 
and superintend (he following, — the induction and debates of our committees in their 
dilTerent conferences, communications, and deliberations ; and finally, that the mana- 
gers, directors, and principal adventurers, without prejudice to the provinces and 
respective cities, for promoting the West India bu^nees, have mutually agreed upon 
tlie follownig articles; 

I. That no alteraUon, extension, or interpretation of the charter or its dependen- 
cies, shall be desired by the manners nor principal adventurers, or any others, escept 
by a previous meeting and communication, and the approbation of a majority of the 
managers and principal adventurers who shall be present in that meeting. 

II. That m all meetings m which the managers and principal adventurers shall be 
engaged In business together, or the principal adventureis alone and without the man- 
agers, all nominations, deputations, and elections shall be made with one name at 
once, by putting tickets into the hands of the president, or in some other secret manner. 

III. That the company shall take up no money on interest or deposite, but with the 
advice and consent of the major part of the managers and principal adventurers : 
nevertheless, the respective chambers may, in case of necesaty, for one voyage only, 
each lake up the twentieth part of tlie capital of their chamber, and the sEud chamber 
shall not take up any more before that is paid oS. 

IV. That all account, mentioned in the 15th article, shall be drawn ont in the 
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style ot business, by the committee to be nominated by the principal adventurers, and 
admilled nnder oath in the time mentioned in the said 15th article, which oomuiittee 
shall report thereon only in gross to the other principal adventurers. And the said CHm- 
miltee shall be bound by an oath not to divulge, but to keep every thing secret which 
the managers must keep secret. They shall, moreover, bo under the prohibition made 
by the 31st article of the charter for the man;^rs, respecting buying and selling dur- 
ing the Ume of two years. 

V. That the said committee shall have, and exercise, for the principal adventurers, 
the right given and granted by article '27 to the agents: And, moreover, to osamiiie 
the books, invoices, and other documents, at their pleasure, and inspect merchaiidisG 
and letters concerning business. 

VL That the lirst two vacant places of the managers at Amsterdam, the two first 
of Zealand, and the lirst in the chamber of the Maeze, shall successively be supplied 
and filled up by the principal adventurers of the respective chambers absolute'y by 
plurality of voices, the elected being bound by the same oath with the other managers, 
and having administration as the other directors, aud shall be obliged to communicale 
to the principal adventurers what concerns them, to preserve their right in the said 
meetings of the managers, according 1o the situation of affiiirs, to call them together, 
and shall be specially bound to and revokable by the aforesaid principt^ adventurers, 
the rest of the directors remaining successively eligible by the respective Ghanibers ac- 
cording to the charter, or so as is already ordained, or shall be hereafter ordained jji 
theii respective provinces: And that byprovisian, two of the principal adventurers of 
each chamber of Amsterdam and Zealand respectively, and one of the chamber of the 
Maeze, shall be a committee, besides that mentioned in the foregoing article, to take care 
of their aforesaid right in the mean time, until one or two places stiall he vacant. 

VII. When the Nineteen shaU meet ti^lher, the principal adventurer of the 
chamber of Amsterdam shall choose one of the two managers or provisional commit- 
tee aforesaid, that he may be one of (he eight managers in the said meeting for the 
chamber of Amsterdam. In like manner the principal adventurers of Zealand shall 
choose one of the aforesaid two manageiH or provisional committee, by them absolutely- 
appointed, to be one of four mani^ers for their chamber in the meeting of Nuieteen. 
And the aforesaid principal adventurers, as well of the chamber of Amsterdam as of 
Zealand, shall each choose one of the sworn oommitteei mentimed Id articles 4 and 5, 

less, without that, those who are met shall have a separate vote. And that tho other 
chambers may know the cause of such meeting, (hose who are met of the chamber of 
Amsterdam shall communicate it to the principal adventarers of Nmtli Holland, and 
the city and country ; and those who are met of the chamber of Zealand shall advise 
those of the Maeze of the business of the aforesaid meeting, as far as it may bo com- 
municated. 

VIII. That hereafter no pereon shall be chosen q manager who is in the service of 
the East India Company : in like manner a father and son, or brothers, of the whole 
or half blood, shall not be chosen managerB in one chamber. And the managers 
shall receive no commissions until they give up their service in the other company. 

IX. Whereas it is necessary for the satisfaction of every one, that the tune of sub- 
scribing Co this company shall be prolonged, therefore the aforesaid subscription is pro- 
longed, — for inhabitants, to the last of August, and for foreigners, to (he last of Octo- 
ber neit, both new style, and it shall be made known by the advertisem^ite : aftei 

S2 
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that, no person rfiall be admitted, bat every chamber shall be obliged to close its capi- 
tal tbe first day after the last of October, and eight days thereafter to send a copy to 
each other ; provided, that the outfit which is got ready shall continue for the ubo of 
the company, and that those who have furnished money for others, or shall yet furnish 
it, shall receive uiterest therefor at the discreUon of the Nineteen. 

X. And concerning the general account mentioned In article 16 In the charter, and 
the changing of a third part of the directors in articio 14, to maintain good order and 
a general equality in all the chambers, it is found neceEsary that the said general ac- 
count be made, (six years from the date of the charter beginning the third of June, 
1631, new style,) according to the custom of trade, m public with the advice of the 
aforeEaid committee of the principal adventurers of the respective chambetfi, and so on 
successively every six years to make a like general account ; but the remainder of the 
accounts shall be deliberated upon, in order, by the meetmg of the Nineteen, to the 
end that the directors who go off may depart with clear accounta if it be practicable. 
And the fiist change of a third part of the directors shall he made sin years after the 
third of June, this year, 1693, and so on successively every two years, agreeable to 
the charter. 

XI. And that this company may be under good government to the greatest profit 
and satisfaction of all the participants, we have ordained that the same government 
ehall consist of five chambers of directors, — one within Amsterdam, who shall have the 
adiniaistration of four-ninth parts ; one chamber in Zealand, for two-nmlh parts ; one 
chamber in thp Maeze, for one-mnth part ; one chamber in the north quarter, for one- 
ninth part ; and the fiilh chamber in Vreeielandt, together with city and country, 
(Stadtpnde Landen,) also one-ninth part, upon condition entered in the register of out 
resolution and the acts passed : and the provinces in which there shall be no chamber, 
shall be accommodated with so many directors, divided among the respective cham- 
bers, as they shall furnish one hundred guilders to the company. 

And, XII. If any thing should happen from which lawsnils may arise to the dis- 
advantage of the company,- the du'eclors shall do all in their power to settle the mat- 
ter amicably, {if possible ;) If not, to communicate it to the principal adventurers, that 
they may act therein with common advice, in such manner as shall be found most to 
the advantage of the company. 

We having examined aitd considered the aforesaid article d be g dee us to 
promote onity and concord between the dlrectorH and princip II tnr re d the 
advancement of the West India Company, have, with the ad f th P m of 

Orange, thought fit to agree to, and approve of, and do hereby ag t d pp eve 
thereof, and direct that the same shall be punctually attended t and bs d bj the 
directors, members, and every person concerned therein. In the same manner as if 
they were inserted in the charter ; because we find them proper for the service of tha 
West India Company. 

Given under Our great seal, the rnbrie and signature of Our recorder, at the 

Hague, the one and twentieth of Jane, Sixteen hundred and twenty-three. 

It was countersigned, 

N, VAN BOUCKHORST, Vt. 

Underneath was written. 

The ordinance of the High and Mighty Lords the Stales General. 

(Subscribed) C Aerbsen. 

It had a seal in red was, pendent by a white silk string. 
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Names of the Lards Directors who have served the Company froi 
beginning to the end of the year 1636. 



/n lAe Amslerdam Chi 
De Heeren — Jacob Gerrltsz. Haiug, Bi 



nier. 



gomaster, 

JonBs WitBz,, Burgomaster, 

Jan GyabertBi. de Vriee, Sohepeu, 

Jacob Pieterai. Hoog-Camer, 

Albaert Coenraete Burgh, Schepen, 

Adriaen Krani-hout, 

Reynier Reael, 

ComeliB Bicker, 

Joris Adriaensz, 

Hendriek Haniol, 

Picter Beltens, 

Elias Pels, 

Guilbam Bartilotti, 

Samuel Godyn, 

Heudiih Broen, 

Goramer SpraDger, 

Samuel Blommaert, 

Hatia van der Merckt, 

Rombout Jaeotez. 

Eduard Becker, 

Guillauni van Everwyn, on behalf of 
Gelderiajidt, 

MafheuB Joyen, on behalf of Haerleni, 
I behalf 
}■ of 

Lcyden, 
1 on behalf of 
> the Province 
S ef Utrecht, 



WUIem van Moerbergh- j 

en, Schepen, 
Joannes de Laet, 
Johan UytCewael, 
Oliver Uyltenhove, 



Hemart, on b«half of De- 

a Rensselaer, ) Principal 
> partner di 

der Does, Schepen, 



MnjcUH van Valckenbur^, 

Carel Looten, Principal partner direefor. 

Michiel Pauw, Lord of AchUenhoven, 

Jaques de la Myne, 

Jehan Graa, 

Abraham Oyens, 

Warner Ernst van BasBen, Schepeii, 

Pieter Everti HulK, 

Willem Bruyn, 

Dirck Comelisz. van Sn'anetiburgh, on 

behalf of Utrecht, 
Johan van Hanng-houck, 
Nicolaes van SiUerich, 
Matthias van Ceulen, Principal partner 

director. 
Toussain Blanche, 
Abraham Spiers, 
Jaqiiea Beurae, 
Marcus de Vogelaar, 
Daniel van Lieberghen, 
Jacob Reepe-maker, 
Jehan Raye, Principal partuer direc- 

Gysbert van Hemart, on behalf of De- 

PieterJanai. Blaeuwen-haen.on behalf 

of Deventer, 
MatheuedePauw, on behalf of Utrecht, 
Pieter Varleth, on behalf of Ulrecht, 
Cornells van WyckBtalool, " 

Dirck van Helsdingh, " 

Jacob do Key, on behalf of Haarlem, 
Mr. Jacob van Broeckhoven, on behalf 

of Leyden, 
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Mr. Jehan Panhuysen, on behalf of 

Johan Weiitolt Bartels, ou behalf of 

Gelderiandt, 
Eduaid Man, 



Ferdinando Schiiylenbargh, 
Frederick do Vries, 
Johan Bartringh, 
Johan van Gheel, 
Abraham de Visscher. 



Ae HeeKO — Joob v 

ghen, Burgomi 
Mr. Syraon Scho 
Rogier Cobbert, 

gi.™, 

Antoiiio Godyn, 
Pieter Beurdt, 



Oa behalf of the Zealand Chamb, 



'-Ion behalf 
[ of Mid- 
J dolburg. 



I behalf of VliesiD- 



>n behalf of Mld- 
delhurgh. 



Adrie 



e Ketelaer, on behalf of Vila- 



Biughen 



lialf of 



Abraham Droogh-broodt, 

Middelburgh, 
Adriaen Velters, on behalf of Ter-Veere, 
Pieter Muenie, 1 on behalf of Mid- 

Galeyn ten Haetf, ( delburgh, 

Willem Snellen, on behalf of VisEinghen, 
Jeremias Waelens, on behalf of Thoo- 

Pieter Bnadaen Conrlen, on behalf of 

Middelbttrgh, 
Mr. Job Forrenaer, on behalf of Vli^in- 

ghen, 
Pieter van E^n J P™«ip»l P^'^f 
, ,, ,, > director on behalf 

Jan Veimx, ^ „f MJddelburgh, 

ChriBtoffel Barenla, on behalf of Ter- 

Verre, 



Mr. Symon van Beaumont, 
Jean van der Foorten, 
Woulter Teunemans, 
Jan de Moor, 
Abraham van Pero, 
Bouwen Meissen Schol, 
Jehan van der Merckt, 
ComeliB Coornne, 
Cornelia Claesi Elfadyck, 
Pieter van der Velde, 
Jehan Gysseliiigh, 
Abraham BcBECbop, 
Fieter Joosten Duyvelaer, 
Steven Becker, 
Fieter Aileman, 



Hendrik Liens, 

Pauwels JauEZ, SerooBkercke, 



De Heeren — Cornelia v 
Mr. Jacob de Witte, 
Michiel Pomp^, 
is Nicolay, 



On behalf of ike Maezt Chamber, 

At DordTccht. 

■an Terensteyn, Dirck van der Hasgho, 

Johan van der Mast, 
Arendl Martens, 
RoelofF Francken, 



Wynandt Jansi. Rutgers, 



De Heeren— Phflipa Doublet, 
Hendrik van Milligem, 
Jacob Iloghenhoech, 



ComeliB van Beveren, 

At Delft. 

Adriaen van der Goes, 
Adriaen Pietenons, 
Mr. Johan de Voochl, 
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De Heeren— Coma. Claesi. \ 
Jacob Veilhuysen, 
Dirck Pieleisz. van Veen, 
Henrick Nobel, 
Johan Robberts, 



At RotttTdam. 
n Driel, Hendrik vi 



len van der DusBO, 
h Hairwyck. 



On behalf of the North Qua 



Db Heeren—Jr. Flom van Tey- 

bughen, Burgomaster, 

Gerrit Jansi, van der Nieuw- 

burgb, Burgomaster, 
Pieter WiUemsz. Kessel, 



Olfert Barents, 
Jr. Johan van For, 
Claaa Willen 



rap, Burgo- , 



Fredrick Broekcr, 
Gerrit Jaoobsi. Trompel, Bur- 
gomaster, 
Comelis Fictersz. Lantman, 

Burgomaatar, 
Jacob Menten, 
Fieter Hardebol, 
Boudewyu Heynsz. i^^^, 
Jacob Fieter Mienses, (ofEdam. 
Claes SymouBZ. Dolpliyn, on beliair of 
Monnickendam, 

n Dircksz. Everhardt, 

11 tH>half 
of Mp- 
i^iibhck. 



Adriaen Cornelisz. Sohaghen, of Alk- 

Jacob Volckerti, of Enkhuysen, 
Cornelia SweetBez, of Enkhnyson, 
Fieter Huygh, of Eukhuyaeii, 
Fieter Claeez. Teroghs, of Edam, 
Jan van Neck, Burgomaster at Hoori). 
Symoii Maertsi. Lievens, Burgomaster 

at Medenbiick, 
Dirck Codde van der Bui^h, at Enkhuy- 

Peler Panw, of Alemaer, 

Fleler Dirckaz. Ben, Burgomaster at 

Hoorn, 
Dr. Johan Gerritst Juel, of Hoorn, 
Mr, Alien de Groot, of Hoorn. 
Mr. Pauwels Swanenbiitgh, of Alc- 



Fieter Vannuigbs, Bui^o- 



Martm Boudewynsz., Burgomaster 

Comeba Mathj-sz. Sobaghen, Bui^ 

master of Medenbiick, 
ClaeeJacobsz. Rocb.of Hoorn, 
Jan Jansz. Sus, of Hoorn, 



Dirck Wdlemsz. Everhart, of Meden- 
biick, 

Kasker Comelisz. Schaghen, of Meden- 
bbck, 

Jacob Schaghen HoogblandC, 

Dirck Jacobaz. Hagben, of Monnicken- 



On behalf of the Chamber of Stadt en Landei 

De Heeren — Jochim Altingh, Burgomaster, Hugo van Nyeveen, 

Jr. Johan Seckinghe, Jr. Albert Condors, 

Jr. Onno Tamminga, Fieter Isebranls, Councillor, 

Jr. Rem! Rengera, Jr. Sygert Sy^ers, 
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Jr. Edzard Jacob Clandl, 
Jr. DidBrich Scharff, 
Bartoldt Wickeringhe, Couueillor, 
Jr. Chiietofier van EiiSBum, 
Hillebrandt Gmys, Councillor, 
Albert Wyfiink, Councillor, 
Jooet van Cleve, Councillor, 
Nicolana Muleriua, Fiofeesor, 
Heer Willem van Vyrssen, 
Heer Barenl Jansz., 



Handrick R j n 

Jr. Ren pi J n a 
Jr.JohanH kn 
Jr. Bare t C d la 
Heer F I k rt F I k rlsi 
Bernha d Jul ngh B rg master, 
Jr. Lambert van Storkenburgb, 
Heer Tobias Iddekingha, 
Fietei Eysainghe, Bnrgomastor, 
Edzaid Rengera, Councillor, 



Heudrick Schonenburgh, Councillor Jr. Evert Leeuwe. 
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Capt. Mason's hetter to \Mt. Secretary Cokt ?] relative to the Duti-.k j-i 
New Netkerland, 2d April, 1632, 

RiGiiT HoNOEAnLE— In y* yeareof o' Lord God 1G31, or thereabouts, certains 
Hollanders were upon the coaat of New England, tradeiiig w* y« Indiana, betwixt 
Cape Codd and Buy de la Warre, in 40 degrees of northerly latitude, being a parte of 
that country which was granted to Sir Walter Rawleigh by Queene Ehiabeth, in anno 
1584, and afterwards to diverse of their subjects, under y* title of Virginia ; which 
countrey waa ditided by agreement of y^ Virginia Compny, and the Northeast parte 
thereof confirmed afterward by King James, m anno 1606, to y" President and Conn- 
Bell for ye plantations there, which have beene settled in Vhginia on y= one hand to 
the westwards, now about fortie yeares, and in New England on the olber hand, lo 
y* eastward, above 25 yoares since. The sayd Hollaiidera as interlopers fell into 
ye middle betwixt the sayd plantations, and at their returne of their voyage aforesayd, 
published a mapp in y» Low Countries of y* sayd sea coaste oomp'hended betwixt 
Virginia and Cape Codd, undr y" t}i;le of New Netherlands, giveing y^ name of the 
Prince of Aurange to the countiie and river of Manahata, where y« Dutch are now 
planted, (which sayd countrey was many yeares before discovered by the English- 
men in their voyages lo Virginia,) and giveing other Dutch names to other places to 
y8 eastward of ys aayd Manahata River, as fart as Cape Codd, all vr^ had beene for- 
meriy discovered and traded unio diverse tymes by aev'all Englishmen, as may be 
proved. And S' Samuell Argall, Kn' w^i many English planters were p'pareinj l/i 
goe and sitt downe in his lotC of land upon y* sayd Manahata River, at the same 
tyme when the Dutch intruded, wi* caused a demuire in their p'oeeding until King 
Jamea, upon complaint of my lord of Arundell wh S' Ferdinando Gorges, Kn' and 
y8 S' Samuell Argall, (form'ly Gov. of Virgmia,) and Capt. John Mason, of y« sayd 
Dutch intruders in ano 1691, had, by his Ma'i« order a Ire* lo y= sayd Lord of 
Dorchester, then ambassador at y* Hague, quesUoned the States of ye Low Countries 
for that matter. Which y' Lords y" States by answer, (as I take it,) of then ambas- 
sador Sit Nowell Carronns, did disclayme, disavowing any such act that was done by 
then people, w'^ their authority, w**" my Lord Amndoll and, I thinke, y* Lord Balti- 
more, {then- Secretary of Slate,) doe remember, and Si Ferdinando Gorges and Captaiiie 
Mason can wilnesse the same. Neverthelesse y* yeare following, w"'' (as I take it) 
was 1622, the aayd Dutch, under a pretended authority from y* West India Company 
of Holland, maintayned as (hey sayd by commission from y^ sayd Prince of Aurange. 
did retume to y* foresayd rivor of Manahata and made plantation there, fortilyin? 
Ihemselvea there in two aeverall places, and have built shipps there, whereof one was 
sent into Holland of 600 tmines or thereabouts. And albeit they wore warned by >" 

• Those Ires of ye Lords doe hf are d»Ie Ihe IS of December, ISJl. 
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English planlafion at New Flymoulh to forbsare trade, and not to make any settie- 
iiieiit in tboee partes, letting them know that they were the territories of y King of 
EnfTlitnd, yott nsv'theless with proude and contumacioUB answers, (saying they had 
conuniasion to iight against such as should disturbe their settlentent,) they did persist to 
plant and trade, vilefymg o' nation to the Ii:dlans, and extolling theii owne people and 
countrye of Holland, and liave made sundry good returnes of commodities from thence 
into Holland, especially this yeare they have returned {as it is reported) 15,000 heaver 
okynnes, besides other commoditiee. 

Yo' Ho" honiUe servant, 
(Signed) Jhon Mason. 

April 2, lesa. 



StT Ferdinando Gorges to Capt. Mason, about an expedition on the 
Dutch. 6 April, 1633. 

(Load. Doc. L, 50-53.) 

SiK — On ThniGday lught I received youre of the 30th March, by v^'^ I nndeistand 
howe you have p'ceeded against those of the Dutch plantucon. I am glade the bnsi- 
iitss is before the Lords. I hope they will not bee over hasty in conctu^ng a business 
of that nature, conadering howe much it concerns both the honor of the kinge and 
State to make good the interest they have therein. You shal boo aseured I will not 
p'lraet any time of my comeing upp, butt I must acquaint you with an unhappy acci- 
dent that befell me the same day I received yours. For haveing bene with my Lord 
Fawlett, and divers others of my private friends att a horse race, I to<^ a fall from 
my horse, and am now in soe much eitremitie of paine, as I am not able to movo or 
etir but as I am helped by maine strength of mysVauntea ; notwithstandiag, by God's 
favor, I hope to bee w'^ you in very shorte time, what shifte soever I make to Iravell. 
1 am sorry to heere you are soe poorely seconded in a matter soo just and honU". I 
conceive you may have from Mr. Shirly a coppy of that w^ came to my hands from 
those of New Plymouth, wlh more p'ticulars than eame to mee. Itt may please you 
that hce may bee spoken w"' about it. 1 doubt not but att my comings I shall bee 
able lo give both hia MaW and the Lords sufficient satisfacion for tofortefielhe juslify- 
mge, (not the stay of the shippe onely,) but to prosecute their displanting from tliencc. 
And that wf li is now to bee desired is that wee may bee heard to speake before ought bee 
dons for the shipps dispatch. I hope you will make some shifle U> sends away the horses 
1 sent you before the receiplH of Mr. Eyres' lo the contrary, for I knowo they wilbee 
of more service and worth then any you will serve yourselves w'l" all att the islands : 
tesides lieere is noe shipping that goes from hence ttU lowarde the winter quarter ; but 
what yoa doe betweene you shall please mee, though I desire eilreamlytliey may goe 
att this pressat, thoughe it were wholly on my owne accompte for their transportation w"" 
the horses. Lett this suiSee I pray you for this present, for that my paine will suffer 
mee lo say noe more alt this time, save only I brseech you to remember my hum- 
ble service to my Lord Marshall, and to lett \us honor knowe the misfortune that 
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telayneB mn from ettendlng his Lopp : soe aoane as my harle desires, and ooe much 
yoQ may bee pleased to Lett my Lord of Warwick knowe in like manner, w^li the 
remembrance of my service to hie Lopp; beseeching hira not to be alaeke wherein 
you kiiowo his helpe may further the best wee shall gaine thereby wilbee the know- 
ledge of what may bee eipected from him hereafter ; and BOe I committ you lo 
God, and rest 

Your msnred loving friend, 

(Signed) Ferd: GoHOEa. 
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Report and Advice on the condition of New Netherland, drawn ap from 
documents and papers placed by commission of the Assembly of the 
XIX., dated 15th Dec, 1644, in the hands of the General tJaamoer of 
Accounts, to examine the same, make a digest thereof, and to advise the 
Assembly how the decay there can be prevented, the population increas- 
ed, agriculture advanced, and that country ickally improued for the 
benefit of the company. 

New Netherland, situate in America between English Virginia and Now Eng- 
land, extending from the South River, lying in 38i^ degrees, to Cape Malabar, in the 
latitude of 414 degrees, was first frequented by the inhahitantB of this eeantry in 
the year 1598, and especially by those of the Greenland company, but without mak- 
ing any filed eettlemeiile, only as n shelter in the winter. For whieh purpose they 
erected there two little forts on the South and North Rivers against the incuisions of 
the Indians. A charter was afterwards, on the Ilth October, 1614, granted by their 
High Mightinesses to Gerrlt Jacobsz. Wittsen, ancient burgomaster of the city of 
Amsterdam, Jonaa Wittaz., Symon Morrissen, Lambert van Tweenhuysen, Weasel 
Schenck, and associates, all inhabitants of these countries, to trade exclusively to the 
newly-discovered lands, now called New Netherland, situate in America, between 
New FcancB and Virginia ; lo sail thereto exclusively for the term of three years, 
without any other persona being allowed to sail out of this country to, or frequent 
that place during that ^me, on pain of confiscation of ships and goods, and a. fine of 
fifty thousand Netherlands ducats. 

In the years 1633 and 1CS3, the West India Company took possession, hy virtue 
□r their charter, of the soid country, and conveyed thither in their ship, the New 
Netherlands, divers colonists under the directorship of ComeUs Jacobaz. Mey and 
Adriaen Jorisi. Thienpoint, Which directors built, in the year 1624, Fort Orange on 
the North River, and Fort Nassau on the South River, and after that, in 1696, Fort 
Amsterdam on the Maidiattes, in all of which garrisons were continually maintained 
by the company, and trade prosecuted in those several districts with yachts, sloops, 
auc! otlier craft- In the year 1639, the Freedoms and Exemptions conceded by Uie 
Noble Assembly of the Nineteen, mere published with the approbation of their High 
MigbtuiesBes. Divers Patroona and colonists resorted thither thereupon, and endeav- 
ored to advance agriculture and population. For further security, the Fort Good 
Hope was also erected, in 1633, on the Fresh River. But population did not experi- 
ence any special increase until the year 1639, when the fur-trade with (ho Indians, 
wliich theretofore was reserved to the company, was thrown free and open to every- 
body ; at which time llie inhabitants there resident not only spread themselves far 
and wide, but new colonists came Ibillier from FatheriancI, and the neighboring Eng- 
lish, as well from Vit^inia as from New England, renwved imder us. So that in 
place of seven bouwcries, full thirty were planted, and full fl»e "huudred more ex- 
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pected In a ehort time from the plantations which were lak^ii up. There was every 
appearance, in adJition, that in two or three years' time provisions could be rurniiiheiii 
fur ten thousand men. 

Although the hope was nov entertained, that by Buoh means the conr{uered prov- 

free trade was the cause of the said ruin. Firstly, the colonists thereby, with a view, 
each to push forward his own advantage, separated themselyes from one another and 
settled far in the interior of the country, the better lo drive trade With the Indians 
whom they thenceforward sought to allure lo their houses with excessive fam lianty 
and treating ; whereby they brou^t themselves into contempt among the Ind ani 
who, not having been alwaya treated alike, made this Che cause ot enmity Second 
ly, in consequence of their proximity to the Indians, whose lands lay unfenced the 
cattle belonging to our people, straying without herdsmen, seriously damaged the com 
or maize of (he savages. This occasioned much complaint, and no redress following, 
they revenged themselves, killing the oattie and even the horses. Thirdly, nut only 
the colonists, but also the free-traders proceeding from this country in consequence of 
tlie large proHls, traded away with the Maquaas, arms for full four hundred men, 
such as muskets, powder and lead, which, having been refused to the other tribes, 
when demanded, augmented the hatred and the enmity among the latter. Fourthly, 
it happened that the Director, a few yeaia after, imposed a contribution of maiza on 
the Indians, whereby these were totally estranged from us. 

Hence arose various threats and injurious rencontres, which finally broiio out into 
acts of hostility, so that first the Raritan Indians attempted to make way with one of 
our sloops, and afterwards killed some hi^ on Staten Island ', whereupon the Direc- 
tor dispatched eighty soldiers thither to avenge this, who burned their corn and killed 
three or four of their people, lioth sides then desisted from further proceedings. 

It f#ther happened that a Wechquaeskeeck savage murdered, about the year 1640, 
an oid man with an axe, in his own house, for which, havuig received no satiefaclion 
from tho tribe, the resolution was taken afterwards, in the year 1 649, by Twelve Men 
chosen from the commonalty, to revenge the murder by open war ; but nothing was 
done at the time in consequence of missing the enemy, who. observing what was de- 
signed against them, sued for peace. 

Some time afterwards the Hackingsack Indians deiugnedly shot witii an arrow a 
Dutchman sitting on the roof of a house, which he was covering. The commonalty 
were very much troubled at this, dreading the occurrence of more such acts. And 
while satisfaction was being sought by the Director for this, without success, God 
seemed to have taken vengeance on the Weehquaeskeecks, through the Moheean 
Indians, who, overtaking them, slauglitered full seventy of them, and led many wo- 
men and children away prisoners. This obliged the remainder to fly to our people to 
liie Manhattans, where they were received into the hounes, and fed by the Director 
during fourteen days. Shortly after this they were seized with anotlier fright. They 
fled with the Hackingsax, full a tliousatid strong in tho neighborhood of the fort, and 
over the liver of Pavonia. Some of the Twelve Men Imving noticed this, tlie Di- 
rector, at the request of three of these, namely, of Jan Jaudz. Damon, Abraham 
Planck, and Maryn Adriaensz., who rigned in the name of all tlieir bean), autlior- 
ized an attack on the above-mentioned Indians, in the course of ibe night between 
tho STth and the SSth of February, 1643, by a i>arly of soldiers and burghers, who, 
with cruel tyranny, slew eighty of them, and took tjiirly prisoners. Ani although 
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the commonalty protested against tlio Director and th« aforesaid tlireo peraons on 
account of these hasty and aevere proceedings, as having taken place witliout their 
knowledge or consent, thoy were, notwithstanding, obliged lo declEire open war 
against full elcTsn tribes of Indians, who rose up in arms on that account. The con- 
sequence was, that about one thousand of these, and many soldiers and colonists he- 
longing to us, wero killed. All the bouworica almost were moreover destroyed, so 
that only throe remained on the Manhattes, and two on Staten Island, and the greater 
part of the cattle was destroyed. Whatever remained of these were obliged to be 
kept in a very small enclosure, except in Renselaer'a colonie, situate on the North 
River, in the neighborhood of Fort Orange, which experienced no trouble, and enjoy- 
ed peace, becauae they continued to sell fire-arms and powder to the Indiana, even 
during the war againat ua. 

The company thus experienced the greatest loss and doatrnctlon, both by the con- 
sumption of th^r ammunition, and ready money expended in the purchasing this at a 
dear rato, as well aa by reinforcing ^e garrison by the enlistuig of as many English- 
men as could be hired in that country, fifty of whom the colonists solemnly engaged 
to pay, but the payment not having followed, it remained as a charge on the compa- 
ny. Those indebted to the company were hereby finally reduced to such a stale, 
that they had no means to pay their debts. 

To remedy this great decay, various suggestions were propoasd by the Director 
and Commonalty : 

Firstly, Uiat to rcEtore peace and quiet throughout the country, the Indians, who 
wi^ed war against ua, should, by force of arma, be utterly destroyed and exterminated. 
The Director demanded for that purpoae, one hundred and fifty soldiers, armed with 
arquebuses and coats of mail, and provided with auffioiont munitions of war, as ho 
estimated the numbers of the Indiaiis, our enemies, not to be above tliree hundred 
strong. The Commonalty, maintaining their force to be some thousands strong, con- 
sidered their extermination impossible, and were of opinion that it would be wiser to 
establish umversal quiet by a general peace. Of this they have but little hope, so long 
as the present administration remams there, because the Indians will no way be 
pacified, as they Uiemselves declare lo some of oura, until the Director be re- 
moved ; for their daily cry everywhere is — ■Wouter, Wouter, — meaning Wouter van 
Twiller, 

Secondly, in order to prevent future warSj the colonists should be settled in a proper 
situation, neat to each other, so being brought everywhere into villages and towns, 
they would be in better circumstances, in time of need, for self-defence. Thus being 
separated from the Indians, the cattle would not causa any injury to the crops of tho 
Indians, whereby, heretofore, trouble has frequently arisen ; and too great familiarity 
with the savages avoided, none of these being employed in domestic service. 

Thirdly, for better defence againat Bnemiea, and to ensure respect from neighbors, 
that it would be advisable lo construct, of stone. Fort Amsterdam, which is now in 
such a state of decay, that men, without using tho gate, pass over the walls. This, 
according to the estimate of the Director, would cost but from twenty to twenty-five 
thousand guilders. 

Fourthly, that the boundaries between the English and our nation, should be ar- 
ranged by the crown of England and this state, so that all difficulties with the former 
peopie may be prevented. Whereas the Fresh River has been usurped by them since the 
year 1633, notwilhalauduig the company had previously taken posaeapion of the whole 
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tliereof, and on the 8th June, anno 1633, when no Englishmen had ever been on, or 
in the neighborhood of that river, had pnrohaaed twenty miles of territory from the 
Indians, and erected Fort Good Hope thereupon, and maintained possession of It 
with our people. After which, namely, on the 16th September, the English first 
came from New Plymouth and Matliuscs Bay before the said fort, and declared that 
they would erect a house throe miles above (he same. The commissary redding 
there, opposed this so long as he could, but was forced to permit the same, according 
to instructions, under protest In the mean time, sundry letters, protests, and sum- 
mons, passed on both sides between their governor and our director. It finally cume 
to pass, that they arrived on the above-mentioned river in the years 1635 and 1636, 
with numbers of families and cattle, establishing themselves there, lar and near, even 
on the land situate around and by our fort, and belonging to ns. Which land they 
have divided among themselves, endeavoring to prescribe lavra to os, because they 
having built a house or two at the mouth of the river, pretended thereby to have the 
key thereof. 

Kfthly, that it would be advisable for the baneiit of that country all around, to 
facilitate emigration to New Netherland, as has been done heretofore for a long time, 
or at least to credit the emigrants for a time, in order to allure colonists thither, and 
afterwards to introduce a conslderabte number of farm-servants and nogroes into the 
country^ through whose labor agriculture would be so much promoted, that a large 
quantity of provisions could be transported thence to Brazil. 

Sixthly, that a rendezvous for vessels of war should also be established in New 
Netherland, which is better adapted than the island of Curasoa, in conse<iuence of 
the abundance of provisions and building-timber there ; besides, that men can pro- 
ceed thence safer and quicker to all the points in the West Indies, and discover the 
designs of the enemy. 

Seventhly, that it would be profitable for the company to keep a woll-fumished 
store and cellar there, from which the inhabitants around could be ai:commodated at a 
certain reasonable price, for money or produce, which will otherwise be overvalued 
and exhausted through private traders. But as private individuals have been permit- 
ted to carry on trade, let their imported wares be fixed at a certain price. 

Finally, it is proposed by them, that the council be composed of jour to five peteons, 
in order lo maintain justice and the authority of the company, together with the re- 
spect of neighbors. 

From all which 'lis to be seen into what confusion and ruin New Netherland is now 
fallen, such being caused by the rash undertaking of so unnecessary a war, without 
the knowledge, much hue the order of the Nineteen, and against the will of the Com- 
monalty there — besides what excessive expense ia now required from the company 
both for succor and redress. There does not seem thai any apparent profit can be 
expected from there for some years. On the contrary, it is found by the company's 
books in the Department at Amsterdam, that in place of being a source of profil, this 
district of New Netherland has cost the company from the year 1626 to the year 
1644 inclusive, over 550,000 guilders, deducting the relums wiiich have been received 
from there. It would, therefore, be worthy of consideration if it would not be better 
for the company to rid themselves, by the abandonment of New Netherland, of such 
heavy expenses altogether, than by retaining it, to continue them. 

But inasmuch as the company has promised, in its conceded Freedoms, to take all 
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them against all mtemal wars ; and m ihe impriivement or matters by good manage- 
ment here, and better direction there, is not beyond hope, so tiiat this place may be 
maintained in the first instance with small proht, or at least without loss, it is tlierefora 
oor opinion, under favor, that the company cannot decently or coiieiEtently abuu- 

In order to introduce such regalalion and improvement, we submit to the conside- 
ration of the Noble Assembly the foUowmg points ;— 

FirKtty, The establishment of the boundaries with the English should speedily and 
first of all be agreed upon, for it is found that they, inconsequence of their great popu- 
lation, usurp daily more of our territory. This being first settled, it bIiouIU be condi- 
tioned, that the English who find themsolves in our district, or should come in there, 
hihoiild be subject (o our government, aiid not be acknowledged otherwise than as 
original subjects. 

Secondly, The cotlutry should be brought, in every respect, into peace and quiet- 
ness ; and the advice of the present Director utterly to exlerramale all enemies by 
force, by no means be adopted, not only because such is impracticable and unchris- 
tian, but it would bo injurious to the company, necessilating, as it would, so heavy an 
expenditure on BO uncertain an event, and so little appearance of profit. It would not 
bo impolitic, therefore, to adopt the advice of the Commonalty, and to endeavor by all 
means to appease and satisfy the Indians, and to order hither the Director and coun- 
cil, who are responsible for that bloody exploit of the SSth February, 1643, to justify 
and vuidicalB their administration before the Noble Assembly of the Nineteen, In 
place of whom a person should be sent back as Director, sufficiently qualified to pro- 
mote the interests of the company and the prosperity of the commonalty on the one 
hand, and In maintain on the other good correspondence with the neighboring people, 
especially with the Indians. 

Thirdly, It would be advisable to cany into eflecl and to execute the proposition of 
the Director previously alluded to — that the colonists should settle on some of the best 
adapted places with a certain number of householders, in the manner of towns, vil- 
lages, and hamlets, as the English are in the habit of doing ; they thereby will live 
more secure, according to the intention of the company in the granting of the printed 
freedoms and the amplification thereof. 

Fourthly, It shall be necessary, first of all, to hasten the repairs of the fort, aud we 

with good clay, and firm sods. The soldiers should bo urged thereto by some presents, 
and obliged to keep it for the future in continual repair. The Director should bo 
strictly r-ommanded to lake good care of this. 

Fifthly, We consider, under favor, that for the security of the aforesaid fort, and as 
elsewhere required, the persons specified in the annexed list should be eulficient, an 
such allowances, as there, moreover, drawu out — adding thereto that the colonists and 
their servants should be bound, under certain penalties, to provide themselves with 
good fire-arms and other weapons for self-defence ; and to secure themselves in time 
of need, independent of the garrison, against a general attack, without the Director, 
oolonisls, or whosoever it might be, being permitted lo hire any soldiers, be they few 
or many, at the company's expense. 

Sixthly, A council should be tistablished there. Consisting of three persons ; namely, 
the Director as president ; the Second and the Fiscaul as cotmcillora adjunct. 
Through which council all chscb arising nlating to the police, justice, dignity, aud 
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righto of tho company should be treated and administ d \\ th tl d rat d g 
neverthelesB, that tho Commander Bhould take the pi f th t al m ul 

matters, with the addition moreover of two capabl pers f m th ra (ly 

Further, ae by the aSth article of the FrsBdoma, the pe t 1 es II d 

to delegate one or two persons to inform at least, on ; ar tt D d 

oil of the elate and condition of their colonie, bo are we of oiBnion that the said dele- 
gates should moreover asaemblo every sii months, at the summons of Ihe Director and 
council, for mutual good nndoratanding and the common advancement of tJie welfare 
of the inhabitants ; besides to assist in advising the same upon all atfaira relating to the 
welfare of their colonies, the preservation of peace with the Indians and neighboring 
people, the maintenance of tlie Freedom siid privileges, and the redress of alt abuses, 
bEsidos the maintenance of the statutes and the lavre ; bearing in mind, always, that 
throughout the whole of that land the Amsterdam measure, ell, and weight shall bo 
used. 

Seventhly, It must be especially attended to that the population and oultivalion of 
Che country should be strengthened. It would be serviceable thereto to facilitate, as 
much as possible, the emigration of the colonists and freemen who intend to proceed 
thither to settle there, and to cause them to establish themselves, first of all, on the 
island of Manhattans ; allowing them as much land as tliey were able to cultivate, 
whether in planting of tobacco, for which that island being very fertile is considered 
weQ adapted ; or of gridn or other crops, from wluch they may expect to derive the 
largest profit. 

And for the advancement of the reclaiming of the country, it would be wise to ' 
allow, at the request of the Patroona, colonists, and other ^rmeis, the introducUan 
from Brazil there, of as many negroes as they would be willing to pay for at a fair 

farm-servants, which must be hired hero with a great deal of money and much prom- 
ises to be sent thither. 

Eighthly, To increase the population etill moro, we would advise, that it would be 
best to reserve the Indian trade exclusively to tiie Paliooiis, colonists, and free farm- 
ers residing there, without permiting any licensed traders to trade in any manner with 
the said Indians ; hut to he satisfied to exchange their cargoes with the free inhai^t- 
auts for peltries, tobacco, wheat, and other produce of tho country. But it should bo 
absolutely forbidden, that either the freemen »hould sell to the Indians, or the licensed 
traders to the freemen, any arms or munitions of war, on pain of a heavy punisiunent 
to be inflicted therefor, lest the Indians, being strengthened thereby, may hereafter 
be encouraged to do us more injury than they can now, in then' unpotency, inflict. 
But it shall be obligatory on the freemen to be provided, each witli a good musket 
and side-arms for self-defeneo, as abeady mentioned in tho 5th point. An inspec- 
tion thereof shall be had by the Director every six months. 

And in order to oncoun^ the good people of New Netherland the more, the No- 
ble Assembly of the Nineteen should, under iavor, conader if it would not be advan- 
tageous and beneficial to the conquered pi-ovince, to allow the Palroons and colonists, 
there resident, to export their produce to the Braiils, under proper recognitions and, 
tolls, as there are there flour, oatmeal, peas, beans, pipe-staves, planks, square timber, 
and other wood fit for ship and honse •building. Also to encourage the fisheries there 
around, that they and no other persons should be permitted to salt and preserve the 
fish and caviare which can he cuuglit there, to sell the s^me nt the Recift; [Pernaiu- 



dbyGoogle 



424 APPENDIX. 

buco ;] and that it should aluo be allowed, that the New Netliedandeis should take 
Halt on the Braiil coast around Siara, or in the West Indiee, for the purpose ofeaKing 
wet and dry fish ; and to erei^t salt-pans in New Netherland to letine the same, and 
to render it til to use as fine salt with fish and meal. And, arriving at Brazil, that 
they shall be bound to deliver all into the company'a store, and on paymsnt of the 
proper duties and tolls, whether in money or specie, to dispose of the same without 
exporting any money thence, but (o talte as a return cargo, staves, sugar, confection- 
ary, gmger, tobacco, cotton, and other country produce, with proper entries tl 
both as to quantity and quality ; and therewith to sail straight to New Netherland, 
without louching at any port, while on the way, to barter or to sell any part tl 
under any pretext whatsoever. Wherefore they should receive on the part 
company a supercargo, to make a report of the whole to the company, and 
turn in the next ship from New Netherland to the BrEizil. And as all further i 
^ing mast be prevented, the skippers must be obligated (on pain of loss of ship and 
goods) after being visited at the Rnciff,* to touch at Paraiba, to be there visited 
again on the part of the company 

Which trade being thus adjusted, it shall not be necessary for the company to be 
burdened with any equipages, or purchases of cargoes, and thereby be relieved from 
numerous servants required therefor The garrison being established to board them- 
selves, they will be amply provided therein, and with other neoeesaries, by the freemen 
and inhabitants there. 

But in order to furnish the expenses which the company have to defray for (he 
support of thai garrison and other servants, it will be necessary that the receipts of 
the recognitions, lolls, and other duties, as well on the exported as on the imported 
goods, already ratablished and hereafter to be imposed, should be sharply attended to ; 
whereirom we think that the expenses to be met by (he company can be amply re- 
ceived, with the hope that the population increaHng, greater and more ample profits 
can be derived therefrom. 

* Nearly sonch of Periuimbnco cltj, between Ihe rivei Biblribe and the hb, a imall tongue of 
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Patent of Mespath, or Newtovm, L, I. 

(Tinnilaled from Bonk of Patenla GG., p, 19,] 

We, WiLLEM KiEPT, Director-geiieral, aud council of New Netheriand, foi and 
in behalf of the High and Mighty Lords, the Lords Stales General of the United 
Netheriand Provinces, his Highness the Prince of Orange, as well as the Most 
Noble Lords the Lords Directora of the General Privileged West India Company, To 
oil those who shall see these Letters, make known, that We have given and granted, 
as by these Presents We do give and grant, unto Francis Doughty and asBooiates, 
their heirs and aralgtis, in real, actual, and perpetual possession, all and every that 
certain parcel of land tutuate on Long Island, in this Province, with the pastures and 
whatever else it Includes, contiuning in superficies si;i thousand six hundred and sixty- 
six Dutch acres, or theresbouts, comprehended within four right lines, each two thou- 
sand Dutch perches long, the first whereof extends from the east angle of Hans Hans- 
Bony's (Jan Janseen's) meadow,dividing,accoTding to the creek, (he marsh into two 
unequal parts, unto (be plantation of Richard Britnal, and thence proceeds towards the 
northeast, pasrnig through the middle of the fresh marsh tn the rivulet surroiinding the 
couth patt of the lands of Henry the Farmer, [Henrici Agricelie,] and following the same 
even to its mouth: the other line, taking its origin from thence, bends towards the south- 
east according to the main hank, gouig along the same unto the other creek, [fluviolum,] 

eaid marsh, {from whence the aforesaid creek arises,) thence turns again towards the 
southeast, until it has gained (he length of two thousand Dutch perches ; the third 
line taking its rise from the end of the latter, tends towards (he west, of an equal 
length with the others; finally, the fourth running from the last-mentioned point 
towards the northwest, terminates at Ihe above-mentioned eastern angle of Hans 
HauHsony's meadow, at which angle a large stone is erected for the greater certainty 
of the boundaries ; 

With power to establish, in the aforesaid tract, a town or towns ; to erect a church 
or churches; to eiercise the Reformed Christian Religion and church disciplme, which 
they profess ; also, to administer, of right, high, low, and middle jurisdiction ; to decide 
civil suits no( exceeding fitly Dutch florins ; to impose definitively and without appeal 
in crimuial ma((erB, fines to an equal amount ; to pronounce the first sentence in other 
civil and criminal actions of greater moment, and to eiecule the same, subject, how- 
ever, to such eieeution being deferred, should an appeal be made to tlie supremo 
court of New Netheriand: Riially, to exercise all rights belonging to (he aforesaid 
jurisdiction, with power, moreover, to nominate some of theirs, and to present them (o 
the Director of New Netheriand, that a sufiiciejit number may he chosen from them 
lor political and juridical government: dither with (he right of hunting, fowling, 
fishing, and of trading, according to the immunities granted, and to be granted, to ths 
colonisls of this province, without any exception :— 
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Wherefore the aforesaid F. Doughty and his associates, their heirs and assigns, shall 
bo obligated, so long as they are in possession of the above-mentioned lanifei, lo ac- 
knowledge the aforesaid lords for their sorereigii Lords and PHtroons ; to pay, after 
the lapse of ten years, the tenth part of the produce of (he land, whether cultivated 
wilh the plough, hoe, or otherwise, orchards and hitch en -gardens, not exceeding one 
Dutch acre, excepted. Finally, lo uiBU no other standard than that of Holland ; and 
so as to avoid confusion, to use Dutch wei^ts, the Dutch ell and all other Dutch 

All which we promise, under the foregoing conditions uiviolahly to preserve, and 
bind our successors to the faithful observance of the same, by virtue of the commis- 
sion and supreme a nthority granted to us by the Most Mighty Prince of Orange, Gov- 
ernor of the United Belgic Provinces. Li tcstiniouy whereof, we have subscribed 
these presents wilh our own hand, and caused them to be countersigned by the Secre- 
tary of New Nelherland, and the seal of New Nelherland lo be affixed thereto. Given 
at Fort Amsterdam, on the island Manhattans, in New Netherland, in the vear 
1643, the asth of March. 

VVlLLEH KlEFT. 

By order of the Director and Council, 

CoRNELis vsN TiENHOVEN, Secretary. 
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The Rev. Mt. Doughty. 
[Ftom Vin der SouFk's VeiUngh van N. Ned^rlRndt.] 

" Tnis rniuiBter, Francjboui! Doughty, in the time of tho lirst troubles in England, 
CKiQe, in order to escape from them, to New England, and found himself out of the 
frying-pan in the fire. In order to bo able lo enjoy freedom of coDsoienCE, according 
to the Dutch Reforniatian, which he certainly mieeed in New England, he betook 
himself under the prolection of the Dutch; and an Bbsolula patent, with privileges for 
a colonie, was granted end conferred on him by the Director. He had reinforced 
himself now in one year with eome familiM, but iu ooneeqnenee of the breaking out of 
(he mar, they were all driven from their lands, with loss of some people, and (he de- 
Etruclian of much cattle, lusiiig for tiie most part all their bouses and whulever they 
possessed. After they had remained awhile, and consumed more thun they could col-> 
lect, they came to the Manhaltaua, where all the refugeefl resorted at the time, and 
Master Doughty was minister there. After (lie flames of war were spent, and peace 
was concluded, though in euch a way that nobody trusted much to it, some people re- 
turned to their lands. The Director perceived clearly that this man would have liked, 
were every thing well settled, 10 have gone back also to his land. But inasmuch as 
the peace was doubtful, and Master Doughty had nothing wherewith to make a, com- 
mencement, he was not in a hurry. Nevertheless, he proceeded thither, some lime 
after, and dwelt there half a year. But he left it again at Thanks^ving. In tne es- 
pectation that some atliers would make a village there, a suit was entered against the 
clergyman, and man^d bo that the place was confiscated. Master Doughty finding 
himself aggrieved, appealed from the sentence. The Director answered, that no ap- 
peal lay from his judgment, but that it must be absolute, and condemned the minister 
thereupon to imprisonment, in which he must remain for 34 houis, and then pay 35 
guilders. Such an act we have always considered one of oppression, and looked upon 
it as amarit of sovereign power. 

" At first, while Director Kieft was still here, the English 

preacher requested, as he had lived and done duly a long time without suitable sup- 
port, and as his land Kas now confiscated, to l>e allowed to proceed to the Islands 

and he was threatened with this and that. Finally he was permitted to depart, on 
(.ondilion that he promised, under his hand, neither to mention nor to complain, in 
whatever place he should go to, of what Director Kiefl or Stuyvesant had done 
to him here in New Netherland. This the man himself has declared. The Honor- 
able Dmcklagen and Commander Loopei, who then lived together, say likewise that 
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[From Von TieBhovtm'a "Cnrl beilcht." being a repiy lo Van der DoncJi's "Vsnoogh.") 

" Francois Dooguti, Adriaen van der Doiick's father-in-law, an English clergy- 
man, was granted a colonic at Mcepacht, not for himself alone, as Patmon, but for 
him and his co-aeeociatEB, by whom ho was empowered, and who then resided in 
Rhode Island, at Cohannoeic and other places, of whom a Mr. Smith was one of Ihe 
principal. For the said preacher had, of his own, scarcely means enough to build a 
hut, lef alone to people a colonie at his own expense, but was to be employed as tnjn- 
ister by his associates, who were to prepare a Bouwery in said coloiiie for liini, in re- 
turn for which he should perform the duties of preacher, and support himself on the 

" Fran9ois Doughty, coming to the Manhattans to live, duringlhe war, was engaged 
as preacher by the English in and around the Manhattans, who were bound to main- 
tain him, without either the Director or Company being subject to any charge there- 
for. And the English giving him nothing for his support, two coUeclions were taken 
up among the Dutch and English, whereon he lived at the Manhattans. 

" The said Colonie of Meepaoht was never confiscated. That is proved by the 
owners who still dwell there, who had an equal interest in the colonie with Doughty. 
But as Doughty would prevent its settlement, and permit no one to plant in t)ie colonie 
imless those who would pay him a certain sum of money down for every morgan of 
land, and then moreover, a certain sum annually In shape of quitrent, and sought, 
also, to make a domain thereof in opposition to the co-interested of the colonie, Mr. 
Smith having especially complained, it was finally concluded by the Director and 
Council that (ho copartners should enter on their property, reserving to Doughty the 
bouwery and lands which he had in posse««an, so Ihat he should sulfer no loss or 
damage thereby. That I could also prove, were it not that the documents are in New 
Netherland and not here 

" The English preacher, Francois Doughty, has never been in the company's service. 
Wherefore the tatter was never indebted lo him, but the English congregation must 
pay him, as it can be proved in New Netherland, The company hath as^sted (he 
said preacher from time to time with goods and necessary maintenance, amoimling 
to about tl.l ,100, ($440,) as the cok>ny'8 books can testify, whereof ho bath never paid 
any part." 
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G. 



Payment and Expenditure which Kiliaen van Rensselaer has advanced 
and paid, in his life-time, as Patrotm of the Colonie called Rensse- 
laerswyck, situate on the North River of New Netherland, far the sup- 
pert of said Colonie, together with what lias been expanded and paid 
after his decease in behalf of said Colonie. 



Jbd. 10. Paid to Wolfed Gerrillsen for Rutger Hendricksen vau 
Scwat, Superintendent of a brewery, tn advance of 
what lie shall earn, 20 Rix dollars, ... fl. 50.00 

Paid in further advance, by WolterC Gerrittsen, to Rut- 

ger aforesaid, 5.00 

To Butgec Heindrlcksen lifoieeaid for a present, 5.00 

/. 60.00 

14. Paid to Brant Peelea, from Nteukerck, second farm ser- 

vant, [Bonw-knecht,] with the promise that ha shall 
be appointed buperintendeut on the second farm, in ad- 
vance, 6 Rix dollars, /. 15.00 

To the same as a present 10.00 

35.00 

To Wolfert Gerrittfien, overseer of farms, (opperboflmeester,) for 

the following items ; for one month's wages, to be deducted, 20.00 

For one month's wages in hand, for which ho shall account, or 

to be otherwise deducted, 20.00 

For 12 ewes with lamb and one ram, ... fl. 78.00 

For payment of hie expenses and trouble, . ■ ■ 9.00 

For 16 bushels of oats, 12X10 

For 150 double cakes of preiBsed rape-seed, . . 7.10 

For lint-seed fL I, Hemp-seed fl, 2, Rope fl. 4, . . 7.00 

For 2 large bed sacks to contain hay, .... 5.00 

For a basket and other small matters, .... 1.10 

120.00 

15. For 3 handsome guns for my servants who shall be seat out for my 

use, fl. 37.10 

To Seger Heindricksen from Soest, Shepherd and Ploughman, at 

fl. 25 yearly, on aceounl, 6 Rli dollara, 15.00 

Feb. 8. To Gillis van Schendel, for one map on parchment, and four ditto 
on paper, of the islands and other tillage grounds, (bouwlanden) 
situate in my Colonie, to be sent thither for their convenience, 
6 Bin dollars, .... 15.00 
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Feb. 19. To Wolferl Gerritleen, for his diebursementa :— 

Foe the eheep, fl. 3.00 

For veterinary Burgeon, 6.00 

For 10 halters and one aheep-Bheara, . 4.00 

13,00 

Mar. 11. Paid, by Wouler van Twiller, to Simon Dircksen Poa, for expeneoB 

on the sheep, 4 IB 

To Jacob Jansaen, " laiismaii," for expenses at Texel: — 

For parch^e of two sheep at Texei, and some bay, II. 14,00 
For the keep (staengelt) of 13 sheep (whereof one died 
of (he mange) for 41 daye, and carriage of Eaid 

aheep, together 13 ativcra per day 26.13 

To Claes Arit»en, for Jiay and carriage, . . . 6.00 

46.13 

17. Paid at Middelhurg for a Zealand plouglis for Wolfert Gerrilt- 

sen, and for oata and draff for the aheep, which he honght also 

in Zealand, . 22.00 

May 17. To Roelof Junsen of Masteriandt, asMatant Bouwmeealer, who 
shall serve with liis family, according to contract, yearly 
fl. 180, from wliich Lt to be deducted, as having been paid, 40 

Rix dollars, . . 100.00 

To Class Claesaen of , farm-servanl to Roelof Jansen, to 

be dedncted from his yearly wages, lOJM) 

To Jacob Govertaen, 8 rix dol. to be dedflcted from bia yearly salary, IS.OO 

June 3. To Jacob Schimmel, for 2 guns for Roelof Jansen and his people, 

July 4. Paid to Jacques Spieruick, anger-makor, {boor-maker,) for asoa, 
adies, borers, augers, sledges, &c., delivered to Roelof Jansen, 

to be taken along with him, 3T.15.C 

Dec 7. To Johan Monfoort, for so much bought of him for ma m New 
Nethcrland, by Wolfert Gerritfeen, viz. 4 ewe milk-elieep and 4 

iamba, in all, 33,00 

12. Paid to PhUip Jansen of Harlem, for eight sheeta of ruled paper, a 

writing-book and pen, lo make drawings around Fort Orange, 1,13 

To John Theiaen, trumpeter, to bo deducted from the hire of Rut- 
1631. ger Heindrickaen of Soest, . . .... 10.00 

June 24. Paid to Maryn Adriaensen van der Veere, who proceeds 

thither with his people to plant tobacco, according to 

coDtractmade with him, fertile half of 4 guns, Saxes, 

4 adzes, 12 spades, amounting to a 74,10, . ft. 37.0.5 

For one half of 0.143.04 to Jasper Ferlyn and Johan Tiers, 

forguard money, (waclitgelt,) and paid iu hand, . 71,12 

108.17 

26. To Maryn Adriaenseu, as per receipt, (o be repaid in tobacco, the 

sum of, 100,00 

To Maryn Adriaeneen aforesaid, repaid the half of fl. 13, which 
he paid to Cornells Maasen van Buren Maasen, to be deducted 
from his hire, COO 
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June 30. For remaining day's ivageiBlo Jaeper Ferlyn and Comelie Maaeen, 

who embark on board together, 2.00 

July 5. Paid to the following millwrights and sawyers, according to con- 
tract made with them : — 
To Andriea CarsteusBn, master millwright, . . fl, 40.00 

To Laorens Laurensen of Copsnhagen, . . . 27.10 

ToBarentThomissenofHegensoul, . . . 25,00 

Pa Heindrick op de Camp, for two email millstones for a smalt 

grist-mill, Sfl.OS 

9. To Lubbert Tamessen, for one iron trap of 155 lbs. at6sliv:— 

fl. 46.10, and twelve stiv. boat freight, 47,02 

I^eter Jauseu Smit, for one iron trap, 36 lbs. at 6 stiv;— 11. 10.16, 

besides 4 [erasure] fl. 14 and 8 stiv. freight, .... 25.04 

To Laurens Laurensen, paid for sledges 9.00 

To Coenraedt Notelman, sheriff (echout) of NowNether- 

laiid, to present to tlie Skipper of the (s)iip) Eendracht, fl. 5.00 

Besides 13 Rix dollars to be disbursed, on arriving there, 

for my people, 30.00 

35.00 

Aug. 5. To Mr. Schcpeu Bicker, for the purchase and expense 

of five Cow calves at Tejiel, according lo account, hold- 
en by Coenradl Notelman fl. 6ft.l2 

For purchase and expense of 3 calves from Jacob Clas- 
sen, and had by myself, 32,00 

For freight of three calves, from here to Tcxel, . 2.10 

104.09 

To Copartner Samuel Bloemmaert, for so much delivered 
by, and made good to him, 2,222 lbs. of wheat and rye 

meal, at 4 etivers fl. 88.00 

lObagsobtained therefor by him, at 16 stiv., . . 8.00 

9G.0O 

To Jacques Spierinck, auger-maker, for the master millwrights 

and wood-sawyers, according to account, .... 27.17 

Sept. 27. To Simon Symensen of Hoorn for rope and lines furnished said 

wood^sawyera and wood-cutteis, 39.15.10 



For iuteresl of disbursements, according to ci 
penny for 16, or 6 per cent. 



a. 297.10 


paid, anno 1630, 


101.11 


in February a 


125. 


in May follow 


65. 5.6 


in July and J 


43. 


in December, 


218.10 


in June, 1631 


229. 1 


in July, 1631 


267.14.10 


iu August last 
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MEMORANDrM of what lias been received and had by Kiliaen van 
Rensselaer, as Patroon of ihe eolonie of Rensaelaerswyck, on behalf 
of the same, together with what has come in on behalf of the Colo- 
nie after his decease : — 

1631. 
Sept- 29. From myeelf foe so much wh eh I n ust I ng a for mj 1 o 

fifth parts of the fiist e-t uata fl 563 145 

" " Received from Samuel B mmaerl u 1 q dat o of hia one 

fifth part, . 8117.8 

Nov. Received from Fran ois Bo dew>iis for the one fittli pact of 
lG3a Johannes [De Laot] afo esd d tl 17.8 

Feb. 30. Received iu liquidat on ot San oel L odyo for one fif h part as 

aforesaid, . "HI 17.8 

fl. 1409.07 
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H. 

Names of Settlers in Rensselaerswyei from 1630 to 1646 

Compiled ftoni Ihe Louks of Monthly Wages and oll.er MSS.] 
1630. 

Wolfert Grerriteen, SHperinlendent of fanns. 

Rutgsr Hendrickseii van Soesl, superintendent of the brewery. 

Seger HendrickBen van Soeet, sheplierd and ploughman. 

Brandt Peelen van Nieukerke, Bchepeu ; had two daughters, Lisbet and Gerntje 
The latter married Goosen Gerritsen van Sohaick. The father died in 1644, 
He is mentioned by the Rev. Mr. Megapolensis in his tract on the Maquaa In- 
dians, and by Van der Donck in his Beschryvinge vati N N , as liaimg raised 
wheat off one lield in Rensaelaerswyck eleven years in suocessioii. Ihe land 
was ploughed twelve times in that period ; twice the first and once every suc- 
ceeding year, when the stubble was ploughed and the wheat sown and harrowed 
under. Van der Donck adds ; — " There are many thousand margens of as good 
land there as that of which we have spoken." Several descendants of this indi- 
vidual reside in Albany county, wheie they go by the name of Brandt. 

Simon Dircksen Fas, was one of Minuet's council in 1624 ; died in 1S49. 

Jan Ty™*"' trumpeter. Fort Orange. 

Andries Carslenssen, millwright, 

Laurens Laurenseen, ) 

Barent Tomasaen, ) 

Arendt van Curler ; a sketch of this ^ntleman has been already given, p, 332 

Jacob Jansen Stol, succeeded Hendrick Albertzsen as ferry-master at Beverwyck. 

Martin Gerrittsen van Bergen, married Neeltje Meynderts ; his oldest son was Ger- 
rit ; his second, Myndert van Bergen. In the year 1668, he had a lease of 
Castle Island, called alter him, Martin Gerritsen's Island, and in 1690 he lived 
south of that island, on the west side of the river. He had property in Katskill, 
Coisackie, and Albany, of which place he was magistrate for a long time 

Claes Arissen. 

BoelofF Jansen van Maeslerlandt, wife and family; came out aa farmer to the 
Patroon, at $73 a year. The Rev. Ev. Bogardus, of New Amsterdam, married 
his widow. 

Claes ClaeBsen, his servant Jacques Spierinck, 

Jacob Govertsen, Raynerl Hatmensen. 

Bastiaen Jansen Krol, Fort Orange. 

Albert Andriessen Bradt, "de Noorm an," married Annetje Barents, by whom be 
bad eight children, vii- Barent ; Eva, (who m, RoelotF Swattwout ;) Storm ; En- 
geltje, [who m. Tennis Slingerland, of Onisquathaw ;) Gisseltje, (who m, Jan van 
EecheleD ;) Andfies, Jan, and Dirck, The tradition is, that one of the ^hove 
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children was bom on ship-board, on the passugs out, in the midM of a heavy 
stflrni, in conse<ii!ence of which he was called " Storm Tan dec Zee." Batent 
Alberteen succeeded hia father, ia 1673, as leasee of the water privileges on tha 
Normans Kiil, for wliich be was to pay $150 a year ; and Slingerland succeeded, 
in 16TT, as lessee of the farm wliich his father had occupied until Ihen on the 
above stream. Albert de Noorman died Tth June, 1636, and Swartwout, mentiou- 
ing the occmTence, says : — he was " een van de oudsle en eereto inwoouders der 
colonie Rensaelaerswyck," He was one of the oldest and earliest of the inhabit- 
ants of Reneselaerewyck. At the time of hia decease, he was proprietor of some Iota 
and houses on the jaland of Manhattans. It was after this tnan that the creek 
south of Albany was called the Noormans Kill. Many of his descendajila tire 
etill met with in and around the latter city. 

1631. 

Maryn Adriaensen van Veere. This was the freebooter who afterwards played bo 

prominent a tigure in Kioft's time- 
Thomas Witsent. 

Gerrit Teunissen de Reus, schepen, had a welt-stocked farm in Greenbusli 

Cornelia Teunissen van Westbroek. 

Cornells Teunissen van Breukelen, Raedts perEOon ; the descendants of this man 
now call themselves van Brackelen. 

Johan Tiers. 

Jasper Ferlyn. 

Gerrit TViUems Oosterum. 

Comelis Maessen van Buren Maassen (in Gelderland) and Catalyntje Martensen, 
his wife, came out in the ship RensseiaeiEwyck. In the passage out was bom 
their first child, Hendrick ; had besides him, four other children, viz. Martin, 
Maas, Steyntje, and Tobias, all of whom were hving in Ihe colonie in 166S. 
Steyntje married, 1663, Dirck Weasels, " free merchant here." The father had 
a farm at Papskenea. He and his wife died in 1648, and were both buried on 
the same day ! (Beyde op eenen dagh xyn begraaven. MS.) 

Cornells Teunissen Bos, bouwknecht to Comelis Maassen, waa commissary at Fort 
Orange previous to 1663. 

1634. 

Jan Labbadie, carpenter, native of France, was subsequently commissary to the 
Fatroon, and aRer that held a like office at Fort Orange, nnder the company. 
Ho married the widow of Mr. Hannan van der Bogaert. He came out previous 
to this year, and was part owner of the Garce. 

Robert Hendricksen. Adriaen Gerritsen. 

Lubert Gysbortsen, wheelwright. Jan Jacobsen. 

Jaci* Alberlien Planck, offioier, or sheria: Joris Houten, Fort Orango. 

Hendrick Comelisaen. 

Jan Jansen Dam, or Dameu ; married Anaentje Cuvel. He removed sutisequeut- 
ly to New Amsterdam, where he was elected one of the Eight Men ; amassed 
considerable wealth, and was one of the owners of the privateer La Garce. In 
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1649-50 he went to Holland with C. van Tienhoven, to defend Stuyvesant 
against the complainta of Van der Donck and others, and died on his rolurn, 18th 
June, 1G51. He does not seem to have had any children. He had three hto- 
thers, Cornelb Janseu Cuyper; Cornelia Jaiiseii Dainen ; and Willem Janseii 
Damen ; and two siatete, Keiltje and Hendrickje. He adopted the son of the 
laat-nanied sister — Jan Cornelis Buys — who aaeianed his name, haviug heen left 
eOO Car. guilders. Jan Damen, at his death, willed 400 Car. guilders to the 
poor of Bnniek, provinee of Utrecht. The inventory of his personal property fills 
ten folio pages in the records. 

1635. 

Jan Teraaen van Franiker. Juriaeii Byivelt. 

Jan Comelissen, Carpenter. Johannes Verbeeck ; RaedtFersoen, 1658, 1661. 



irent Pieterso Koyemans, alias Barent the Miller, entered the siriiee oi the fir=t 
Patroon, at 30 guilders a year. Three brothers aeeompanu'd Inin to Rensfie 
laeiswyck in 1636 ; viz. David, Jacob, and Arant, who was a lad It is pre- 
aamed that (hey came originally from Ulrecht. Barent worked in the Patroon b 
grist-mill until 1645, in the fall of which year he took chai^ with Jan (aernt 
sen. his partner, (who came out with him,) of the Palroon's saw-mills, being al- 
lowed 150 gl. each a year for board, and 3 stwers a cut for every plank they 
sawed. He remained in this employment until 1647, having cut between three 
and four thonsand boards in that time. Previous to 1650, he lived a little south 
of the 5th or Patroon's ereek, and hi 1655 took a nineteen years' lease of a farm of 
maize-land at 34 gl. per annum. In 1657 he rented, in company with Cornells 
Theunis. van Brenkelen, for three years, the Upper Mills, (ae the mills on the Fa- 
troon's creek were called, in centradietinction to those on the Norman's kill,) 
which ho leased on his own account in 1660 for 13 years. This lease expired in 
1673, about which time he purchased, by consent of the CommisKiouers at Al- 
bany, from Che Katsklll Indians, a lai^ tract of land, some twelve or fifteen 
miles south of that city, on the west side of (he river. The place had been known, 
for many years previous, as oHering peculiar advantages for the erection of saw- 
milb, Cryn Comelisseu and Hans Jansen having erected saw-mills on the creek 
immediately north of Beeren Island as early as 1651. Coeymanshad, no doubt, 
these advantages in view when he made his purchase, which began at a point oi; 
the shore called Sieskssin, opposite the middle of Jan Ryersen's islapd Galled by 
the Indians Sapanakock, and ran south to the mouth of Pieter Bronck's kill, as 
Coxeaokie creek was then called. Following up Ibis creek lo its head, the lino 
then went west until it struck the head of the waters falling into the Hudson, all 
the land on which belonged lo the Katekill Indians, the waters Hoiving viest lo 
the Schoharie creek being the property of the Mohawks. 1'he line then went 
northerly to the bounds of Rensaelaerswyck, and thenee relnmed to the Hudson 
River. A patent was obtained for this tract, twelve miles deep and seme eight 
or ten front, from Gov. Lovelace, on 7th April, 1673. But falling as it did with- 
in tllB original bouiide of Van Rensaelaer'a colonie, Coeyniaps purchased QHt the 
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Patroon'e claima, a2d Oct,, 1706, agreeing to pay a quit-rent of nine shillinEs a 
year, and he linally obtained letteiE patent Iiom Queen Anne, oon&ming the 
whole to him and hia heirs forever, 6tli Aug., 1T14. This purchase now consti- 
tutes the ancient town of Coeynians, in the county of Albany,— Barent Pieler- 
sea had five children — Andreas, Samuel, Peter, Ariantje, and Jannitje. An- 
dreas moved to the Saritana, New Jereey, where he purchased a considerable 
tract of land, and where some of the Coeymana still reside. Fetor married twice 
by his first wife he had Mayica, who married Andreas Witbeck ; and Elizabeth, 
the wife of Jacob van Allen. By bis second wife, Charlotte Amelia Draw>er, 
he had Gerritje,who married John Barclay, mayor of Albany ; Anne Margaret, 
who married Peter Ten Eyck, and Charlotte A,, who married John Bronnk 
Mrs. Abraham Verplantk of CoeymauB is grand-daughter to this Mrs Bronck 
All the descendants of Barent Coeymans, after the first generation m a direct 
line, were females. Owing to this singular circumstance, the family name is now 
extinct in this State. 

Fieter Comelissea van Munnichendam, millwright. 

DrtJ....nmEJ.n,, »""""■"»"■ j ,.„ BrcAtay... 

Arent Andrieseen van Frederickstad. Michel Jansen, \ 

This Michel brought out his wife and two children. Van Tienhoven says ho 
came out as a " boereknecht," or servant. He amassed a fortnne in a few years, 
in the fur-trade, but not being able to agree with the head men of the colonie, he 
removed, in 1646, to the island of Manhattans. He purchased Evertsen Bout's 
farm in Pavonia, with eome stock, for S,000 gl., and was appointed one of the 
delegates to Holland in 1649, against the colonial administration, but owing to 
tlie unsettled stale of his private affairs he conid not accept that appoinlmant. It 
was in a room in this man's house, in New Amsterdam, that Van der Bonck 
wrote hb celebrated " Verlm^h," or Kemonstrance against the maladministra- 
tion of affairs in New Nctherland. 

Jacob Jansen van Amsterdam. 

Simon Walings van der Belt ; was killed at Pavonia, in 1648, by some savages from 
the south. 

Gysberf Claesaen van Amsterdam. Hans Zevenhuyzen. 

Cristen Crislyssen Noorman van Vleoburg Adriaen Huberlaen. 

and wife. Rynier Tymansson ran Edam. 

Tys Barentsen Sohoonmaker van Edam. Tomas Jansen van Buniok. 

Comelis Tomaaaen, smith, and wife. 

Arent Steveniersen, wife and two children ; he married, anno 1637, the widow of 
Comelis Tomassen, by whom he had two other children. 

Johan Latyn van Verduym. Claes Jansen van Nykerk. 

Rutger Jaeobsen van Schoenderwoerdt ; married in New Amsterdam, anno 1G46, 
Tryntje Jansen van Briestede, (who died at her son's in Rosendal, in 1711.) 
By her he had two daughters and one son. Margaret, one of the daughters, 
married, la 1667, Jan Jansen Bleecker, who came from Meppol, provmce of 
Overyssel, to America, in 1658, and was the ancestor of the present highly re- 
spectable Bleecker family in this State. Kutger Jaeobsen was a magistrate in 
Rensselaerswyck as early as 1648, and continued to fill that office as late as 
lem, and perhaps later. Ho owned a vessel on the river in 1649, in which year 
he rented, in partnership with Ggoscn Gerrittscn, the Fatroon's brewery, at 450 
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gl. a yeai, paying In addition one guilder For every (on of beer wliich they brewed. 
This duly amounled in the first year to 330 gl., and in the following season they 
worked up 1,500 schepels of malL On the ad June, 1656, he laid the corner- 
stone of the " new church," in Beyerwyck, and we find him subsequently part 
proprietor of Fachonakelick, called by the Dutch Mohican's or Long Island, 
below Bethlehem. He had the character of an upright citizen, and to his 
credit it must be added, he rose by his honest industry from small beginnings. 

Rychert Rutgerseii ; was engaged, when he first came out, at 120 gl. per annum for 
a term of 6 years. In 164B ha took a 6 years' tease of Bethlehem Island, at 300 
gl. per annum, besides the tenths. He received three horses, and (wo or three 
cowB on halves, and the Fatroon was to build him a barn and dwelling-house, ha 
cuttiug aud drawing the (imbsr, and boarding the carpenters. Ha was eiempt 
from rent and tithes for the lirstyear. lu 1653 he surrendsred his lease to Jan 
Ryersen, after whom this island has since been named. 

N. B. The Settlers of 1636 came out in (he ship Rensselaerswyck, having sailed lioni 
Holland on tlie 1st October of that year. 



1637. 



Jan Michaelsen van Edam, tailor, i 
Pieler Nicolau^en van Nordinge. 



Burger Juris, smith. 

Jan Ryersen ; the island ^tuate opposite the juuetlon of tho towns of Bethlehem and 
Coeymans, on the Hudson, was called Jan Ryersen's island, in consequence of 
this man having lived there in I65S. 

Abraham Stevensen, sumamed Croaet, a hoy. 

Cornelis Teunissen van Merkerk. 

Goosen Gerritsen van Sohaick ; married, Ist, Gerritje Brants, daughter of Brant Pee- 
leu ; 2d, in July, 1657, Annetje Lievens. He was a brewer in the colonie in 
1649, in which year he accepted, after a good deal of solicitation, the olEco of 
magistrate, or Gerechts persoon. Was aiterwatds one of the part owners of 
Nachtenack, the Indian name for the site of the present village of Waterford, 
Saratoga county. 

Willem Juriaensen Bakker, was banished from the colonie in 1650, at the age of 
seventy years, in consequence of his repeated misdeeds.* 

* As the minute In the Gerechts mile, or couit reglsler. of the sentence pionoonced besIdsi thli 

to tnuislete it II ii in this wise :—■' Their worships, the Commissioners and Councilor (he colo- 
Die of Reonelaerawyck, having duly eonslilered and weighed Lbe demand of Ihe Honorable Direc- 
tor, as prnserular n{(ainat Wiilem Juriaensen Bahlter, and hading Ihal he was already banished onL 
the Kilonie h; their Wonhipfiil Court, on Ihe 4th Felinmty, 1644 : nnd aflerwatds because thai he 
BIleniplBd on Ihe Lord's highway wiUi a linifo lo slah the person of Anlonie de Hoobcs, then 

he. on Ihe Klh Angnst. 1617, was banished ftoni Ihe enlonie; and he having by pelilinn prajedfnr 

banishment of his person, should lie happen lo uisnit any person wilhin or without the euRit. ur 
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1638. 




Jan Dircksea van Amersfoort 

Wybrant Pieterson. 

Wiltom MejTilen. 

Martin Hendricksen van Hamel' 

AdriBPn Berghoorn. 

Hendrick Fredricksen. 


Gerrit Hendricksen. 

Francis Allertmn, cooper, 
waard. KoeloifComellssen van Houten 
Volckert Jansen. 
Jacob Jansen Nostrandt. 


Christoffbl Davil 

Point. 
Claes Jansen Ki 
Gysbert Adriaei 
Teuiiis Dirokeai 

" Arms of 


a; lived 


in 1650 


on a 


farm al Dominie's Iloeck, now i 


zalledVanWia'B 


1 van Ve 


Bunick 
ichten ; 
," and h, 


ad a 


Jacob Flodder, hb man. 
ne ont in the Key of Calmar. 
I out, with wife, child, and two 
farm, in 1648, al Greeubiish, i: 


servants, in the 
lorth of that oc- 



lied by Teuuia CornelLssen van Vechten. He k referred to 



1639. 

Jacob Adriaeneen van Utrecht- Kyer SlofTelseii, 

Hryn Cornelieseii ; obtained a license in ll!51 to erect a sawmill in company with 
Hans Jansen van Bolterdam, on what is now Coeymaii's Creek. 

Adam Roelantsen van Hamelwaard ; previously a schoolmaster in New Amsterdam. 

Sander Leendcrtsen Glen ; married Catalyn Doncassen. He waa one of the Indian 
traders at Beveiswyck, and finally moved to Scotia, near Schenectada, of which 
tract he obtained a patent from Gov. Nicolls, in 1665. Keference is made probably 
lo this gentleman by the French in their account of the burning of Sclieneclada, 
anno 169U, in the following terms :— " At dayoreak some men wen sent to the 

sued anil shncXeil a cerlain womui, [Bwrtje Cornells, wife of Thomas Banderssen Bmllli.] Ibalac- 

hiinonlile people, among otheis Bome of the Worshlpftil Court hero, assening, u relalei to the 





persons, thai he hath laid u ceitala 


females who were pinceerling to panake of the Lord's So 






mother Ihlnsa. [On helng asked his 




inly-one. choueli it is known lo us that 






ilenr at Ihr as his InleDlinns sje cnnierned. a de&niei, a «hi 


Ltemner of law nnd jnsllce, and a dls- 


turtwt of the imMk pease, theLr Woiahtps of the cnnrl afore 




Ihey do hereby senlente and Bdjnite*. ibal the aGmsald sen 






lel and jurisdlclloa of Ihla coLonie, tram 
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direllmg of Mr. Sander, who was Major of the place at the other side af the 
tiver. Ho was not willing to surrender, and began to put himself on the defen- 
Hve, with hifl servants and some Indians. But as it was resolved not to do him 
any harm, in consequence of the good treatment which the French had formerly 
experienced at hia hands, M. d'lberville and the great Agniez proceeded thither 
alone, pconiised hitn quarter for himself, hia people iind property, whereupon lie 
laid down his arms on parole." 

Ketar Jacobaen and wife. Johan Poog. 

GLIlee Barentsen. Claes Jansen van Breda. 

Comelis Spiermck Claes Tysseu. 

1640. 

Nye Jaoobsen, Jannilje Teunissen. 

Jan Teunissen, carpenter. 

Teunis jEicobsen van Schoenderwordt, brother to Kut^r Jacobeen ; had 90 gi. a year 

salary for the tirst three years, and 100 for the next three. He became a trader 

in 1651. 
Andriea Hubertsen Constapel van der Blaes ; married Annetje Juriaenaen ; owned a 

tile kiln in Beverswyck, and died in 1663. 
Andries de Vos, brother-in-law to Barenl Fieterse Coeymans ; was Gerechts persoon, 

or magistrate, in 164g. 
Adriaen Teunissen van der Bolt. Jan Creynen. 

Jan Jansen van Rotterdam ; was killed in the Indian war, 1644. 
Jacob Janeen van Campen. Cornells Kryne van HotiHau. 

Jan CorneliBsen van Houtten. Cla«s Gerritsen. 

1641. 

Adriaen van der Donck, officier, or Sheriff. 

Cornells Antonissen van Slyck, aiiaa Broer Comelissen, waa the first patentee of 
Katakill, anno 1646. Van Slyck'a Island, opposite Scheneclada, was so called 
after one of his sons, Jacques, to whom it was granted, 13th Nov., 1663, by 
Director Sluyveaant. 

Claee Gysbertsen. Joris Borrelingen, Engelsman. 

Jacob Wolfertsen. Claes Jaoeen van Ruth. 

Teunis de Metselaer. 

Cornells Comelissen van Schoonderwoerdt, alias " VoBJe." 

1642. 

Dominie Johannes Megapolensls, Jun., 
Matheld WiUemsen, his wife, 

Hellegond, Dirak, Jan, and Samuel, their children. Samuel M., the last named 
'Jon, was sent to Harvard College in 1G5T; spent three years there, and then 
proceeded to the Univeraty of Leyden, where he was licensed, in 1669, as a 
minister, and obtjmed the degree of M D On Ilia return, he became Collegiate 
pastor of the church at New Amsterdam, and was appointed by Gov. Sluyve- 
santoneof the rommiseioner? to negotiate with the British the articles relating to 
tlio capitulation of the Ptounc Rev Dr De Witt, 
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Abraham Sta«s, snrgean. 

Evert Pels van Steltyn, brewer, and wife ; lived a( llie Mill Creek, Greenbush. 

Cornelia Ijambertsen van Doom. Joachim Kuttelhuys van Cremyu 

Johan Helms van Baaale. 

Juriaen Bestval van Luyderdorp, { near Leyden.) 

Claes Jansen van Waalwyck. Paulua Jansen van Gertruydenburgh. 

Hans VoB van Baden, court meeeenger ; was aheriffs constable in New Amsterdam 
in 1661. 

Lucas Smith van Ickemsbm^h ; left the colonie in the epring of 1646, with the char- 
acter of " een eerlyk ende vroom Jongman" — an honorable and virtuous young 

Cornel is Crynneeen. 

Cornelis Hendriokaen van Ea, Gerechts persoon or magistrate. His daughter, Eliia- 
beth, married one Baiiokere. "Cryn Corueliasen declares that, in the spring 
of 1643, while conveying some of the guests, on the ice, to the wedding of Van 
Es'a daughter, a mare belonging to him, (Cryn,) and a stud belonging to Van der 
Donck, were drowned in the neighborhood of Black, or Horae'H point — (omtrent 
de S warte, ofte Paerde Hoeck) — for which he undeistands Van der Donck received 
150 guilders ($C0) from the wedding party." MS. 

Comelis Gerritaen van Scboonderwoerdt. 

Wm. Frederickeen van Leyden, free carpenter. 

Antonie de Hooges, commis, afterwards Secretary of the Colonie. His daughter, and 
only child, says Bensen, "married Herman Rutgers, the ancestor of the respect- 
able family of the name among us." De Hooges died 1658. The well-knowi 
promontory in the Highlands was called Anthony's Nose, after him. 

Johan Holmes. 

Juriaen van Slesvjyck. 

Johan Coisliaensaen, mariner. 

Hendrick Albertsen ; second time of hia coming out. He was the first ferrymaaler in 
Beverwyck ; died in 1648 or 1649. 

Gertmde Dries van Driesber^n, hia wife. Hendrick Dries, her brother. 

Albert Jansen, van Amsterdam. Jan Jansen Flodder, carpenter. 

Geertje Manniit, widow, and two children. Pieter Wyncoop, commis. 

Nicolaus Kooro, sergeant or wgchtmeester ; succeeded Van der Donck as Sheriff. 

Adriaen Comelissen van Bersingeren. Arendt Teunisseuvan Luylen. 

Comelis Segeis van Voorhondt ; succeeded Van der Donck on the farm called Woe- 
lyeburg, on Caatle island ; married Bregje Jacoheen, by whom he had six chU- 
dren; Comelis, CI aea, Seger, Jannilje, Neltje, and Lyebelh. The last named 
married Fran<;oia Boon, without her parents' consent, and was diwnherited, hav- 
ing been left by will only £1 Flemish. Seger mauled Jannitja Tennissen van 
Vechten, and was hilled, anno 1663, by Andries Hitbertsen in a brawl. ' Many 
of Ihe Sogers family are still residents of the county of Albanyi 

Jan Creyne van Houlten. 
Jan Dirckaen, Engelsman, van Amersfoort. 

Herry de Backer. " I have known a gunner, named Horry de Backer, who killed at 
one allot from his gun, eleven gray geeae out of a large flock." Van der Donck. 
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1643, 1644, 1645. 

Pieter Hertgers van Vee, was one of Ihe commissariea o{ the court at Fort Orange in 
lesi; died In Holland, 1670. 

Abraham Clock. 

Jan Batentaen Wemp, removed subsequontly to Schenectada, where he became pro- 
prietor of eome land. His widow married Sweer Teunisaen van Velde 

Richard Brigham. 

Lambert van Valokenburf,. 

Jacob Janeen Schermerhorn, married Jannitje, daughter of Comeiis Segeis. He was 
a prominent trader In Beverwyck in 1G4S, when he was arrested, by Stuyve- 
eaut, on a charge of Belling fire-arms and ammunition to the Indians. His books 
and papere were seized, and himself removed a prisoner to Fort Amsterdam, 
where he was sentenced to banishment for five years, and the confiseation of all 

seDlence was struck ont, bnt his property was totally lost. These proceedings 

against Schermerhorn formed, eubeequently, a ground of complaint against Stuy- 

vesant to the States General. 
Claes TeunnisBen, alias " Uylenspiegel," 
Gysbert CornelisBen van Weeepe; called also Gyabert op de Berg, from Ihe fact of 

his having lived on a farm called the " Hooge Berg," situate on the east aide of 

the river, a little below Albany, which he rented In 1649 at 300 gl. a year. 

This laim still retains lis original Dutch name, and la now owned by .Toachim 

Slaals, Esq. 

1646. 
Jan Janseu van Bremen ; lived In Bethlehem, and moved, anno 1650, to Katsklll. 
Harman Mynderts vander Bogaert, arrived in New Netheriand, anno 1631, as eur- 

tol633, after which he resided In New Amsterdam until appouiled commlBsary to 
Fort Orange. He was highly respected, though from all accounts he appears to 
have been of an irascible temper. An instance Is mentioned of his having 
attempted, in the eicitement of a high quarrel, when both appear to have 
been in a violent paaeloii, to throw the Director-general out of a boat in which 
they were sailing on the river ; he was. It is added, with difficulty prevented from 
accomplishing his purpose. He occasionally wrote his name Harmanue^ Boghar- 
dij. He cume, I believe, to a violent death in 1649. Carl van Brugge succeeded 
him as commissary at Fort Orange 

Jan van Hoosem. Hendrick Westercamp. 

Jacob Herrick. 

Jan Andriessen van Dublin, leased a bouwerie in 1649, described aa lying " north of 
Stoney point, being the north half of the Flatl." 

Tomas Hi^ans. Jan Willerasen Scuth. 

Wolf Nysaen ; eieoated. Willem Leenderlsen, brass-founder. 

Pieter Bronck ; built a tavern In Baverwyck. iu 1651, which was then the third al 
that place ; afterwards lived at Coxaackie, the ereek at which place was called 
by the Dutch, Peter Bronck's kill, 

Tomas Kennlngh. Jacob Janaen van Stoulenburgh. 

Jan de Negcr ; Soherprechter, or hangman to the colonie. 
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Legal Custom against the abuse of outstanding accounts m t'l'ie Colon'.e 
of Rensselaerswyck. 



N. B. No latitude to be given to the coiiaciences or discretion of the Boora, but the 
law to ba stiingenUy enforced. 

Here follows the Act. 

1643, Sept. — Lawful cuttom against the abuses of oatstanding accounts, as jcetl 
for Principal Masters of Bouweries as for others. 

For the redress of the abuses and faults in the Colonie of TtensselaeiBwyck, the ui- 
stroction given by the Lord Patroon, anticipating many things which have fallen into 
decay, and among these principally the falling off in liquidated accounts, must be 
specially observed in form and manner in the drawing up of said accounts. 

Whereupon it comes to be considered, who they are who are bound or not, to make 

That the farmers and inhabitants of the colonie should think that the Commissary 
of the Lord Patroon should be obliged to make them out for them, is wrong. For lie 
is by no moans in the employ of private individuals, but in that of the Patroon. His 
duty, therefore, is only to take up, provisionally, in the name of the Patroon, all ac- 
counts in the colony, and toeuperviee these: thereunto adding his advice and opinion, 
and atlerwards to send them over to the Lord Patroon, for his approval, examination, 
or rejection. 

Although ho is accountable specially to Ibe Patroon, so is he so far aceonntaWe to 
the inhabitants, that he must deliver to them the accounts of such property as is under 
Ids administration, whether store goods or others, which thoy receive from him. But 
as regards the accounts of property under the management and direction of the 
Bouwmeestets, (farmers,) and all others who have administration of any property, be- 
longing in whole or in part to the Patroon or the Company, such must not be made 
out by him, but must be handed in by them to him. 

For as it is just that each one should vindicate his own acts, so another cannot 
know what is without his knowledge ; what in this regard ie right or wrong. Where' 
fore it necessarily follows then, as is customary throughout the whole world : — 

That all farmers or others who hold nny of the Fatroon's property, must make out 

them. Should they say that they are not qualified for this, then they ought not to 
have accepted or undertaken it, much less allow it to run on for several years, lest 
otherwise the impossibility, the inconvenienre, or the loss to result therefrom, may- 
full on tljeui, and Ihey remain bound, uDtwitli^ttaiidla};, tu render the accuimt. 
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II is not an impoEaibility, but a perverse covetousness lo defraud the Palroon, and 
Ihen to sit on a crosB-road ;" intending (hat every thing tliat Ihey, in this matter, can 
Honceal from him, shall remain concealed, and that he shall know nothing thereof. 

That it has also been feaeible for them, and Ie always so, shall appear. But that 
they design something elee thereby, that shall also quickly come to light- 
Under the cloak of thie simplicity, lurk the following foul deeds; 

I. That they become trustees of goods under their administration and direction, of 
which they must render reckoning, without giving in an account. 

II. That they may mako out their outlays and expenses according to their 

III. That iJiey may include in the expenses of the bouwerie, their own personal 
enpenses which they incur for clothing, furniture, and unlawful drink. 

IV. That they can embezile as much wheat and other produce as they please. 
All which the Patroon disclaiming, as inconsistent with right and conscience, so it 

is a failure, not only in the manner of the accounts, but Ihey thereby alter their con- 
IraclH and their promises. 

They have pven promises to him in accordance to the firal article of the conditions 
of Gerrit de Bens, deceased, wherennto all contracls refer, until the arrival of the 
farmers from Breda, which agreement of the late Gerrit de Reus, as regards the pre- 
emption of the grain, they knew well, strictly, and [paper is here destroyed] to plead, 
as there were copies thereof in the country, to which copies, as well as to the original 
remaining with him, he, the Patroon, [paper bore also destroyed] is appealing. And 
it will be found in the beginning thereof, that they are bound under oath, on pain of 
losing their wages and efiects, that neither they, nor their people, shall trade in any 
forbidden peltries of otters or beavers, nor obtain any such in presents or otherwise, 
without his, the Patroon's, express consent. 

So that all such as have done so, have forfeited their effects, unless they have sub- 
sequently obtained the consent of the Lord Patroon, proving which to him, lie shall 
approve thereof, provided they fulfil the conditions on which he granted it to them : 

Namely, half the proSte each time they trade and barter. They must, therefore, 
render upright account and declaration of what they have gained thereupon, and 
account for his half. As they now say that they cannot render such account, so he, 
the Patroon, insists, according to their contract, on the confiBcalion of their efiects ; 
giving them the choice to take one or the other, and that, moreover, from year to 
year, and this is the tirst. 

Coming now to the remaning points of their own contracts which they invert : 

Brant Peelen and Cornells van Breuekel are for themselves personally bound to 
render an aceonnt for the goods brought by the Key of Calmar and the Arms of Nor- 
way, among which were divers goods which they traded for beavers, whereof Arandt 
van Curler writes, that not twelve pelts have come into his hands. They remain, 
be«de8, bound Mid accountable as security for Arendt van Curler, whom the Patroon 
sent over only as assistant, and they promoted as commissary under their bond, as 
appears by their own hand. 

Further, they invert all these following points. According to the r contract, they are 
bound to defray, out of the common produce and prolits : 

I. The wages of their servants and boys. 
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II. Next, the food. 

III. Next, their own eipeiiBes, as regards (he board in the biiuwerie, according la 
thei? contract ; hut in no way for drink, but simply for wages and diet ; obliging 
them, BB far as drink is concerned, to make shift, like other Booih, with milk, with 
ordinary beer ; in the harvest, with exCtaordinary good beer, and for the remainder, 
whatever the river affords. 

IV. That they have undertaken to pay, out of the general produce, all wear of 
wagons, ploughs ; in fine, all damages and loee^e. 

Of all which the most of them are in arrear, leaving not only the wages of the ser- 
vanlB to fall on the Fatroon, who with trouble hath obtained these for them, but they 
lakO) also, on account, without paying any money, such cargoes as the commiesary, 
Atendt van Curler, delivers to them. 

From which it appears clearly, that over and above all their dehauchee in wine and 
strong drink, every one would fain claim, and hath much to demand by way of de- 
duction. And though the Fatroon hath advanced their outfit, furnished them with 
dwellings, cattle, wagons, and ploughs, for the first time ; necessaries of food and 
shoes, linens and woollens, as the manifests eent by him can prove, still, instead of 
the returns of his necessaries and profits from the bouweries, he halh large sums to 
pay which he never intended. Forbidding his commiBBary to make any deductions 
to master; or servants, inasmuch as the masters should have first made out and com- 
pleted the accounts of their servants, (knechts,) and that from year to year and 
afterwards, the masteis should draw up their own accounts in the fcrilowiug manner, 
Bharging him, the commissary, not to move his hand, another time, to give any ac- 
Connt except of what he hath issued. But to demand, in the name of the Fatroon, 
[paper worn away.] All outstanding accounts shall be made up in said [colonic] by 
the farmers and other resideola. 

Firstly, those who settle on half profit and loss, shall ailerwards make up their ac- 

J. And give in, every year, uprightly, the whole amount of grain and other pro- 
duce obtained that year from the bonwerie ; and those who neglect to do so, shall 
incur fine and damages. 

II. Item, what they received from the swine which they sold ; from milk, baM«r, 
and other sources. 

III. Item, what grain they delivered to freemen in the culonia and sold. 
Herefrom must he deducted, and by them bo paid, according to their contract i 

I. The wages of the farm-servants, with the X6 fl. yearly for the Fatroon. 

II. The food for themselves and people. 

III. The wear of wagons, ploughs, repairs of houses, hams, palisades, (fences,) and 
other such things. 

This being dedaoted, make out an account of what then remains ; exhibiting to the 
Patroon, or his commissary, his lawful half which falls to him, deducting beforehand 
his future tenths. 

What now regards the lawful half of the remainder, the future farmer must sub- 
tract from that llie following :— 

I. What he bad for himself each year for cloths and bouse furniture ; 

II. What he yearly had from the Patroon's store for himself and his servanlB, which 
he shall slop in return ; 

in. What he and hb' people yearly cousn me d in wine and strong drink, whereof 
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the Patroon is not hound, according to contract, to pay Ih'b half; the Patroon under- 
Btanding peremptorily, that all the wines which are drunk in the colonie, and paid for 
ill grain, or other commun eSects, shall Dot bo deducted from the general stock, much 
lees from his share, but from hia who hath consumed theni, whether man or woman, 
master or man, having promised no one such (drink,) much lees euchallood an many 

And as regards the increase of the cattle, each farmer ehatl portinenlly give in an 
account of wliat have yearly died ; what have beau added, and what have been dis- 
posed of; and the Patroon imderBlandB the piice of the pre-emption of the cowB is to 
be estimated by those which calve in theu- third year, and not ia the second, as the val- 
uation on the part of the company, as regards the pre-emption, is nnderstood of cattie 
which calve in their third year. So that those calving in their second year, gradual- 
ly pining away, and producing poor stock, are to be entered only on the half, or what- 
ever else is most proper.* 

And whereas the farmers commonly have recourse to perverse means, and enter 
on crooked couises, aa for example ; — When com becomes less in qnantily (scarce) 
and more in demand, then many of them have sent a great deal away, and sold it 
higher than the pre-emption price, or delivered it on their own authority to the compa- 
ny's aervauta, without receiving special payment therefor, or special bills of exchange, 

fore the Patroon resolves, as is just, that [MS. here destmyed] such wheat as is de- 
livered, in this manner, to the company, is not considered as fulfitlmg [erasemeut ;] 
all the efiect thereof [will come] on his purse. Warning, to this end, the farroeiB 
that, from the beginning until this time, being now in the thir [teeuth] year, 1,500 

been expended in goods and proviaons delivered to the farmers, and the people of the 
colonie have entered down the same In parcels of two to three thousand guil- 
ders, without naming maji or horse. Which accounts must first be rightly analyzed, 
as to who have carried away those parcels, or not ; making no exceptions and taking 
noesousee from one or the other: "I have not had this; I have not had that ;" 
every one being willing, by assertion, to clear himself; and inasmuch as some will be 
more in debt than others, so must it be first cleared up, or adjusted, whence those 
moneys are to be received. For what the one hath delivered, and the other hath re- 
ceived, that must be foimd out by those who had (the goods) and not by (he Patroon. 
Hor can any money be charged to the Patroon which has not been received at his 
counter. Particidarly not, if such has, without his consent, been delivered or sent to 
the company, who have accepted that on the general account of the colonie, as it ^- 
pears ; and such farmers had done belter to have immediately proposed their payment 
there. 

And whereas grain is now somewhat less in demand, and will apparently be some- 
what lower in price, so the Patroon hereby i^ain warns the farmers who have run- 
ning accounts, that they shall not hand in their statements (hai 
but separately ; — 

I. The tenths ; 

II. What is for the aervanta' wagea, and what for the yearly espenditu 
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[II. The thinb ot halves coming to the Palroon. 

Which is done that their just income may every year be correctiy known, and they 
may not come to any Iobb. 

The number of muds [four biiehele] shall be handed in to the Patroon's commissary, 
demanding of liim, if he, in the name of the Patroon, accepted or refuaed the pre-emp- 
tion right, irheTeiipau the commisjary shall have to regulate himself according to the 
order of the Patroon, and according to the expected pricea and salea, which he may 
be able to obtain for it in cash, goods, or peltiies, without credit. On the contrary, 
Bhould he refuse the light of pie-emption, the farmeis are at liberty to do their beet by 
it ; and this is the legal choice of (he pre-emption. But that the farmers should wish 
to crowd up the commissary and overload hun with produce, when it is low in value. 
Bad when at a. higher price, sell the same, as many have done — that is in no wise the 
intention of the Palroon. Warning all farmers to watch over their people therefore, 
and not to deliver any mixed grain ; that is to say, whereof the tenths, the thirds, oi 
halves, aocording to contract, are not separated or paid. 

Coming now lo the conclusion : — Tiie Palroon declares that he will not accept any 
accounts which include several years ; but that every farmer, or whoever he be, shall 
deliver in to him yearly account of the year's profits, as well for them as for him. 

That also all commission accounts (leverancien) whereof they have not received 

nal destroyed] in the general account until all out— [original destroyed] are sepa- 

That none of the inhalMtantB hath or can have any free or private goods, except 
such as have rendered their yearly and proper accounts. 

And as they possibly may complain of this ; the Palroon hath much greater cause 
to complain, who has not received any accounts from them in all this time. Tliat 
they should call on the Patroon's commissary is wrong. It has already been stated, 
that he is not in their service, but in the Patroon's employ ; that he is not bound to 
make out theirs, but the Patroon's accounts ; and that every person, be he who he 
may, as well the Patroon's commissary as all other contractors, farmers, yearly or 
daily servants, each shall make out his own account. The commissary is specially 
enjoined to account to the Patroon ; and all others, none excepted, shall account to 
the commissary for his examination first, and afterwards for the approbation of the 

Should they imagine that all their secret practices of ooveloueneas will, throngh 
length of time, be foi^tten, they will cheat themselves. They take one coarae 
towards Ihe west to escape. The Patroon will take a couise from the east, with the 
rising of the sun, to expose their deception. 

The Patroon proposes to wrong no man in the world, much less the least of his in- 
habitants; but as he will injure no man, so will he by no man be hoodwinked or 



ronged. Every ma 




hat that means. 




And all persons, fa 


rmers or servants, are warned, if (hey come over with any ao- 


)unt8 which they ex 




: threats, lo pass in 


review the preceding points, ere they go to law with the Pa- 


Ttbe mean time, 


tho Patroon is heartily desirous that all who have obtained their 


Mda, how great socv 


■er in quantity, without prejudice lo him, shall bo fully conlend 
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and wishee every iuck and prosperity witli them. Through carelessness, neither the 
commiBsary, nor any one else has, ui five or more yeata, Bent him any acoountR The 
Patioon has first to cisim of tlioee wlio have not, according to their pledged faith, ren- 
dered any accounts to the commissaiy, that every one in the colonis is bound to 
render such to him, and their neglect shall tend not to accuee, but to eicuse the com- 
rainsary. Nolwitlistanding, what he was bound to do, and must, and ought, and can 
do for the goods sent to him, thereof he shall not be excused by the Fatroon. 

These things then being so, Yon are required to direct the work bo that, for 
tlie future, I may precisely know, every year, what profit each bouwerie afibrde me. 

As I have once delivered to them dwellingB and cattle, then must they find out 
means to pay, withont diminution, the tenths, the servants' nages, and the Patroon's 
half and third ; what necessaries they have had, muat they pay of themselves ; 
and God grant that good order and honest yearly accounts may once more be main- 
tained there. Actum this I6th Sept., 1643, in Amsterdam, and signed with his own 
hand. 

Was snbscribed, KituEN vsn Rensselaer, 

Fatroon of (le Colonic of Rensselaerswyck. 

Then follows, as on the other side : 

There has been sent to me here, from H extract of the contract 
of Gerrit de Reus, deceased, whereof a rt ft out. Let Arendt ex- 
amine among the papeiH, if he have n p t by him. Olhcrivise I 
have it here in the original, which I shal nd necessary. Then I think 
that Arendt has it. Vale. 

Undeisijrned, K V. K. 
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Conditions freely assented to and accepted by Kiliaen van Rensselaer, in 
his quality as Patroon of his Colonie named Rensselaer sinyck, and by 
Dr. Johannes Megapolensis, minister oftJw Holy Gospel to the Congre- 
gation at Sehoorel and Berge, under the venerable Ctassis of Alkmaar, in 
the presence of Mr. Adam Bessels, copartner in the said Coloaie, and the 
Rev. Jacobas Laurentius and Petnis Witteuirongel, both Ministers of 
Amsterdam, as preacher to administer and promote Divine Service in 
the aforesaid Coloaie for the term of six successive years, according to 
previous demission from Ms said Classis. 

(Fnini tlw BensHlaerBwyck MSS.) 

FiRBTLi, Di- Joliannes MegapolensiB, 39 years old, with his wifo, MachMtl Wil- 
leniEen, aged 42 yeais, besides his children, Hellogoud, Dirriek, Jan, and Samuel, 
aged 14, 13, 10, and 8 years, shall furnish and provide thomBclvos as well with cloth- 

as can he pro|«rly stowed away in the ship. 

In the mean time, as hk nix yeara and his salary sliall commence so soon aa he: 
^hall set foot in the aforeBaid calonie, the Patroon, in addition la free board far (liem all 
in the ship, until they reach the colunie, shall over and above make him a present, for 
future service, at once, of three hundred guilders, without deduction. 

And in case it happen, which the Lord God in His mercy forbid, that he and his 
family come to fall in the hands of the Dunkirkers, tlie Patroon promises to use all 
diligence to procure his ransom ; to forward him afterwards on his voyage, accardiug 
as occasion shall again offer, and to cause to be paid him, during his detention, fer- 
tile support of himself and family, forty guilders per month ; and also so much here 
monthly, after he shall have received liis liberty and orders, and shall have canveyed 
bim hither, until he embarks. 

On his arrival, by God's help, in the colonie, the Patroon shall cause to be shown 
to him where he and his shall lodge at lirst, until a fit dwelling shall be erected for 
him. So soon as he shall reach the colonie, his herealler-mentlaned salary shall com- 
mence, and ills board and wages cease, and the Patroon be discliargcd therefrom. 

Which salary, iu order that he ami his family shall ha abla honorably lo maiiitala 
themselves, and not be necessitated to have recourse to any other means, whether 
lining the land, commerce, rearing of cattle, or such like; but by the diligent per- 
formauce of his duties for the edifying improvement of the inhabitants and Indians, 
without being indebted to any person, which he also acknowledges to observe ; where- 
fore the Patroon promises to cause lo bo paid to him for the first three years' salary, 
njeat, drink, and whatever else he may claim in that regard, one thousand, or ton 
hundred guilders yearly, one half here in this country, the remaining half in proper 
account there, according as he requires It, in provisions, clotliing, and such like, at 
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the ordinary and accustomed prices, and a further yearly addition of thirty achepels 
of wheal — I Bay thirty schepels — and two fu-kins of butter, or, in place [hereof, 
sixty guilders in money's worth. Should the Patroon be satisfied with his service, 
he shall give him yearly, the tluee following years, an increase of two himdred guil- 

In case of decease within the afores^d six years, at which time the salary shall 
cease, the Pattoon sliall pay to his widow, beeides the supplement of the half year in 
which he shall have entered, a yearly sum of one hundred guilders, until the espira- 
tiou of the aforesaid six years. He shall, besides, befriend and »erve tiie Patroon, in 
all things wherein he can do so without interfering with or impeding his duties. The 
aforesaid Johannes Megapolensis having also promised to comport himself in the said 
colonie as a loyal subject and inhabitant thereof, the abovenamed Patroon, an his 
side, also promisee for him and his succeSEars to perform and execute what is herein- 
before set forth, and to furnish him with doe acte and commission sealed with Iho 
seal of the Patroon and the Colonie: and m acknowledgment of the truth, without 
fraud, guUe, or deceit, has this writing been signed by both sides. In Amsterdam, 
this 6th of March, 1649. 

kiLiAEM ViN Rensselaer, 
JoHiNHEs Meg 



Call of the Rev. Joannes Megapolensis. 

Wheeeas, by the elate of the navigation in East and West Indies, a door is open- 
ed through the special Providence of God, also in New Netherland for the preaching 
of tiie Gospel of Jesus Christ for the salvation of men, as good fruits have been already 
witnessed there through God's mercy ; and whereas the Brethren of the Ctassis of Am- 
sterdam have been notified that Mr. Kiliaen van Rensselaer hath within the said limits 
in the North River as Patroon, or Lord, founded a colonie, named Rensselaetswyck, 
and would fain have the same provided with a good, honest, and pure preacher ; there- 
fore they have observed and fixed their eyes on the Reverend, Pious, and Well-learned 
Dr. Joannes MsGAroLENSis, junior, a faithful servant of the Gospel of the Lord, in the 
Congregation of Schorel and Berg, under the Classis of Alkmaar, whom ye have also 
called, alter they had spoken with the said Lord, Mr. Kiliaen van Rensselaer, in the 
same manner as they, with his Honor's approbation, do hereby call him to be sent to 
New Netherland, there to preach God's Word in the said colonie, to administer the 
Holy Sacraments of Baptism and tlie Lord's Sapper ; to set an example to the Con- 
gregation, U) a Christianlihe manner, by public precept; to ordain elders and deacons 
acooiding to the ffirra of the Holy Apostle Paul, 1 Tim. c iii., v. X ; moreover to 
keep and govern, with the advice and assistance of the same, God's Congregation in 
good discipline and order, all according to God's Holy Word, and in conformity with 
the government, confession, and catechism of the Netheriand Churches and the Sy- 
nodal acts of Dordrecht, subscnbed by him, to this end, with his own hand, and 
promised in the presence of God, at his ordination, requesting hereby all and every who 
shall see and read these, to respect our worthy Brother as a lawfully called Minis- 
ter, and him to esteem by reason of his office, so that he may perform the duty of 
the Gospel 10 the advancement of God's Hoiy Name and the conversion of many poor 
blind men. 

May the Aj-MiCHTy Goo, who hath called him to this miniatry, and instilled this 
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good zeal in his heart, to proclaim Clirist fo Cbrialiane anil heathens in eiioh distant 
lands, stieugtheii him, mare and more, in tliia lus undertaking; enrich him with all 
Borte of Spiiitual gifts; and bless overflowingly his faithful labors; and when the Chief 
Shepherd, Chbibt Jesus, shall appear, present him with the imperiBbaUe Crown of 
Eternal Glory. Ameu. 

Thus given in our Claesiea! Assembly at Amsterdam, this aSd day of March, 1G42 
Signed in the name and on behalf of the whole body, 

WlLHELMUS SoMEBua, Loco PrtesidiB, 
Zi.oAHiVR SwAi.MiuB, Scriha ClasEis, 
Jonas Aheels, m Eider. 
Esamined and approved by the Directors of the West India Company, Chamber of 
Amsterdam, Gtli June, 1649. 

(Signed,) CniRtES Looten, 

Elias de Raet. 



Agreement between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and the Directors vf the West 
India Company, relative to the approval of the call of the Rev. Mr, 
Megapolensis. 

Whereas, difierences have occurred betiv eon the Du^ctore of the Amsterdam Cham- 
ber of the West India Company and Kiliaen van llenselaer, Patroon of his Colonie 
named Renaselaerswyck, in Now Netherland, as to tbo approval of the Aote of Com- 
mission granted by the Cl^sis of Amsterdam to Dominio Joannfs Megapolensis to be 
invested with tbo office of pivacher m the aloresaid colonie of Rensselaerswyck in 
New Netherland, and as tlie thip wherein the said minister must depart lies ready to 
Biul, so that periculuni in mora est of mjurmg the ami voyage — Therefore, ttie afore- 
said Kiliaen van Rensselaer consents that the said Directors shall afHx thoir approba- 
tion to the aforesaid Acte of Commission, under express protest that he Renseelaer. 
shall not be prejudiced in his right, but the parties on either side shall remain nnpreja- 
dioed in their present rights. In witness whereof, the Direotore and Kiliaen van Rens- 
selaer have granted and signed this present Aote at Amsterdam, this 6th Juno, svi hun» 
dred two and forty. 

Signed reapeclively, 

Charles Looten, 
Euis DE Kaet. 
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Memorandum fof Dominie Johannes Megapolensis, this 3d June, 1642, 
proceeding to the Colonie by the ship De Houttuyn, skipper Adriaen 
Dircksen Houttuyrt. 

[From Ite Rcnsselaerawi-ek MSS.J 

His ReTerence will he pleased to take charge of my people and property, which ere 
at present conveyed over in God's Qarae, in the ship Do Houttuyn. The petBons 
going over will be these : — 

Do. Johannes Megapolensis, Johan Carslsrssen, van Baritt, N. Brabaut, 

Matheid WilleniEen, his wife, Jeuriach Beatvaell, van Luydendorp, 
Hellegoud, Dirnck, John, and Samuel, his Claes Jaosen, van Waalwyek, N. Brabant, 

cliildren, Paulns Jaaeen, van Geertmydenburg, do. 

Abraham Slate, surgeon, Hans Vos van Baden. 

his servant, Juriaeii van Sleewyck, N. Brabant, 

Evert Pels, beer-brewer, Hendrick Alberlsen van 
his vrife, Wuden, 29 yearaoid, 

bis nian, Gertrude Dries, hia wife, "j 
Cornells Lamberssen, van Doom, Utrecht, S3 years old, I From 

farm servant, Hendrick Dries, her bro- f Driesburg. 
Joohim Ketlelhuer, van Cremyn, ther, 31 years, J 

Johan Helms, van Baritt, N. Brabant, 

It is to be remembered that Ibis Hendrick Alberlz, for his three ; Abraham Staes, 
for his two ; Evert Pels, for bin three, must pay the skipper Adriaen Dircksen for 
their board, in the same manner as all (he other freemen. But the farm-servants are 
Co come at my expense. 

N. B The book-keeper in the colonie shall usually observe that (be eipen»e of the 
board of the freemen must be chai^ to tbeir account, as Director Kieft sometimes 
places it under one head, alli^lber to the charge of Ihe Patroon. 

He shall take care that these persons embark on ship-board, and having arrived, 
by God's help, at the Manhattans, where the Noble Director Kieft resides, obtain that 
they, and my goods, be forwarded to the colonie by the tirst opportunity, and provided 
with food at my expense, and according to my cordial salutations (o the Honorable 
Director Kieft, which shal) be followed. 

On the arrival of these persons at (be colonie, Ihey shall present themselves first to 
the Commissary Arendt van Curler, to be by him registered, and altolled their work, 
by and with the advice of the otBcer Adriaen van der Donck, who, if so be be dioold 
have occamon for the eervicee of the two Bredaetse young men, may keep (hem by 
him. Otherwise they are there on my account for closer examination. Whereas the 

each laborer for my eipendcd cost and risk ; in order that the said farm-servanlB, 
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nay EOmB of them, bo provided by tho eommiesary with food and lodgings, the wages 
which they earn shall be put to my account, provided that tlie hus kandmon and others 
for whom they Bhall work Bhall Becure their day's wages lo me at such rate as they 
pay others, or accordhig to discretion and number of peiBOns; for by so doing I remain 
master thereof to use them where it is moet necesBary in tillage and other of the hus- 
bandmen's work, at intervals in platiling tobacco, sawing wood, at the grist-tnills, and 
so forth, where it shall he most requisite — principally in winter in aeaieling the hus- 
bcndmcn to thresh, and whatayer else is necessary — but above all things, as there ara 
but few carpenters, some of these fellows who are the most enpert shall be em- 
ployed at proper time aod seasons to fell trees, and, as far as they can, to cut them up 
and draw them, so as to lighten the labor of the carpantera ; and Hans Vos, from Ba- 
den, who has been a, gamekeeper, (wlldschut,) may be employed at the proper time 
in killing game to supply food, and at other times in cutting wood. As he also says 
he can be useful to farmers, having also a good knowledge thereof, then every thing 
must be considered for my profit. As I perceive that each one seeks hia own, and 
not my advantage, and tliie matter Ihos progresabg, so I most expect also that my 
people shall be employed in what is most profitable to me ; and I consent that some 
of them may be hired to tbe farmers who shall be found most trustworthy, provided 
they bmd themselves lo pay aiitoen guilders yearly. Those who dispute thia just ar- 
rangement will do themselves the greatest injury, and render me unwilling to send 
them laboreiB, Do. Megapolensis having seen what trouble, expense, and importuning 
1 have had therewith. 

1 have paid Mauriti Jansen, from Brockhuysen, [North Brabant,] who hath re- 
lumed from that country before his lime, SO guilders, that he miglit repay the same 
there with ordinary advances. I have presented him the freedom of trading in pel- 
tries to the same extent as Abraliam Staes, at the rate of 30 ativ. the hide ; he will 
give but 15 stiv. He will, perhaps, seek to trade mdhoctly. Should such happen, 
proceedings will be instituted against him, according to the conditions which he hath 
concluded with rae, liis bounden time exphing in April, 1643, and that for servitude, 
unless he consents to accept the condibons of the Bouwerye as these he. He must do 
one of two things, either agree to my conditions as they are, ivlthout dispute, or com- 
plete the time for which he is bound, having no choice but to accept one of the 

Kerry Albertzen, who hath equally come home before his lime, has allowed me one 
guilder per hide for recognition, according to contract made with him. Then concerning 
the amount of tobacco over the tenths, (which he hath consented to,) 1 have not been 
able to agree with him. Ho has been treating with me for the place of ferry- 
mu.n. Hung hia dwelling by the Beavers Creek, m order to convey the people 
to the church neighborhood, [Kerckebuyrte.] and back again from thence. As 
tlio church, tho mmiater's house, tliat of the officer, and, moreover, of all (he 
trades-people, [ambachten,] must henceforward be establislied thrre, as Abraham 
Staes and Evert Pels, the brewer, have undertaken, I am entirely willing, and 
consotit that, with the exceptiou of the farmers and tobacco-planleis, who must reside 
at thoir farms and plantations, no other tradesman, henceforward and after the expi- 
ration of their service, shall establish themselves elsewhere than in tho chnrch vicinage, 
ill the order and according lo the plan of bnilding sent herewith ; for every one reaid- 
ing where he thinks fit, separated far from others, would bo, unfortunately, in danger 
of their iives, in the some manner as sorrowful experience has taught, around the 
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Manliattans, of all which the oommissaty, Arendt van Curler, shall give notice to 
all per^nS) beiug called together, bo thrit they may reguErtte thcmaclves aecordiugly. 

Jan Jansen Flodder, carpenter, has been at me for permission to build in the colo- 
iiia. I am willing to accept him at day's wages, at the price agreed npon by the 
freemen there. As he demanded much more, I have not consented to engage him at 
day's wages, but agreed, if bo be he should undertake any work, that I wos content 
that for such and such, he might trade at sncb a price, it never being my intention 
to advance the fixed rate of wages according to their ple^urs, as it lias the appearance 
here of being pro forma to mduce them to trade with me, and afterwards to do what 
pleased them. 

All the other people whose time lb expired and who remain in the colonie, whether 
married or unmarried, or who shall come from without, shall be obliged to take the 
oalli [erasure] like the other freemen [one line defaced or worn away.] Whereas 
carpenters are somewhat scarce at present, the superintendent of the laborers must 
proceed with prudence. I had rather have patience than be put under contiibuUon 
by the people. There are many masters and but few servants. The carpenter who 
went ont with Anthony de Heoges, should be allowed some of these who are going 
over t« act as wood-trimmers [bout bereyders] to assist him. They will endeavor to 
elude, [colludeeren,] but we must strive to amuse, and as it has already been said, 
rather to have patience, than to consent to unreasonable wages. The dwellings wluch 
liavB been contracted for, by the advice of the Heer ofHoer, Van der Donck, are 
much higher than men pay here. As Andries do Vos, however. Is bound by his con- 
tract, it is well to observe, that should private individuals pay more than my fixed 
price, that would not afiect me. They are bound to serve the Patroon for their con- 
tracted wages, in preferenco to all othei3. Then it seems that they know how to 
discover the rates of private persons — for the Patroon fixes the market. In liiia, suf- 
fer somewhat patiently, and write to me rather Chan give such advanced wages, con- 
trary to the contract agreed upon. 

For whatever purpose the stone and tlle-kiln were very necessary, it would not 
cost much more, and the work would be much more lasting. 

Further, 'tia needful to unload all my goods which are now sent out, In the best 
condition, and again to ship tliem for above. If my people have not sent a craft, let 
them know your arrival by an express by laud, or, what is much better, by a small- 
boa' hy water, requesting from his Excellency, Director Kieft, with my respects, his 
E^rfllency's advice, to do everything for my best advantage, and as the Noble Direc- 
tor Kiaft hath heretofore had with my people and goods much trouble, I send herewith 
as a present and as an acknowledginent of thankfulness, as follows : 

1' A saddle with all its fumitine, in canvass, adilressed by superscription to Direc- 
tor KleCt, which should have arrived with the last ship, but came back, and goes 
herewith marked No. 24, with the mark of the coloiue and packed m the oosterse 
chest, No. 33, to be presented to the Director Kieft In my name ; a gold and silver 
mounted sword, with one gold [one line here destroyed by the wear of the paper ;] a. 
pair of gold and silver platedspurs ; a pair of bools with spur leathers. And should 
any sacks be necessary for the forwarding of the malt, let those be taken which are 
sewed only loose, in order to he again ripped and sold for canvass, and let a note be 
made of all. 

The goods which are sent over at present by this ship, are packed as follows and 
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t, 3, 3, 4, are 4 large barrels contaii)iiig two laeto, 
> of malt for brewing, for Evert Pels, on condition of i, 

Z L| ing me according to contract ; 

■»■ Nos. 5, 6, 7, 8, are 4 oaaee with divers goods ; 
No. 9, one barrel with nails ; 
No. 10, one case with iead and sliot ; 
No, 1 1, one ht^head of vinegar ; 
_ _ _- _ Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, are eiglit ciBes of duff 
'V \ ' / No. aO, one case with shoes and 7 hides of sole leather ; 
N'V 4000 tilee, 30,000 hard bricks [UinckertsteeD] to recei 

from the company ; 
21) boxes of iron rods, 1000 lbs. ; 
10 boxes of iron rods, 500 lbs. ; 

SO bars of beer cask [bierkant] iron hoops, abl. 735 lbs. ; 
10 bare of very thin iron, aboat 333 lbs. ; 
8 caldrons of smiths' coal [smeecoolen.] 
No. 21, one case With ploughshares ; No. 22, an oosterse-chest, with books a 
articles, according to invoice ; No. 23, one case with 3 duffeis for Van der 
No. 24, the saddle ; No. 25, No. 26, ace two telletgens with vines and madd 
Follows NB. as 
[Cetera desunh] 



id other 
Douck ; 



Catalogue of Books lohieh are sent for the LibTary in Rensselaerswi/ck, 
d there. 



1. Biblia Grsca, 

2. Concordantia Bi 

3. Opera Calvini, 8 

4. Opera 



end of the preceding Documenl.] 
in Folio. 

6. Titus IJvius, 

7. CursHS Pliilosopb. Roderici de Arriag. 
e. Thealrum Terrte Sanclffl Christiaui Au- 



5. Folyanthea Langii et Gruteri ; torn. 2, 



1. Adiiani Metii Primnm Mobile, 

2. Adriani Metii Arithmet., 

3. Theologia Naturalia Alstedit, 

4. Manuals Concionum, Did. Alrares, 
6 AniniadverEiones in 4 Eve 



In Quarla. 

S. Thesaunifl CEconomite, J. Casi, 

7. Petri Rami Arilhm. et Geom., 

8. Distmct. PhiloB, et Theolog. Caslanei, 

9. Theologia didaclioa AJstodu. 



Lad: 
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Rmnarks on the above, hy Dr. T. Romcyn Beck. 
Folio. 
No remarks necfssaary on 1 , 2, and 3. 

4. Ursiniue, {probably Zachary,) lie friend of Melaucllicm and of Sir Philip Sid- 
ney. Born ill Silesia, in 1534; died, 1583. [Chalmera' General Biographical Dic- 
tionary.] 

5. John Gruter, (in Latin, Janua Gruterua,) born at Antwerp, IS60; died, 1697. 
He edited the Folyanthea of Langiue. [Biographie Universelle.] 

6. 

7. Arriaga, (Boderio de.) A learned Jesuit, native of Castile. Bom, 1592 ; died, 
16G7. Chancellor of tlie UuiveiBity of Pragne; published, in 1632, a Course of 
Philosophy, m one volnme. Folio. [Ibid.] 

6. Chrifptian, Andrichoaius, a geographer of considerable reputation, bom al Delft, 
in Holland, 1533 ; died, 1585. The work for which he is heat known is Terne Sanc- 
tffi Theatruni et Blblicaruni Historiarum, or History of the Holy Laud, illustrated 
by maps. It passed througli a number of edillous in folio, from ]5!>0lol683 [Watt's 
Bibliotheca BKlaauica. 

Quarto. 

1, a. Adrian Melius, an able Dulcli Geometrician, born at Alkmar, in 1571 ; died, 
IG35. His " Treatise on Arithmetic" was published in IGll, in quarto. " Priiinim 
Mobile astrononiicB, sciographice, Geometrice, et hydrographice novi methodo eiplica- 
turn." Amsterdam : Quarto : 1631. [Biographie UnlTeraelle.] 

3. 9. AlstediuB, born at Herbom, county of Nassau, where he became Profpssor of 
Philosophy and Theology. He then went as professor to Weiasenburg, In Transylva- 
nia, where he died in 1633. He was a member of the Synod of Doit. A most inde- 
fatigable writer. [Ibid.] Alatediua " Theologia Naluralis" was publiahed in 1615 
and in 1662 in quarto. [Biographical Dictionary of the Society for the diffusion of 
Usefal Knowledge, vol. 2.] 

4. DidacuB (Diego) Alvarez. There were two of this name. One a Spanish Do- 
minican, Archbishop of Trasii, died in 1635 ; the other ft Spanish Jeauil, died 1617 
I cannot find the above work among the list ot their wri^nga. 

5. Lewis de Dieu ; Protestant Professor in the Walloon College at Flusliing. Bom, 
1590 ; died, 1642. His work entitled " Animndveraiones hi qualuor Evaugelia," 
was published at Leyden, in quarto, in'1631. [Biog. Univetaelle.] 

6. Case, John, M. D., an eminent Phpician and PhiJosi^her of Oxford ; bora at 
Woodstock, Eng.; died, 1600. He published a number of works, among which is 
TheGaums(£cDnomiie,seu Commenlarius in CEconomia Aristotells ; Oxou. 1597, 1598 ; 
Hanov. 1598; 8vo. There is a monument to his memory in St. John's College. 
[Walti also Biog. Diet,] 

7. Peter Ramus, a celebrated French Mathematician, bora 1515; died, 1572. 
Pabliahed " Aiithmetica, Gisca et Lalina," at Paris, quarto, 1555 ; " Geometria," at 
Basle, quarto, 1596. [Watt.] , 

8. Henry Lewis Castaneus published a work enUtled "Celebriomm distinctionum 
turn Philosophicorum et Theologlcorum Syuopela." [Walt.] 
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L. 

Van CutUt's Letter to the Fatromt. 

[From [he RenssoLserenjck MSB.] 

Laus Deo ! At the Manhattans, this 16th June, 1643. 

Most honorable, wise, powerfnl, and right discreet Lord, my Lord FBtrooii — 
With BubmlsMve saJutation shall this serve to greet your Houor aud your Honor's 
beloved Lady, who k dear to you, with wished-for good fortune, prosperity, and steady 
happiness. On (he 4th of ths instant, I received yoni Honor's favor, and seen and 
read its contents, whereunto this shall serve far anener. 

Firstly, touching the serious discontent which your Honor feels towards me, be- 
cause the aocoonlB and books have not been sent to you, I have not much to oppose. 
But therein I have not been wholly culpable. For the accounts and books which 
might be brouglit la me, I can quickly make cleat and ready. But there are boors 
from whom I can get no roturne ; and Van der Doncq has not once spoken to them 
thereof, according to his instructions, nor done any thing about them so long as he 
has been in this colonie. I have had, once before this, returns from some boors. 
Neither head nor tall could be made out of them. For they state every thing they 
expended, but nothing of what they had received ; and, moreover, enter in the ac- 
count, to this one, so much — to that one, so much ; witiioul once specifying for what 
that same was given. Every thing they have laid out on account of the Lord Pa- 
troon, they well know how to specify for what that was expended. But what has 
been laid out for their own private use, that they know nothing about, and yet can 
manage to remember what appertains to the account of the Noble Patroon, and to 
book that. To this I say, that I will never allow this ; but that they shall deliver to 
me a clean, clear, just account, to send the same over to the Noble Fatroon, for his 
Honor's apprebation ; and so soon as an answer shall be received, shall these then be 
passed, if his Honor so order. Whereupon the farmers reply : We shall then furnish 
you an account, as you told us that without it being sent to Patria it is good for notliing. 
In fine, this also has been neglected. Bat, please God, so soon as the next [ship] 
ccuiies,,the accoants shall be sent to vou. So far as I am m^lf concerned, I hope 
that his Honor will not be so displeased as he has been. For I consider myself bound 
to make good to the Fatroon whatever shall fall short in the accounts, or shall be 
stolen. Bui, so truly help me God Almighty, I am not conscious, willingly or know- 
ingly, HO long as I have been in yoar Honor's service, to have defrauded your Lord- 
ship, or to have sought, in any manner, rahie own profit, or seek to enrich myself, as 
others truly do, who, in justice to the Noble Patroon, should observe who wrong him. 
I shall tell your Honor no tales, but I shall send over by liie next ship sufficient proofs 

As to what your Honor would know, what the construction of the boors' housBB 
wUl cost, it is impossible for me to acquaint you. I have never had any account 
thereof, as I have told your Honor before. What regards the cost of my own build- 



db,Googlc 



APPENDIX. 457 

ing, I hope thai ehall not be wanting. I have kept every uole of it. Further, I shall 
funiieh, at the same time, an account of what my houKe-keeping comee to. The 
Lord shall find therein a few items of what I have presented, or given away, as I have 
BOinelimes given some presenta to the principal chiefs of the Indians, in order Ihat 
Uiey should maintain good correspondence with each other. 

As your Honor does not know how your account stands with tlio company, this 
will serve to inform you that I have never settled with M. Kieft, nor ever attempted 
it, becauBo he charged the freight and customs [oonvuyen] so high, Ihat I have inva- 
riably referred that to the Lord Patroon. Kieft hath frequently demanded of me to 
liquidate the account, but I have always deferred it, because I fear imprudently to 
bum myself with this account ; for all the charges, freights, and board, which he 
brought in his account, are directly contrary to the granted freedoms. And your 
Honor supposes that I here deduct all the freights, customs, [convoyen,] and duties, 
wholly from the wheat ; the Lord hath always been pleased to excuse me from so 
doing. For I have never entertained such a thought as to liquidate tlie account with 
Kiell. Now that I understand your Honor's intention, 1 shall never deliver another 
handful of wheat to the company, unless they either pay me on delivery, [ofte ten sy 
datse my eontant betallen,] or unless I receive other orders from your Honor. How- 
ever, I have delivered very little graiu, except last year, only twelve lasts, and then 
not a single grain was once on my order. But, heretofore, the boors have always 
delivered the grain lo the company on their own authority. There ia no kuowiag, 
sometimes, where all llie grain that is raised in the colonic remains, or is consumed 
liut I shall send the Lord, by the first opportunity, an extract of an account which 
1 have, through friendship, received out of the A. Croll's book, whereby the Lord 
shall see and find what has been consumed by the boors, and all paid in wheat, where- 
of your Honor has been wholly wronged [gefrusteert] and deprived. But so soon as 
(ho accounts of the bonweries are made up, and your Honor hath this extract, your 
Honor llieii can see who intends beet by the Lord Patroon. 

What the Lord, my master, commands me to receive in good regard the eonnsel of 
Dominie Megapolensis ; and therein to foUow hla Keverence's advice — I have never 
failed so lo do, hut have always communicated lo him whatever occurred here, to 
have his opinion thereupon ere I concluded to undertake any thing, and have always 
thaidifully received his reverence's counsel. Further, I shall use my utmost dili' 
gence to collect the rest and to post all the debits and credits, [schulden en weder- 
schulden,] Beavers and Seawan. I shall then, without fail, send you all by the 
next opportunity. As to what appertains to the dutlels, I have, in all I received, 
not perceived any damage worth mentioning, but got them tn good condition. 

Your honor further orders me in his letter to have some of (he studs gelded. This 
I did last spring to the number of twelve, and two more recently, being fourteen in 
all. God be thanked Ihey all fared well, without any of them having been injured or 
killed, though there were some eight or nine years olds among them. There are nine 
more in the colonie, besides one yearling, to wit: — two ready for use (om (e springen) 
in the five bouweries on the east bank ; Andries de Tos and Van Nes have together 
one for their use ; and Brandt and Van der Doncq together, one for theirs ; Broer Cor- 
nelissen, ditto; on the Great Flatt are four; whereof two of the most delicate will be 
cut next harvest. Doubtless the Patroon shall have a much greater increase every 
year than he has had hitherto. For the studs heretofore followed the mares so anx- 
iously that the tatter could not be touched, and now they go so tame that it is curiauB 
58 
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to remark. And, before this, we were obliged, according to the age of the studs, to 
go look for tbe horsbS to the half day, and they came safely home, 'f eunis Uirebseii 
is here from the master gelder. 1 have paid him one great pound for each stud he 
operated on. I have sent the residents all the full number of hoteee and cows, accord- 
ing to their contract. I have full twenty draft horses, at present, on the Flatt (op de 
Vlaehte) besides the milch cows, but they are all young cattle. 

Further, tonching the letter sent to your Honor by the Mahicanders, your Honor 
will please not to be surprised ; for I came, by great luck, four or five days after the 
return of the sloop from above, and overtook it there by reason of contrary winds } 
and received a day or two after the return of this, the resolution of Fister Cornelissen 
and Broer Cornelissen. So that I got ou board the sloop, and there hastily «TOte r, 
short letter to your Honor, because I thought it was necessary to advise you. 

Your Honor further writes that you understand that I had placed Labbatie on the 
Great Flatt, and promised him twenty guilders per mouth, and your honor asks what 
farm work can he do. Those who wrote that to your honor lie like rogues. For I 
never thought of it ; but my intention was that Labbatie should pass the winter on 
the Flatt to trade, as good trade is drove there from above during the winter, but never 
has there been any talk of monthly wages. For so long as Labbatie has been out of 
his boundsn time, he has never asked or demanded any increase of wages, but always 
said that he should leave that to the discretion of the Lord Fatroon. But I 
shrewdly suspect that this report was sent to his Honor by Van der Doncq, whom this 
undertaken work hath sorely Irenbled, because he can make nothing by it ; and still 
daily doth he, in my absence, go about tinding fault that men expect to make great 
protit for the masters, but that it will miss. But I have nothing lo say. Tho work 
is but begun. Yet I hope, please God, to have next harvest as much corn in the 
ground as the best bouwerie in the colonie. I have, at present, about ten to twelve 
morgens of oats planted, and had there not been so many hidden stumps in the land, 
I should have had much more sown. But there Is not much fallow. From this year 
there will ba still more rye. But generally the lirst year is the Bhrnmest. I trust 
firmly that all the bouweries have not had so much to clear as this Flatt alone. It 
was all hidden stumps and roots, which were not perceived until the plough struck 
right on them. Your honor further writes that you do not want any bouwerie for 
yourself 

I shall therefore keep together an exact account of all (he expenses which have 
been incurred thereon. I shall, then, request of your honor, as I have already done, 
to be preferred before all others for the same Flatt, and I shall then, accorduig to op- 
portunity, contract with your honor therefor, and willmgly meet all expenses. I am 
assured that there is no bouwerie in the colonie which shall have been less expensive 
than this ; which shall sooner repay the outlay, and that by grain alone, without 
counting the increase of cattle. I hope, with God's blessing on the grain, that this 
bouwerie, in two years, will be free of all expense. I have last spiing built on this 
Flatt a farm house, thirty feet covered with tiles, for the residence of the carpsntors 
and laborers. 

I had, moreover, contracted with Jan Cornelissen, carpenter, for a large farm- 
house ; and he had promised to begin it in mid April, which he has not yet done. 
From May to this date, I believe that he has not worked fourteen days, bnt has been 
drunk all the time. I have demanded frequently of him, if he would not go on with the 
work, and he has always asked for delay ; but he will not begin, because I have made 
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a bvorable bargain with him. He musl build Tar TOO guilders a house 130 het long 
by 38 feet wide ; 40 feel is deducted for a dwelling. There remain 80 feet for ths 
farm-house. The dwelling part lo be floored above and below ; a cellar W feet long 
by 28 feet wide ; a half-jutting chamber (oen hang-kanier) for the serwautfi' sleeping 
room ; a small room (sen kooi) in the farm-house for the farm laborers ; an enclosed 
stable for the studs, and further to make a horse and cow stable, and what else apper- 
tains thereto, and that subject to the iiispeclion of persoua conversant with such sort of 
work, anil who underatand carpentry. The other carpenterswill not build it for 1,000 
guilders ; so tbat he is not very oniious for the job. I made the contract witb him 
when he was sober in the presence of Dom. Johamies, and Mr. Abraham ajid An- 
thony de HoDges, and committed it to writing on the instant. So tliat I shall be 
obliged to have that house erected by others under protest ; for the time cannot ad- 
mit of further delay. It muet be covered in against the winter, for tho cattle must, 
above all tbings, have their stabling. I placed all the reedfor the house ast ryes 

As regards the tobacco of Albert Andriessen aad his brother, I know m se 

than that your Honor will get the crop, as it was planted in the time his 
Your Honor further orders that I should pay this money to Albert here m 
able goods. All that will go well. But still remains the question or d IF b 

tweeii US, which is this: — whereas Albert hath, before this, opposed tlie placards, and 
moreover, heretofore, hath scolded the Lord Pattooii and the whole council, so that 
he was condemned in a heavy line, I shall therefore deduct thja fine from the amount 
to be paid for the delivered tobacco. The fine for which he is indebted according lo 
law, for opposition to the placard and scandalous scolding, amounts to 312 fl. We 
should long ago have levied this sum by execution, but 1 have all along waited pa- 
tiently for the dehvered tobacco. 

As for {he answer which your Honor sent to tho pretensions of Andreas Hudde, I 
shall give an extract thereof lo the Heer Kiefl, and apeak to himself about it. 

As for the Church, it is not yet contracted for, uor even begun. I had written 
last year to your Honor, that I had a buddiug almost ready, namely, the covenanted 
work, which would have been for Dom. Megapolensis ; and this house was not agree- 
able to the taste of Dom. Johannes ; in other respects it was altogether suitable for 
him, so that I have laid it aade. That which I intend to build this summer in the 
pine grove, [in het Greynen Bosch,] will be 34 feet long by 19 feet wide. It will be 
large enough, for the first three or fotu^ years, to preach in, and can afterwards al- 
ways serve for the residence of the sexton, or for a school. I hope your Honor will 
not take this ill, as it happened through good intention. 

Regarding the diamond [het crystal] near Michel Janssen's house, of which your Hon- 
or writes that 1 should send over some more specimens thereof, I have spoken about 
it to Michel Jansen, and to several others, to engage them to bury it- But they will 
not do BO, apparently because tliey fear for the labor, and it will terminate badly. 

The Lord Patroon is very much surprised that so little care has been taken of the 
vines which his Honor sent. I planted them in the garden, but they were killed 
by the frost, like the others brought to tho country. I believe, in my opinion, that 
they did not suffer in tho least from the high water. 

As regards the formulary which your Honor sent, it shall, for the future, he fol- 
lowed as well for horses as for cows. I should have been pleased that your Honor 
had sent it before, in order to atFord your Honor greater content. Your Honor is, 
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jui'rtover, surprised that Albert Audriesz. hath euch privilege ; Ihat a belter inventory ia 
nut taken of his stpck of cattle. Tile messenger Bays that he will not allow any pre- 
emption, and what k more, will not give you any part of the cattle, although he 
purchased the cowfl while ypur Honor's contract with the mill company was still hi 



I shall send by Willem Turck as many pellriee as I can brhig m. Your Honor 19 
eurprised that all my letters mention haate ; this, in short, shall serre as aa explana- 
tion. The ships are Bometimos 14 days, and even more, at the Manhattans, before 
we receive any tidings or intelligence thereof, and then, receiving letters, the sloops 
remain only five, six, or seven days, so the letters must then be got ready in a hurry. 
The Lord says that this ought to be done beforehand, which might easily be, if wa 
had not to answer the Lord's letters. For we could well advise the Lord in one of 
the alFairs of the colonie. For the future, whatever will be pleasing lo the Patroon, 
Rhall be done, for in all things I am subject lo obey his order in aa much as it lies in 
my power. 

In regard to your Honor's instructions lo inquire what price wheal commands in 
Virginia, 1 cannot very weU undertake that. Bat so far as I hear and understand, it 
goes off well there, but it should be sent there ground into meal. If your Honor 
should be of opuiion lo send the ship thither, she should be well provided with strong 
distilled waters, which are much in demand there, together with duffels and wide 
linen. Tobacco can be hud at a lo 3 advance on the price in Holland. All 

the com which will be delivered to me, I shall retain provisionally by me till further 
advice, should your Honor be pleased lo send h ship. Henceforward I will not give 
a grain more of corn to the company. 

Aa to the boors selling the wheat for 8 to 9 florins Ihe mud, [four bushela,] thai is 
true ; but t cannot say who they are. I believe that 4 te 5 lasts have been thus sold 
since last spring, and Van der Doncq hath not once been willing to look to it, nor lo 
prevent such a fraud. Your Honor further writes me that I shall speak to Van der 
DoQck and Peter Cornelissen to second me. They will uot endeavor to advance the 
business of then: own office, nor do they much try. How can they, then, aid me ? 
And they are the dogs which bite me, and still daily seek to tender me suspected, 
which Van der Doncq endeavored enough to do and hath already done, as I can in- 
fer from the Lord's writings. But wliat he has perpetrated and still commits, will be 
made manifest in its own time. I shall not, Ihoroupon, talk any further now. Doni. 
Megapolcnsis was well aware of his acts. 

Your Honor further states, that Van der Donck complains of the impertinence of 
Labbatie. These shall serve thereupon. Van der Doncq is very covetous and mo- 
nopolizing ; during my absence at the Manhattans, this Van der Doncq came, different 
times, and arrogantly spoke to Labbatie, thai ho should give him dnfTels ; sometimoa 
Seewan, and more such goods. Thereupon Labbatie answered that he had no orders 
to give out any goods — wherefore had he not asked Ihem of me before, when I was 
at home ; or that he must wdt until I should return, and such like things, much more 
than £ can detail. So then hatred became so deeply rooted, that they pursued each 
other with swords, in like manner aa he had done lo De Hooges, scolding him as an 
informer, and moreover alrack him ; and thus he acts also towards me, blaming me as 
well lo your Honor, as lo the colonials, in order to render me suspected. And he 
imagines, by reason of his ambition, that men will permit him to do what he pleases ; 
und that through ignorance, much must bo overlooked for the sake of the consequences. 
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Ab to what the Lord writeK, that what ooncenis the delivery of tliB cattle, proceed- 
ed out of the head of Broer Conieliesen. That he will not deliver up the eame, nor 
pay far them immediately, is true. He hath frequently Bpokos thereof in my presence, 
and moreover, hath also endeavored to stir up others thereto. 

What regards the resolution to send Willem Juriaenaen B^ker out of the colonie, 
I have had a very long time ample reason therefor. But no one would second me. 
Then he halh publicly abuaod the lord and master as a dishonorable man, whereupon 
he was condemned in a civil fine. This was well. Furthermore, the reeidentB who 
had driven their trade there with the Indians to the great loss of the nohle Lord, con- 
tinued this same Willem JurJaensen, and almost destroyed and ruined the whole 

As to what the Lord writes that I should not bo strictly regulate myself according 
to the price of the peltries, and that I must exert myself, as well with authority as 
with censure, to keep strange traders out, this will serve: — 

The trade heretofore has always been at Ki fathoms of seawan. Last year the resi- 
dents as well as the colonists gave T to TJ fathoms. I also gave the same. So soon 
as they saw that I and the company's commissary gave so much, they immediately 
gave 9, and suice this spring 10 fathoms. So at last, the trade ran so high, that we of 
ttie colonie, and the commJEsary at the Fort resolved, with one another, to publish a 
placard ae well for the colonists as the residents and company's servants, that they 
should not presume, on pain of heavy line and confiscation of their goods, to trade with 
the Lidians for furs at more than 9 fathoms of white wampum, or 4^ fathoms of black ; 
and that none, on pain of confiscation aforesaid, should go into the bush to trade ; and 
the order was that the olficer should prevent it. And he hath not even once attended 
to tliis ; nor even now will he do so. When he was told titat he should look to the 
frauds and abuses, in order to prevent the same as much bb poesiblo, he gave for 

not make himself suspected by the colonists, as his years, as officer, were few. And 
it happened, last year, that we concluded together on a placard that no residents 
should presume to come, with theu boats, within the limits of the colonie, on confisca- 
tion of the same. Thereupon there were great complaints on the part of the colonists, 
and they gave in remonstrances as to where they should receive goods and necessa- 
ries. Whereupon the council promised the colonists, that if there were any to be had 
at the Manhattans or elsewhere, that I should procure them, on condition for this 
promise, that they would in return pay immediately for the wares which they might 
get from me, and that I should have nothing to do with the transfer of accounts, but 
to pay me, acting thus as merchant, {so doende koopman,) right offi They were all 
salisfied, and promised to adhere to it, and to assist me. We further resolved, on the 
next court day, to issue another placard for the further strengthening of the first ; 
namely, that no mhabitants of the colonie should presume to buy any goods from the 
residents. So it happened that a few days after a sloop arrived with some goods. Im- 
mediately a party of colonists came to me and said—" This and that are come ; no 
body must make any purchases there ; you gave us the promise." To this I replied : — 
"What 1 promised, I shall perform and accomplish." I inquired if they had any 
beavers wherewith to buy these goods and wares. They answered, " No ! You must 
purchase them, and debit us with them in the account ;" which I was wholly unwil- 
ling to do. So that each one went and bought what he wished, as well dufiels as 
otherwisB. l>om. Megupolensis and I then bent for Van der Doncq, and told him 10 



db,Googlc 



462 APPENDIX, 

go quietly with his aarvant, Hana Vos, and search the aeveral houses. Now ho caine 
to visit Iteyer Stoflelien'e house. Tiiere he gossiped without once making a search, 
and then went to Willem Juiiaensen'a in the same maimer, and so forth. He further 
went to Dirck Jansen's mQl, where he waa told thcro were three pieces of duftele, and 
he removed one of them. He further went to the house of Comelis van Merckerck. 
There he chatted without once making a seaicb. In like manner he proceeded to 
Broer Cotnelissen's, where he did not search once, but only asked, " How are ye all 
here?" looked in, and retamed back, whiie he well knew that there were duffels there. 
Leaving there, he went home. In the same way he wont to Claes Janssen van 
Nyckarck'a honae, who, he also well knew, had duffels. He said — " Claes, I, shall 
come here to-inorrow to make a search. Have you any duffels ? Put them away in 
your cellar, which I shall not search." Claea himself told me this out of his own 
mouth, and promised to give me an affidavit of it, which I sh^l send your Honor by 

Moreover, I had contracted Uat harvest for the building of a houae for Dom. Mega- 
poleusis, which should be ready precisely at Christmas. They let the time pane neglect- 
ed and go by till November. Then I said that I should not allow it to be built ; there 
waa hail, anow, rain, and wind every day, and ejpectjng that the house would cause 
great expense in meat and drink, and the work not be advanced, I broke the contract, 
because they did not perform their promise. 

Maryn Adriaensen was, at Ihia lime, among ua, who offered to aell me a house of 
oak wood, ail ready — cross casings, door casings, all of oak. So the Dominie hav- 
ing consulted with us both, and concluded that Maryn's house would be a much 
better bai^ain than the other, so that I purchased the hoiiso from him for 350 
guilders. Van der Doneq coming to hear tliis, got into company, in the mean time, 
with the carpenters and several others, and there lold them that we had issued' pla- 
cards foiiiidding the colonists to trade with the residents, and whoever this interested 
should mutiny — that whoever had first concocted this had not only concocted the 
placards, and that I lUsewise sought to steal tho bread out of tho mouths of the 
colonists. Whereupon some of them were surprised that the officer should so persuade 
the people. Some, with others, forthwith conspired together to protest against me, and 
to draw a circle under the protest, within which to place their names, so that it should 
not be known who had first signed it. This protest having been drawn up, some were 
for driving me out of the colonie as a rogue ; others wished to take my life. But 
nothing resulted tVom these threats. Herein Van der Doncq said he would honestly, 
and to our satisfaction, assist me and the conticlL But when need pressed him, (maer 
als den noot aende man glngh,) he then withdrew from me and the council to second 
them, whereof I shaU send your Honor affidavits of two persons who told me so with 
their own lips. So that your Honor can form, at once, an opinion of the matter in 
itself, and what sort of officer you have here, who causes bo much injury to a whole 
colonie. Ho intends, next year, to return home. He has been to Katsktll with some 
colonists to examine that place, and your Honor may be aseared he intends to look for 
partners to plant a colonie there. Borger Jorissen, who has heretofore been in the 
Lord's colonie, wiU live there also. He hath let his bouwerie to Brant Peelen for 900 
guilders a year, on which Brant Peelen intends to settle his brother-in-law. This 
shall not be with my consenL 

Coneeniing the hark, about the building which the Patroon had written, so that I 
might employ it in the colonic to advantage, which was my intention and meaning. 
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but I was dissuaded therpfrDm. It Ehould be well adapted in biendth to convey cal- 
tle, and that about to be built would have been loo crank, I have purchased another 
for 1100 guilders, which is a very tidy bark, provided with new aaUs, with anchor and 
cable ; can carry at sea, 7 lasts ; inland, S lasts. It has been this E{iring to the 
north, and there traded a good deal of aeawan, [wampum.] 'Tis now at the South 
River to trade. I have spoken to Carnelis Leendertzen and Manritz Janason van 
Broeckliuysen, who returned from that quarter over two days ago, and they told me 
that it would bo a good speculation, for neither the company nor the Swedes had any 
cargoes there, and there were still there 7 to 800 beavers, which lay there eipecting 
seawaQ and other goods, with all which was well provided our bark, which Cornells 
Leendertsen spoke in the mouth of the river. So that I hope good profit will result 
there. So soon as she returns, I will, if I can aocomplish it, send her with wheat to 
Virginia, to see if that can be traded there for tobacco. Inquiry shall be then made 
what merchandise is admitted there, and shall then advise your Honor thereot 

As the Heer Master orders that the day of accounts shall not be changed, bis 
Honor's tetter shall be attended to. The Heer Patroon is very much surprised that 
no mention has been made in the inventory of sheep and swine. This will uiform 
him that the farmers have frequently been spoken to. They say that the swine 
Bliay into the woods. We do not know ourselves how many piga we have. We 
were obliged to give a number to other freemen, which were forwarded on payment ; 
but yutir Honor must know that many mishaps have occurred to these. As to the 
sheep, to couut which Mauritz Jansseu was appointed, they were correctly counted ; 
but the year after, they died off like mice. A part of them were destroyed by the 
wolves. There are at present ill the colonie, young and old, about 15 to 16 sheep. 

Further, may it please the Lord to understand, tliat three islands lie between Broer 
Coraelissen and the Flatt, [de Vlachte,] one of which, right opposite the Flatt, is 
about 20 to 25 morgens in extent, which have not been yet purchased from the own- 
ers. 1 shall allow that island opposite the Flatt, and a portion of fallow, to be plough- 
ed, in order to be sowed next harvest with wheat ; for on the Fiatt I have only 16 to 
17 morgena which I can have under the plough this year. Because there ia ao much 
to regulate, and I do not wiah to have the time of the servants wasted, I have begun 
on the aforesaid island. By regularity, every tiling can be done at a proper aeason ; 
as men have more leisure at present than at any other time, so please God, there will 
be fully 30 morgens sown next fall with winter gram. I shall therefore be obliged to 
purchase the said islands from the Indians, tliongh they will ill bear to part with 
them. For we are bound now and hereafter [schier of morgen) to give the IndioJis 
no provocation to rebel. 

I have been on horseback with LabbatJe and Jacob Jansseu van Amsterdam, last 
year, to the Mohawk country, where three Frenchmen were prisoners ; one of whom 
was a, Jesuit, a very learned scholar, who was very cruelly treated, his finger and 
tlimnb being cut off. I carried presents there, and requested that we should preserve 
good neighborship, and that no injury should ho done, either to (he colonists or to 
tbeu-cattle.whichallthelndiansatlhe three castles have thankfully accepted. We 
were entertained right well m every friendly manner there. We were obliged to halt 
a quarter of an hour before each castle, until the Indians' (here saluted us with divers 
musket-shots. There was also great joy among them because I had come there- 
Indians were immediately ordered lo go out to shoot, who brought us in excellent tur- 
keys. I then tlioroughly visited all their castles, and invited all the chiefs ol all the 
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three castlea Co assemble toother, and propoaed to them to release the French prison- 
ers. Bat there was no appearaocB of this, which they refused with good reason. 
Said they, " Wo shall manifest toward you every friendship that is in our power, but 
on tliis subject we will be silent. Beeid^B, you weU know how they treat our people 
who fall into their hands. Had wo delayed lo teach there three or four days longer, 
they would have been bumL" I presented them, for the ransom of the Frenchmen, 
about 600 guilders in goods, lo which all the colonie will contribute. But they would 
not accept them. But we persuaded them bo far, that they promised not to kill 
tliem, and to convey tliem bacli to their country. The French captivea ran scream- 
ing aflat ua, and besought ua that we would do all in our power lo release them out 
of the hands of the barbariaoB. But there was no likelihood at ail of thie. On my 
tetum, they gave mo an escort of 10 to 12 armed men, who conducted ua back home. 
Within half a day's joamey from the colonie, lice the most beantiful land on the Mo- 
hawk River that eye ever saw ; full a day's journey long, and mostly contiguous the 
one to the other. But it is impossible to reach there in a boat, on account of the 
strength of the stream which runs there, and on Ihe other hand, of (he shallowness 
of the water ; but I think that it could be reached with wagons. Two of these 
Frenchmen, of whom the Jesuit was one, have been lo my honse last May. They 
said they hoped that means could be found now to procure their release. So soon as 
tlie Indians return from hunting, I shall ondeamr to obtain their freedom. I shall 
send your Honor, by the tirat opportunity, the journal of my journey. 

I have purchased at the mill-kill from Jan Michaelsen, a house, and a large oblong 
building, which he bought from Sander Leendertaen, for GOO gl., according to his 
receipt But I shall pay for it mostly through his account. As a passable bam 
Glands thereon, a good bouwerie can be made there. In the same way, as there is a 
good bam by the house of CotneUs Teunisaen on the Fifth kill, where also a good 
bouweiie can be established. 

Cornells Teunissen goes also over. He hath given in his account, both debit and 
credit. There is to his credit, an item of aO pieces of timber [balken] which come 
on account of the yacht. Tliey were sold again at the Manhattans for 100 guilders. 
There is also a parcel of 100 pieces of timber, which I delivered lo the company for 
2 sloops' freight. Each sloop's voyage lasted MX weeks, which should have greatly 
swelled the freight. 

Of the 30m. slone which yoor honor sent out last year per the Houttuyn, I have 
not received above 10 thousand, as I'm told by my skipper Louwerna and othera. 
The skipper of the Houttuyn retiunod them for ballast. Your honor will be pleased 
not to send any more stone, for we can purchase them cheaper at the north than 
thoBB cost which your honor sent, and they are as large again. The four thousand 
tiles which your honor sent are not worth the freight ; for they crumble all away 
like sand. I have not had from these more than 10 to 13 hundred good tiles. The 
rest are good for nothing. The broker who purehased the tiles for your honor hath 
grossly cheated you. 

I am, at present, betrothed to the widow of the late M. Jonas Broaclt. May the 
good God vouchsafe to bless me in my undertaking, and please to grant that it might 
oonduce to His honor, Co out mutual salvation. Amen. 

I Bjpect lo send tha IJeer {Lord) fay the next opportunity the aocnunCs ; and I in- 
tend, if his honor please lo conwnt, lo go over [to Hollaud) next year, as soon as / 
shall have received hit, iioiiors answer, to request of his honor a favorable lease of a 
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bouwerie, there to fix my reradence in the colonie far a good number of yeara, if the 
Lord spare my life. If yom honor should pleiue to permit me to return home, as I 
hope, I request, with all aubmisBJon, that the uoble Lord will please to grant my future 
wife leave tc reside until my return Iq his honor's house, by Authonie de Hooges. I 
trust that the Doble Lord will not receive damage thereby, for she is a good house- 
keeper, as I hope the noble I^rd shall leani from othera. I shonld not altogether 
wish to take her over and hither with me; for we are sobject to divers dangers from 
the Bea. OtherwlBe, I hope to make my journey to Patrla as short as possible. 

Neither I nor the company have scarcely had any trade this year. I beiieve the 
residents have conveyed fully 3 to 4,000 furs from above. So great a trade has never 
been driven, as this year, and it would be very proStable if your honor could bring 
about, with a higher hand, that the residents should not come to the colonie (o trade 
Otherwise your honor will never derive any profit. 

Herewith ending, I beg to advise the noble Lord, if I have used any boldnesB, to 
be pleased to take it in the best part. Happiness to your honor, and yoor honor's be- 
loved wife and children, and that God may preserve you in His grace, la mine, and 
my Aiture partner's greeting. 

Your Honor's dutiful and obliged servant, 

Akendt vu( Couxft. 

&9 
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M. 

Insinuation, Protest, and Presentment, on behalf of the Pat'oon of the 



[FroiD tbe KensBcl^rsH^ck USS ] 

I, NiCHOLis CooRN, Waott-mBBBter over RensHelaerB-Sleyn, and on behalf of the 
noble Lord Kiliaen van Reoaselaar, under the High Junsdiction of tlie High and 
Mighty Lorda Stalaa General of the DriLted Netherlands, and the Privileged West 
India Company, Hereditary Commander of the Colonies on this North River of New 
Nethertand, and as Vice Commander thereof in his place, let you 

know that you shall not presume to abuse this river to the in- 
jury of the acquired right of the aforesaid Lord, in his quality as Patroon of the Colo- 
nie of Reiiseelaerewyck, the firat and oldest on this river. 

Which riglit he hath obtained on the 19th November, 1629, pursuant to his free- 
doms and enemptions from the Assembly »f the XIX. of the Privileged West India 
Company, by the fifth article of which it was promised that care would he taken that 
the first occupiers (being he the Patroon) should not be prejudiced ut the right which 
they obtained. 

Which by the High and Mighty Lords States General aforesaid was further con- 
firmed and enlarged by their High Mightinesses' sealed letters, dated iirth Feb. 1G4I, 
which were granted to him and to his heirs for ever. 

And, whereas he declares to be greatly prejudiced ; 

Firstly, Inasmuch as you frequent this river without his knowledge, and have 
come thus far against bis will ; 

Secondly, Endeavormg afterwards to withdraw from him and allure to yomself the 
tribes round about, who for many years have been accustomed to trade either at Fort 
Orange with the Company's Commia, or with his Commis hi particular ; and if posi- 
hle to divert them away to his injury, and to show these tribes other secret trading 
places, greatly to the prejudice of the West India Company and of him the Patroon ; 

Thirdly, That you have destroyed the trade in furs by advancing and raising the 
price thereof on the Company's commis at Fort Orange, as well as on his, the 
Patroon's commis ; that you are satielied if you get merely some booty from it, not 
caring afterwards whether or not the trade be so ruined that the Fatmon will thereby 
be unable to meet (he expenses of hie colonic, the same being greatly prejudicial to 
him, the Patroon. 

Fonrtbly, That you sought to debauch and pervert his own inhabitants and sub- 
jecta against their lord and master, furnishing them, among other things, with wine and 
strong drink, and selling this to them at an usurious and high price, against his will ; 
causuig yourself to be paid in peltries, which Ihey, contrary to his orders and their own 
promise, trade for, or in wheal, which they purloin from their lord ; whereof they have 
given no account ; whereof the lawful tenths were not legally drawn ; whereof he, the 
Patroon, hath not even received his third part or half according to contract; and 
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wherfof he hath not reftised the light of prs-emption, obliging Uib pBlioon, whom hte 
people hath assisted with little oi no advances, considering hk outlay, to enter these 
on hia books, while you pass away with tiiat, yea, with h)a ahaje, whereby he is ren- 
dered unable to provide hie people with all ihoy require, because you bo exhaust them 
and impoverish his colonie, which is highly prejudicial to him the Patroon. 

All which not being bound to suffer from any private individuals, he doth warn yon 
entirety to refrain therefrom. Protesting in the name aforesaid, should you presume, in 
defiance of law, to endeavor, contrary to Ibis protest, lo pass by force, that I am 
directed to prevent yon. Nevertheless, with power under this presentment, to Itade 
with his coDnmia, but in no wise with the Indians oi his particular subjects, as Is fur- 
ther to be seen and read in the admonition and instruction given by him, the Patroon, 
lo Pieter Wyncoop, as commis, and Arendl van Curler, as commissary-general, and 
that in conformity to the Testrictione of the Reglement therein contained. 

And to declare to you, should you use force, that you will be guilty of. 

Firstly, Crime against tlie High and Mighty Lords States General. 

Secondly, Crime against the West India Company, and their Governor. 

Thmlly, Crime against him, the Patroon. and his command, under whose jurisdic- 
tion you at present are residing in his despite and against his will, obli^ng us to neces- 

Wherefore, I, m the name aforesaid, shall await what you will answer, do, or per- 
mit, to regulate myself accorduigly, still fully admonishing you that you can have no 
Acte (except from the High and Mighty Lords the Statea General, IhemBelves) which 
can deprive him of lliie his right, and that in case of loss you will have to indem- 
nify him the Patroon. 

Which aforesaid Acts passed by the aforesaid Lord Patroon and Commander, ho 
hereby approves with the signature by his own hand, and by the sealing with (he 
seal of him the Patroon, and of the Cotonie of ReasaelaerBwyck, this 3th of Septem- 
ber, 1643. In Amsterdam, 

Waa Bubficribed, 
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[Fiam the ReniBeLaerswyck US.] 

Wheress, I have great reaaoii to presume that Adrlaen van der Donok, iu my ab- 
sence and when I am away, may seek, by backbiting, to blame me, (far I know well 
hia disposition, Mel in ore, Fel in corde,) aod in other ways to impute lies ; so have I 
thought well to note the following by way of memorandum, in order that the time, 
the recollection, aud the tiutn may not be obscured. 

It happened (hen at the house of oar worthy pastor Dominie Megapolensls, that 
Van der Donck was in treaty with Michael Janeen about hiring him his bouwerjo 
for so tang aa bis lease was concerned, for which purpose they had coma together at 
the aforesaid place. And aa I bad also come there, 1 mentioned to him that before 
he gave it up, it was to be remarked, that he must resign it on (he conditions of Ue 
Vos and Van Es, which he denied, maint£uning that after-writing broke not a contract. 
But this afterwards appeared otherwiee, which is too long here to dctalL Secondly, 
as Michael would Bret inaiet, 83 was right, that he should have nothing to do with for- 
mer questions and losses, but every thing must be given to him clear, so Van der 
Donck and 1 fell to talk over the late burning of hia house. He maintained firmly 
that the loss of the house should fall on the Fatroon, aa he undertook to prove out of 
books. I, on the contrary, said, no; and that I should prove it from his contract, 
which excluded all law, and contained a special condition as it happened, as 1 after- 
wards showed liim. Many other reasons were given, not worth recapitulating. No 
particular question grew out of them, so they may be passed over as irrelevant. 

Out of the foregoing words then wo fell into a quarrel, and one word borrowing 
another, I stated to him some things which he had reported of me behind my back, 
whereupon, in the presence of some honorable people, he gave me, who (old him so, 
the lie. Here came the wolf out of tho aheep's clothing '. Hera hypocrisy removed 
the mask from her own face ! Here he showed tiiat he undoubtodly, long before this 
time, had ted bis ingratitude in his breast, which la also apparent from tlie censure 
which be had reported of me. 1 always had done him good. The day after that 
misfortune had happened him — namely, the 18th January, 1G46 — I sent him a ton 
of meat. I had bedde brought him and his wife to my house, and let them share 
whatever I had, good or bad, to the date 23d February atores^d. 1 say this not 
through boasting ; only to show his mask. To come to the point : — 

Having given me the lie, for my blood was warm, I took occasion (o tell him im- 
mediately, that he should quit my house, being unwilling to sit at the table with such 
a man ; and therefore, besidea, that if he did not remove his chest to aomo place by 
Wednesday the Sist, (this conversation passed on the 19th of Feb.,) I should put it 
out of doors. But he had it removed. 

He remained another day. But as I had sworn thai he should not eat sij meals in 
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my house, he was present at mealtimeB only once. Pretending; much sorrow, hii then 
came to me and would have an account of ali that he was indobted lome. To which 
1 answered — that his cunning was well known to me — that he intended one thing or 
the other with it, as 1 had fully considered. But, I said, that he required this for a 
bad purpose. Far the Lord the Patroon had charged him to render an account to 
the .commissary, and ho wished me first to render Mm an account. But that I 
should keep my finger well out of his mouth. 

I gave him, at (he same time, these reasons why I had told him to quit : — 

I. To avoid (reuble. 

II. That my slock of provisions wan nearly exhausted. 

III. On account of my freedom. Fori sometimes had something to write or to 
say which I was not willing that all mon should know. 

That I had filed a day for his leaving. 

fiecauBB I had already told him twice that he should depart, but that as yet I had 
seen no preparations for so doing. 

That I was so particular as to the day because I had sworn, for which he had al- 
ready given me oaiise. 

That I now had noted those things so closely, and no man should think it strange 
if their craft and practicea were known. 

And hereupon, forthwith, he proceeded from my house to Mr. Harmanus [Van der 
Bogaerd,] in the fort, and crept there into a cottage, or hut, into which no one 
would scarce bo willing to enter. Forsooth, 'twill be seen at once how I am tumod 
out I When one misfortune overtakes me, then it is that I am smote upon the head ', 
Miserere raei '. 

This is plausible. But when we view it right, it is not altt^ether so. For ! have 
presented, and still present him with a suitable house, wherein OfBcier Coom resided, 
into which he can move. But he must do something in the way of penance. That 
he had rather inhabit a hut under the wings of the company, than live in a decent 
house in the colonie, hath apparently its abject. God knows that. Practica est 
multiplex. 

In troubled waters, 'tis said, there is good lishing. So it happened on the occasion 
above natrated. For the following persons warm themselves by the coals of tha 
burning lire. 

[The MS. terminates abruptly hero.] 



Minate TefeTTmg Van der Donck's claims to Holland. 
[From the BensselaerBwyck MSS.) 
Whereas I have seen the credit which Adriaen van der Donck pretends tc 



according to his account, from the Lord Patroon ; 



AmauQt clMmed by him. 



3t off against 
R. 6097.17 
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But as the lioiise )La9 been burnt, and some other things which increaBe a large 
portion of his credit^ and which in my opinion oLightf according to his contract, be 
charged to bini ; also, as some items belong to his debit, such as sixteen guilders per 
annum for each servant, [ktiecht,] together with the pay for their board on coming 

On the other hand, Van der Donck thinks that he was to be held free from loss and 
expenses ; it is therefore resolved to let the matter rest so, and to transmit it as it is 
to the Honorablo Masters, so that theu advice might be learned thereupon. 
Actum, RensaeliierHwyok, 
SSth April, anoo 1646. 

Adbuen vis dee Dohoe. 



Note of Hand Co (he Deacons of the Church of Rensselaerswych, An/to 
1647. 

I, (he undersigned, Anlhonie do Hooges, have, on the part of the Noble Patroon 
of the Colonie Rouaaelaorswyek, borrowed from the Diaconie of the aforesaid place, 
for the term of one year, to be repaid in cash, at the option of the lenders, with ten 
per cent- interest per annum, the sum of three hundred guilders in seawan, whereof 
one hundred and twenty is in ordinary seawan, promising thankfully to produce at 
the aforesaid time, in stated specie aforesEud, to the Diaconie of the aforesaid place- 
In testimony whereof, have I subscribed this Acte with miue own hand. Aetum B. 
Wyck, 9th May, 1G47. 
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Tenths of those who still reside witk the Patrooit o 

[Ftom the EenMelaenwyok MSS.] 
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Tioo OJicient Leases Jor Land in the Colonie of Rensseiaerswyck. 



In the name of the Lord, Amen. 

This day, 7th September, imiio 1646, the presiding officora of the Colcmie Kenpse- 
laerewyck on one side, and Thomas Chamber on the other, have agreed and consented 
about a certain parcel of land, lying right oppoEite the Bouwerie, called the Flatt, [do 
Vlschte,] on the east bank of the river, between the two kills, which land he, Thomas 
aforesaid, shall occupy as a bouwerie for the term ot five successive years, commenc- 
ing the I5th November, anno 1647, on the following condilions i 

Thomas Chamber shall build free of all cost and. charges, and withont claiming a 
doit In return from the Lord Fatroon, at his own expense, a farm-house ^xly feet 
long, twenty feat wide in the cleat, the projection and all in proportion, as oceawon 
may require, all faithful and firm work, without further specifying the same ; but in 
all its parts and members similar (o the barn of Poentje. A dwelluig-Iiouee apart 
and separate from the bam, thirty-two feet long, eighteen feet wide, with a projection 
[uytlaetingh] on one side, the posts above the beams projecting two feet and a half, 
honest work, witliout BpeeilicatJon, and without any expense to the Pattoon as afore- 
said. Further, the haggards, palisades, and in fine, every thing free of charge to the 
Fatroon. 

On condition of receiving in hand two mares and two studi, and moreover, two 
milch cows, the increase being on halves ; but herein he eball enjoy the privilege of 
the bouweries which shall be leased on the arrival of the Director { the lisk is alijo 
half and half, except such aa (he Indiana may kill, which ehall be at the sole risk of 
the Fatroon, on BuiEcient proof being brought tbareot. In case any opportunity ehall 
offer to erect a mill near the aforesaid bouwerie, the said Thomas shall be preferred 
before all others, on the same conditions as others, or as shall then be agreed upon. 
From tha_ summer sowing of tfee ^ear I64J_, shaU^ he give tenths, a jid therewilh be^ 
qgit^ Tha last seed which he shall plant in the bouwerie he is at liberty to thrash 
without payment. 

The tenths of the lease yeara remain, as on the other bouwerie8._ The risk of the 
houses and bams and fences remain at the charge of Thomas Chamber. The said 
Thomas shall preserve the aaid house and bams above and around, and within, in firm 
and fast repair, without allowing any damage to befall them, and the land all around 
as far as is necessary, enclose with fences not over two years old, delivering up and 
transporting the same to the Lord Fatroon, Or his readent agent here, free of coat and 
charges, at the expiration of his lease. And the said houses, bams, and fences, shall 
be the Patroon's rent for the aforesaid five year^ 

In case It should happen, which God foiliid, that war should break out between us 
and the Indians, aiid Thomas be obliged to fly from the bouwerie, the lime that he 
shall be absent shallbe allowed him, and hie time begin again from the date of his return. 

And whereas Thomas Chambers demands assurance that these conditions shall be 

ratified by the Lords Masters without diminution, addition, or annulment, Ihereforedo 

6« 
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we. in the name of Ihe Lords aforesaid, promise and guaranty to the said Thomas, 
tiiat there shall be no failure or neglect in whatever is mentioled and agreed npon 
here, but, on the contrary, all shall be maintoined even as if our Lords aforcsajd tbem 
solves drew them up. 

Thomas ChamberB shall yearly pay, as an acknowledgmentj five and twenty 
pounds of batter during liis lease. Ho shall make use of hie pc^ure above and belon 

Their worships, the presiding officers aforesiud, agrss that he, Thomas, at the sxpi- 
ratlon of the above iive successive years, shall culUvate the said bouworie still threo 
fucther years, provided he pay in addition to the tenths, five hundred guilders yearly, 
from the produce of the said bouwerie, at a valoution according to the rate that grain 
shall sell for at that time ; and In addition to the aforesaid horses, one mare and one 
stud shall be delivered to him, according to agreement 

To all which the e^d Thomas Chambers hath agreed under his signature, in the 
same manner as their worships the presiding officers have promised that on their part 
there shall be no failure in the performance of these conditions, and puitctually la ob- 
serve the same under confiscation of all his goods, having and to have, present and 
future, how much soever they may be, under the obligation of renoancing, according 
to law, all [other] lords, courts, judgas, and rulers. Promising, moreover, to be in all 
obedience Euhjeet to all his [the Fatroon's) magistrates ; to be true and faithful to 
them as occasion may demand, ae a good subject is bound to be. 

In aehnowledgment hereof hath Thomas Chamber Mgned this with his own hand. 
Actum Rensselaerswyck, as above dated. 

THOUisCHiiUEEKa. In presence of me Ihe Secretary, in Iha 

name of their honors the Board afore- 
said, 

Antonio 1)h IIoogeb. 



We, guardians and tutois of Jean van Rensselaer, Palroon of the colonic called 
Renaselaerswyck, sitnato on the North River, in Now Netherland, &C., have leased 
and farmed unto Arent van Curler, who hereby also acknowledges to have leased and 
farmed from us, under the following staled conditions, re«itrictions, and stipulations, 
the Bouwery named the Flatte, (de Vlachte,) and the hereafter mentioned appurte- 
nances, for the term of six successive yeaiB, the farm lease beginning and terminating 
on the first of September, aoid that of the honae on the first of May, one thousand 
six hundred eight and forty. 

I. Firatly, the Palroon retains for hunself the tenths of all grain, fruits, and pro- 
ducts which shall be raised oif this bouwery. 

II. This bouwery contains about .... moi^ens of farmland, of which the lessee 
shall be bound yearly to cultivate .... morgens, and may, in addition, clear as much 
laud as he shall be able to till with his people, without subletting or farming the same 
durmg the contmiiance of the lease, with the understanding that the lessee shall lake 
the crops standing in the field, on the commencement hereof, such as they are paying 
the Patroon Iherefor according to the valuation of impartial persons, the Palroon agree- 
ing on the other side, to take tho crops which shall be standing on the expiration of 

HI. Tho lessee shall bo entitled to so much pasture os he shall require for his cattle 
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without paying any extra rent further tiian only one guild fo e erj e e that 

IV. And for the cultivation of the said bouwerje there shall be del vered to I m fol 
his use ax cows, two heifers, [veers pincken,] six mares, and two et da or oxen 
Irom among IhoEo on this bouweiy, and that On halves, to wit — one ha f he produce 
shall be foi: the Fatroon, and the other half for the lessee, it being well understood 
that the leasee is bonnd to restore the given number according to the chdco of the 
PatrooD, and to divido the remainder, half and half, without the lessee pretending to 
have any claim tor their maintenance or payment, or for the above-mentioned resti- 

V. And it is specially conditioned that the lessee shall not have power to keep on 
this bonwery any other cattle of private individuals, nor 1j) lend, alienate, or give away 
during the continuance of the lease of this bonweryf any of the received sWck, with- 
out our special consent, and he shall duly convey and ride all the manure on and 
over the land. 

VI. For the use of which bouwcry and occupancy of the house, the lessee shall pay 
yearly to the Fatroon the sum of five hundred guilders, {$30(1,) hut for the first year 
a deduction of one hundred and fifty guilders ($60) shall bo made in regard that he 
convey his laboreis thither at his own expense^which payment shall be made, the 
first half in November, and the other half iu February, in merchantable beaver-hides, 
at four guilders ($1 60) the pound, or in grain at (he current rate as the same is sold 
in tlie colonie, or in ready current money. 

VII. The loBEBB shall he holdeii to keep the houses and buildings on the bouwerye 
In good repair, and to preserve and maintain the bouwerye in good order at his own 
expense, provided tho house shall be first delivered to him wind and weather-tight, 
and at the expiration of the lease, he shall deliver It up in the same state. 

VIII. It is well understood that the lessee is holden, over and above the aforesaid 
rent, during the winter season, to out in the forest for the Fatroon, ten piecra of oak 
or fir-wood, which shall be pointed out to him, and bring the same to tho shore ; also, 
every year, to give three days' service With his wagon and horses, to the Fatroon or 
his guardians ; also, each year, to cut, split, and brmg to the waterside, Iwo fath- 
oms of hickory or other firewood ; further, to deliver yearly to the Director as quit- 
tent, one-half mud [two bushels] of wheat, five and twenty pounds of butter, and 
two pau- of fowls. 

IX. The lessee shall not lodge any strange traders in his house, nor bring nor re- 
ceive their goods on pain of forfeiUng all the conditions granted to him, and to be 
ejected as a perfidious man. 

X. And in case any qiieelion should arise between the lessee and others the same 
shall be submitted to the commissaries there, without any appeal or furthe co pla t 
being allowed. 

XI. The lessee submits himself, moreover, as a faithful subject, to all gul t 
orders, and conditions made by the Fatroon and read before hira, regard ng dw II g 
Iflgefher, and to all the statutes and ordinances to be hereafter made. 

XII. The lessee promiwug, on tho pasang of the aforesaid lease, to comport himself 
faithfully ui the said quality, and to fully follow the same ; not to defraud the Fatroon 
in the least nor in the most, directly nor indirectly, all under mortgage of his person 
and goods, moveable and immoveable, having and to have, submitting the whole 
thereof, and tho adjudication thereof, to the constraint of all laws and judges. 
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XHL Finally have the guardians and iesson reeerved, in case the aforesaid Ikiuw- 
erye should be leased by the connnissaries there, before the arrival of the Isesee 
Iliere, that this lease shall be null, and the aforesaid Curler being shewn another 
bouwerye, the coniinlEsaries there shall in that case agree with lijm thereupon, 
wherewith Curier is satisfied and agreed. 

In witness whereof is this by each party subseribed, in Amsterdam this 30th Sep- 
tember, 1647. Jehan van Weely, W. van Twiller, Atendl van Curbr, in preeence 
of me as witaes, F. van de Ven, Not. Pub. residing in Amsterdam. 
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APPENDIX. 



Prices of imported articles and domestic produce in the Colonie of R 
sclaersviycli from 1630 to 16(6. 

[Compiled from Ihe umubt books of Ibe CoLonle.] 
N. B. 30 Btivera make one florin of 40 cents, and 2i florine, one dollar. 



Keraey, red, blue, or while, per ell. 

Cloth, 

Canvass, 

Osnabruck linen, 

Duflels, 

A trimmed shirt, or chemise, 
A blanket, or coverlet, 
A linen gown, [rake,] . 
Shoes, per pair, 
Children's do., . 
Stockings, per pair, 
A skein of silk. 



A hat, 



A peajacket, 



Yarn, 
Cotton yam. 



A grindstone, 

A winnowing* fan, 

A plough and iron-work, 



A wool 






A ploughshare, ■ 
Sheep's bell, copper. 



An iron hanuner. 


l.tIO 
14 


A seine .... 


. 6.00 


Ahoopnet, 


. 7.10 


Alanlhom, 


15 


A kettle 


3 to 6.00 


A wooden ladle, 


. I.IO 


An English knife. 


1 to a.io 


Knives per doi., . 


. 4.16 


Silk buttons per doz., . 


6 


Gunpowder, per lb.. 


1.00 


Lead, 


3 


Cheese, 


3 


Soap, " 


6 


Prunes, " 


a 


Steel, 


I 


Nails, [100 to the lb.,] " 


e 


Large pine, per 1000, 


18 


Sole-leather per lb., . 


. 1,02 


Upper-leather " 


. 1.10 


Spanish wine, per can or pot, 


. 1.00 


Vinegar, " " . 


10 


Spruc6beer[lG37] " " . 


18 


Oil, 


. 1.13 


Train oil, " " , 


IG 


Brandy, 


. 1.05 


Malt per Bchepel, [3 peeks,] 


. 3.00 


A ion of white salt, . . 


. 7.13 


Half barrel of sail, . 


. 2.13 


A small barrel of salt meat, 


33.011 


Anironanvii, . 


. 100.(11 


Smiths' ooals per chaldron, . 


. 19.IU 
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jL >t. 




/..(. 


101 bus of Sai iron, 






485.00 


Clovea, per az. 


10 


1 Blacksrailh'B beUowB, 




47.00 


Mace, " " 


16 


NulmegB, per oz.. 






10 


Pepper, " " 


2 


Giager, •' » 






2 


A glass tumbler, . 


1.00 






Domestic 


Produce. 




Whettt, [1635] 


per 


.ohepe 


2.10 


Butler, per lb., . . . 


8 


Indian com, [1637] 






a.oo 


Small beer, per ton, . 


6.00 


Barley, 






a.10 


Strong beer " " . . 18 


to 20X10 


Oata, 






1.00 


Wampum, per ell. 


2.17 


Bread com. 




„ 


2.10 


Palisades, per 1000, . 


15.00 


Kye, 






a.oo 


Plank, each, . . . 1.10 to 1.16 


Turnips, 






15 


Day laborers' wages, [1637] per 


Indian corn, [1643] 




" 


1.10 


diem, .... 


to 1.10 


Molt, 




" 


2.10 


Carpenters' do., do. , 


3.00 


An ox, [1637] . 




80 to 140.00 


Eeed, per 100 bundles. 


1*0 


A tioise, . 






eo.oo 


Yellow brick, per 1000, . 


15JM 


A pig, . . 
A Bhe-goal, [1643] 


13, 


as, 30, 


to 45.00 


300 Carrots, 


2.00 






36.00 


A wagon, .... 


30.00 


Beaver each, . 




. 


to 7.00 


A bam, plough, and harrow, wer 




A beaver coal, . 






25.00 


valued, in 1G43, by the oounc 




Use of a atnd for a year. 




. 30.00 




. 835.00 


Use of a mare " 






. 40.00 


or .... 


$330.00 


A pair of fowls, . 






. 2.00 












1646. 










>at 




Jl- 


Wheal, 


pfl 


Bohepe 


, 2.10 


A gnn, .... 


35 


Oate, 




■' 


1.00 


A mare and stud. 


330 


Peas, 


" 


'■ 


3.10 


Use of a atnd for I year, . 


30 


Rye, 




■• 


2.00 


Use of a cow, . 


ao 


Indian corn. 


" 


" 


1.05 


Ahorse, .... 


160 


Lit«B beane, (boont 


,) 


" 


a.io 


A cow, . . . 50 to 120 


Buckwheat, 




" 


1.10 


A yearhng bull-calf, . 


8 


Barley, 


" 




3.05 


A pig, . . . 25toaG 


Wild beans. 


« 


" 


l.IO 


A tnn of small beer, . 


6 


Butter, 


per 


pound 


.08 


A barrel of strong beer. 


18 


Pork, 




" 


SsttolO 


An anchor of vinegar. 


31 


Old iron. 




.' 


9 


Mackerel, per 100, . 


14 


New iron. 


" 


" 


H 


A mare 3 to 6 yeara old, . 


120 


Tobacco, 




■' 


1. 


'< 2 " " . 


70 


HopB, 


<■ 




.17 


A stud, 2 " " . 


BO 


Bank, per 100, 


" 




100. 


A cow, 3 to 6 " » 


80 


SBWing do , per pi 


ice. 




.03 




Bearer, 






6 to 7.00 


wyck, per day. 


. 5 
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APPENDIX. 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE COLONIE OF ZWANENDAL. 
IFnxD B Notarial copy, wtiicti ia among papers of Ihe iBte Frapdetaties of PoDusylvuilii.l 

Extract from the Register of Resolutions agreed to at the Assembly of 
the Lords Directors of the Old West India Company, at the Chamber 
at Amsterdam. 

Tuesday the 19th June, 1639. 
The Heer Samuel Godyn haying heretofore given notice here that he intended to 
plant a colonie in N. Netheriand, and that he also to that end had engaged two persons 
to proceed thither to examine into the eltuation of thOEO quarters, declares that he, 
now in quality of Patroon, has undertaken to occopy the Bay of the South River, on 
the conditions concluded m the last Afisembly of the XIX., as he hath likewise ad- 
vised the Director Pielet Minuet, and charged him to register the same there. 



Another Eaitract, or Authentic Copy, from a bundle of papers relating to 
New Netheriand, beginning 7th Feb., 1635, and ending 2d June, 
1653. 

Whereas, Direelora of the General West India Company were commissioned on 
the 2ad August, 1634, by the Assembly of the XIX., to treat aaid Uanaact with all the 
PatroonB and colonists in New Netheriand, for the purchase of the Patroonships, 
Colonies, dignities, houses, buildings, lands, merchandisee, and all the rights, effects, 
appond^s, and dependencies thereof, which they were in poesetsian of there, 
Therefore the aforesajd commisaonera, having reported, have, with the approbation of 
ihe Chamber at Amsterdam, dated 97th November, 1634, agreed and concluded with 
Samuel Bloemmaert, Kiliaen van Rensselaer, Jacques de la Miue, Hendrick Hamel, 
Nicolaus van Setteiich, Johan van Harinckhouck, and the heirs of Samuel Godyn, 
deceased, each for their contingent, and Ihey farther representing Johan de Laet, 
(endehaer vorden sterk maeckende voor J. de L.,) that they conjointly, and each for 
himself in particular, for the behoof of the aforesaid company, shall surrender, as they 
do hereby, their two colonies, named Swaenemusei., in New Netherla d togetl er 
with the jurisdictions, dignities, lands, rights, appendages, and dependenc es tl ereunlo 
belongmg, which Ihey there, by virtue of their two distinct sealed patents ohtai ed 
before the Council of New Netheriand, resident on the island Manhattes dated the 
I5th July, 1630, and 3d June, IG31, in pursuance of letters of conveyance passed by 
Queskakous and Ensanckea, Sickoneeyns, and inhabitants of their villages and t] e otl er 
by Sawothouc, Wiewyt, Pemhacky, and others appearing on the aforesaid date, boll 
situate on the South River, as well on the south hook of the Bay, as on the east dde 
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of the said rirer, with all euch houses, buildings, outhoueee, as they or their servaata 
may have purchased, erected, or brought there, none excepted to trade with there, 
together with their own free goods, without roBerving therein any right of action, 
placing such property from now henceforn'ard la full posseesion of the aforesaid ooin- 
pany, according to Che aforesaid original letters, which they do hereby deliver ocer, 
consenting at all timEfl to grant to the aforesaid Company, before the Director and 
Council of New Netherland, when required, further conveyance, acknowledgment, 
and discharge, and to give therefor eultsble authority, without their being bound for 
any farther Indemnity. 

Likewise, they promise and deliver over, besides these, to the said company, all 
charters, maps, and papers, concerning the aforesaid colonies and affairs of New 
Netherland, as far as it remains with them, and moreover to let them remain to the 
company as their free property, without claiming thereunto any right, action, or pre- 
tension. And that for the sum of filleen thousand, six hundred guilders to be paid — 
one third part six months after the aforesaid 27tb November, 1634, to wit, an the 2Tth 
May, anno 1635, and fifteen months atler that, to wit, on the 27th August, 1636, the 
second third part, and filleen months afterwards, to wit, the STth November, 163T, the 
last third part. 

For which sum, the company shall dellTsr to each participant (partner) of the said 
colonle, accordmg to their quota and rata, by the said comparants surrendered, its par- 
tlcnlar (special) obligation, without the one bemg for all that holdeu to wait on the 
Otherfor his money. 

It being well imderstood that they conjomlly,forthe good of the company, shall take 
care that no man, henceforward, shall clmm any thing on account of Ihe aforesaid 
colonle under penalty according to law, as they hereby agree to. 

It shall be lawful to the sellers, or any of theni, for the sum to which their obliga- 
lion amounts — to wit, each according lo estimation, for the sum of nineteen hundred 
and fifty gailders, lo purchase, or cause to be purchased, goods from the company, in 
conformity to the Octroy or amplificaljan thereof, and to deduct in whole or in part, 
at the rate of 6 per cent, per annum, from the time the bill Is due according to the 
bai^ain to be made by them, or from the day that they shall notify the discount to 
the day of payment. 

And all clums and accounts which the aforesaid sellers and the company, on ac- 
count of the aforesaid Colonies, or other (ransacllons In New Netherland, both as to 
receipts and expenses, with other outstanding odd accounts, without preteuduig any 
other claims or actions In (he world, shall be included in this sale, and shall hereby 
remain discharged, and stand erased on the books. 

Only that the aforesaid sellers or their assigns shall, moreover, be free and exempt 
from the duties on the cargo of timber which the ship West lYIesland, whereof Jan 
Symoitz is skipper, shall bring back on this voy^e. 

And that the lawsuit between the Fatroons of Swaenendael and the company, de- 
pending before the court of Amsterdam, is not Included la this transaction, and the 
parties on both sides, ho far as concerns that, remain wholly tree to pursue their right 
as (hey shall thiuh proper. 

And the aforesdd contracting parties shall observe, and allow each other peaceably 
and &ee]y to enjoy the effect of this contract, under bond of law, namely, that those 
of the company shall pledge only the effects and goods of the company, moveable 
and immoveable, present and future, and the aforesaid sellers, their persons and goods 
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n manner aforesaid, all without fraud or guile. In testimony whereof, two inslru- 
ments only being made, are signed by the respective patties, in Amsterdam, this Tth 
Fsbiuary, 1635. Was subscribed, Albert Kounraetsburgh, Daniel van Libergen, 
Jean Haye, F. de Vries, Marcua van Vslckenbai][^, ^. Bloemtnaert, Henrick Hamel, 
K. van Selterich, J, van HarinckhoocV ; Hendriek Crip, for the heirs of Samuel 
Godyu ; Jacques de la Mine, KUiaeit vsu Eecsselaer, for his part m the Colonie uf 
Swa'aendael aforesaid, and no mor« 

61 
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INDEX 



[WHEKE THE SUBJECT 



Achlai Cul, altaok on, 286. 

Achterveldt, where situate, 172. 

Agriculture, India,!!, 51. 

Ages of the Rev. Mr. Megapolensia, his 
wife and children, when they came to 
N. Netherknd, 448. 

Agreement between the Rev. Mr. Mega- 
polensiB and the firet Patroon, 44B ; be- 
tween Kiliaen van Rensselaer and the 
Dlrectois of the West India Company 
relative lo the approval of the Rev. J. 
Megapoleosis as minister at Rensee- 
" iiswyck, 450. 



Ahasi 



I, 136. 



America, Jean and Sebastian Cabot sail 

along the coast of, 2S. 
American eeae, the first Dutch shipa 



171. 



ong the Indians, 65. 



Amusing anecdote of aj 
Anchor hay, where eiluale, 73. 
Animals of New Netherland, 46. 
Aquehonga'Manacltnong, 4S- 
Archipelagoes, situation of the, T3 ; pur- 
chased hy the Dutch, 215. 
Ardent spirits manufaotnred in N. Neth- 

Argal, Captain, visits the Manhattans, 69. 

Arinenveruis, 156. 

Arms qf Renaselaerswyck, The, sails for 
New Netherland, 340 ; is contiBcated, 
343 ; returns to Holland, 343. 

Assembly of the XIX., composition of the, 
90. 



Barentioon, Willem, his voyage lo the 
□orth, 28. 

Baxter, George, appointed En^ish Secre- 
tary, 259. 

Bays, Anchor and Sloop, 73. 

Beer, ordinance prohibiting an individual 
brewing, 3^9. 

Beeren island, Indian name of, 122 ; for- 
tified, 341. 

Beets, bis proposal to the States of Hal- 
land, 27. 



Beverswyck, 336 ; Dumber of houses in, 
in 1646, 390. 

Biographical sketch of the Rev. Peter 
Plancius, 94; of the Rev. Hugh Pe- 
ters, 334. 

Birds of New Netherland, 46. 

Blanck, Jutiaen, 142. 

Blessing, the bark, arrives at the Man- 
hattans, 151. 

Bloemmaert and Godyn purchase land, 
121, 125 ; sell their colonie to the West 
India Company, 365. 

Blue Cock, The, arrives with troops at 
Now Netherland, 310. 

Block, Adriaen, sails for the Maahattans, 
72 ; name of his ship, ib. ; builds th» 
Restless, ib.; his discoveries, 73. 

Boiraerdt, Joost de, commander. 36G 
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Bogardue. Rev. G., minisler at Manhat- 
lans, 142 ; quatrels with Van Twiller, 
16T ; complaints against him, 173 ; re- 
monetratefl against the war, 266 ; quar- 
rels with Kiefl, 363 ; indicted, 364. 

Books, catalogue of, Bent Co Reusselaeis- 
wyck, 454. 

Bout, Jan Evertz., aviperintendent m Pa- 
vonia, 167 ; elected one of the Eight 
Men, 285. 

Bradford, Gov. of New Plymouth, 106 ; 
l«tte[S of De Razier to, 107 ; writes to 
Director Minuit, lOa 

Bradt, Albert Andnesaen, 433 

Brandy, Grst introdaction of, among the 



Indians, 3S ; manufactured on Staten 
Island, 238. 
Brazil, Dutch expelled from several prov- 

Bressani, Father, taken prisoner by the 
Indians, 336; is ransomed by the 
Dutch, 337. 

Breukelen, why so called, 101 ; incorpo- 
rated, 383. 

Brewers, The, reast the payment of the 
excise, 311. 

Broncfc, Jonas, readence of, 250. 

Brown, Rev. Richard, separates from the 
Established church, S2. 

Burials among the Indians, SI. 



Cabot, Jean and Sebastian, follow Co- 
lumbus, 26. 

Call of the Rev. Johamies Megapolensis, 
449. 

Canada, Dutch vitil ITie River of, 33. 

, dates of some of the early patents 

for Seigneuries in, 120. 

Canaiaee Indians, location of the, 49. 

Canoes, Indian, 54. 

Carleton, Sir Dudley, remonstrates agunst 
the Dutch, 96 ; his letter to the Stales 
General, 97 ; Walloons apply to him 
for leave to settle in Vu^nia, 100. 

Castle island, dimensions of the fort on, 
76 ; the fort on destroyed, 78. 

Castleton Indians entertaui Hudson, 37. 



Castle Rem 



r, 343. 



d Euglisl 



Catalogue of books for the Colonie of 

Renaselaerswyck, 454. 
Causes estranging the Indians from the 

Charges gainst the Dutch for betraying 
the Puritans, falsehood of the, exposed, 

Charles I., Dutch ambassadore visit, 133. 

Charlfs II., Rev. N. van Renaselaer's 
prophecy relating to, 133. 

Charles V. grants an island in AmericB,26. 

Charter to the Dutch West India Com- 
pany, 89, 90, 399; itsproviMons com- 
pared with those granted by other Eu- 
ropean powers, 91 ; to Patroons, 112 ; 
legality thereof admitted, 159: of 
1640, 219. 

Children of manumitted slaves not &ee, 
385. 

Church at Benseelaetswyck, erection of 
a, 330; promissory note to the deacons 
of, 471. 

Church, site of the fiist in N. Amster- 
dam, 155 ; measures taken to build a 
new, in Fort Amsterdam, 259 ; in- 
EcripUon on the front of, 362. 



of him, 435. 
Cogswell, Robert, protest against, 231. 
Cole, Lenaert, assistant aecretaiy, 103, 

124. 
Colon- donck, situation and boundarie 

of the colonie of, 383. 
Collision with the Hav 

40; between Dutch B 

F rt O g 145 
C Iman J h k 11 d 3b 
L 1 es hdrte t pi N. N.,112. 

C mmiBs ns t tt k Indians, 367 

C ti t Tl R d scovered, 73 

1 d p hawd 150; Fort Good 

H pe t d m English take 

isesB f 154 t hies between 

D h and th E glish on the. 



I 1 



f tl P oo 
k 11 t th D re 



f Rem 
rs of 11 






M M g 

C us t ry Ih fir^t N N., 360. 

C tract f b Idmg hurch at New 
Amsterdam, 263 , for a hoise mill, 
388 ; between Mr. Van Rensselaer aud 
(he Rev. Mr. Megapolensis, 448. 

Country produce, prices of, at Rensse- 
laeiswyck, 478. 

Coorn,Nicolau8,343 ; fires at the Hope, 
344 ; iHotests against Van der Huy- 
ghens and appointed fiscal of Rensse- 
laerswyck, 345. 

Corchaug Indians, location of the, 50. 

Corssen, Arent, commissary at Fort Nas- 
sau, 143 ; purchases land on the Schuyl- 
kill, 156 ; is drowned, 359. 

Corstiaenasen, Henriek, second voyage to 
the Manhattaua, 73; erects a lort 
thero, 77. 
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CoBtsr, Willem Comeliai., murdered, 983. 

Council— names of Peter Minuit's council, 

101 ; of Woutec van Twiller's, 142 ; of Creati 
Du'Bctor Kieft'B, 180. Crotoi 



ComtHlay «BtabIished nt New Ameter 



e of the Twelve 



eignsa 



idmg U 



tack of Ihe Indiana, 9C5 ; elected one 
of tiie Eight Men, 2^4 ; expelled the 
board, aS5. [See "Names of Sottlere 
in ReuffielaerBwyck," 434.] 

Deacons of the Church at Reneselaere- 
wyck, note of hand to the, 471. 

Debit and credit account of the estate of 
Kiliaen van Eenasolaor at his dealh, 
4tig. 

Deed of sale of the Colonie of Zwanen- 
dael to the West India Company, 479. 

De Forest family, aome particuJara of the, 
186. 

De Hoogee, Anlonie, 323. 

De Laet, freedoms and condltione submit- 
ted by Johannes, 193. 

Delaware, Hudson anchors in the great 
bay of Ihe, 34 ; subdivision of the In- 
dian tribes on the, 49 ; first settlement 
of Europeans an the, 100 ; the Dutch 
plant a colonie at tlie iDoulh of the, 
129 ; the Swedes settle on Ihe, 189 ; 
the English attempt a settlement on 
the, 331. 

De Razier, Isaac, 103 ; visits New Piy. 
moutli, 108 ; disgraced, 130. 

De Vrias, Capl. David P., one of the 



luth River Company, 198 ; arrives 
aL Zwanendal, 139 ; returns to (he 
Delaware and finds the colonie de- 
stroyed, 139 ; makes peace with the 
Indians, ib. ; quarrels with Van Twil- 
ler, 147 ; his opinion of the company's 
servants at Fort Amsterdam, 148. 

Dimeuwons of the first church in Rensso- 
laerswyck, 330. 

Director General of N. N., his powers, 

Diemiffial of the Bev. Mr, Mogapolensia 
by the Classis of Amaterdajn, 419, 

Doughty, Kev. Francis, removes to Long 
Island, 357 j appeals from a deci^ou 
rendered by Kieft, and is fined and im- 
prisoned, 394 1 further particulars about 
him, 43T, 438. 

Droit Belgique, what, 90. 

Dutch, The, begin to trade with New 
England, 105; settiemenls in 1R30, 
condition of the, 138 ; ambassadors, re- 
ply of the Lords Commissioners, to the. 
134 ; drive the English from the North 
River, 146 ; and from the South Riv- 
er, 353. 

Dutchman's Island, 174 

Duyekingh, Evert, wounded at Fort 
Hope, 214. 

Dwellings of (he Indians, 53. 



East India Company, The, incorporated, 
30. 

East River, The, called the Hellcat, 72. 

Eaton, Gov., his answer to Kieft, 376. 

Education, neglected state of, 396. 

Election of magistrates authoriied in the 
fifteenth century, 392. 

Eelkens, Jacob Jacobz., comm ander of the 
fort on Castle Island, 76 ; supercargo 
of Ihe William, 143 ; difficulties with, 
144 ; attempts to trade with the Indi- 
ans, 145 ; is obUged to leave the Hud- 
son River, 146. 

Eeudracht, The ship, seized at Plymouth, 
131 ; Dutch ambasaadora demand her 
release, 133 ; released, 136. 

Eghquaous, 48, 104. 

Eight Men, The, elected, 384 ; their pro- 
ceedings, 985, 988 ; wriia to Holland, 
-389 ; object to the excise, 306 ; com- 
plain against Kieft, 313. 



English, jealous of the Dutch, 95 ; en- 
croachments of the, on N. N., 168; 
tear down Dutch arms, 170 ; atten^t 
a settlement on the South River, 170, 
931 ; expelled therefrom, 353 ; residents 
at N. Arnsterdam, names of the, 308 ; 
settle New Haven, ib. ; assault the 
Dutch at Fort Hope, 309, 939; begin 
to settle on Long Island, 910 ; continue 
to quarrel with the Dutch, 213 ; tear 
down the Dutch arms at Oyster Bay, 
316 ; brought prisoners to Fort Am- 
sterdam, 317 ; send agents to Eug- 
land, 334 ; their instmctions, 335, and 
proposals to the W. I. Co., 336 ; theit 
complaints against the Dutch, 351 ; 
send deputies to New Amsterdam, 354. 

English colonies form a confederation. 



379. 



— corps formed In N. Amsterdam, 
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to Kieft, 
implaints of the, agahist the 



Dutch, like thosi 



md credit ai 



il of the, at hie death. 



Estimate of a civil list for N. N., 351, 

Europeans, first aettiemenl of, on the De- 
laware, 100. 

Evcrlsen familj', the, Ifll. 

EApenditure tor llie first eetllement of 
Rensaelaerswyok in 1630, account of 
the, 249. 

Exports of N. N., value of in 1G32, 1633. 



Fairs ostablished at New Amsterdam, 
239. 

Farrelt, Mr., agent lo Lord Stirluig, ar- 
rives at New Amsterdam, 215 ; sells 
land DD Long Island, 217. 

FitBt English ship sails up (he Hudson 
River, 143. 

Fishes of New Nelherland, 46. 

Five Nations, tribfB composing the, 79. 

Flatlands, first settlement of, 173. 

Food among the Indians, 52. 

Foreign countries, company of, 29. 



Fort Amsterdam built, 104 ; ofiicets at, 

143 ; dimensians of, 17L 
Fort Good Hope erected, 151. 
Freedoms aud exemptions proposed by 

De Laet, 192 ; by the Patroona, 197 ; 

disapproved, 199 : of 1640, Slg. 
Free tradeis. Form of a protest against, by 

the Patroon of Renseelaerewyck, 466. 
Fresh Waler Kiver, The, discovered, 73. 
Fruits of New Netherland, 45. 
Fuyck, The, 32a 



Gambling among the Indiana, 65. 

Gardiner's Island settled, 311. 

Genera] Peace, terms of the treaty of, 

between the Dutch and the IndiaoB, 

356. 
Glen Sander Leenderisen, 438. 
Goires', Sir Ferdinando, letter to CapL 

Mason about an expedition against the 

Dutch, 416. 
Godyn and Blnemmaert, lands in N. N. 

purchased by, 131, 125. 
Godyn, Samuel, notice of his intention 



to plant a colonie at the Bay of the 
South River, 479. 

Government among the Indians, 56. 

Government, municipal, forms of, 390. 

Governor Island, Indian name of, 174. 

Gravenzande, fitst seltlemetit of, 25S; 
attacked by Indians, 287 ; incorpora- 
ted, 358. 

Greenbush, Indian name for, 330. 

Greenwich submlte to the Dutch, 252. 

Gustavus Adolphus incorporates a Swe- 
dish West India Company, 188. 



Ilackingsacks, location of the, 4S. 

Halt Moon, the, 33. 

returns to Holland, 42. 

Heemskirk, Jacob, sails to the north, 
conquers B Spanish fleet, 67. 

Heemstede, battle at, 399; towi 
planted, 317. 

Hellegat, the river, 44 ; why so ca 
72. 

Hendricksen, Capt, Cornells, lays a re- 
port of his voyage before States Gene- 
ral, 77; substance of his report, 78. 

Heyn, Admiral Pieler Fietersen, 111, 

Hindlopen, Cape, why so called, 73, 

Hohokan-hacking, 135 ; why so called, 
136. 



lUed, 



Holland, number of Manora in, entitled to 

municipal rights, 392. 
Hollandaer, Peter, arrives at the Dek- 

tvare, 365. 
Holmes, IJeut., sails to the Connecticut, 

153 ; builds a house there, 154 ; his re- 
ply to the Dutch protest, ib, 
HolmtB, Geo., and associatea taken pris- 

oneiB by the Dutch, 170. 
Hopkins, Gov., difficulties with him, 213. 
HoraimuB, 126. 

Horse mill in Rensseiaerewyck, 388. 
Houses round Forts Amsterdam and 

Orange, descripliun of the, 388. 
Houten, Hans Joriasen, commifflary at 

Fort Orange, 142. 
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Houtman, Cornelis, his proposal, S9. 

Hudde, Andries, appointed aarvej-or, 959 ; 
sent as commiBcary to the Sautb Riv- 
er, 371 ; difierencea with the Swedish 
goTemor there, 372; purcbaaas land 
from the Indinos, 373 ; complains of 
the Swedes, 375. 

Hudson, Henry, his voyages to the nonh, 
33 ; sails in the Half Moon, 33 ; visits 
Pooobacot Bay and the Delaware, 34 ; 
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enters the North lUver, 35; detains 
Eonie Indians as hostages, 36 ; lands 
near Caetleton, 37 ; furnishes brandy 
to the Indians, 33 ; leaves the North 
River and arrives at Dartmouth, 41 ; 
his death, 43. 

Hunting among the Indians, 51. 

Hutchinson, Mrs. Anne, murderer] liy 
the Indians, 387 ; her daughter ransom- 
ed by the Dutch, 357. 



I. 

Immortality of the soul, opuiion among the, it 






1 the, e: 



Imports, value of, in 1634, 167. 

Imprted goods, prices of, at Renaselaers- 
wyck, 477. 

Incorporation of the W, I. Company, 89. 

Indians, first introduction of ardent spirits 
among the, 38 ; coUisian with the 
Haverstraw, 40 ; tribes of N. Nether- 
land enumerated, 46 ; of Long Island, 
49; physical appearance of the, 50; 
agriculture and hunting among the, 51 ; 
food, clothing, and ornaments of the, 
52 ; their dwelUngs, 53 ; women, vii- 
l^es, canoes of the, 54 ; morrises 
among the, 55 ; slavery noknowD to 



Buperatitiona of the, 63 ; amusements 
and games among the, 65; the island 
of Manhattans purchased from the, 
104; take possession of Fort Nassau, 
139 ; peace with the South River, 139 ; 
grant a deed for a tract of land on the 
Connecticut, 150; Dutch levy tribute 
on the, 233 ; attack a Dutch boat on 
the Raritan, S36 ; general peace with 
the, 355, 356. 



Jognes, Father, a primner among the 
Mohawks, 334 ; escapes and saSs for 
Holland, 33G. 



Kalskill, the Half Moon anchors in front 
of, 37 ; Von der Donck proposes to 
plant a colonie at, 33S ; Van Rensse- 
laer lays claims to, 339 ; granted to 
Van 81yck, 3S1 ; the patent for, 383. 

KiEFT, W11J.KU, Dkector-general, 1T4 ; 
arrives at New Amster£mi, 180 ; his 
council, ib. ; public alTiuis under, 161 ; 
issues divers proclamations, 133 ; sends 
to Curaf oa for negroes, 185 ; purchases 
land on Long Island, ib. ; regulates 
the inspection of tobacco, 196 ; prolasla 
against Peter Minnit, 191 ; purchases 
additional lands on L. Island, 310, 213 ; 
protests against the English at Green- 
wich, 218; levies tribute on the In- 
dians, 333 ; calls on the Dutch settlers 
lo provide themselves with arms, 335 ; 
sends a military force agamst the Ra- 
ritans, 336, 339 ; protests agamst Cags- 
nell, 331 ; calls the cwnmonalty to- 
KCther, ^1 ; sends an expedition 



against the Wechquaesqaeecks, 349 ; 
abolishes the board of Twelve Men, 
349 ; orders a non-intercoutse with 
Hartford, 353; dispatches two vessels 
Bgamst the English on the Delaware, 
S53 ; erects a new church, 363 ; de- 
mands the sarrender of the murderer of 
Van Vorst, 364 ; reeolves to attack the 
Indians, 366 ; proclaims a general fast, 
373; attempt on his life, 273; con- 
dudes a peace with the Indians, 376, 
377, 303, 303 ; addresses letters to the 
N. E. colonies, 379, 361 ; calls the com- 
monalty together to choose select men, 
363; arms the citizens, 386; sends 
Messrs. Underiiill and AUerton to New 
. calls together the Eight 



Men, 306 ; 



tahlishes 



i, 307 ; 



> pay that impost, 
311; complaints against him, 313; 
his letter in belialf of a Jesuit priest, 
337 ; concludes a treaty with the Mo- 
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hawka, 355 ; makes a general peace 
with tha Indians, 356; explores foi 
oiineiala, 358 ; quarrels with Dominie 
Bogardus, 3()S ; reconciled, 365 ; pro- 
teata against (hose of New Haven, 
37G ; lua letter to the New England 
colonies, 378 ; protests against them, 
379 ; writes to Holland, 3S1 ; accusa- 
tions brou^t against him, 384 ; recall- 
ed, ib. ; denies the right of appeal to 



ib. 

Kievita hoeek purchased, 149. 

Kip, Hendrich, advises to depose Direc- 
tor Kieft, 979 ; refusea lo assist at the 
making of peace, ib^ 

Kling, Mounce, arrives at the Delaware, 
36G. 

Koom, Nioolaus, [see " Coom."] 



'0 Spaiiiali 



Spaniards, 39G ; captures t' 
prizes, SOS- 
La Montagne, Johannes, artiies in New 
Nelheriand, and is appointed one of 
the council, ISO ; begins a plantation on 
Manhattans, 185; its name, 186; op- 
poses the attack on the Indians, S66 ; 
prevents Kieft being assasKnaled, 373 ; 
commands a party agajiist the Indians 
oQ Sttttea Island, S9T ; also, against 
those of Sellouts' bay, S99, 
LampD, Jan, schoul-liBcaal of N. Nether- 
land, 103, 134 ; sdla for Hollaad, 130. 
Laws amoDg the Indiana, 56. 



Leases of lands in Rensselaerawyck in 
the years 1646 and 1647, 473. 

Legal custom in the Colonie of Rensae- 
laerawyck, 449. 

Letter from Arendt van Curler fo the 
Fatroon of Rensselaerswyck, 456. 

Long Island, Indian tribes on, 49 ; In- 
dian name of, 73; granted to the 
Earl of Stirling, 310 ; English be^n 
to settle OQ, ib. 

Lupoid, Uhich, appointed schout fiscaal, 
173 ; removed from oiEce, 211 ; ap- 
pointed commissary of wares, it. ; found 
guilty of malversation, 998. 

Lynn, freedoms granted to sevetal Eng- 
lishmen from, 937. 



Magiatrfttes, towns in N. Netherland en- 
titled to elect their, 399. 

Manhattaos, location of the, 47 ; why so 
called, ib.; hy whom ori^nally so 
named, 48 ; Hendrick Corstiaeusen's 
establishment on the, 69 ; vi^ted by 
Capt. Argal, lb. ; Block sails to the, 73 ; 
Corstiaensen's second voyage to the, 
ib. ; purchased by the Dutch, 104. 

Manittous, what, ^. 

Map of Rensselaeiswyck, price paid for 
drawing a, ia 1630, 499. 

Marriages among the Indiana, 55. 

Marrakkawick Indians, Ihe, plundered, 
970 ; reject the friendly advances of 
the Dutch, 971. 

Marsapeague Indians, 49. 

Maryn Adiiaensen attempts to assassinate 
Kieft, 373 ; banished to Holland, 974. 

Mason, Capt., complaina of the Dnteh, 
131; his letter, 415. 

Matlineeocks, territory of the,49 ; strength 
- ■■ - -n 1650, 50. 



Ma« 

Mayn Mayano a 

and is killed, 9< 

Medicuie men, 64 



r, 100. 



e Chriatians, 



Megapolensis, Rev. J., appointed minigter 
of Rensselaerawyck, 338, 439 ; allow- 
ance to, 329 ; agreement between hun 
and the first Fatroon. 443 ; his call, 449 ; 

Melyn, Coroelis, Fatroon of Staten lal- 

Membeis of the United New Netherland 
Company, names of the, 74. 

Memorandum far the Rev. Mr. Megapo- 
lensis, 451. 

Merekoke Indians, 49. 

Meapath, ori^ual patent for plantmg, 
435. 

Mey, Capt. Cornelia Jacobs., sails to New 
Netherland, 72 ; his discoveries, 73 ; 
returns to Holland and pelitiona for 
excluaive right of trade, 86 ; hia third 



voyagel 



t-Nefl 



Military force, Ihe first in H. N., 142. 

MInquas, The, 49. 

Minai tribes, their location, 48. 

MiNUiT, Petbb, iirst Director Genera] of 
New Netheriand, 100 ; names of his 
council, IDE, 134 ; purchases the isl- 
and of Manhattans and erects Fort 
Amsterdam, 104 ; opens a trade with 
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New Plymouth, 105; recalled, 130; 
fiaiCa Loodon, 131 ; proceeds (a Swe- 
den, 188 ; sails for the Delaware, 189 ; 
establishes a colony tliete, 190. 

Minnte referring Adriaen van der Donck's 
claims to Holland, 470. 

Moeniminee' castle, where situate, 133. 

Mohawks, location of the, 47 ; treaty of 



peao 
Moheg 



B, 355. 
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Moloch, Anthony, sails to the Cape de 
Verde, 37. 

Momma, Maria, Van Twiner's wife, 143. 

Monopoly of the Indian trade abolished, 
30U ; consequences theieof, 332. 

Moody, Lady, removes to L. I., 358 ; at- 
tacked by the Indians, 387, 

Mouclieron, Balthazar, opposes Hudson's 



MohicaDB Island, Indian name of, 437. 



Nahicans, The, nhere located, 73. 

Names of the members of the United N. 
N. Company, 74 ; of Wouter van 
Twilter's council, 142 ; of the English 
who look the oath of allegiance to the 
Dutch, 208 ; of tlie Twelve Men, 242 ; 
of those who as^sled at the election of 
tho Eight Men, 284 ; of the directors of 
the West India Company, 411 ; of the 
first settlers in Rensselaerswyck, 433. 

Nataticougs, The, where located, 49. 

Naraganeett Bay, the Dutch name for, 
73 ; a Dutch ship stranded m, 105. 

Nassau, Bay of, 73. 

Nassau, Fort, erected, 100 ; abandoned, 
139. 

Nangattuck, 37G. 

Navesinck, the Highlands of, 35. 

NederhoiBt, a new colonie planted by de 
Heer, 238. 

Negro, value of a, 385. 

New Allrion, boundaries of, SSI- 
New Amsterdam, iiregularitiee in, 171 ; 



395. 



of, 1 



; popnia 
JOndition 



New countries, privilegea granted to the 
diseoverem of, 70. 

New England, population of jn 1648, 386; 
not the source of popular privileges in 
New Nethertand, 393. 

New Gottenburg, 369. 

New Haven settled, 908 ; refuses to as- 
sist the Dutch, 389 ; builds a trading- 
post near the North Biver, 375. 

New Holland, 34. 

New Netheri»\nd, first visit of the Dutch 
to, 29 ; the Great North River of, 35 ; 



latitude of, 43, 74 ; boundaries of, 43 ; 
rivers of, 44; aoil, trees, fruiw, and 
plants of, 45 ; bmis, water-fowls, ani- 
mals, fishes, reptiles, and Indians of, 
46 ; Cornelia Mey sails to, 73 ; graut 
m favor of the United Company of, 74 ; 
first lime this country called, ib. ; the 
Scheld sails to. 81 ; the Puritans ex- 
press a dedie to move to, 83 ; erected 
into a provioce, 99 ; first Christian 
chUd bom in, 101 ; trade of, ui 1634 
and 1625, 103; inl63B,i04;ml627, 
110; in 1632, 139; the States Gene- 
ral declare it must not be lost by force 
or intrigue, 179 ; condition of, m 1638, 
175 ; a source of great loss to the West 
India Company, 350 ; condition of at 
the closeof Kieft's adininistration, 334 ; 
population and revenue of, 386 ; in- 
debted to Holland for whatever muni- 
cipal fieedoins its towns possessed. 






1646, 



New Plymouth, the Dutch 
with, 105 ; open a trade ti . . , .. . 
Dutch complain of the English at, 
109. 

New project, a, proposed, 197. 

New Sweden, 189 ; fiist governor of, 
190; second governor of, 365; bouo- 
dariee of, 366 ; third governor of, 367. 

Newtown, original patent of, 435. ' 

Nineteen, Assembly of the, how compos- 
ed, 90. 

Nissquagues, territory of the, 50. 

Normans Kill, Indian name of the, 78 ; 
why called the, ib. 

Notelmau, Combed, schout-fiscaal, 142 ; 
his character, 143 ; is superseded, ib. 



Ogden, John and Hichard, contract to Orange, date of the erection of Fort, 

build a church in New Aroaterdara, 262. 390. 

Olden-bameveldt, birthplace of, 173. Orange Tree, the Dutch ship, detained at 

Orange, Fort, situation of, 100 ; buildings Plymoutb, 103. 

erected there, 156. 
62 
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Paauw, Michel, lands purchased for, 125; 
□ame of his cotonie, 136 ; sells his 
s to the West India Company, 

inthe 



199. 



HrgBB I 

Dutch, m. 

Pacliamis, location of the, 47. 

Page, Abraham, 208. 

Paggauck, 174. 

Pap^enea purchased, 1S4. 

Patent for Kalaldll, 383. 

Patenteea of Vlissingen, names of, 357. 

Patents, comparison between the Dutch, 
Bnglieh, and French, 31. 

Patridi, Capt. Daniel, submits to the 
Dutch, 252 ; killed, 298. 

Patroons, charter to the, 112 ; the, re- 
ceive the congratulations of the Durec- 
tora of the W. I. Co., 198 ; patents of, 
registered, ib. ; provisions of the charter 
to, quBBtioned, 129; difficulties with 
the, 13T, 147 ; further diSerences be- 
tween them and the company, 158 ; 
referred to (he States General, 153; 
their demands, 160 : how disposed of, 
163 ; effects of theff charter on the 
settlement of New Netherland, 178 ; 
they propose a new project, 197 ; legal 
privileges of, 320. 

Panguesett Hiver, 376. 

Pavouia, colonic of, 126 ; sold lo the West 
India Co., 199. 

Peace, Indian mode of concluding, 60. 

Pennoyer, Eobt., 273. 

Pennawiti, lands belonging to, pur- 
chased, 215 ; hie speech to the Dutch, 
275. 

Penobscot Bay visited by Hudson, 34. 

Pequods, trouble with the, 157. 

Peters, Rev. Hugh, agent to England, 
234 ; biographical sketch of him, lb. ; 



Planck, Jacob Albertzen, sheriff of Kens- 

selaersByok, 392. 
Plants of New Netherland, 46. 
Plate fleet, capture of the, 111. 
Ployden, Sk Edmund, claims part of N. 

N., 281. 
Plymouth Company remonstrate against 

the Dutch, 95. 
Poulawz, Michel, 142. 

PaEFACE, S. 

Prices in New Netherland in 1637, 174; 
in 1640, 227 ; in 1643, 289 ; in Kens- 
selaerBwyck from 1630 to 1646, 477. 

Prince Hendrick's River, 100. 

Prince Maurice's River, 76. 

Printz John, Governor of New Sweden, 
367 ; his instructions, 368 ; establishes 
his residence at New Gottenburg,369; 
ordeis a Dutch ship to leave the Dela- 
ware, 372 ; protest against HuddB,373; 
haughty demeanor towards the Dutch, 



Privy Council, the, mi 


rtruct Sir Dudley 


Carb 




trate agamst the 


Dutch, 96. 




Proolai 


nation opening 


the Indian trade, 


201; 


effects of the, 223 ; against the 


Twe 


Ivs Men, 249. 




Protest 


, form of, again 


et free tradera in 


Rensselaerswyck, 4G6. 


Provost 


., David, resists 


an English guard. 



Public execution at New Am^rdam, 
scene at a, 230. 

Pubhi, officers onder Kie% 181. 

Puritans, origin^ rise of, 82; intimate 
their wish to move (o New Netherland, 
83 ; their application laid before the 
States General and Prince of Orange, 
84 ; refused, 85 ; land at Cape Cod, 

Puritans, charge against the Dutch for 

betraying the, examined, S6. 
Pyncbeon, Mr., erects a trading poet on 

the Conn 



'Quarrel between two Enghsh skippeis at Curler, statemi 

the Manhattans, 146 ; between Adri- 463. 

aen van dsr Donck and Aiendt van Quotenis, 174. 



t of the, by the latter. 



Raritan Indians, the, visit the Half Moon, 
35 ; their location, 48 ; trouble with 
the, 157 ; the Dutch attack the, 326 ; 
Staten Island attacked by the, 239. 

Regulations for the soldiers on guard, 



Remarks on the Catalogue of Books se 

to Rensselaerswyck, 455. 
Rensselaers Stein, 342. 
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Rensselaerswyck, Coloiiie of, 136 ; com- 
pany formed for the settlement of, 136 ; 
nataie of the association, 13T ; first 
magistrates of, 323; first ministsF in, 
aas ; fiist church in, 330 ; expenses in- 
curred for its support m 1630, '^9 ; name 
of settlers in l(i30-l&16, 433. 

Report on the condition of New Nelher- 
land, 1644, 349, 418. 

Reptiles of New Netherland, 46. 

Restlen, The, bnilt, T3. 

Rio Montaniee, or North River, latitude 
of the, 44. 
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Riviere van den Votet Mauritius, 76. 

Robinson, Rev. John, head of the En^ish 
Congregation at Jjeyden, 82 ; intimateH 
a desire to move to N. Netherland, 83. 

Rockaway Indians, location of the, 49. 

Itoelantzen, Adanl, schoolmaster, 143. 

Ross, supercargo, killed, 337. 

Roy, Jacob Jacobz., wounded ia tinug a 



Rntgi 



,354. 



Sulaiiea of public officecs, 1638,181. 
Sandy Hook, latitude of, 35. 
Sannahagog purchased, 132. 
Say, Lord, his letter against the Dutch, 

255. 
Saybrook, Dutch name for, 149. 
School-hauBO, funds subscribed for thn 

erection of a, misapplied, 396. 
Schout Fiscaal, his duties, 102. 
Schuylkill, (he, discovered, 77 ; lands on 

the, purchased, 156. 
S«awaji, what, 60, 
Seawanhacky, 73. 
Secataiigs, territory of the, 50. 
Settlements In N. Notberland, extent of. 

Settlers in Rensselaerewyck from 1630 to 

1646, names of the, 433. 
Sheep, number of, m Rensselaerswyck, 

463. 
Shenecock Indian 
Slavery unknowi 

55. 



iinong the Indiai 



3, their condition under the Dutch, 
384 ; terms on which some of them re- 
ceived their liberty, 385. 

Sloop Bay, where situate, 173. 

Smith, Cla«i Comelissen, murdered, S41. 

SouthhamploD, provisions of the treaty of, 
extended to the ships of the Dutch, 
109. 

Southampton planted, 217. 

Southold planted, 917. 

South River, latitude of the, 44 ; opinions 
entertained by the Dutch of the, 369 ; 



the, 479. 

Spain, termination of [he truce with, 85 
St. Mattm, island of, attacked, 359 
Slaes, (or Staata,) Dr. Abraham- embarks 

for N. N., 339, 439 
Staple right, what, 155. 
Staten Island, Indian name for, 48 ; pur- 
chased, 104; erected into a colonie, 
238; attacked by the Indians, 386; 
expedition against tha Indiana of, 397 
States General, Sir Dudley Carletons 
letter to the, 97 ; memorial of the W. 
I. Co. to the, 133 ; order an inquiry 
into the condition of New Netherland, 



F, commiesary, 311. 

Stirling, Earl of, obtains a grant of Long 
Island, 210. 

Strickland's Piain, battle of, 301. 

SruvvESANT, Petrus, Director of Cura- 
9oa, wounded, 359 ; returns to Hol- 
land and is appointed Director-general 
of N. N., 360 ; his departure postponed, 

SupBrstitions among the Indians, 63, 
Swedes settle on the Delaware, 189; 
propose removing to the Manhattans, 
365; abandon that design, 366; mo- 
nopolize the trade of the South Riv- 
er, 369 ; tear down the Dutch arms, 
373. 



Tankitekes, locati 



n New Amsterdam, 



Techaaclio, 100. 



Thanksgiving, a day of general, proclaim- 
ed, 357. 

Throgmorlon, Mr., settles at Westchester, 
258. 

Tienpont, Adriaen Jorisi. proceeds to 
New Netherland, 99. 

Tinnicnm, where situate, 369. 
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Towns &nd viilages in N. Netherlimd, 

priyilegeB of, 392. . 
Trees of New Nelherlaod, 45. 
Trade of New Netherland in 1631, 139 ; 



in 1632, 139 ; with the Indians opened, 

200; changes propBed in Uie, 360; 

reconsidered, 3S1. 
Truce between Spain and Holland, 67. 
Twelve Men, election of the, 2i2 ; thair 

advice, 243, 344; board of the, abol- 

i^ed, S49. 



Uiiderbill, Capt John, engaged 

the Dutch forces, 239 ; attitcks Indiaiii 
Bt Heeroatede, 299 ; ordered lo Stan- 
ford, 300 ; conquera the Indiana on 
Strickland's plain, 301. 

United English cwloniee, confederation oi 



lead United Prorinces, the Seveo 



Usselincx, Wni., propoecfl erection of a 
Dutch West India Company, 30 ; sub- 
mits a plan for the eatahli^itnent of a 
Swedish West India Co., IBB, 






Van Beyeren, Annelje. 
Van CortlaodC family, i 

the, aia. 

Van Couwenhoven, Jacob, 149. 

Van Curler, Arendt, biographical sketch 
of, 329 ; coloniata conapue against him, 
333; vyutheMohawka,334;endea- 
vors lo obtain the release of aome 
Christians, 335 ; his letter to the Pa- 
troon of Rensselaerswyck, giving an 
It of the affaire rf the colonic in 



, 456. 












Van Elelandt, Claea, 142 ; appointed to- 
baOGO inspector, 187, 

Van Ea, Cornells Hendriekaen, 440. 

Van Hardenberg, Amoldua, appeals from 
a declaion of the Director-general, 394 ; 
sentence pronounced, in consequence, 
against him, 3^5. 

Van Remnnd, Jan, seorelary to New 
Netherland, 103, 124. 

Van Rensaelaer, Kiliaen, Patroon, 132, 
124; forms a copartnership for the set- 
tlement of his colonic, 126 ; and of the 
South River, 138 ; his privileges as 



Palro. 



!0 ; his i 



I to Van 



;s of that colonie, 333 ; attempts 
to found a colouie at KatAill, 338; 
quarrels with Van Curler, 345 ; re- 
moves Id the Manhattans, 346; ob- 
tains g, patent for Colen-donck, 383 ; 
his account referred to Holland, 470. 

Van der Hnyghens, Cornelia, appointed 
schont-fiscaal of New Netherland, 211; 
censured by Kieft, 395 ; protests a- 
gainst Wyncoop, 342 ; against the 
erection of the fort on Beereu Island, 
344. 

Van Dinclage, Lubbertus, achoul-liscaal, 
148 ; opposes Van Twiller, and dk- 
miased from office, 173 ; appointed 
provisionally Director of New Neth- 
erland, 348 ; tliat appointment cancel- 
led, 3B0. 

Pan Dyck, Hendrick, sent againat the 
Wflchquaesqueecks, 249 ; wounded, 



der Donek, 337 ; for (he eatablishmeat 
of a village, 330 ; forbids Van der 
Donck purchaeing lands at Katskill, 
338 ; fortifies Beeren island, 341 ; 
claims staple right, 343 -, his death, 
345 ; expenses incurred by him in 1630, 
for the settling of Rensaelaerewyck, 
429 ; ordinance issued by him describ- 
ingliis rights, 442. 

Van Eensselaer, Rev. Nicolaus, prophe- 
»es the reBtotation of King Charles II., 
122. 

Van Schick, Gooaie Gerritts, 437. 

Van Tienhoven, Cornelia, 142 ; sent to 
purchase the Norwallc islauda, 215; 
proceeds lo Scout's bay, 216 ; seat 
against the Raritans, 226 ; his descrip- 
Uon of Wechquacsqueeck, 2'" 



if the BE 



re the 



.ion of 



,EB, WouTER, appointed Di- 
iieral of New Netherland, 141 ; 
, 143; difilcu 



captain and factor of the English ship, 
the WillUm, 113 ; with DeVriee, 147 ; 



dbyGoogle 



purchases a tract of land on the Con- 
Boston, 151 ; Ilia reply, 153 ; protests 
against Holmes, 154 ; writes to Hol- 
' ■■ " ' B, 155; bnilda sundry 



tort 






tlie 



Sclinylkill, 156 ; quarrels nitii Bogsr- 
due, iCT ; concludes a peace with tht 
RaritaDS, ib, ; appropnatea large por- 
tions of the public domain, ITS ; oppo- 
sed by Van Dinclag6,n3 ; recalled,l*4. 
Van Slyck, Cornells A., obtama a patent 
for KatekUl, 381. 



133. 
Verplanck family, some particulars of the, 

185 ; Abraham V. obtains laud on 

South River, 373. 
Verraziano, Jean do, entera the bay of 

New York, 36. 
Villages, ludian, 54. 
Virginia, a representative government, 

when accorded to, 93. 
VllsMngeu, town of, incorporated, 35S 



Wahlebocht. the, 101. 

Walloons apply for leave to settle in Vir- 
ginia, 100; remove to New Nether- 
land, 101. 

Vi'alvisch island, 347. 

WappingB, the, 49 ; mnrder WUlem C. 
Coster, 283. 

Wampum, what, 60 ; proclamation regu- 
lating the value of, 330. 

War, Indian mode of w^ng, 58; be- 
tween the Dutch and Indians, 270, 

Waranancongyns, location of the, 47. 

Waraonckins, where situated, 47. 

Water fowls of New Netherland, 46. 

Wechquaeequeecks, location of the, 47, 
240 ; mnrder of one of their tribe, 105 ; 
expedition agamst them, 249 ; peace 
with the, 250 ; attacked by the Mo- 
hawks, 264; fly 1« the Dutch, 265; 
massacred by orders of Kieft, 367,263 ; 
party of troops sent against them, 
298. 

Weelysburg, Van der Donck takes a lease 
of, 327. 

Westchester, Dutch name for, 358. 

West Indi^ Compant, A, proposed in IIoI- 
lanij, 30 ; proposal approved, 31 ; in- 
corporated, 89 ; provisions of the char- 



ter to the, 90 ; memonat to the States 
General of the, 133 ; reply of the Eng- 
lish to the, 134 ; available force of the, 
in 1633, 157 ; their memorial relative 
to the William, 164 ; a new, establish- 
ed in Sweden, 188 ; address to the 
States General by the, 304 ; complaints 
against Kieft sent to the, 312 ; evil 
effects of ita policy on the prosperity of 
New Netherland, 387 ; charter to the. 



of the, 408 ; names of the Dire 
the, in 1636,411. 
West Indies, Dutch vessels sent 



> the. 



William, the ship, visits the River Mau- 
ritius, 143 ; sails to Fort Orange, 145 ; 
forced to leave the Hudson Kiver, 146 ; 
owners of the, their complaints, 164; 
reply of West India Co. thereto, 165. 

Whales ascend the North River, 346. 

Wind mills, 388. 

Winslow, Gov., imprisoned by Laud, 170. 

Winthrop, Gov., Van Twiner's letter to, 
152 ; answers to Kieil, 280. 

Winthrop, John, erects a fort at Kievitts 
Hueck, 169. 

Women, Indian, 54 

Wyncoop, Fieter, supercargo, 312. 



Zwanendat, The colonie of, 196; com- purchased by the West India Com. 

pany formed for the settlement of, 128 ; pany, 365; old pttpera relating to, 

settlers arrive at, 139 ; destroyed, 137 ; 479. 
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